The following minutes are draft minutes which are subject to revision and which have not yet been adopted by the Board.

A meeting of the Connecticut Board of Examiners for Opticians was held on February 6, 2023.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Jenney Rivard, L.O

Alden Mead, JD, Public Member
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: None
ALSO PRESENT: Alfreda Gaither, Hearing Officer

Dianne Bertucio, Interim Board Liaison
Stephen Carragher, Public Health Services Manager, Practitioner
Licensing and Investigations Section

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. Participants were present via Microsoft Teams.

l. Minutes
The minutes from December 5, 2022 were reviewed and amended to include the 2023 meeting dates. The
minutes were approved on a motion by Mr. Mead, seconded by Ms. Rivard.

1. DPH Updates
None

I1l. Open Forum
Proposed Apprentice Requirements of Education and Training

There was a discussion regarding the requirements of apprentice education and training.

Mr. Rivard requested the Board revisit apprenticeship education and training requirements.

Retailers Stores Operating Without Optician on Site

There was a discussion by attendees regarding retailers operating without an optician on site and where to
report this violation to the Department of Public Health.

V. Adjourn
As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:34 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jenney Rivard, LO
Connecticut Board of Examiners for Opticians



BOARD OR COMMISSION: Opticians Board
DATE: May 22, 2023

TIME: 8:30

LOCATION: Microsoft TEAMS

MEETING MINUTES

Present T
Name Member Y/N) DPH STAFF YN
Alden Mead, Esq Public v Stacy Schulman, Y

Legal Counsel to the Board

Jenny T. Rivard, LO Y

CALL TO ORDER 8:47 am
1. Minutes

Review and approval of the minutes from February 6, 2023: Attorney Alden Mead moved to accept the
minutes. Jenney Rivard seconded. Unanimously approved.

2. DPH Updates

Update on Upcoming License Examination: Judith Bailey, DPH presented— there 22 candidates for the
upcoming exam.

3. Old Business

A. Proposed Regulations Regarding Requirements for Education and Training for Apprentices

Dante Costa, Public Health Policy Associate (Policy Office) — Attorney Costa asked what the Board is
interested in changing. Ms. Rivard discussed that the Board is interested in increasing the
apprenticeship requirements to include optical and eyewear and the Contact Lens Society’s contact
lenses study. Goal is to address uniformity and examination passage rates.

Attorney Costa suggested not adding specifically named courses to allow more flexibility in selections.
Attorney Costa’s office will help with the drafting.

Skip Rivard from the CT Opticians Association spoke about apprenticeships and what’s included in the
course of training for licensure. He noted that there was previous discussion listed in minutes of
December 2013. There is concern regarding the lack of hands-on training of opticians. Would like to



break down the required hours into different components to include specific disciplines. The statute
presently includes a “limited apprenticeship.” The Board would work on the issue with Attorney Costa
by scheduling additional meetings.

Attorney Costa provided information regarding the overall regulation process.

This discussion was for informational purposes only. No votes were taken.

B. Review of Recent Legislative Change to Connecticut General Statute § 20-150 - Optical Selling Permits.

Attorney Costa provided clarification regarding signage requirement: §20-150(e) provides that a
violation of subsection (a) of §20-150 constitutes an unfair trade practice under subsection (a) of section
42-110b which is enforced by Dept. of Consumer Protection. She stated there are no formatting
requirements, only content. The Department of Public Health does not enforce anything that has to do
with an unfair trade practice. Board was interested in seeing signage requirements publicized
somewhere and to have notification go out to all of the optical shops. Mr. Rivard noted that § 20-139a(c)
provides the Commissioner the authority to “enforce such regulations as the commissioner deems
necessary to maintain proper professional and ethical standards for opticians.” The Board would like
something to go out regarding the size, location, and placement of signage.

This discussion was for informational purposes only. No votes were taken.
4. New Business : None

5. Public Comment : None

ADJOURNMENT
Motion to Adjourn made by: Attorney Mead
Seconded by: Ms. Rivard
VOTE: Unanimous

Adjourned at: 9:25 am



BOARD OR COMMISSION: Board of Examiners for Opticians
Regular Meeting of August 7, 2023

TIME: 8:30

LOCATION: Microsoft TEAMS

MINUTES

Member Present DPH STAFF Present

(YIN) (YIN)

Alfreda Gaither, Y
Alden Mead, Esq Boar(_j ) Y Legal Counsel to the Board
Public
Y Tyra Anne Peluso Y

Jenny T. Rivard, LO  |Professional

CALL TO ORDER 8:30 am

1. Minutes
Review and approval of the minutes from May 22, 2023: Attorney Alden Mead moved to accept the
minutes. Jenney Rivard seconded. Unanimously approved.

2. Old Business

A. Proposed Regulations Regarding Requirements for Education and Training for Apprentices Chris
Andresen, Practitioner License and Investigation Section (PLIS)

Chris Andresen informed the Board that the Department does not intend to issue proposed
regulations to add additional training requirements for apprentices; but rather, the Department is
currently reviewing the licensing exam itself in light of the low pass rates for all applicants (not just
apprentices) on two of the three portions of the exam.

Jenny Rivard suggested that additional information is needed relative to a historical pass rate going
back approximately 10 years to look at what may have changed impacting the results. Also is it
certain portion of the exam specifically or possibly by school.

3. New Business

A. Discussion of National Academy of Opticians Career Progression Program

Jenny Rivard stated this should be discussed when the board is closer to a decision on what is
needed/wanted. Skip Rivard suggested they hear a discussion of programs in various states.
Aarlan Acesto of Middlesex Community College (program coordinator) discussed high level
concerns with test, specific to contact lens safety. Chris Andresen stated that the Department has
no issue in using the national requirement. Jenny Rivard stated that additional board members are
needed to properly assess and evaluate consistency among programs and decide.

4. Public Comment : None,

ADJOURNMENT
Motion to Adjourn made by Alden Mead; Seconded by Ms. Rivard; VOTE: Unanimous

Adjourned at: 9:09 am



Connecticut Board of Examiners for Opticians

Regular Meeting of December 4, 2023
TIME: 8:30a.m.
LOCATION: Microsoft TEAMS

MINUTES

Present Present
Member (YIN) DPH STAFF (YIN)

Aden Baume, Y
Alden Mead, Esq Bpouabrfijc- Y Legal Counsel to the Board
Jenney T. Rivard, LO |Professional Y Tyra Anne Peluso, Board Y
Liaison
Laura Morris, DPH Y
Celeste Dowdell, DPH Y

CALLTO ORDER 8:43 am

I MINUTES

Jenney Rivard moved to amend the minutes of the August 7, 2023, regular meeting to clarify her
membership on the Board. Alden Mead seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Alden Mead moved to approve the minutes, as amended. Jenney Rivard seconded the motion. The motion
passed unanimously.

Jenney Rivard moved to add discussion of a letter received from Vision to Learn to the agenda. Alden Mead
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

. CHAIR UPDATE
Jenny Rivard informed the Board that the schedule of regular meetings for 2024 is as follows:
2024 Regular Meeting Dates (Mondays at 8:30 AM):

February 5, 2024

May 6, 2024

August 5, 2024

December 2, 2024

ll. NEW BUSINESS
The Board addressed a letter received from Vision to Learn (VTL) in which VTL proposed that
individuals other than opticians should be able to deliver/dispense prescription eyewear. A
representative of VTL was present at the meeting and addressed the Board. VTL was advised that
this proposal would require a legislative change. No votes were taken.

V. DPH UPDATES

Laura Morris provided an update on license examination results, exam pass rates, and the sale of

over-the-counter contact lenses. There was no update on the status of open investigations. No
votes were taken.

ADJOURNMENT



Alden Mead moved to adjourn. Jenney Rivard seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Adjourned at: 9:50 am
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