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Our mission is to eliminate FGM/C by connecting, supporting, elevating and advocating on 
behalf of and with diverse U.S. stakeholders engaged in prevention, education, and care.

Introduction

Caitlin LeMay
Director, The U.S. End FGM/C Network



“Female genital mutilation (FGM) comprises all
procedures that involve partial or total removal of
the external female genitalia, or other injury to the

female genital organs for non-medical reasons.”
-World Health Organization

What is FGM/C?



513,000 or more women and girls in the United States had FGM/C performed on them 
or were at risk of FGM/C in 2012. 

Source: Population Reference Bureau

FGM/C in the U.S.

State-by-State Estimates of Girls and Women at Risk for FGM/C (2019)
Compared to Previous PRB Estimates (2013)

Source: Sean Callaghan



Connecticut ranks 26th in the nation for at-risk
populations, totaling 2,658. 
1,128 of those girls are under the age of 18,
according to the Population Reference Bureau. 
41 states have laws, Connecticut is one of the
remaining 9 states that do not.

FGM/C in Connecticut



FGM/C in Connecticut by County
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FGM/C in Connecticut by Metropolitan Area
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U.S. Federal Law



Source: Sahiyo



Source: Equality Now & The U.S. End FGM/C Network

States With Laws Against FGM/C



We know anecdotally that families on the fence or resisting
having their children undergo the procedure, but facing
pressure from family or community members to do so, use
the law as the reason for why they will not cut their children.
State laws fill gaps left by federal laws. Comprehensive state
legislation provides education and outreach on FGM/C to
local communities and professionals likely to encounter cases,
and gives survivors the opportunity to stand up for
themselves in a court of law. 
A state law gives state prosecutors more leeway in the event
the Department of Justice cannot or will not prosecute.

State Laws Remain Critical



We are a survivor-led coalition working to ensure that the
State of Connecticut joins with 41 other states - including its
neighboring states of New York, Rhode Island, and
Massachusetts - to prohibit female genital mutilation and
cutting of minors.
In Connecticut, 39 organizations have joined the Connecticut
Coalition to End FGM/C. The Coalition has been working with
survivors, organizations, advocates, and lawmakers to pass a
holistic, comprehensive bill that prohibits FGM/C in
Connecticut.

Connecticut Coalition to End FGM/C





Thank You!

If you have any questions, please email:
 caitlin@endfgmnetwork.org

For more information, visit:
 https://endfgmcinct.com

https://endfgmcinct.com/
https://endfgmcinct.com/

