Petition No. 712

Omnipoint (T-Mobile)

Danbury, Connecticut

Staff Report

April 27, 2005
T-Mobile seeks to replace an existing 60-foot tall wooden utility pole, on which whip antennas were formerly attached to dispatch concrete trucks, with an 80-foot tall wood laminate pole to which a platform with twelve antennas would be mounted. The antennas would be mounted with a center line of 80 feet; the tops of the antennas would reach 83 feet. The new pole would be designed to accommodate one additional carrier. At the time of its petition submittal, T-Mobile also notified all abutting property owners of its plans.
On April 26, 2005, Council member Ed Wilensky and staff analyst David Martin visited the site of the petition at 41 Pandanaram Road (Route 37) in Danbury. Stephen Humes, Jackie Slaga, Dan O’Connor, and Jeffrey York were present at the field review representing T-Mobile.

The existing pole is located near the top of a small ridge line that parallels Pandanaram Road. The lower portions of the ridge between the pole site and Pandanaram Road are occupied by a concrete plant (at street level) and several graded off levels that are used for the storage of various concrete products. A graveled access road switches back and forth up the side of the ridge to eventually reach the pole, which is in a small cleared area surrounded by mature deciduous trees that appear to be 65 to 70 feet high.

T-Mobile would install a 15-foot by 15-foot fence compound next to the proposed replacement pole to house its ground equipment which would consist of equipment cabinets on two concrete Pands. In its petition, T-Mobile states the compound would be enclosed by a six-foot high chain link fence topped with three strands of barbed wire. During the field review, T-Mobile representatives stated they would be amenable to installing an eight-foot fence without the barbed wire. Utilities would be brought underground to the compound from a utility pole to be placed somewhere lower on the ridge. Underground utilities would be preferable to overhead lines because of the truck traffic and the use of booms to pick up and move the concrete products.
From the pole site, the ridge continues to rise to the north and east. Although there is a residential area just over the crest of the ridge, no houses are visible from the base of the existing pole. Mr. Wilensky and David Martin drove the residential road nearest the ridge line and could not see the existing tower from this location.

To the south of the existing pole, the ridge falls steeply away to a condominium development. The condominium units nearest to the pole site face the side of the ridge and would not be able to see the replacement pole. Units closer to Pandanaram Road may have some views of the higher proposed tower. Mr. Wilensky and David Martin drove through the condominium development but could not see the existing tower.
To the west of the site, Danbury High School is visible on the side of an opposite ridge. There are a few residences also visible on the opposite ridge. However, existing vegetation and distance should make any visual presence of the proposed, higher tower minimal.

View of Existing Pole
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View From Pole, Looking Toward Roof Of Nearest Condominiums
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Closer View of Condominium Roof from Edge of Ridge
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Looking West From Pole Site
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Looking Northeast From Site, Existing Pole In Foreground
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