
CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF INCOME MAINTENANCEPRIVATE 


UNIFORM POLICY MANUAL

______________________________________________________________________________

Date:  4-1-88


Transmittal:  UP-88-21
4525.25

______________________________________________________________________________

Section:








Type:


Standards of Assistance
POLICY

______________________________________________________________________________

Chapter:








Program:



Special Needs









AABD

_______________________________________________________________



Subject:













Purchase, Repair or Replacement of Essential Household Items

______________________________________________________________________________

4525.25
A.
Provisions




The cost of purchasing or repairing essential household furniture, furnishings and appliances is recognized as a non-recurrent special need in the following situations:





1.
when an individual returns to the community after residing in an institution for an extended period: and






(a)
had abandoned his or her possessions prior to or while residing in the institution; and






(b)
lacks the available resources to obtain essential items which are immediately needed;





2.  following a catastrophic event provided that:






(a)
the assistance unit is eligible for emergency housing payments, or would be eligible if such assistance were requested; and






(b)
the essential items have been damaged or are unavailable to the assistance unit as the result of the catastrophic event;





3.
when an assistance unit is in need of a major appliance which is:






(a)
damaged or otherwise unavailable; and






(b)
essential to meeting the individual's basic needs.
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B.
Eligible Items




1.
Household items eligible for consideration are limited to:






a.
the items and cost standards listed in Appendix I of this section; and






b.
those items immediately needed, and otherwise unavailable to the assistance unit.





2.
Assistance is not provided for:






a.
the repair of items not owned by the assistance unit;






b.
items which are otherwise available in a furnished apartment or through a shared living arrangement;






c.
repair or replacement of items covered by insurance.





3.
Major appliances include:






a.
refrigerator;






b.
stove;






c.
washing machine.




C.
Home Visits




The Department conducts a home visit upon each request for the purchase, repair or replacement of household items, except that if a DHR service worker is involved the home visit requirement is completed at the option of the Department.




D.
Repair




1.
The Department makes a practical decision to repair or replace damaged items.
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D.
Repair (continued)





2.
The determination is based on such factors as:






a.
whether the item is under warranty;






b.
the period of time required to effect repair;






c.
a reasonable assessment of value of repairing an old or inadequate item;






d.
repair versus replacement costs.





3.
Assistance units are required to obtain an estimate of the cost of repair for any item that:






a.
has a replacement cost in excess of $100.00; and






b.
is not totally destroyed or obviously damaged beyond repair.





4.
Assistance is provided for the cost of obtaining a repair estimate if the estimate was obtained at the request of the Department.





5.
Items are replaced if the cost of repair exceeds the cost of replacement.




E.
Standard of Assistance




The standard of assistance for the cost of purchasing, repairing or replacing essential household items is:





1.
the lower of the cost of repair, or the standard established in Appendix I for the cost of purchasing a new or replacement item; and





2.
the amount charged for a repair estimate that was obtained at the request of the Department.

