
Connecticut Board of Examiners for Opticians Regular Meeting of February 5, 2024 

TIME: 8:30 a.m. 

LOCATION: Microsoft TEAMS 

 

MINUTES 

Name Member Present 
(Y/N) 

 DPH STAFF Present 
(Y/N) 

Alden Mead, Esq Board-Public Y  Aden Baume, 

Legal Counsel to the Board 

Y 

Jenney T. Rivard, LO Professional Y  Tyra Anne Peluso, Board 

Liaison 

Y 

    Chris Andresen, DPH Y 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 8:32am 

 

I. MINUTES 

 

•  Alden Mead moved to approve the minutes of the December 4, 2023, regular meeting. 
Jenney Rivard seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

II. DPH UPDATES 

• Chris Andresen provided an update on license examination results, and exam pass rates. 
There was no update on the status of open investigations. No votes were taken. 

• The eyewear exam is scheduled for June 13, 2024, and the contact exam is scheduled for 
June 20, 2024. No votes were taken. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Alden Mead moved to adjourn. Jenney Rivard seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

ADJOURNED AT: 8:47am. 

 



   
 

   
 

 
 

CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR OPTICIANS 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

May 6, 2024 
  
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Jenney T. Rivard, LO 
Minerva Maldonado, LO 
Alden Mead, Esq. 
 
DPH / AAG STAFF PRESENT: 
Ryan Burns, DPH Deputy Legal Director 
Aden Baume, Legal Counsel to the Board 
Stephen Carragher, DPH Public Health Services Manager 
Celeste Dowdell, DPH License and Applications Analyst 
Judith Bailey, DPH License and Applications Analyst 
Derrick Williams, Board Liaison 

 
CALL TO ORDER 8:30 a.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
Minerva Maldonado moved to approve the February 5, 2024 minutes. Alden Mead seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote.  
 
Jenney T. Rivard moved to add Old Business at the end of the agenda. Minerva Maldonado 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote.  
 
CHAIR UPDATES 
Discussion of apprenticeship program. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Discussion on payment for the proctors. 
Discussion regarding licensing candidates for the next exam. 
Discussion regarding practical exams. 
 
Jenney T. Rivard moved to add the subject of the gubernatorial appointment of the new board 
member to the agenda. Alden Mead seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously 
by roll call vote.  
 
ADJOURN 

Jenney T. Rivard moved to adjourn the meeting and Aden Mead seconded the motion. The 
meeting was adjourned at 8:55 a.m. 
 
Jenney T. Ricard, LO 
Chairperson 



Connecticut Board of Examiners for Opticians  
Regular Meeting of August 5, 2024 
TIME: 8:30 a.m. 
LOCATION: Microsoft TEAMS 

 
                                                                              MINUTES 
 

Name Member Present 
(Y/N) 

 DPH STAFF Present 
(Y/N) 

Jenney T. Rivard, LO  Professional Y  Staff Attorney Aden Baume 
Legal Counsel to the Board 

Y 

Minerva Maldonado, LO  Professional  Y  Betty J. Rozario, Board Liaison Y 

Alden Mead, Esq. Board-Public Y  Chris Andresen, DPH Y 

    Judith Bailey, DPH Y 

    Celeste Dowdell, DPH Y 

    Stephen Carragher, DPH Y 

 
 CALL TO ORDER 
 Jenney Rivard called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m. 
 
 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 Jenney Rivard moved to amend the Agenda to table the May 6, 2024 Minutes to the next meeting and add    
 an item about payment for proctors for the practical exam. Minerva Maldonado seconded the motion. The   
 motion passed unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
 REVIEW OF REINSTATEMENT REQUEST 
 Kenneth R. Sternberg    Judith Bailey, DPH 
 Judith Bailey presented Mr. Sternberg’s request for reinstatement of his optician’s license to the    
 Board. Respondent was present.  
 
 Jenney Rivard moved to approve Kenneth R. Sternberg’s license after he completes 14 hours of in   
 person continuing education credits. Minerva Maldonado seconded the motion. By roll call vote, the Board  
 approved the motion unanimously. 
  
 CHAIR UPDATES 
A. There was a discussion regarding setting dates for the next licensing exam in December. 
B. There was a discussion regarding what can be discussed with the colleges outside of meetings. 
C. There was a discussion regarding changes in format to the statute exam. 
D. At 9:00 a.m., Jenney Rivard moved to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the 

licensing exam. Minerva Maldonado seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. All 
members of the public were excused. During Executive Session, no Motions were made, and no votes 
were taken. The following individuals attended the Executive Session: all members of the Board, Staff 
Attorney Aden Baume and Betty J. Rozario, Board Liaison. 

ADJOURNED 
Alden Mead moved to adjourn at 9:54 a.m. The motion passed unanimously. 

 



   
 

   
 

 
 

CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR OPTICIANS 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

December 2, 2024 
  
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Jenney T. Rivard, LO 
Minerva Maldonado, LO 
Alden Mead, Esq. 
 
DPH / AAG STAFF PRESENT: 
Ryan Burns, DPH Deputy Legal Director 
Kevin Hansted, Legal Counsel to the Board 
Stephen Carragher, DPH Public Health Services Manager 
Celeste Dowdell, License and Applications Analyst  
Betty J. Rozario, Board Liaison 

 
CALL TO ORDER. 
Chairperson Jenney T. Rivard called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
Alden Mead moved to approve the August 5, 2024 minutes. Minerva Maldonado seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote.  
 
CHAIR UPDATES 
There was a discussion regarding the licensing exam set for January 9th and 16th, 2025. 
There was a discussion that included requesting updates on the number of candidates taking the 
exam. 
There was a discussion regarding the dates of the Practical exams in 2025. 
There was a question regarding how many investigations are currently underway. 
 
The Board Members discussed the following schedule of meeting dates for 2025 with a start time 
of 8:30 a.m.: 
 
February 3, 2025 
May 5, 2025 
August 4, 2025 
December 1, 2025 
 
Minerva Maldonado moved to approve the 2025 Board of Opticians Regular Meeting dates. Alden 
Mead seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
LICENSING DISCUSSION 
Dr. Aarlan Aceto, O.D., Program Coordinator for CT State Community College-Middlesex Optician 
Program, did a presentation regarding licensing and the Practical exam. 
 
Jenney T. Rivard made a motion to end the discussion regarding the Practical exam. Alden Mead 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote. 
 



   
 

   
 

ORIENTATION 
A. Board Member Orientation Training and Presentation by Ryan Burns, Deputy Legal Director 

 
ADJOURN 

Alden Mead moved to adjourn the meeting and Minerva Maldonado seconded the motion. The 
meeting was adjourned at 9:47 a.m. 
 
Jenney T. Rivard, LO 
Chairperson 
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