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Findings of Fact

1. Comcast Cablevision of New Haven, Inc. (Comcast) in accordance with provisions of General Statutes (( 16-50g through 16-50aa applied to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) on April 14, 1999, for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) to construct, operate, and maintain a community antenna television (CATV) head-end facility at 11 Hamden Park Drive, Hamden, Connecticut.  (Comcast Exhibit 1, pp. 1 and 2)

2. Public notice of the application, as required by General Statutes ( 16-50(l)b was published in the New Haven Register on April 12, and 13, 1999.  (Comcast Exhibit 1, p. 4 and affidavit of publication provided April 29, 1999)

3. Pursuant to General Statutes ( 16-50m, the Council, after giving due notice, held a public hearing on this application on May 27, 1999, in the Thornton Wilder Hall, 2901 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, Connecticut.  (Transcript, May 27, 1999, 3:30 p.m. (Tr. 1) and 7:00 p.m. (Tr. 2))

4. The Council and its staff made an inspection of the proposed site on May 27, 1999.  (Council Hearing Notice; Council Pre-hearing Conference of May 6, 1999)

5. Comcast is licensed by the Federal Communications Commission and regulated by the Connecticut Department of Public Utility Control to operate community antenna television (CATV) systems within its Connecticut franchise areas which include New Haven, Danbury, Clinton, Groton and Middletown.  The proposed Hamden facility would primarily service the New Haven franchise area and would be incorporated into a planned statewide fiber-optic network servicing the other Comcast franchises in Connecticut. (Comcast Exhibit 1, pp. 3 and 5; Comcast Exhibit 2, pp. 1-3; Tr. 1, p. 15)

6. Comcast has experienced a 25 percent growth rate in its subscriber base over the past ten years.  Because the existing West Haven hub site is small and is not capable of expansion, the proposed Hamden site would improve service and system reliability. (Comcast Exhibit 1, pp. 5 and 6; Tr. 1, p. 12) 

7. The proposed facility would serve as a CATV head-end site for receiving, processing, and distributing satellite-delivered programming services.  Sixty-seven channels via eight satellites would be used by the proposed facility.  The proposed Hamden facility would be linked via fiber optic cable with existing hub facilities in West Haven and New Haven to distribute services to customers. (Comcast Exhibit 1, p. 5; Comcast Exhibit 2, Qs. 1-4; Tr. 1, pp. 15 and 16)

8. Parabolic reflector earth station antennas (earth station antennas) are capable of receiving multiple signals; however, the performance of the antenna is reduced when an earth station antenna receives more than one signal.  (Comcast Exhibit  2, Q. 11; Tr. 1, p. 26)

9. Comcast does not propose nor anticipate a future need for a tower at its Hamden facility.  (Comcast Exhibit 1, p. 2; Comcast Exhibit 2, Q. 15)

10. While Comcast could act as a common carrier for voice and data communications, Comcast would principally provide CATV service with future digital service, high speed modem, and access to the Internet. (Tr. 1, pp. 14, and 27-31)

11. The proposed site at 11 Hamden Park Drive, Hamden, Connecticut, consists of a 1.54 acre vacant parcel with a level elevation of 50 feet above mean sea level. The proposed site and all property within ¼ mile of the site is zoned Controlled Development District (CDD-1).  Adjacent properties include existing light industrial/warehouse uses. (Comcast Exhibit 1, p. 1 and Tab 1, p. 8)

12. Eight 4.5/5 meter (15/20 feet) earth station antennas would be constructed at the rear of Comcast’s office building, approximately 30 feet apart on concrete pads. The maximum wind load design for the proposed earth station antennas is 125 miles per hour.  (Comcast Exhibit 1, p. 7 and Tab 1, p. 3 and site plan; Comcast Exhibit 3, Q. 7)

13. Comcast proposes to construct a 45-foot wide by 60-foot long by 18.5-foot high building to house equipment and up to 6 employees.  (Comcast Exhibit 1, Tab 1, site plan; Tr. 1, p. 27)

14. Access to the proposed site would be directly off Hamden Park Drive onto a parking area along the west portion of the property.  A six-foot high chain link fence that surrounds the antenna compound would be gated to allow access to the antennas.  (Comcast Exhibit 1, p. 2, and Tab 1, p. 1; Comcast Exhibit 3, Q. 16)

15. A mix of coniferous and deciduous plantings would be placed around the perimeter of the property. These plantings would be maintained at a height of six feet along the south and west sides of the site to not interfere with antenna-satellite reception.  (Comcast Exhibit 1, p. 8; Tr. 1, p. 32)

16. Comcast proposes to install two 200 kilowatt, diesel-fueled emergency generators capable of powering the proposed offices and head-end facility.  The fuel tank would be double walled and located on a foundation to contain leaks or spills. (Comcast Exhibit 1, p. 9; Comcast Exhibit 3, Q. 8; Tr. 1, pp. 17 and 19)

17. The proposed antennas would be receive only and would not generate radio frequency emissions. (Comcast Exhibit 1, Tab 1, p. 3; Tr. p. 30)

18. The proposed facility site contains no inland wetlands nor aquifer protection areas.  The nearest wetland is approximately 200 feet east.  A man-made detention basin is located 80 feet north of the proposed site.  Stormwater from the proposed site’s parking area would be directed to this detention basin. (Comcast Exhibit 1, p. 11, and Tab 1, p. 2; Comcast Exhibit 3, Q. 18)

19. The proposed facility would not be in an area with known existing populations of federal or state endangered, threatened species, or species of special concern.  (Comcast Exhibit 1, p. 13)

20. The proposed facility would have no effect on historic, architectural, or archeological resources.  (Comcast Exhibit 1, p. 13)

21. The proposed facility would interconnect with existing telephone, electric, water, and sewer utilities in the Hamden Industrial Park.  (Comcast Exhibit 1, pp. 2 and 9, Tab 1, p. 1)

22. The Town of Hamden setback requirements for CCD-1 zone are 10 feet for minimum front yard, 10 feet for minimum side yard, and 25 feet for minimum rear yard.  Comcast proposes to maintain these setback requirements.  (Comcast Exhibit 1, Tab 1 site; Comcast Exhibit 3, Q. 17)

23. The Town of Hamden supports Comcast’s proposal. (Tr. 1, pp. 5, 10 and 11)

24. The estimated cost of construction to be incurred by Comcast is as follows:

Head-end equipment
$800,000

Earth Station Antennas
$120,000

Power systems
$100,000

Building

Property

Permitting and site preparations
$900,000

$80,000

$55,000




TOTAL
$2,055,000

(Comcast Exhibit 1, p. 14)

