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Opinion (Reopening)
On February 25, 2003, Omnipoint Facilities Network 2, LLC, a subsidiary of T-Mobile, USA, Inc. (T-Mobile) applied to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) for the construction, operation, and maintenance of a wireless telecommunications facility at 270 Valley Road in New Canaan, Connecticut.  The application was denied by the Council on February 18, 2004.

On June 23, 2004, the Council voted to reopen this application for the limited purpose of considering a site for a tower facility at 208 Valley Road in New Canaan, on property owned by the Silver Hill Foundation, Inc., which is the location of the Silver Hill Hospital (Silver Hill).  The purpose of the proposed facility is to provide wireless telecommunications service to the eastern portion of New Canaan and the western portion of Wilton.

Parties to the proceeding include: Marie Louise Brown, Iona C. Hubbard, the Citizens for Responsible Cellular Planning, Dayton Ogden, Jr. and Margaret R. Ogden, the Town of New Canaan and the First Taxing District of the City of Norwalk (Water Department).  AT&T Wireless PCS, LLC d/b/a AT&T Wireless intervened in the proceeding and expressed a willingness to share the proposed telecommunications facility.  Other intervenors in this proceeding were Diane M. Baldwin, Janet Z. Congdon, John D. Hough and Sally N. Hough, and Nancy G. Neuser and Gary A. Neuser.      

T-Mobile proposes to construct a 120-foot silhouette pole, which would contain up to three sets of antennas within the pole.  T-Mobile would locate antennas at the 117-foot level of the proposed tower.  The proposed Silver Hill site is located approximately 102 feet from the originally proposed site on an approximately 42 acre parcel.  The Silver Hill property is zoned two-acre residential.      
Approximately nine trees would have to be removed for the construction of the proposed Silver Hill site and access road.  The number of trees to be removed could be reduced by building a retaining wall along the west side of the compound.  The Council would determine the need for a retaining wall in the Development and Management (D&M) Plan.  
There are approximately 26 properties within a 1,000-foot radius of the proposed Silver Hill site.
The visual impact of the proposed tower is expected to be approximately 0.20% of a two mile study area.  The visibility of the proposed tower would primarily impact a portion of Valley Road to the northwest and southeast of the proposed site.  The proposed silhouette pole would be visible from approximately three to four residences.    

There are no wetlands in the vicinity of the proposed site.  The proposed project would not likely affect threatened or endangered species or critical habitats.  
The radio frequency power density levels at the base of the proposed tower would be well below federal and State standards.  If federal or State standards change, the Council will require that the facility be brought into compliance with such standards.  The Council will require that the power densities be remodeled in the event other carriers locate at this facility.

Based on the record in this proceeding, the Council finds that the effects associated with the construction, operation, and maintenance of a telecommunications facility at the proposed site, including effects on the natural environment; ecological integrity and balance; public health and safety; scenic, historic, and recreational values; forests and parks; air and water purity; and fish and wildlife are not disproportionate either alone or cumulatively with other effects when compared to need, are not in conflict with policies of the State concerning such effects, and are not sufficient reason to deny this application.  Therefore, the Council will issue a Certificate for the construction, operation, and maintenance of a 120-foot silhouette pole at the proposed site located at 208 Valley Road in New Canaan, Connecticut.  

