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OPINION





On November 8, 1995, TCI Cablevision of Central Connecticut (TCI) applied to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) to construct, operate, and maintain a community antenna television (CATV) head-end facility at the existing company offices located at 222 New Park Drive, Berlin, Connecticut.





Under Connecticut State law, the Council must balance the need to develop the proposed facility with the need to protect the environment, including public health and safety, and to minimize damage to the State’s scenic, historic, and recreational values.





TCI plans to install a new head-end facility consisting of 12 parabolic reflector earth station antennas (earth station antennas) to be placed at the rear of the company’s offices located off New Park Drive, Berlin.  Of these 12 earth station antennas, five would be relocated from Rattlesnake Mountain, Farmington.  TCI would use approximately 3,400 square feet of the existing building to house associated electronics and processing equipment.  Because of TCI’s choice of deployment of service, the use of fiber optics versus microwave transmission will allow for better quality and expandability in providing service to its customers and dispose of the need to build a tower for microwave transmission.  TCI has proposed this facility to provide the citizens of the State with access to state-of-the-art technology.  Moreover, TCI would staff the facility on a 24-hour basis, thereby increasing security of the antennas and monitoring of the equipment that provides service to customers.  This will improve TCI’s opportunities to compete in the telecommunications field.





The proposed site is relatively level, and clearing and grading of the proposed site would not substantially alter the environment.  However, we will require that erosion and sediment controls be installed prior to the start of construction.  Even though there is no tower proposed, the height of the tallest earth station antennas, approximately 28 feet above ground level, may impose a visual intrusion to adjacent neighbors.  TCI plans to construct a berm around the earth station antennas and plant ten-foot white pine trees on this berm that would form a natural looking buffer to adjacent residences.  To further naturalize this buffer, the Council will require that 15-foot white pines be planted alternately between the 10-foot trees.





There are no known existing populations of federally recognized endangered or threatened species nor Connecticut species of special concern occurring at the proposed site.  Also, the development of this facility would have no effect on the State’s scenic, recreational, and historic values.





Because the earth station antennas would be used only to receive radio frequency signals, no power density would be generated.  Also, on-site measurements confirmed no detectable power density levels.





We are pleased TCI and the Town of Berlin have formed a working relationship, and that TCI’s location is within a Planned Industry zone.  Even though TCI’s property abuts a residential district, the installation of the earth station antennas would be consistent with the designated zone of land use.  While a plausible alternative may exist at Rattlesnake Mountain, we doubt that seven new earth station antennas could be added at Rattlesnake Mountain because of the multitude of receiving and transmitting antennas now at the site.  TCI will continue to use Rattlesnake Mountain for receiving off-air television signals and linking other TCI facilities at South Mountain, Bristol and Bolton, via microwave transmission.





Based on the record in this proceeding, we find the effects associated with the construction, operation, and maintenance of a CATV head-end facility at the proposed Berlin site, including effects on the natural environment; ecological integrity and balance; public health and safety; scenic, historic, and recreational values; forests and parks; air and water purity; and fish and wildlife are not disproportionate either alone or cumulatively with other effects when compared to need, are not in conflict with the policies of the State concerning such effects and are not sufficient reason to deny the application.  Therefore, we will issue a Certificate for this facility at the proposed Berlin site.
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