
    

1115 Substance Use Disorder (SUD) Medicaid Waiver 

Public Forum 

The annual Connecticut SUD 1115 Demonstration Public Forum meeting was held on September 

9, 2025. A summary of the meeting minutes and responses to questions received during the 

meeting and via email following the meeting are provided below. 

Meeting Participants 

Department of Social Services (DSS) 

Director William Halsey 

Trishan Lakha 

Jennifer Marsocci 

Alexis Mohammed 

Yvonne Pallotto 

Fatmata Williams 

Department of Children and Families (DCF) 

Kris Robles 

Dr. Stephney Springer 

Department of Corrections (DOC) 

Micah Mann 

Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS) 

Natalie DuMont 

Siobhan Feliciano 

Gina Florenzano 

Megan Goodfield 

Robert Haswell 

Jennifer Lombardi 

Kristy Messier 

Shea Mitlehner 

Rebecca Petersen 

Jennifer Singh 

Judicial Branch 

Michael Aiello 

Contractor Attendees 

Kristin Bonilla, Advance Behavioral Health 

Becky DeMusis, Advance Behavioral Health 

Jennifer Kryzkowski, Advance Behavioral Health 

Dr. Paulo Correa. Carelon 

Lynn Ringer, Carelon  

Brenda Jackson, Mercer Government Solutions 

Shawn Thiele-Sacks, Mercer Government Solutions 

Public Attendees 

Alan Nolan, Connecticut Counseling Centers, Inc.. 

Amy Galarza, Project REWARD  



    

Public Attendees 

Courtney Hayden 

Ardia Perkins, Louisiana Department of Health, Office of Behavioral Health. Program 

Manager for 1115 SUD Waiver 

Bion Harrigan, The Progressive Institute 

Carissa Bartolini, Danbury CT Counseling Centers, Inc. 

Carolina Grijalba-Rodriguez, Recovery Network of Programs 

Cat Green 

Christina Trani, Southwest Community Health Center 

Courtney Ring, Community Resources for Justice 

Dawn Silver, Bridges Healthcare, Inc 

Donna Rivera 

Esther Gonzalez-Torres, The Life Center 

Jeffrey Greenblatt, CT Counseling-Norwalk 

Jennifer Kolakowski, Recovery Network of Programs 

John D’Eramo, MCCA 

Julia Marsh, LCSW, Gilead Community Services 

L Lolpa 

Lauren Collins, Cornell Scott Hill Health Center 

Linda Allen, Nursing Recovery Network of Programs 

Lindsey Wilson, Root Center for Advanced Recovery 

Matthew Garcia, Recovery Network of Programs 

Meagen Yacobino, Rushford 

Michael LaBianca 

Scott Nelson, MCCA 

Shannon Brewer, Gilead Community Services 

Shelly Michaud, APT Foundation 

Shorey Naphen, Stonington Institute  

Stacy Benson, LADC, Connecticut Counseling Center 

Stephanie Corey, Natchaug Hospital 

Steven Palma, MCCA 

The Life Center 

 

 

Minutes: 

• Director Halsey provided opening remarks. 

• Alexis Mohammed provided an overview of the SUD program background, goals, 

objectives and eligibility. 

• Brenda Jackson and state partner leads reviewed outcome data for Milestones 1-6, 

reviewed HIT metrics and provided qualitative updates on progress toward demonstration 

goals. 

• Carelon shared grievances and appeals data for DY3. 

• Trishan Lakha provided an update on budget neutrality for DY3. 



    

Public Comment/Questions and State responses 

Focus Area Question/Comment State Response 

Monitoring and 

Reporting 

I am concerned about the metric 

that used to only measure IMD 

hospital length of stay and now 

incudes IMD hospital AND RES 

length of stay. It’s like comparing 

apples to oranges. Is this OK? CMS 

is allowing both of these categories 

in one metric?   

 

I am also concerned about the 

decrease in follow-up care after an 

ED intervention. Do the State 

partners have a strategy or plan to 

address this?  Same with the 

preventative/primary care 

intervention.  

 

The state is required to assess 

demonstration outcomes according 

to the CMS approved, Connecticut 

specific, Monitoring Protocol which 

measures the effectiveness of its 

substance use disorder (SUD) 

program based on specific goals, 

milestones, and quantitative metrics. 

It is used to track improvements in 

treatment access, retention, patient 

outcomes, and to reduce preventable 

hospital and emergency department 

use.  

The monitoring is required by the 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 

Services (CMS) and includes both 

the state's internal monitoring and 

an independent evaluation. The 

Monitoring Protocol is posted on the 

Section 1115 Demonstration Waiver 

for Substance Use Disorder (SUD) 

Treatment website on the 1115 

Monitoring and Evaluation tab.  

 

The state recently submitted the 

1115 SUD Demonstration Waiver 

Mid-Point Assessment to CMS. The 

Mid-Point Assessment measures the 

state's progress toward achieving its 

waiver goals by evaluating key 

metrics and implementation 

activities. It provides an opportunity 

for Connecticut and the Centers for 

Medicare & Medicaid Services 

(CMS) to evaluate the 

demonstration's effectiveness and 

address any challenges. Contained 

within that assessment is 

Connecticut’s response to the 

findings and plan for corrective 

action. 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/dss/health-and-home-care/substance-use-disorder-demonstration-project/1115-monitoring-and-evaluation?language=en_US
https://portal.ct.gov/dss/health-and-home-care/substance-use-disorder-demonstration-project/1115-monitoring-and-evaluation?language=en_US

