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Connecticut Light & Power

Southington, Connecticut

Staff Report

March 21, 2005, Rev. April 12, 2005
With this petition, CL&P is seeking to make modifications to the existing Southington 4C substation on Belleview Avenue in Southington. CL&P is proposing to add four transmission line lattice support structures, two per transmission circuit, to accommodate 115-kV series reactors, circuit switchers, line traps and disconnect switches, and Capacitor Coupled Voltage Transformers that would be added to two existing 115-kV transmission lines. The purpose of the modifications is to add impedance to the lines to improve transmission reliability by reducing flows on the two 115 kV circuits when the 345 kV Southington-Waterbury line is out of service.  The plans submitted by CL&P indicate that a section of the existing fence line would have to be moved closer to Belleview Avenue to make room for the additional support structures and other equipment. This would cause the removal of some existing pine trees that currently provide screening of the substation. The trees removed would be replaced by arbor vitae. 
Council member Phil Ashton and staff person David Martin met with CL&P representatives at the substation on March 17, 2005 to conduct a field review of the proposed modifications. Ali Karimi, Don Biondi, and Omar Hellalat were present to represent CL&P. 

During the field review, Phil Ashton suggested CL&P explore redesigning the proposed support structures to minimize the need to expand the substation’s fence line. Such a redesign could reduce the number of trees that would be lost to the substation expansion. The CL&P representatives said they would re-examine their plans and submit revised drawings if the suggested redesign proved feasible.
The modifications being proposed by CL&P should not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts.

On April 11, CL&P submitted revised drawings that indicate the proposed additional transmission line structures will be located to eliminate the need to move the fence line toward Bellevue Avenue and therefore to remove existing trees that would have been taken down under the originally proposed plan.
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