DOCKET NO. 186 - Connecticut Light and Power Company application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for the construction, maintenance, and operation of an electric substation located approximately 1,200 feet northwest of the intersection of Hopmeadow Street (Route 10) and Wolcott Road, and its connection to an existing 115-kV transmission line in the Town of Simsbury, Connecticut.  �
}





}





}





}�
Connecticut





Siting 





Council





July 9, 1998�
�



Opinion





On February 24, 1998, the Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) applied to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) for the construction, operation, and maintenance of an electric substation located approximately 1,200 feet northwest of the intersection of Hopmeadow Street (Route 10) and Wolcott Road, and its connection to an existing 115-kV transmission line in the Town of Simsbury, Connecticut.  The Council held a field review and public hearing on the proposed Hopmeadow Street (Route 10) and Wolcott Road site on May 7, 1998.





The Northeast Simsbury Substation (NSS) is needed to improve distribution reliability and to supply future electric load growth in the Simsbury area.  There are no bulk-supply substations in Simsbury. Using four existing 23-kV feeder lines, CL&P provides electrical service to the Simsbury area from two existing bulk-supply substations on its 115-kV transmission system.  The lack of a local supply source, the distance between the two bulk supply sources, and reliance on a double circuit single pole distribution line has created an undesirable exposure to interruptions of electrical power.  Increasing the capacity of existing substations would not adequately address the concerns of CL&P or the residents of Simsbury.





The proposed substation site was selected by CL&P after consultation with the Town of Simsbury, and consideration of three other potential sites in the Simsbury area.  These sites were rejected by CL&P for reasons including their proximity to residences, impacts on wetlands, site development concerns, and access.  Although CL&P does not own this site, the Town is supportive of this project and will grant unto CL&P an easement for use of the four acre site for the proposed substation. 





The proposed substation site is within an area which is undeveloped, and adjacent to sand and gravel excavation operations and an existing transmission line right of way.  The proposed site contains no vegetation or wetlands.  The proposed site is approximately 800 feet from the nearest residences, and would be accessed by a 1,200-foot long gravel accessway.  The site was also approved by the Council for the placement of a temporary transformer and associated equipment (Petition 385).





Based on reviews performed by the State Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), no known existing populations of State species of special concern or federally endangered or threatened species would be affected by the construction of the proposed NSS. No historic or cultural resources would be affected by the construction of the facility. 





The Council has concern for the operation of this proposed substation within an Aquifer Protection Area; however, the DEP Bureau of Water Management does not prohibit or restrict the placement of a substation in an Aquifer Protection Area.  Nonetheless, the Council will address ground water protection during the preparation of the Development and Management (D&M) Plan. 


�



Electric and magnetic fields (EMF) and their possible effects are also a concern to the Council and to citizens living in the vicinity of any transmission line or substation.  The Council has reviewed the predicted EMF levels, required pre- and post-construction EMF levels for the temporary substation, and considered the effect the projected EMF levels would have on existing and planned land uses near the proposed project; consistent with the Electric and Magnetic Field Best Management Practices, adopted by the Council in February 1993.  The State of Connecticut has not established standards for exposure to electric, and/or magnetic fields, and there is no evidence for the Council to conclude that the proposed substation and transmission line connection would be hazardous to persons or property adjacent to or near the facility.  However, we will order that CL&P bring this facility into compliance with any future State or federal standard, should such a standard be adopted.





Based on its record in this proceeding, the Council finds that the effects associated with the construction, operation, and maintenance of a substation and transmission line located approximately 1,200 feet northwest of the intersection of Hopmeadow Street (Route 10) and Wolcott Road, and its connection to an existing 115-kV transmission line in the Town of Simsbury, Connecticut, including effects on the natural environment; ecological integrity and balance; forests and parks; scenic, historic, and recreational values; air and water purity; fish and wildlife; and public health and safety are not disproportionate either alone or cumulatively with other effects when compared to need, are not in conflict with the policies of the State concerning such effects, and are not sufficient reason to deny the application.





Therefore, the Council will issue a Certificate for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed NSS and transmission line connection.  To ensure the site is properly developed, we will require CL&P to submit a D&M Plan which will include provisions for storm water management and oil containment; a site plan to identify and depict the substation equipment and underground feeder conduit; an erosion and sediment control plan, consistent with the Connecticut Guidelines for Soil and Erosion and Sediment Control as amended; provisions for noise monitoring; and the installation of intrusion alarms and remote full-time substation monitoring.
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