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CALL TO ORDER          8:32 am 

Gina Reiners moved to add a Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges in the matter of 
Kristen Jodoin, RN, Petition No. 2021-248 and 2021-615 to the agenda.  Brett Prestia 
seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote. 
 

Lisa Freeman moved to remove the word hearing from agenda Item No. 5.  Rebecca 
Martinez seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote. 
 

Chair Bouffard removed the hearing for Kristen Jodoin from the agenda. 
 

Cynthia Arpin moved to add Discussion of Board Attendance to the agenda.  Rebecca 
Martinez seconded.  Following vote by roll the motion was approved. 
 
  



 

 

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 6, 2023, SPECIAL MEETING 

• Gina Reiners moved to approve the minutes of the December 20, 2023, regular 
meeting, as presented.  Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion.  The motion was 
approved unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

CHAIR UPDATE 

• The National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) meeting dates for 2024 
were shared.  

• Discussion of Board Attendance.  Due to the recent resignation of a member of the 
Board, there was concern about the presence of a quorum for future meetings and 
all Board members were encouraged to try to attend all Board meetings in 2024. The 
chairperson stated that individuals can submit an application to serve on the Board 
via the State of Connecticut Executive Branch Jobs website. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

• There was no public comment. 
 

SCHOOL ISSUES 

• St. Vincent’s College at Sacred Heart University.   Professor Tammey Dickerson and 

Dean Karen Daley appeared for Scared Heart University to provide notice of intent 

to transfer the existing associate degree in nursing program to the Davis/Henley 

College of Nursing at Sacred Heart.  The Board requested additional documentation 

from the schools and continued discussion and consideration of the matter to the 

January 17, 2024, meeting.  

MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 

• Kristen Jodoin, RN, Petition No. 2021-248; 2021-615.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
appeared for the Department.  Respondent did not appear.  Gina Reiners moved to 
grant the motion to withdraw the statement of charges.  Salvatore Diaz seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote. 

 
DEPARTMENT PRESENTATION OF REINSTATEMENT REQUEST 

• Naomi Williams-Wal, Petition No. 2023-186.  Dana Dalton presented the 
reinstatement documentation on behalf of DPH.  Respondent did not appear. 
Following discussion, the Board advised DPH to obtain additional information and 
continued the matter to a later date.  No votes were taken.  
 

HEARINGS 

• Lalaynya Grilley, RN, Petition No. 2022-106; 2023-156.  Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan 
appeared for the Department.  Respondent did not appear.   Gina Reiners moved to 
grant the Department’s motion to deem the allegations admitted.  Lisa Freeman 
seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote.  

 
Following the close of hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding.  Gina Reiners 
made a motion, seconded by Cynthia Arpin, that the respondent be found on all 
charges.  The motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote. 



 

 

  
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by  Rebecca Martinez, that respondent’s 
license be revoked.  The motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote. 

 
ADJOURNMENT  

• Brett Prestia made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Cynthia Arpin.  
The motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:36a.m. 
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CALL TO ORDER 8:36am 

ROLE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE  
Dan Shapiro, Deputy Associate Attorney General and Chief of the Health and Education 
Section, informed the Board that the Attorney General’s Office  will  provide legal advice 
to the Board during its meetings and hearings, effective as of today’s meeting.  
Assistant Attorney General  (AAG) Elizabeth Bannon, AAG Cynthia Mahon, and AAG 
Alina Bricklan-Goldstein also attended the meeting.. 
 
MINUTES OF JANUARY 3, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 

• Lisa Freeman moved to amend the minutes of the January 3, 2024, regular meeting.  
Brett Prestia seconded the motion.  The motion was ‘tabled’.  Lisa Freeman moved 
to approve the amended minutes of the January 3, 2024, regular meeting. Brett 
Prestia seconded the motion.  Mary Dietmann abstained.  Following vote by roll the 
motion was approved. 

 
 
 

 



 

 

MEMORANDUM OF DECISION  

• Mary Elizabeth Taylor, RN, Petition No. 2023-581.  Gina Reiners moved to approve 
the MOD as presented.  Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved unanimously by roll call vote.  

• Beatriz McMillian, RN, Petition No. 2023-681.  Mary Dietmann moved to correct the 
petition number on the agenda from 2023-687 to 2023-681.  Salvatore Diaz 
seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote.  Mary 
Dietmann moved to approve the MOD as presented.  Cindy Arpin seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote. 

 
SCHOOL ISSUES 

• Sacred Heart University – Continued discussion of an associate degree program 
(“ADN”) at the Davis/Henley College of Nursing.  Professor Tammey Dickerson and 
Dean Karen Daley appeared for Scared Heart University.  Following discussion, the 
Board concluded that the matter is an administrative name change with no Board 
action needed.  No votes were taken.  

• Mitchell College – Notice of Intent to Establish a Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
Program.  Susanne Cammarata presented the notice of intent on behalf of Mitchell 
College. Tracy Espy appeared for Mitchell College.  No votes were taken. 

  
REVIEW OF REINSTATMENT APPLICATION (Additional Information)  

• Naomi Williams-Wal, RN, Petition No 2023-186.  Dana Dalton presented the 
reinstatement documentation on behalf of DPH.  Respondent  appeared.  Following 
discussion, the Board informed DPH staff on reinstatement requirements. No votes 
were taken. 

 
CHAIR UPDATE 

• 2024 Regular Meeting Dates. The June 19, 2024, regular meeting is canceled.   
 

THE CONNECTICUT CENTER FOR NURSING WORKFORCE, INC.  

• Monthly update provided by Linda Wagner, Co-Chair for Deans and Directors and 
Marcia Proto, Executive Director. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

• There was no public comment. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  

• Mary Dietmann made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Lisa 
Freeman.  Brett Prestia abstained.  Following vote by roll call the motion was 
approved.   
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:38 a.m. 
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CALL TO ORDER 8:31AM 

Salvatore Diaz moved to add a motion for summary suspension for Heidi A. Smith, RN, 

to the agenda.  Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion.  Following vote by roll the 

motion was approved. 

Lisa Freeman moved to add a motion for summary suspension for Christopher Lee 

Bruender, RN, to the agenda.  Attorney Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt, appearing on 

behalf of Respondent, objected.  Pat Bouffard overruled the objection.  Salvatore Diaz 

seconded the motion.  Following vote by roll the motion was approved. 

 
MINUTES OF JANUARY 17, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 
Mary Dietmann moved to approve the minutes of the January 17, 2024, regular 
meeting. Gina Reiners seconded the motion.  Following vote by roll the motion was 
approved. 
 
 
 



 

 

SCHOOL ISSUES 
Lincoln Technical Institute,  Shelton Campus, Day Group.  Ruth Sarah Mazzaferro, 
Patricia Delucia and Attorney Roger Swartzwelder appeared on behalf of Lincoln 
Technical Institute.  Gina Reiners moved to open fact finding to permit Lincoln Technical 
Institute the opportunity to present closing arguments.  Lisa Freeman seconded the 
motion.  A vote by roll call was taken.  Mary Dietmann voted nay.  The motion was 
approved. 
 
Porter and Chester Institute, Waterbury Campus, Evening Group.  Sherry Greifzu and 
Attorneys Joan Feldman and Eric DelPozo appeared on behalf of Porter and Chester 
Institute.  Gina Reiners moved to open fact finding to permit Porter and Chester Institute 
the opportunity to present closing arguments.  Lisa Freeman seconded the motion.  A 
vote by roll call was taken.  Mary Dietmann voted nay.  Salvatore Diaz abstained.  The 
motion was approved. 
 
 
MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Heidi A. Smith, R.N., Petition Number: 2023-1426.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
presented the motion on behalf of the Department.  Mary Dietman moved to grant the 
Department’s motion to summarily suspend Respondent.  Salvatore Diaz seconded the 
motion.  Following vote by roll the motion was approved. 
 
Christopher Lee Bruender, RN; Petition No. 2024-79.  Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 
presented the motion on behalf of the Department. Gina Reiners moved to grant the 
Department’s motion to summarily suspend Respondent.  Cindy Arpin seconded the 
motion.  Following discussion, the motion was denied by roll call vote. 
. 

 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Krystle Fabozzi, L.P.N.*, Petition No. 2022-748.  Gina Reiners moved to approve the 
MOD as presented.  Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion.  The motion was 
approved unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
Carol Pulliam, RN, Petition No. 2022-413.  Gina Reiners moved to approve the MOD as 
presented.  Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 
unanimously by roll call vote. 
   
Heidi A Smith, RN*, Petition No. 2023-954.  Rebecca Martinez moved to reject the MOD 
as presented.  Mary Dietmann seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 
unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
Conrado Macapagal Valido Jr., LPN*, Petition No. 2023-1071.  Mary Dietmann moved 
to approve the MOD as presented.  Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion.  The 
motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote. 
 



 

 

Nicole R. Slonski, L.P.N., Petition No. 2022-1019.  Rebecca Martinez moved to approve 
the MOD as presented.  Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion.  The motion was 
approved unanimously by roll call vote.  
 
MOTION TO MODIFY MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Beatriz McMillian, RN*, Petition No. 2023-687.    Cindy Arpin moved to correct a 
scrivener error of the petition number from 2023-687 to 2023-681.  Salvatore Diaz 
seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote.   
 
Gina Reiners moved to deny the motion to modify the memorandum of decision.  Cindy 
Arpin seconded the motion.  Following discussion, the motion was approved 
unanimously by roll call vote. 
  
PRE-HEARING REVIEW 
Athena Fidas, RN, Petition No. 2021-862.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for 
the Department.  Respondent appeared.   
 
Sarah Gantley, APRN, Petition No. 2021-989, Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared 
for the Department.  Attorney Rebecca Brindley appeared on behalf of Respondent. 
 
Melissa M. Castelli, RN, Petition No. 2023-903.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared 
for the Department.  Respondent did not appear. 

 
CHAIR UPDATE 
National Council of State Boards of Nursing.  Pat Bouffard and Mary Dietmann provided 
an update on regulations in process related to school funding and transparency of 
licensure data. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment.       
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Brett Prestia made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Rebecca 
Martinez.  Following vote by roll call the motion was approved.   

 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:31AM 
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CALL TO ORDER 8:33AM 

Mary Dietmann moved to add consideration of a Summary Suspension for Angel 

Predzimirski, RN, to the agenda.  Cindy Arpin seconded the motion.  Following vote by 

roll call the motion was approved. 

Gina Reiners moved to add Chair Update to the agenda.  Cindy Arpin seconded the 

motion.  Following vote by roll call the motion was approved. 

Mary Dietmann moved to add legal update to the agenda.  Lisa Freeman seconded the 

motion.  Following vote by roll call the motion was approved. 

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 7, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 
Gina Reiners moved to approve the minutes of the February 7, 2024, regular meeting. 
Mary Dietmann seconded the motion.  Following vote by roll call the motion was 
approved. 
 



 

 

 
LEGAL UPDATE 
Deputy Legal Director Ryan Burns provided a brief informational legal update relating to 
the timing of processing of agenda related documents.  No votes were taken. 
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Jacqueline Alumno, RN*, Petition No. 2023-137.  Cindy Arpin moved to approve the 
memorandum of decision as presented.  Mary Dietmann seconded the motion.  The 
motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote.    

 
SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Angel Predzimirski, RN, Petition No. 2024-166.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared 
for the Department.  Respondent did not appear.  Cindy Arpin moved to grant the 
Department’s motion to summarily suspend Respondent.  Mary Dietmann seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote.    
 
CONSIDERATION OF REINSTATEMENT CONSENT ORDER 
Fernando L. Roldan, Unlicensed R.N., Petition No. 2021-786.  Staff Attorney Craig 
Sullivan appeared for the Department.  Lisa Freeman moved to accept the 
reinstatement consent order. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion.  Gina Reiners 
recused herself.  Following vote by roll call, the remaining Board members approved the 
motion. 

 
HEARINGS 
Heidi A. Smith, RN*, Petition No. 2023-1426.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for 
the Department.  Respondent appeared.  Respondent provided a verbal answer 
admitting to the statement of charges.   
 
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Salvatore Diaz, to enter Executive Session 
for the purpose of discussing confidential medical and treatment records.    The motion 
was approved unanimously.  The Board entered executive session at 9:43 a.m.  All 
members of the Board, with the exception of Brett Prestia, Assistant Attorney General 
Elizabeth Bannon and Alina Bricklin-Goldstein, Staff Attorney Stacy Schulman, Attorney 
Newton, Department witness Lavita Sookrum, the Respondent, Board Liaison Tyra 
Anne Peluso, and the stenographer were present during executive session.  There were 
no votes taken during the executive session.  Public session resumed at 10:14 a.m. 
 
Following the close of hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding.  Lisa Freeman  made 
a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that the respondent be found on all charges.  
The motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote. 

  
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by  Mary Dietmann, that respondent be placed 
on probation with conditions.  The motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
 
 



 

 

Mary Archer, RN*, Petition No. 2022-908.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton for the 
Department.  Respondent did not appear.   
 
The Department renewed its motion from the continued hearing to deem allegations 
admitted.  Lisa Freeman moved to approve the Department’s motion to deem 
allegations admitted.  Cindy Arpin seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 
unanimously by roll call vote. 
Following the close of hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding.  Gina Reinders  made 
a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that the respondent be found on all charges.  
The motion was approved by roll call vote, with Brett Prestia not present. 

  
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by  Mary Dietmann, that respondent’s license 
be revoked.  The motion was approved by roll call vote, with Brett Prestia not present. 
 
 
SCHOOL ISSUES 
Arizona College of Nursing: Fourth Quarterly Report.  Vincent Salyers provided an 
informational update on the fourth quarter report.  No votes were made. 
 
Central Connecticut State University: Letter of Intent to Establish an Accelerated 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing Program.  Kerri Langevin and Sara Horniak present.  An 
informational update was provided related to the establishment of the Accelerated 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing Program.  No votes were made. 
 
Lincoln Technical Institute: Proposal for Curriculum Revision.  Patricia Delucia, Dean of 
Nursing appeared for Lincoln Technical Institute and discussed the proposed decrease 
in program hours.  Deborah Little, Laura McKeown and Ruth-Sarah Mazzaferro were 
also present for Lincoln Technical Institute.  
 
Mary Dietmann moved to accept the proposed curriculum revision.  Brett Prestia 
seconded the motion.  Salvatore Diaz was not present.  The remaining members voted 
to approve the motion. 
 
Mitchell College: Appointment of Nursing Administrator.  Tracy Esty and Jaime Sinutko 
appeared for Michelle College.  Jaime Sinutko, interim director of nursing, provided an 
informational summary to the Board.  Following brief discussion and a request that the 
organizational chart be provided, Mary Dietmann  made a motion to approve the 
appointment of Jaime Sinutko.  Cindy Arpin seconded the motion.  Salvatore Diaz was 
not present.  The remaining members voted to approve the motion. 
 
Western Connecticut State University, Appointment of Nursing Administrator and 
Feasibility Study.  JeanetteLupinaci and Joan Paladino appeared for Western 
Connecticut State University.   
 
Gina Reiners moved to accept the appointment of Jeanette Lupinaci as department 
chair for the accelerated baccalaureate school of nursing program at Western 



 

 

Connecticut State University.  Brett Prestia seconded the motion.  The motion was 
approved by roll call vote. 
 
Salvatore Diaz made a motion to approve the Feasibility Study proposal for an 
accelerated baccalaureate school of nursing program.  Gina Reiners seconded the 
motion.  Mary Dietmann and Cindy Arpin recused themselves.  The remaining board 
members approved the motion by roll call vote. 

 
THE CONNECTICUT CENTER FOR NURSING WORKFORCE, INC.  
Linda Wagner, Co-Chair for the Connecticut Center for Nursing Workforce, Inc. Deans 
and Directors Counsel provided an informational update.  No votes were made. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment.  
 
CHAIR UPDATE 
New Board member Dr. Camille Payne was announced but was not present at today’s 
meeting.  The National Council Licensure Examination 2023 stats were provided as an 
informational update.  No votes were made. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Lisa Freeman made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann.  
Following vote by roll call the motion was approved.   

 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:36 p.m. 
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CALL TO ORDER 8:33AM 

Gina Reiners moved to add a Summary Suspension for Samantha Barletta, RN, to the 
agenda.  Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion.  Following vote by roll call the motion was 
approved. 
 
MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 21, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 
Gina Reiners moved to approve the minutes of the February 21, 2024, regular meeting, 
as amended.  Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion.  Michael Cartier and Camille Payne 
abstained.  The remaining members voted to approve the motion. 
 



 

 

MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Tracy L. Rosenzweig, LPN Petition No. 2022-859.  Gina Reiners moved to approve the 

memorandum of decision as presented.  Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion.  

Michael Cartier abstained.  The remaining members voted to approve the motion. 

CONSENT ORDER 
Melissa M. Castelli, RN Petition No. 2023-903.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared 

for the Department.  Respondent was not present.  Gina Reiners moved to accept the 

reinstatement consent order. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion.  Michael Cartier and 

Camille Payne abstained.  The remaining members voted to deny the motion. 

SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Samantha Barletta, RN, Petition Number: 2024-88.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
appeared for the Department.  Respondent did not appear.  Cynthia Arpin moved to 
grant the Department’s motion to summarily suspend Respondent.  Salvatore Diaz 
seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by roll call vote.  Michael Cartier, 
Camille Payne, and Rebecca Martinez abstained. The remaining members voted to 
approve the motion.  
 
HEARINGS 
Sarah Valentine, LPN Petition No. 2023-335.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for 
the Department.  Respondent was not present.   

 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s motion to deem allegations admitted.  
Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion.  Michael Cartier abstained.  The remaining 
members voted to approve the motion.   
 
Following the close of hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding.  Gina Reiners made a 
motion, seconded by Salvatore Diaz, that the respondent be found on all charges.  The 
remaining board members voted to approve the motion. 

  
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Salvatore Diaz, that respondent’s license be 
revoked.   Following vote by roll call the motion was approved.. 
 
 

Candace Staines, RN* Petition No. 2022-470.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared 
for the Department.  Respondent was not present.   

 
Lisa Freeman moved to grant the Department’s motion to deem allegations admitted.  
Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion.   Following vote by roll call the motion was 
approved. 
 
Following the close of hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding.  Rebecca Martinez 
made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, that the respondent be found on all 
charges.  Following vote by roll call the motion was approved. 
  



 

 

Rebecca Martinez made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, that respondent’s 
license be revoked.  The remaining board members approved the motion. 
 

 

Angel Predzirmirski, RN* Petition No. 2024-166. .Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared 
for the Department.  Respondent appeared.  Respondent provided a verbal answer to 
the statement of charges.   

 
Brett Prestia made a motion, seconded by Rebecca Martinez, to enter Executive 
Session for the purpose of discussing confidential medical records.    The motion was 
approved by roll call vote.  Michael Cartier was not present for the vote.  The Board 
entered executive session at 10:11 a.m.  All members of the Board (with the exception 
of Michael Cartier), Assistant Attorney General Elizabeth Bannon, Alina Bricklin-
Goldstein, and Cynthia Mahon, Staff Attorney Stacy Schulman and Aden Baume, Staff 
Attorney Joelle Newton, Department witness Dr. Fred Brown, the Respondent, Board 
Liaison Tyra Anne Peluso, and the stenographer were present during executive session.  
There were no votes taken during the executive session.  Public session resumed at 
11:06 a.m. 
 
Salvatore Diaz moved to grant the Department motion to deem Dr. Fred Brown an 
expert witness in Blood Alcohol Testing.  Lisa Freeman seconded the motion.  The 
motion was approved by roll call vote.  Michael Cartier was not present for the vote 
 
Following the close of hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding.  Gina Reiners made a 
motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, that the respondent be found on all charges.  The 
motion was approved by roll call vote.  Michael Cartier, Camille Payne, and Brett Prestia 
abstained. 

  
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by  Lisa Freeman, that respondent be placed 
on probation with conditions.  The motion was approved by roll call vote.  Michael 
Cartier, Camille Payne and Brett Prestia abstained. 
 
Cynthia Arpin made a motion to vacate the summary suspension, effective immediately. 
Salvatore Dia seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by roll call vote.  
Michael Cartier, Camille Payne and Brett Prestia abstained. 
 
 
Porter and Chester Institute Waterbury Campus, Evening Group.  Salvatore Diaz and 
Cynthia Arpin recused themselves for this hearing. 
Attorney Eric DelPozo, Attorney Joan Feldman, Sherry Greifzu, and Heather Mallon 
appeared for Porter and Chester Institute.   Attorney DelPozo made closing arguments.  
 
Following the close of hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding.  Gina Reiners made a 
motion to vacate the finding made during the December 6, 2023, meeting to remove 
Porter and Chester Institute from the approved LPN programs in the State of 



 

 

Connecticut.  Lisa Freeman seconded the motion.  Michael Cartier, Brett Prestia, and 
Camille Payne abstained.  The remaining board members voted to approve the motion.  
 
 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to remove the program from 
the approved LPN programs in the State of Connecticut.  Michael Cartier and Camille 
Payne abstained.  The remaining board members voted to deny the motion. 
 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to grant conditional approval 
of one year to the Porter and Chester Institute Waterbury Evening group LPN program.  
Michael Cartier abstained.  The remaining board members voted to approve the motion. 
 
PRE-HEARING REVIEW  

Jennifer L. Urbano, LPN Petition No. 2022-1131.  Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 
appeared for the Department.  Respondent was not present.  Following a brief 
discussion a recommendation was provided.  No votes were made. 
 
SCHOOL ISSUES 
Mitchell College - Organizational Chart.  Following brief discussion, requests for 
additional information be provided on the organizational chart.  No votes were made. 

  

Western Connecticut State University – Letter of Appointment for Dr. Jeanette Lupinacci 
was provided to the Board.  No votes were made. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment.  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Gina Reiners made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman.    
The motion was approved by roll call vote.  Camille Payne, Michael Carier and Brett 
Prestia were not present.    

 
The meeting was adjourned at  1:35p.m. 
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CALL TO ORDER 8:43AM 

 
MINUTES OF MARCH 6, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 
Lisa Freeman moved to approve the minutes of the March 6, 2024, regular meeting, as 
amended.  Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion.  Cheryl-Ann Resha and Mary 
Dietmann abstained.  The remaining members voted to approve the motion. 
 

  



 

 

 
SUMMARY SUSPEMSION 
Alexandra Kavanagh, RN, Petition No. 2023-249.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
appeared for the Department.  Respondent did not appear.  
 
Mary Dietmann moved to deny Respondent’s Motion for continuance, objected to by the 
Department.  Gina Reiners seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by roll call 
vote. 
 
Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department’s motion to summarily suspend 
Respondent and overrule the Respondent’s objection to the Departments’ motion.  Gina 
Reiners seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by roll call vote.   
 
Janice Pierre, RN, Petition No. 2023-248.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for 
the Department.  Respondent did not appear.  Mary Dietmann moved to grant the 
Department’s motion to summarily suspend Respondent.  Salvatore Diaz seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Simone Elizabeth Escoffery-Dick, RN, Petition No. 2023-246.  Staff Attorney Linda 
Fazzina appeared for the Department.    Respondent not present.  Gina Reiners moved 
to deny Respondent’s Motion for continuance, objected to by the Department.  Mary 
Dietmann seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s motion to summarily suspend 
Respondent.  Mary Dietmann seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by roll 
call vote.   
 
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 

Tracy L. Rosenzweig, LPN Petition No. 2022-859.  Gina Reiners moved to approve the 

memorandum of decision as presented.  Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion.  

Michael Cartier and Camille Payne abstained.  The remaining members voted to 

approve the motion. 

 

Sheila Harrington, RN*, Petition No. 2023-271.  Gina Reiners moved to approve the 
Memorandum of Decision, as presented.  Mary Dietmann seconded the motion.  
Michael Cartier abstained.  The motion was denied following vote by roll call. 
 
Mary Dietmann moved to table the matter to the  April 3, 2024, regular meeting.  Gina 
Reiners seconded the motion.   The motion was approved following vote by roll call. 
   
Christopher J. Kay, RN*, Petition No. 2023-1397.  Rebecca Martinez moved to approve 
the memorandum of decision as presented.  Mary Dietmann seconded the motion.  The 
motion was approved following vote by roll call. 
 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Departments-and-Agencies/DPH/dph/phho/Nursing_Board/Agenda/2024/March/March-20/Agenda-Links/Statement-of-Charges_kavanagh.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Departments-and-Agencies/DPH/dph/phho/Nursing_Board/Agenda/2024/March/March-20/Agenda-Links/Statement-of-Charges_Pierre.pdf
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https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Departments-and-Agencies/DPH/dph/phho/Nursing_Board/Agenda/2024/March/March-20/Agenda-Links/harringtondraftMOD31224.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Departments-and-Agencies/DPH/dph/phho/Nursing_Board/Agenda/2024/March/March-20/Agenda-Links/kayMOD31124--ABG-Final.pdf


 

 

Awa Ndao, RN*, Petition No. 2022-1116.  Mary Dietmann moved to approve the 
memorandum of decision as presented.  Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion.  The 
motion was approved following vote by roll call. 
 
MODIFICATION OF CONSENT ORDER 
Christopher Lee Bruender, RN, Petition No. 2024-79.  Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 
appeared for the Department.   Respondent present.  Attorney Leonhardt present for 
Respondent.  Mary Dietmann moved to accept the modification of consent order.  Lisa 
Freeman seconded the motion.  The motion was approved following vote by roll call. 

 
REINSTATEMENT CONSENT ORDER 
Naomi Williams-Wal, RN, Petition No. 2023-186.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
appeared for the Department.  Respondent was not present.  Gina Reiners moved to 
accept the reinstatement consent order.  Lisa Freeman seconded the motion.  The 
motion was approved following vote by roll call. 

 
CONSENT ORDER 
Viktoriya Stork, APRN, Petition Nos. 2019-1241 and 2021-227.  Staff Attorney Linda 
Fazzina appeared for the Department.   Respondent was present.  Attorney Ed Mayer 
present for Respondent.  Gina Reiners moved to accept the consent order.  Mary 
Dietmann seconded the motion.  The motion was approved following vote by roll call. 

 
HEARINGS 
Christopher Lee Bruender, RN, Petition No. 2024-79.  Gina Reiners moved to remove 
this item from the agenda based on the earlier approval of the modification of consent 
order.  Mary Dietmann seconded the motion.  Following vote by roll call the motion was 
approved. 
 
Samantha Barletta, RN*, Petition No. 2024-88.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared 
for the Department.  Respondent was not present.   
 
Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department’s motion to deem allegations admitted.  
Gina Reiners seconded the motion.   Following vote by roll call the motion was 
approved. 
 
Following the close of hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding.  Gina Reiners made a 
motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that the respondent be found on all charges.  
Following vote by roll call the motion was approved. 
  
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that respondent’s license 
be revoked.  The remaining board members approved the motion. 
 

PRE-HEARING REVIEW  

Melissa M. Castelli, RN, Petition No. 2023-903.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared 
for the Department.  Respondent was not present.  Following a brief discussion a 
recommendation was provided.  No votes were made. 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Departments-and-Agencies/DPH/dph/phho/Nursing_Board/Agenda/2024/March/March-20/Agenda-Links/MOD-3-12-24-ABG-Final.pdf
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Laura L. Stewart, RN, Petition No. 2023-530.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for 
the Department.  Respondent was not present.  Following a brief discussion a 
recommendation was provided.  No votes were made. 
 
SCHOOL ISSUES 
Albertus Magnus College.  Cindy Jeffrey present.  An informational update was provided 
related to the establishment of a new Licensed Practical Nurse to Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing program.  No votes were made. 
  
Eastern Connecticut State University.  Review of the Feasibility Study and qualifications 
of Christina Nadeau to be appointed as a Nursing Administrator.   Christina Nadeau, 
Linday Boucher, and Geeta Thapa present.   
 
Gina Reiners made a motion to approve the Feasibility Study proposal for Eastern 
Connecticut State University.  Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion.  Mary Dietmann 
recused herself.  Salvatore Diaz and Cheryl-Ann Resha abstained.  The remaining 
board members approved the motion by roll call vote. 
 
Gina Reiners moved to accept the appointment of Christina Nadeau as nursing 
administrator at Eastern  Connecticut State University.  Pat Bouffard seconded the 
motion.  Salvatore Diaz abstained.  The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
  

Goodwin University.   Review of the Feasibility Study and qualifications of a candidate to 
be appointed as a Nursing Administrator.  Vivian Friday, Karen Therian, Michael 
Paradles, and Robert Decrescenzo present.   
 
The consideration of the Feasibility Study is tabled to the April 3, 2024, regular meeting.   
 
Gina Reiners made a motion to accept the appointment of Karen Therian, as Program 

Director, new licensed practical nurse program at Goodwin University, pending 

submission of filing of updated documentation.  Mary Dietmann seconded the motion.   

Salvatore Diaz abstained.  The motion was approved by roll call vote. 

Griffin Hospital School of Allied Health Careers Practical Nursing Program.  Amanda 

Bell and Kaylan Bennett appeared for Griffin Hospital and discussed the proposed 

decrease in program hours to align with new federal requirements.   

Mary Dietmann moved to approve the change to curriculum.  Gina Reiners seconded 

the motion.  Salvatore Diaz recused himself.   The motion was approved by roll call 

vote. 

Mitchell College.  Updated Organizational Chart.  An informational update was provided 
by Jaime Sinutko related to the submission of an organizational chart.  No votes were 
made. 
   



 

 

Western Connecticut State University.  An informational update was provided by Inna 
Erlikh related to the completion of onsite visit.  Jeanette Lupinacci was present for 
Western Connecticut State University.  Gina Reiners moved to approve facilities for 
Western Connecticut State University.  Cheryl-Ann Resha seconded the motion.   The 
motion was approved by roll call vote.  
 
THE CONNECTICUT CENTER FOR NURSING WORKFORCE, INC. – Monthly Update 
The update was deferred to the April 3, 2024, regular meeting.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Public comment made related to the number of regular meetings conducted by the 
Nursing Board as well as the organization of agenda items.  Counsel to the Board will 
provide guidance to the Board on this matter. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Lisa Freeman made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Salvatore Diaz    
The motion was approved by roll call vote.    

 
The meeting was adjourned at  1:26p.m. 
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CALL TO ORDER 9:10 AM 

 
MINUTES OF March 20, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 
The review of the minutes of the March 20, 2024, meeting was continued until the next 
regular meeting.  
 
  



 

 

 
SUMMARY SUSPEMSION 
Anita Ajagbe, RN, Petition No. 2022-1089.  Staff Attorney Lisa Fazzina appeared for the 
Department.  Respondents Attorney Lawerence Kobak appeared.  
 
Cynthia Arpin moved to grant the Department’s motion to summarily suspend 
Respondent.  Gina Reiners seconded the motion. Respondent’s Attorney objected. The 
object was overruled and the motion to summarily suspend the Respondent was 
approved by roll call vote. 
 
Vennesha Hunter, RN, Petition 2023-279. Staff Attorney Craig A. Sullivan appeared for 
the Department. Attorney Sullivan requested this matter be moved to a later time due to 
Respondent’s Attorney not being present. 
 
Mary Dietmann made a motion to move Vennesha Hunter, RN to a later point in the 
agenda. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. This motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
 
Guirlane Sajous, LPN, Petition No. 2022-1120.  Staff Attorney Craig A. Sullivan 
appeared for the Department. Gina Reiners made the motion to add this matter to the 
agenda. Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion.  This was added to the by roll call. 
 
Gina Reiners motioned to moved this matter to later in the meeting. Rebecca Martinez 
seconded this motion. This motion was granted by roll call vote. 
 
Patrice Andrene Williams, RN, Petition No. 2023-281.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
appeared for the Department. Respondent was present. Gina Reiner made the motion 
to add Patrice Andrene Williams under summary suspension. Mary Dietmann seconded 
the motion to approve the summary suspension. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. 
The Respondent was allowed to speak on her behalf.  
 
Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department’s motion to summarily suspend 
Respondent. Gina Reiners seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by roll call 
vote.   
 
MOTION TO REOPEN 
Carol Pulliam, RN, Petition No. 2022-1118. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina appeared for 
the Department. Respondent represented herself. Gina Reiner moved to grant 
Respondent’s motion to reopen this matter. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The 
motion to reopen was denied following vote by roll call.   
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Mike Yovel Robert, RN*, Petition No. 2022-1118. Mary Dietmann, made the motion to 
accept the MOD as presented. Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved following a vote by roll call. 
 
 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Departments-and-Agencies/DPH/dph/phho/Nursing_Board/Agenda/2024/March/March-20/Agenda-Links/Statement-of-Charges_kavanagh.pdf
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Sheila Harrington, RN Petition No. 2023-271. Gina Reiners moved to approve the MOD 
as presented. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was denied following 
vote by roll call.  
   
HEARINGS 
Alexandra Kavanagh, RN Petition No. 2023-249. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
represented the Department. Respondent had requested a Continuance of this matter 
which was approved by Chairwoman Patricia Bouffard. 
 
Janice Pierre, RN Petition No. 2023-248. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the 
Department. Respondent requested a Continuance. Gina Reiners moved to continue 
this matter. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The Motion was approved following a 
vote by roll call.  
 
Simone Elizabeth Escoffery-Dick, RN Petition 2023-246. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 
represents the Department. Respondent had requested a Continuance of this matter 
which was approved by Chairwoman Patricia Bouffard. 
 
SCHOOL ISSUES 
 
Goodwin University.   Review of the Feasibility Study and qualifications of a candidate to 
be appointed as a Nursing Administrator.  Vivian Friday, Karen Therian, Michael 
Paradles, and Robert Decrescenzo present.   
 
The board consider the application for a new licensed practical nurse program at 

Goodwin University. Gina Reiners motioned for approval. Cheryl-Ann Resha seconded 

the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote contingent upon revised and site 

approval. 

THE CONNECTICUT CENTER FOR NURSING WORKFORCE, INC. – Monthly Update 
The update was deferred to the April 17, 2024, regular meeting.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Chairwoman Patrica Bouffard invited comment from the public. No member of the public 
offered comment.  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Salvatore Diaz move to adjourn the meeting. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved by voice vote.    

 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:19 p.m. 
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CALL TO ORDER 8:33 AM 

 
MINUTES OF March 20, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 
 
The review of the minutes of the March 20, 2024.Gina Reiners asked for a motion to 
approve the minutes from March 20, 2024. Rebecca Martinez moved to approve the 
minutes. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion to approve the minutes. The minutes 
were approved by roll call.  
 
MINUTES OF April 3, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 



 

 

The review of the minutes of the April 3, 2024. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the 

minutes. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion to approve the minutes. The minutes were 

approved by roll call vote.  

 

THE CONNECTICUT CENTER FOR NURSING WORKFORCE, INC 

Marcia Proto the executive director for the Connecticut Center for Nursing Workforce 

presented the pre licensure, RN and LPN educational pathway survey.  

Linda Wagner addressed some of the concerns on behalf of the Deans and Directors of 

schools feel strongly that we'd like to work collaboratively together to address some of 

the school concerns more frequently rather than monthly. 

Gina Reiners referenced concerns provided by Linda Wagner regarding the ordering of 

the agenda and referenced at this time the placing of school matters on the agenda be 

placed elsewhere. Gina Reiners also requested these matters be placed within the 

minutes to be discussed later. 

 

SUMMARY SUSPENSION 

Gina Reiners requested to add Allison Christine Sewell, RN petition No. 2024-234. 
Mary Dietmann first motioned to add Allison Christine Sewell, RN petition No. 2024-234 
under summary suspensions. Cynthia L. Arpin seconded the motion. By roll call vote 
this was approved.  
 
Chereece Reynolds, RN, Petition 2023-241. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina appeared for 
the Department. Mary Dietmann moved to order the summary suspension. Rebecca 
Martinez seconded the motion. This motion has been approved by roll call vote. 
 
Marie-Rose U. Simbizi, RN Petition No. 2023-1389.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
appeared for the Department. Marie-Rose U. Simbizi represented herself. Mary 
Dietmann moved to approve this matter. Cythnia Arpin seconded the motion. This 
motion was approved by roll call vote.  
 
Upon advice from counsel, the board reopened the consideration of the Marie-Rose U. 
Simbizi summary suspension to allow the Respondent to be heard. Lisa Freeman 
moved to reopen the case. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. After hearing Marie-
Rose U. Simbizi speak, Lisa Freeman first moved to approve the summary suspension. 
Cynthina Arpin seconded the motion. This motion was approved by a roll call vote.   
 
Allison Christine Sewell, RN, Petition No. 2024-334.  Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan 
appeared for the Department. Mary Dietmann moved to approve. Lisa Freeman made 
seconded the motion. This motion was approved by roll call vote.  
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 



 

 

 
Sheila Harrington, RN Petition No. 2023-271. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the 
MOD as presented. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was approved 
following vote by roll call.  
   
CONSENT ORDER 
Jennifer L. Urbano, L.P.N. Petition No.2022-113. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 
represented the department. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the consent order. Mary 
Dietmann seconded the motion. This was approved by roll call vote.  
 
Pamela Edgecombe, L.P.N. Petition 2023-428. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented 
the department. Lisa Freeman moved to approve the consent order. Mary Dietmann 
seconded the motion. This motion was approved by roll call vote.  
 
Melissa M. Castelli, R.N. 2023-903. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the 
department. Lisa Freeman moved to approve the consent order. Mary Dietmann 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote.  
 
REINSTATEMENT CONSENT ORDER 
 
Amanda V. Hart, Unlicensed R.N. Petition No. 2024-255. Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan 
represented the department. Respondent was represented by Attorney Mary Alice 
Moore Leonhardt. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the reinstatement consent order. 
Lisa Freeman seconded the motion to approve. The motion was approved following roll 
call vote. 
 
MOTION TO AMEND STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
 
Michelle E. McDonald, RN Petition 2024-255 Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represents 
the department. Respondents represented by Attorney Steve Manning were present 
and did not oppose the amendment of statement of charges. Cynthina Arpin moved to 
approve the amendment. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved following the vote by roll call. 
 
 
MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
 
Simone Elizabeth Escoffery-Dick R.N. Petition 2023-246. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 
represented the Department. Mary Dietmann moved to withdraw the statement of 
charges. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved following vote 
by roll call. 
 
Anita Ajagbe R.N. Petition No. 2022 Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represents the 
department. Lisa Freeman first moved to withdraw the statement of charges. Mary 
Dietmann seconded the motion. This motion was approved following roll call vote.  
 



 

 

HEARINGS 
 
Patrice Andrene Williams, R.N. Petition No. 2023-281. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
represented the Department. Respondent was present and did not have representation. 
 
AAG Elizabeth Bannon described to respondent what the respondent’s rights were prior 
to the start of the hearing. Respondent denied the statement of charges against her. 
This motion was tabled after hearing the school matters giving time for respondent to 
look over the exhibits provided to her by the department.  
 
Lincoln Technical Institute. This matter was tabled due to a lack of quorum until the next 
meeting scheduled for May 1st, 2024. This matter was requested to be placed at the top 
of the next meeting.  
 
 
SCHOOL ISSUES 
 
Central Connecticut State University. Kerri Langevin, the newly appointed Program 
Administrator for the ABSN. Cynthia Arpin moved for approval of Kerri Langevin to be 
appointed. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call 
vote. 
 
Connecticut State Community College Gateway Campus. Barbara K. McFarland, the 
past interim chair presented a letter to appoint Bienvenido Tabuzo as the new academic 
Nursing Division Director at Gateway Campus associate degree program. Cynthia Arpin 
moved to approve. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was approved 
following roll call vote.  
 
Goodwin University. Helen Smith from the department visited the East Hartford and 
Bridgeport campus to approve the report of the visit and the practical nursing program. 
Cynthia Arpin first motioned to approve the site visit. Mary Dietmann seconded the 
motion to approve the site visits. The site visit was approved following roll call vote.  
 
Provost Michael Pardales is requesting to approve Vivienne Friday from interim Dean of 
Nursing to the Dean of Nursing and Health Professions. Lisa Freeman moved to 
approve Vivienne Friday as the Dean. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion to approve. 
The motion was approved following roll call vote.   
 
ReNurse Academy. Brittany Faison the Director of ReNurse Academy presented their 
letter of intent to establish a Practical Nursing program. Gina Reiners provided a list of 
items ReNursing needed to establish the program. The approval from the Office of 
Higher Education and a feasibility study prior to approving the Practical Nursing 
program.  
 
Gina Reiners requested to table this matter until the information was provided to the 
board.  



 

 

 
Brittany Faison, the Director of ReNurse Academy presented the board with statistics on 
refresher courses and the reasoning behind taking the course with preparation to pass 
the Nclex and getting the students prepared for the next steps.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Acting chairwoman Gina Reiners invited comment from the public. No member of the 
public offered comment.  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Lisa Freeman move to adjourn the meeting. Brett Prestia seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved by voice vote.    

 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:49 p.m. 
 
 



 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
DATE:  May 1, 2024 
TIME:      8:30 AM 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 
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Y  Dana Dalton, DPH Y 

 

CALL TO ORDER 8:33 AM 

 
MINUTES OF APRIL 17, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 
 
The draft minutes of the April 17th, 2024, meeting were reviewed. Brett Prestia moved to 
approve the minutes with amendments. Gina Reiners seconded the motion. The 
Minutes as amended were approved by roll call vote.  
 

 

SUMMARY SUSPENSION 



 

Varene Semone Holman, R.N. Petition No. 2023-242. Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan 
appeared for the Department. Gina Reiners moved to summarily suspend Respondent. 
Cheryl Resha seconded the motion. Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan provided a synopsis 
on the matter. The motion was approved by roll call.  
 
Shalis Biggs, R.N. Petition No. 2022-1092. Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan appeared for 
the Department. Respondents Attorney Eroll Skyers appeared for the respondent. Gina 
Reiners moved to summarily suspend Respondent. Salvatore Diaz seconded the 
motion. Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan provided a synopsis on the matter. The motion was 
approved by roll call.  
 
Cindy Bristol, R.N Petition No. 2023-1389.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for 
the Department. Salvatore Diaz moved to summarily suspend Respondent. Lisa 
Freeman seconded the motion. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton gave a synopsis on this 
matter. This motion was approved by roll call vote.  
 
OLD BUSINESS-SCHOOL ISSUES 
 
Lincoln Technical Institute. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the Department. 
Respondent’s Attorney Roger Swartzwelder provided closing argument. Mike Cartier 
first made the motion to not remove the Shelton day program. Gina Reiners seconded 
the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. Lisa Freeman moved to put the 
Shelton day program on conditional approval for one year. Rebecca Martinez seconded. 
The motion was approved by roll call vote.  
 
 
CONSENT ORDER 
 
Laura L. Stewart, R.N. Petition No.2023-530. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented 
the Department. Lisa Freeman moved to approve the consent order. Gina Reiners 
seconded the motion. This was approved by roll call vote.  
 
HEARINGS 
 
Chereece Reynolds,R.N. Petition No. 2023-241. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina appeared 
for the Department. The respondent was not present. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 
requested a motion for continuance on behalf of the respondent not being present due 
to uncertainty of the respondent having not received proper notice. The Board denied 
the request per counsel’s suggestion based off the information provided of proper notice 
was given. The department made a motion to deem the allegations admitted.  Mary 
Dietmmann first motioned. Lisa Freeman seconded. The allegations were deemed 
admissible. Gina Reiners first motioned to find all charges and revocation. Mary 
Dietmann seconded. This motion passed by roll call vote.  
 
Marie-Rose U. Simbizi, R.N. Petition No. 2023-1389. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
appeared for the Department. Respondent was present without counsel. Respondent 



 

requested a motion for continuance. Lisa Freeman motioned to grant the request. 
Camile Payne seconded the motion. This motion was granted by roll call vote.  
  
NEW BUSINESS  
Carol Pulliam v. Board of Examiners for Nursing, Docket No. AAN-CV24-5024925.  
 
Mary Dietmann moved to enter executive session to discuss strategy and negotiations 
with respect to pending claims or pending litigation to which the public agency or a 
member. Gina Reiners seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously by 
roll call vote.  
 
At 11:08 am the members of the Board entered executive session. Present during the 
executive session were Patrica Bouffard, Ryan Burns, Elizabeth Bannon, Salvatore 
Diaz, Mary Dietmann, Rebecca Martinez, Gina Rieners, Derrick Williams, Lisa 
Freeman, Cheryl-Ann Resha, Dr. Camile Payne. 
 
At 11:56 am the members of the Board exited executive session.  
 
Mary Dietmann made a motion to vacate the decision made on February 7th, 2024, and 
order revoking the license to schedule a new hearing on the statement of charges. Lisa 
Freeman seconded the motion. This motion was approved by roll call.  
 
Reordering of the agenda, the Board agreed with the recommendation from the office of 
the Attorney General that school matters will be handled at the beginning of the second 
semi-monthly meeting.  
 
Discussion on the Nursing Education topics, the Board discussed attendance and hours 
within the LPN and RN programs throughout the state.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Salvatore Diaz moved to adjourn the meeting. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved by voice vote.    

 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:13 p.m. 
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CALL TO ORDER 9:18 AM 
 
 
SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
 
 
Monette Duplan, RN, Petition No. 2022-1099. Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan appeared for the Department. 
Respondent ‘s counsel did not appear. Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan gave a synopsis on the matter of the 
summary suspension. Cybthia Arpin moved to grant the Department’s motion to summarily suspend the 
license. Salvator Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote.   
 
 
ADJOURN 
 
Salvatore Diaz moved to adjourn the meeting. Cynthia Arpin seconded. The motion to adjourn passed by 
roll call vote. Meeting adjourned 9:31 am. 
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CALL TO ORDER 8:31 AM 

 
 MINUTES OF May 1, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 

 

Rebecca Martinez first moved to approve the May 1st, 2024, minutes with an 
amendment that the reference to Staff Attorney Joelle Newton should be removed 
from the Lincoln Tech matter. Mary Dietmann seconded. This motion was approved 
by roll call vote.  
 
MINUTES OF April 3, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 

Cheryl-Ann Resha moved to approve the April 3rd, 2024, minutes with an amendment 
adding that Guirlane Sajous was summarily suspended. Rebecca Martinez seconded. 
This motion was approved by roll call vote.   

 



MINUTES OF MAY 22, 2024, SPECIAL MEETING 

Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the May 22, 2024, minutes. Cheryl- Ann seconded. 
Minutes approved by roll call vote. Mary Dietmman and Rebecca Martinez abstained. 

 
 MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 

 Mary Archer RN Petition No. 2022-908. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the MOD as 
presented. Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion. The motion was approved following 
a vote by roll call. 

 
 MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Guirlane Sajous, L.P.N. Petition No. 2022-1120. Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan for the 
department. Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan gave a synopsis. Rebecca Martinez first moved to 
approve. Mary Dietmman seconded. The motion passed by roll call vote.   
 
 
THE CONNECTICUT CENTER FOR NURSING WORKFORCE, INC 

Lisa Wagner, director for the School of Nursing at the University of Bridgeport and the 
cochair of the Connecticut Center Nursing Workforce deans and directors’ council 
provided updates concerning staff changes and introduced those replacing her. 
Jeannette Lupinacci from Western Connecticut state University and Tammy Dickerson 
from Sacred Heart University. 

Lisa Wagner also commented on matters which have been ongoing since the last 
meeting   pertaining to nursing education, transition to practice, looking at retention of 
nurses. Other concerns are some hospitals are allowing less and less of students to 
actually do some hands on skills. 

Marcia Proto gave thanks to Lisa Wager for her services as this was her last meeting. 
Marcia Proto provided information on how many students have enrolled into the nursing 
programs, graduation numbers, and faculty data.  

The Board thanked Lisa [AND MARCIA] for their service. 

SCHOOL BUSINESS 

Porter and Chester Institute- Julie Trzaski represented the school and provided a 
synopsis of the proposed curriculum. Mary Dietmman moved to accept the proposed 
curriculum. Salvatore Diaz seconded. The motion passed by roll call vote.  

Mary Dietmman made a motion to place the University of Bridgeport BS program on 
conditional status for 2024 to 2025. Lisa Freeman seconded. Salvatore Diaz and Brett 
Prestia abstained. The motion passed by roll call vote.  

Due to the programs passing NCLEX scores, Mary Dietmman moved to remove the 
following schools from conditional status to full approval. Central Connecticut State 
University, Goodwin University accelerated, Goodwin University associate degree, 
Quinnipiac University accelerated, Quinnipiac University BS, Capital Community 
College, Naugatuck Valley Community College, and Saint Vincent's Colleges College at 



SHSU. Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion. The motion was passed by roll call vote. 
Salvatore Diaz abstained.   

Mary Dietmman moved to schedule a hearing for the Bridgeport Campus LPN Day 
group program removal. Lisa Freeman seconded. The motion passed by roll call vote. 

Lisa Freeman moved to put Porter and Chester Institute Bridgeport Campus evening 
group LPN program on conditional status. Brett Prestia second motioned. The motion 
passed by roll call vote. 

Cheryl-Ann moved to put Porter and Chester Institute Enfield evening program on 
conditional status. Lisa Freeman seconded. The motion passed passed by roll call vote 
with one abstention from Brett Prestia.  

Salvatore Diaz moved to put Porter and Chester Institute Hamden Campus on 
conditional status. Cheryl-Ann seconded. The motion passed by roll call vote.  

Due to the programs passing NCLEX scores Cheryl-Ann Resha moved to have the 
following schools moved from conditional approval to full approval. Porter and Chester 
Institute Waterbury Campus day and evening group, Lincoln Technical Institute, Shelton 
Campus day and evening group. Mary Dietmman seconded. The motion passed by roll 
call vote. 

 
 
 PUBLIC COMMENT 
Larry Slater Dean of QU School of Nursing requested from the Board of Nursing quarterly reports as a 
way to help the students who did not pass the NCLEX exam so the school can reach out to them and 
support them.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:19 a.m. 
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CALL TO ORDER 8:33 AM 

Cynthia Arpin moved to add Jaime A. Pelletier Petition No. 2023-1062 to the agenda 
underneath the summary suspension section. Salvatore Diaz seconded. The motion was 
approved by roll call vote. 

Cynthia Arpin moved to add to the agenda the case of Cindy Bristol, R.N. Petition No. 2023- 
1389 after the minutes to discuss the possibility of a motion for continuance. Salvatore Diaz 
seconded. This was approved by roll call vote. 



MINUTES OF JUNE 5, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 

The draft minutes of the May 29, 2024, meeting was reviewed. Rebecca Martinez 
moved to approve the minutes. Cheryl-Ann Resha seconded. Cynthia Arpin abstained 
due to previously not being in attendance. The minutes were approved by roll call vote. 

 
MOTION FOR CONTINUANCE 
Cindy Bristol, R.N. Petition No. 2023-1389. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for 
the Department. The Respondent requested continuance and the Department had no 
objection to this request. Cythina Arpin first moved to approve the request. Cheryl-Ann 
Resha seconded. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 

 
SUMMARY SUSPENSION 

 
Juliette Anne Cole, R.N. Petition No. 2024-2657. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 
appeared for the Department. Respondent was in attendance and stated that she had 
legal counsel. Respondent’s counsel was not present. Respondent made a request for 
a continuance. Salvatore Diaz motioned to deny the request, Cynthia Arpin seconded. 
The motion to deny the requested continuance was approved by roll call vote. 
Attorney Linda Fazzina provided a synopsis on the matter. Salvatore Diaz moved to 
summarily suspend Respondent. Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved by roll call vote. 

Jamie A. Pelletier, R.N. Petition No. 2023-1062. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared 
for the Department. Neither the Respondent nor their counsel Attorney Ellen M. 
Costello were present. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton provided a synopsis of the matter. 
Salvatore Diaz moved to summarily suspend Respondent. Cynthia Arpin seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 

 
 

MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 

Melanie Daley, R.N. Petition No. 2023-135. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the MOD as 
presented. Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call 
vote. 

 
Mike Yovel Robert, R.N. Petition No. 2022-1118. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the MOD 
as presented. Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call 
vote. 

 
Jennifer Barr, R.N. Petition No. 2022-734. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the MOD as 
presented. Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call 
vote. 

 
CONSENT ORDER 



Jeannie Pasacreta, A.P.R.N., R.N. Petition No. 2018-1108 and 2023-1343 Staff 
Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the Department and gave the synopsis of the case. 
Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the consent order. Cheryl-Ann Resha seconded the 
motion. There was discussion concerning whether the civil penalty amount was 
sufficient. The motion to approve the Consent Order was approved by a roll call vote. 
Laurie K. Laslett, L.P.N. Petition No. 2023-806. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 
represented the Department. Respondent and counsel were present. Staff Attorney 
Linda Fazzina gave the synopsis of the case. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the 
Consent Order. Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion. The motion was approved by 
roll call vote. 

 
MOTION TO AMEND STATEMENT OF CHARGES 

 
Marie-Rose Simbizi, R.N. Petition No. 2023-1389. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
represented the Department. Respondent was in attendance and stated that she did not 
have counsel. Respondent did not oppose the amendment to the Statement of Charges. 
Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the amendment. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved by roll call vote. 

 
MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 

Monette Duplan, R.N. Petition No. 2022-1099. Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan represented the 
Department. Cheryl-Ann Resha moved to approve requested withdrawal of the Statement of 
Charges. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 

 
LITIGATION MATTERS 

 
Selena Marie Acocella vs. State of Connecticut, Docket No. HHV 23-6082517-S Legal 
advice from the Office of the Attorney General. 

 
Cynthia Arpin moved to enter executive session for the purpose of discussing strategy and 
negotiations with respect to pending litigation to which the Board is a party. Salvatore Diaz 
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved by a roll call vote. In addition to 
the Board members, Attorney Elizabeth Bannon, Attorney Alina Bricklin- Goldstein, and 
Deputy Legal Director Ryan Burns were present during the executive session. 

 
After returning to public session, Cheryl-Ann Resha made a motion to authorize counsel to 
proceed in settlement discussions but reserving final approval of any settlement to the 
Board. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. This motion passed by roll call vote with Lisa 
Freeman’s abstaining. 

 
HEARINGS 
Carol Pulliam, R.N. Petition No. 2022-413. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the 
Department. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina gave a synopsis on the case. The 
Respondent was not present. Salvatore Diaz moved that the Board find that Carol 
Pulliam was provided reasonable notice of the hearing. Lisa Freeman seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. Salvatore Diaz moved to deem the 
allegations admitted. Cynthia Arpin seconded. This vote was approved by roll call. Lisa 



Freeman moved to find that each of the charges all the charges. Salvatore Diaz 
seconded. The vote was approved by roll call vote. Lisa Freeman moved that 
Respondent’s license should be revoked. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The 
motion passed by roll call vote. 

 
Allison Christine Sewell, R.N. Petition No. 2024-334. Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan 
represented the Department. Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan gave a synopsis of the 
case. The Respondent was not in attendance. Salvatore first moved to deem the 
allegations admitted. Lisa Freeman seconded. This motion passed by roll call vote. 
Lisa Freeman moved to revoke Respondent’s license. Salvatore Diaz seconded the 
motion. This motion passed by roll call vote. 

 
Janice Pierre, R.N. Petition No. 2023-248. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented 
the Department. The Respondent was offered additional time to review the exhibits 
provided to her. The Respondent requested a continuance to allow her to retain an 
attorney. The Department had no objection. Board Chair Gina Reiners passed this 
item. 

 
Varone Semone Holman, R.N. Petition No. 2023-242. Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan 
represented the Department and provided a synopsis of the case. The Respondent 
and counsel for the Respondent were in attendance. Cynthina Arpin moved to find all 
charges were proven. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. This motion passed by 
roll call vote. The Board extended empathy regarding this matter. Cynthia Arpin 
moved to revoke Respondent’s license. Salvatore seconded the motion. The motion 
passed by roll call vote. 

 
Marie-Rose U. Simbizi, R.N. Petition No. 2023-1389. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
appeared for the Department. Respondent was present without counsel. Staff 
Attorney Joelle Newton provided a synopsis of the case. This hearing was continued 
for the next board meeting. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Salvatore Diaz moved to adjourn the meeting. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved by roll vote. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:05 p.m. 
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CALL TO ORDER 8:31 AM 

Cynthia Arpin moved to add to the agenda: 1) Chair Updates and the CCNW Dean and Director’s 



Frequency Report before the approval of the meeting minutes; 2) the DPH Legislative Update after 
Litigation Matters; 3) Summary Suspension for Erin Fitzpatrick, RN Petition No. 2024-762 after the 
modification of Reinstatement; and 4) the Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges for Janice Pierre, 
RN, Petition No. 2023-248 to the agenda. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 
 
The NCSBN annual meeting is scheduled August 27-30, 2024.  Board Members Gina Reiner, Salvatore 
Diaz and Dana Dalton from DPH will attend and anything relevant or highlighted will be discussed at a 
future meeting. 
 

Gina Reiners met with the new director of CCNW, Tina Rodriguez. They agreed to put CCNW on the 
Board agenda every other month, the second meeting of the month and schedule them for the 
beginning of the meeting. 
 

Gina Reiners announced the Jennifer Barr, RN, Petition No. 2022-734 Memorandum of Decision will 
not need to be heard during the meeting as it had been previously approved in a prior meeting. She 
referred to Deputy Legal Director Ryan Burns who explained that after consulting with the Attorney 
General’s Office, given the technical nature of the change, it did not require action from the Board and 
would be addressed administratively. 
 
MINUTES OF JUNE 5,2024, REGULAR MEETING 

 
The draft minutes of the June 5, 2024, meeting was reviewed. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the 
minutes. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. Mary Dietmann and Camille Payne abstained. The 
motion was approved by roll call vote. 

 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 

 
Central CT State University – Feasibility Study 
Kerri Langevin, Associated Professor and Chair and Sarah Horniak an assistant in the program 
appeared for Central State University. Kerri Langevin provided an informational summary of the 
proposed ABSN accelerated program to the Board. Following a brief discussion, Mary Dietmann moved 
to approve the feasibility study. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. Cheryl-Ann Resha recused herself 
from voting on the matter. The remaining members voted to approve the motion. 

 
Albertus Magnus – Feasibility Study 
Cindy Jeffrey, Program Director and Salvatore Diaz appeared for Albertus Magnus College. Both Cindy 
Jeffrey and Salvatore Diaz gave a brief informational summary of the proposed LPN to BSN program. 
In addition, representatives from Albertus Magnus requested the approval of Cynthia Jeffrey as 
Program Administrator of the LPN to BSN program.  

 

Following a brief discussion, Cheryl-Ann Resha moved to approve the feasibility study. Rebecca 
Martinez seconded the motion. Salvatore Diaz recused himself from voting on the matter. The motion 
was approved by a roll call vote. 
 

 

Mary Dietmann moved to approve the appointment of Cynthia Jeffrey. Cynthia Arpin seconded the 
motion. Salvatore Diaz recused himself from voting on the matter. The motion was approved by a roll 
call vote. 
 
Eastern Connecticut State University – Site Visit 
Susanne Cammarata gave an informational update related to the completion of the onsite visit. Dr. 



Christina Nado from ECSU was present.  
 
During the discussion of this matter Cheryl Ann Resha temporarily left the meeting.  
 
Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the reported site visit. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The 
remaining members voted to approve the motion. 
 
Quinnipiac University – Letter of Intent 
Larry Slater, Dean for the School of Nursing, presented the Letter of Intent on behalf of Quinnipiac 
University. Doctor Lisa Rebeschi, Senior Associate Dean and Doctor Lisa O’Connor were in 
attendance. The purpose of the Letter of Intent was to establish a new educational site for Quinnipiac’s 
accredited traditional BSN program at the Center for Education Stimulation Initiative with Hartford 
Healthcare. After discussion, Helen Smith offered clarification of onsite visits and the topic of unique 
identifier codes for nursing programs. No votes were taken. 
 
MODIFICATION OF REINSTATEMENT CONSENT ORDER 
Heather M. Breen, RN, Petition No. 2024-534. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina appeared for the 
Department. Respondent was present. Mary Dietmann moved to accept the Modification of Consent 
Order. Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion. After discussion, the committee received 3 ‘Nay’ votes 
(Cynthia Arpin, Salvatore Diaz and Lisa Freeman) and 4 ‘Aye’ (Mary Dietmann, Rebecca Martinez, 
Camille Payne and Gina Reiners) resulting in the motion’s approval.  
 
SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Erin Fitzpatrick, RN, Petition No. 2024-762. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the Department. 
Neither the Respondent nor counsel for Respondent were present. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
provided a synopsis of the matter. Rebecca Martinez moved to summarily suspend Respondent. Mary 
Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Janice Pierre, RN, Petition No. 2023-248. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the Department. 
Respondent was not in attendance. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton provided a synopsis of the matter. 
Dietmann moved to approve the Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges. Rebecca Martinez 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
CONSENT ORDER 
Yesenia Lynette Crus, RN, Petition No. 2023-1230. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina appeared for the 
Department. Respondent was not in attendance. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina provided a synopsis on 
the matter. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Consent Order. Cindy Arpin seconded the motion. 
The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 

Jennifer White, RN, Petition No. 2023-853. Staff Joelle Newton appeared for the Department. 
Respondent was not in attendance. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton provided a synopsis on the matter. 
Cindy Arpin moved to approve the Consent Order. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved by roll call vote. 
LITIGATION MATTERS 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Salvatore Diaz, to enter Executive Session for the 
purpose of receiving advice from counsel regarding pending litigation. The motion was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote. Cheryl-Ann Resha was not present for the vote. The Board entered Executive 
Session at 11:02 am. All members of the Board (Cheryl-Ann Resha returned mid-session), Assistant 
Attorney Generals Elizabeth Bannon, Alina Bricklin-Goldstein and the court reporter were present. 
Public session resumed at 12:01pm. Cheryl-Ann Resha made a motion to continue discussion on the 
Selena Marie Acocella v. State of Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing, Doc. No. HHB-CV23-
6082517-S. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 



 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATES 
Ryan Burns, DPH Deputy Legal Director, provided the Board with a brief update recently enacted 
legislation that is relevant to the Boards operation and areas of jurisdiction. 
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Samantha Angelini, RN, Petition No. 2022-759. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Memorandum 
of Decision as presented. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call 
vote.  
 
Keave Davis, RN, Petition No. 2022-1096. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Memorandum of 
Decision as presented. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Kenisha Heika Rose, RN, Petition No. 2022-1119. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Memorandum 
of Decision as presented. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call 
vote. 
 
Alan Manubag, RN, Petition No. 2022-699. Lisa Freeman moved to approve the Memorandum of 
Decision as presented.  Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call 
vote. 
 
Jacqueline Mclnerney, RN, Petition No. 2022-1112. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the 
Memorandum of Decision as presented.  Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved by roll call vote. 
 
Heidi Smith, RN, Petition No. 2023-954 & 2023-1426. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the 
Memorandum of Decision as presented.  Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved by roll call vote. 
 
Sara Valentine, LPN, Petition No. 2023-335. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Memorandum of 
Decision as presented.  Cheryl-Ann Resha seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call 
vote. 
 
After the completion of Memorandum of Decision both Camille Payne and Salvatore Diaz left the 
meeting. 
 
HEARINGS 
Mary-Rose Simbizi, RN, Petition No. 2023-1389. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the 
Department. Respondent was present and did not have representation. 
 
AAG Elizabeth Bannon explained to the respondent the order of how the hearing would take place. 
Following the close of hearing, the Board conducted fact finding. Lisa Freeman made a motion, 
seconded by Mary Dietmann, that the respondent be found on all charges. The motion was approved 
by roll call vote. 
 
Rebecca Martinez made a motion to vacate Mary-Rose Simbizi’s Summary Suspension after 
successful completion of a medication training course (approved and submitted to DPH) and monitoring 
to begin once the Summary Suspension is lifted as soon as employment begins. Mary Dietmann 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Michelle E. McDonald, RN, Petition No. 2022-1111. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the 
Department. Both Respondent and Attorney Stephan Manning were in attendance. Due to time 
restrictions, this hearing was scheduled to be continued at the next Board of Examiners for Nursing 



Meeting scheduled for July 17, 2024. 
 
ADJORNMENT 
Rebecca Martinez made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
DATE: July 17, 2024 
TIME: 8:30 AM 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 

MEETING MINUTES 
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Member Present 

(Y/N)  DPH STAFF Present 
(Y/N) 

Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, 
PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC, 
Chairperson 

RN 
Member Y 

 
Tanya DeMattia, AAG Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, 
MSN, RN 

RN 
Member Y  Ryan Burns, DPH Y 

Salvatore Diaz, DNP, MSN, 
RN 

RN 
Member Y  Craig Sullivan, DPH Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, 
APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member Y  Joelle Newton, DPH Y 

Lisa Freeman, BA Public Y  Linda Fazzina, DPH Y 

Rebecca Martinez, LPN LPN 
Member Y  Aden Baume, DPH Y 

Camille Payne, APRN APRN 
Member Y  Anthony Nanni, DPH Y 

Cheryl-Ann Resha Public 
Member Y  Stacy Schulman, DPH Y 

    Brett Moody, DPH Y 
    Betty Rozario, DPH Y 
    Helen Smith, DPH Y 
    Susanne Cammarata, DPH Y 
    Elizabeth Leung, DPH Y 
    Inna Erlikh, DPH Y 
    Laura Morris, DPH Y 
    Timothy Winter, DPH Y 
    Laurie Falaro, DPH Y 
    Samantha Gonzalez, DPH Y 
    Dana Dalton, DPH Y 
    Charai Bellini, DPH Y 
    Sara Montauti, DPH Y 
    Luis Maldonado, DPH Y 
    Meaghan Christinat, DPH Y 
    Marlena Deschaine, DPH Y 
    Lavita Sookram, DPH Y 
    Lorraine Walker, DPH Y 
    Lisa Yu, DPH Y 
    Gillian VanderVliet, DPH Y 
    Olive Tronchin, DPH Y 
    Patricia Calderone, DPH Y 

 
 



CALL TO ORDER: 8:32 AM 
 
Mary Dietmann moved to add to the Agenda the Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges for Shalis 
Biggs, RN, Petition No. 2022-1092 under Agenda item #4 Memorandum of Decision. Cynthia Arpin 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MINUTES OF JULY 3, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the July 3, 2024, meeting was reviewed. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the 
minutes. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
Porter and Chester (PCI) – Corrective Action Plan (Enfield, Hamden & Bridgeport Evening Groups). 
Sherry Greifzu, Director of Practical Nursing and Julie Trzaski, Assistant Director, appeared on behalf of 
Porter and Chester Institute. Sherry Greifzu provided a summary of the Corrective Action Plan. After 
discussion, Cheryl-Ann Resha moved that the Corrective Action Plan be continued to the Board meeting 
scheduled August 21, 2024 and that PCI provide additional information on the following: 1) HESI exit and 
or specialty exams in a non-high stakes manner; 2) Faculty development status and faculty employment 
full and part-time; and 3) Clinical and Classroom integration with a plan to support reopening once 
approved. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. Rebecca Martinez abstained while the committee 
received 1 ‘Nay’ vote and 5 ‘Aye’ votes resulting in the motion’s approval. 
 
University of Bridgeport (traditional BSN track program) – Corrective Action Plan. 
Linda Wagner, Executive Director, appeared on behalf of the University of Bridgeport. Linda gave a brief 
summary of the Corrective Action Plan. After discussion, Mary Dietmann moved to approve the 
Corrective Action Plan for the University of Bridgeport’s traditional BSN program. Cynthia Arpin seconded 
the motion. Salvatore Diaz recused himself and Lisa Freeman abstained. The remaining members voted 
and approved the motion. 
 
SCHOOL MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Porter and Chester Institute (PCI) – Waterbury Evening Group 
The Board requested that PCI provide additional information per the Memorandum of Decision and 
continue the discussion at the upcoming Board of Examiners for Nursing meeting scheduled for August 
21, 2024. No votes were taken. 
 
LITIGATION MATTERS 
Selena Marie Acocella v. State of Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing, Docket No. HHB-CV23-
6082517-S. Cynthia Arpin made a motion, seconded by Salvatore Diaz, to enter Executive Session for the 
purpose of receiving legal advice on pending litigation. The motion was approved by roll call vote. The 
Board entered Executive Session at 10:54 am. All members of the Board (Rebecca returned mid-session), 
Tona DeMattia, Assistant Attorney General and the court reporter were present. Public session resumed 
at 11:09 am. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the Consent Order. Cheryl-Ann Resha seconded the 
motion. Rebecca Martinez was not present to vote. The motion received 1 ‘Nay’ vote (Salvatore Martinez) 
and 6 ‘Aye’ votes (Cynthia Arpin, Mary Dietmann, Lisa Freeman, Camille Payne, and Cheryl-Ann Resha) 
resulting in the motion’s approval. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Allison Christine Sewell, RN , Petition No. 2024-334. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the Memorandum of 
Decision as presented. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. Rebecca Martinez was not present, and 
Cheryl-Ann Resha abstained. The remaining members voted and approved the motion. 
 
MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Shalis Biggs, RN, Petition No. 2022-1092. Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan appeared for the Department. 
Respondent was not present. Attorney Skyers appeared for the Respondent. Cynthia Arpin moved to 
approve the Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved by roll call vote. 
 
HEARINGS 
Michelle E. McDonald, RN, Petition No. 2022-1111. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the 
Department. Both Respondent and Attorney Stephan Manning were in attendance. Due to time restrictions 
and loss of quorum, this hearing was scheduled to be continued at the next Board of Examiners for Nursing 
Meeting scheduled for August 7, 2024. 
 
Several members of the Board had to leave due to other obligations, prior to the end of the meeting 
(Rebecca Martinez, Camille Payne and Salvatore Diaz). 
 
ADJORNMENT 
Cynthia Arpin made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Cheryl-Ann Resha. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:24 p.m. 
 

 



REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
DATE: August 7, 2024 
TIME: 8:30 AM 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 
 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
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Member Present 
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(Y/N) 

Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, 
PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC, 
Chairperson 

RN 
Member Y 

 
Liz Bannon, AAG Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, 
MSN, RN 

RN 
Member Y  Alina Bricklin-Goldstein, AAG Y 

Salvatore Diaz, DNP, MSN, 
RN 

RN 
Member Y  Joelle Newton, DPH Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, 
APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member Y  Linda Fazzina, DPH Y 

Lisa Freeman, BA Public Y  Aden Baume, DPH Y 

Rebecca Martinez, LPN LPN 
Member N  Anthony Nanni, DPH Y 

Camille Payne, APRN APRN 
Member Y  Stacy Schulman, DPH Y 

Cheryl-Ann Resha Public 
Member Y  Brett Moody, DPH Y 

    Betty Rozario, DPH Y 
    Laurie Falaro, DPH Y 
    Susanne Cammarata, DPH Y 
    Bethany Buckridge, DPH Y 
    Inna Erlikh, DPH Y 
    Laura Morris, DPH Y 
    Chereece Reynolds, DPH Y 
    Laurie Falaro, DPH Y 
    Dana Dalton, DPH Y 
    Charai Bellini, DPH Y 
    Sara Montauti, DPH Y 
    Lavita Sookram, DPH Y 
    Lisa Yu, DPH Y 
    Gillian VanderVliet, DPH Y 
    Olive Tronchin, DPH Y 
    Patricia Calderone, DPH Y 
    Gillian VanderVliet, DPH Y 
    Patricia Calderone, DPH Y 

 
 
 



CALL TO ORDER: 8:31 AM 
 
Cynthia Arpin moved to add to the consent order for Lori M. Aleksiewicz, LPN, Petition No. 2022-982 & 
2023-517 under Agenda item #2 Consent Order. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved by roll call vote. 
 
MINUTES OF JULY 17, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the July 17, 2024, meeting was reviewed. Cheryl-Ann Resha moved to approve the 
minutes. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Noreen G. Espeut-Richards, RN Petition No. 2022-1100. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the 
Department. Respondent was not present. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton provided a synopsis of the 
matter. Mary Dietmann moved to summarily suspended Respondent. Cynthia Arpin seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
CONSENT ORDER 
Patrick L. Gagnon, APRN, Petition No. 2023-1252. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni appeared for the 
Department. Respondent was not present. Cheryl-Ann Resha moved to approve the consent order. 
Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Lori M. Aleksiewicz, LPN, Petition No. 2022-982 & 2023-517. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni appeared for 
the Department. Respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the consent order. 
Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION 
Kenisha Hieka Rose, RN, Petition No. 2022-1119. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the 
Department. Attorney James Demetriades appeared on behalf of the Respondent. Mary Dietmann moved 
to deny the petition based on the Department’s objection to the Respondent’s petition for 
reconsideration. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. After discussion, the motion received ‘2’ Nay votes 
and 4 ‘Aye’ votes resulting in the motion’s approval. 
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Chereece Reynolds, RN, Petition No 2023-241. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the memorandum of 
decision as presented. Respondent was in attendance. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MOTION TO AMEND STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Erin K. Fitzpatrick, RN, Petition No 2024-762. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. 
Respondent was not present. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the amended statement of charges. Mary 
Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
DISCUSSION OF NOTICE ISSUE 
Lalaynya Grilley, RN, Petition No. 2022-106 & 2023-156.  AAG Alina Bricklin-Goldstein explained that this 
item was added to the Agenda due to the determination that Ms. Grilley was only notified of her original 
hearing via email rather than via certified or first-class mail. The statutes and regulations require that 
notice be sent mail. During the covid pandemic these rigid requirements were suspended due to the 
nature of the public health emergency. The executive orders expired in May 2023 and once that occurred 
electronic notice was no longer sufficient. Ms. Grilley never responded to any correspondence and did 
not appear at her hearing. The recommendation to the Board was that the matter be revisited, and that 



Ms. Grilley be given an opportunity for a re-hearing. She will be sent a new hearing date and be notified 
according to the regulations. 
 
Salvatore Diaz moved to re-open the hearing and re-notice a second day. Cheryl-Ann Resha seconded 
the motion. After discussion, the motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
HEARINGS 
Michelle E. McDonald, RN, Petition No. 2022-1111. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the 
Department. Both Respondent and Attorney Stephen Manning were in attendance.  
 
Following the close of the hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding. Mary Dietmann made a motion, 
seconded by Cynthia Arpin, that the Respondent be found on all charges. The motion was approved by roll 
call vote. 
 
Juliette Anne Cole, RN, Petition No 2024-657. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina appeared for the Department. 
Respondent represented herself. Ms. Cole stated that she had not received information from the 
Department. Information was re-sent and her hearing will be continued and re-scheduled to another 
Board meeting to allow her time to prepare. 
 
Cindy Bristol, RN, Petition No. 2022-1094. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the Department. 
Respondent represented herself. Due to time restrictions, this hearing will be continued and re-
scheduled to another Board meeting. 
 
Erin K. Fitzpatrick, RN, Petition No. 2024-762. Due to time restrictions, this hearing will be re-scheduled 
to another Board meeting. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Salvatore Diaz made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Cheryl-Ann Resha.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:25. 



CALL TO ORDER 8:33AM 
 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
DATE: August 21, 2024 
TIME: 8:30 AM 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

Name 
 

Member Present 
(Y/N)  DPH STAFF Present 

(Y/N) 

Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, 
PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC, 
Chairperson 

RN 
Member Y 

 
Liz Bannon, AAG Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, 
MSN, RN 

RN 
Member Y  Alina Bricklin-Goldstein, AAG Y 

Salvatore Diaz, DNP, MSN, 
RN 

RN 
Member Y  Ryan Burns, DPH Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, 
APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member N  Joelle Newton, DPH Y 

Lisa Freeman, BA Public Y  Aden Baume, DPH Y 

Rebecca Martinez, LPN LPN 
Member Y  Anthony Nanni, DPH Y 

Camille Payne, APRN APRN 
Member N  Stacy Schulman, DPH Y 

Cheryl-Ann Resha Public 
Member N  Brett Moody, DPH Y 

    Joelle Newton, DPH Y 
    Helen Smith, DPH Y 
    Susanne Cammarata, DPH Y 
    Meaghan Christinat, DPH Y 
    Elona Enesi, DPH Y 
    Laura Morris, DPH Y 
    Mary Green, DPH Y 
    Laurie Falaro, DPH Y 
    Dana Dalton, DPH Y 
    Charai Bellini, DPH Y 
    Sara Montauti, DPH Y 
    Lavita Sookram, DPH Y 
    Lisa Yu, DPH Y 
    Elizabeth Leung, DPH Y 
    Luis Maldonado, DPH Y 
    Patricia Calderone, DPH Y 
    Gillian VanderVliet, DPH Y 
    Jayme O’Mara, DPH Y 
    Timothy Winter, DPH Y 



 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
Albertus Magnus College – Facility Visit 
Susanne Cammarata gave an informational update related to the completion of the onsite visit. The LPN 
to Bachelor of Science and Nursing program met the regulatory requirements for approval as a nursing 
education program. Cynthia Jeffrey, Program Director, appeared on behalf of Albertus Magnus College.  
 
Central Connecticut State University – Facility Visit 
Susanne Cammarata gave an informational update related to the completion of the onsite visit. The 
accelerated Bachelor of Science Nursing program met the regulatory requirements for approval as a 
nursing education program. Kerri Langevin, Associate Professor appeared on behalf of Central 
Connecticut State University.  
 
CCNW UPDATES 
Dr. Tina Loarte-Rodriguez, Executive Director, appeared on behalf of The Connecticut Center for Nursing 
Workforce (CCNW). Dr. Loarte-Rodriguez gave an informational update. CCNW is currently working on 
providing feedback on the nursing minimum data set to the National Forum and eagerly awaiting the 
opportunity to serve on a nurse compact implementation work group. They are also working on finalizing 
the 2022 and 2023 calendar year data stories.  
 
MINUTES OF AUGUST 7, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the August 7, 2024, meeting were reviewed. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the 
minutes. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. During discussion, the Board requested that amendments 
be made to the minutes. 
 

Salvatore Diaz made a motion to remove “Mary Dietmann made a motion to deem all allegations 
admitted. Cindy Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote.” and to add Erin 
K. Fitzpatrick as a continued hearing. Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion. The motion was approved 
by roll call vote, approving the August 7, 2024 minutes with amendments. 
 
SCHOOL BUSINESS (CONTINUED) 
 
Mitchell College – Feasibility Study 
Dr. Jamie Sinutko, Program Administrator appeared on behalf of Mitchell College. Dr. Sinutko gave an 
informational summary of the proposed ABSN program. During discussion, the Board offered 
suggestions with the intent to improve the presented program. The Board requested that Mitchell College 
review their recommendations and present their program again at a future board meeting. No votes were 
made. 
 
Quinnipiac University 
Larry Slater, Dean for the School of Nursing, Lisa Rebeschi, Senior Associate Dean, and Dr. Tyler Traister 
appeared on behalf of Quinnipiac University. 

o Approval of Program Director (Dr. Tyler Traister) - Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the appointment 
of Dr. Tyler Traister as Program Director of Quinnipiac University Undergraduate Nursing Programs. 
Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 

o Proposal Review – Larry Slater and Dr. Lisa Rebeschi provided details on the proposal for the 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing Program at the Center for Education, Simulation and Innovation 
(CESI) location at Hartford HealthCare’s Hartford Campus. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the 



Bachelor of Science in Nursing Program at CESI. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved by roll call vote. 

 
University of Bridgeport 
Dr. Linda Wagner, Executive Director, appeared on behalf of the University of Bridgeport.  

o Approval of Program Director (Dr. Linda Wagner) – Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the 
appointment of Dr. Linda Wagner as Executive Director of the University of Bridgeport’s School of 
Nursing. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 

o Feasibility Study (ADN) – Dr. Wagner provided details on the proposed (ADN) program. Cindy Arpin 
moved to approve the feasibility study for the University of Bridgeport’s (ADN) program. Lisa 
Freeman seconded the motion. After discussion, the motion received 2 ‘Aye’ votes and 3 ‘Nay’ 
votes resulting in the motion being denied. The Board shared concerns due to one of Bridgeport 
University’s programs already being under Conditional Approval. The Board requested that the 
matter be continued and that the University of Bridgeport provide an informational update on the 
program that is currently under conditional approval. In addition, they requested information on 
the program staff as far as experience, credentials, and team mentorships. 

 
University of Saint Joseph – Curriculum Change. 
Dr. Denise Puya, Chair of the Nursing Department appeared on behalf of the University of Saint Joseph. 
Dr. Puya provided an informational summary of the proposed curriculum change focusing on health 
promotion, chronic disease management, hospice and palliative care. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve 
the curriculum change for the University of Saint Joseph. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved by roll call vote.  
 
SCHOOL MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Porter and Chester Institute (PCI) – Waterbury Evening Group 
Sherry Greifzu, Director of Practical Nursing and Julie Trzaski, Assistant Director, appeared on behalf of 
Porter and Chester Institute. Cynthia Arpin made a motion to not approve the Memorandum of Decision, 
seconded by Salvatore Diaz. After discussion, Cynthia Arpin withdrew her original motion. Cynthia Arpin 
moved to approve the Memorandum of Decision with the following amendments: (1) Under “Order” #3 
change May 8, 2024, to August 11, 2024, and (2) Reflect that this MOD is superseded by the Board’s 
granting full approval on May 29, 2024Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by 
roll call vote. 
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Angel Predzirmirski, RN, Petition No. 2024-166. The respondent was not present. Rebecca Martinez 
moved to affirm the memorandum of decision to vacate the suspension of the nursing license as the 
Board felt that the respondent no longer posed a clear and immediate danger to public health and safety. 
However, the Memorandum of Decision related to probation conditions remains in full effect. Salvatore 
Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MOTION TO AMEND STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Cindy Bristol, RN, Petion No. 2022-1094, 2024-1143. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the 
Department. The Respondent was not present. Rebecca Martinez moved to approve the amended 
statement of charges. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Lalaynya Grilley, RN, Petion No. 2022-106, 2023-156. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the 
Department. The Respondent was not present. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the Summary 



Suspension as the Board feels the Respondent presents a clear and immediate danger to the public. 
Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
HEARINGS 
*Erin K. Fitzpatrick, RN, Petition No. 2024-762. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the 
Department. The Respondent was not present.  
 

Cynthia Arpin made a motion to affirm that the notice has been properly served to the Respondent. Lisa 
Freemen seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 

Lisa Freeman made a motion to grant the Department’s motion to deem all allegations admitted. 
Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 

Following the close of the hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding. Cynthia Arpin made a motion that 
the Department of Public Health has met their burden of proof and that the Respondent be found on all 
charges (#1-9) of the amended statement of charges.  Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved by roll call vote. 
 

Cynthia Arpin made a motion for remedy of revocation. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved by roll call vote. 
 
At 1:00 p.m. the Board lost Quorum. 
 
*Noreen Espeut-Richards, RN, Petition No. 2022-1100. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the 
Department. The Respondent was not present. Both the Board and Department exhibits were entered as 
full exhibits for the record and evidence was closed. Fact finding will be conducted at a future date.  
 
Lalaynya Grilley, RN, Petition No. 2022-106, 2023-156. Attorney Anthony Nanni appeared for the 
Department. The Respondent was not present. Notice to Respondent for this date was confirmed. No 
new evidence was presented and no new fact finding was conducted. The hearing concluded. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Cynthia Arpin made a motion to adjourn. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:03 p.m. 



CALL TO ORDER 8:32AM 
 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
DATE: September 4, 2024 
TIME: 8:30 AM 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
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Member Present 
(Y/N)  DPH and OAG STAFF Present 

(Y/N) 

Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, 
PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC, 
Chairperson 

RN 
Member Y 

 
Liz Bannon, AAG Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, 
MSN, RN 

RN 
Member Y  Alina Bricklin-Goldstein, AAG Y 

Salvatore Diaz, DNP, MSN, 
RN 

RN 
Member Y  Ryan Burns, DPH Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, 
APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member Y  Joelle Newton, DPH Y 

Lisa Freeman, BA Public Y  Aden Baume, DPH Y 

Rebecca Martinez, LPN LPN 
Member N  Anthony Nanni, DPH Y 

Camille Payne, APRN APRN 
Member Y  Stacy Schulman, DPH Y 

Cheryl-Ann Resha Public 
Member Y  Brett Moody, DPH Y 

    Joelle Newton, DPH Y 
    Linda Fazzina, DPH Y 
    Helen Smith, DPH Y 
    Susanne Cammarata, DPH Y 
    Chris Andreson, DPH Y 
    Meaghan Christinat, DPH Y 
    Elona Enesi, DPH Y 
    Laura Morris, DPH Y 
    Mary Green, DPH Y 
    Laurie Falaro, DPH Y 
    Dana Dalton, DPH Y 
    Charai Bellini, DPH Y 
    Sara Montauti, DPH Y 
    Lavita Sookram, DPH Y 
    Lisa Yu, DPH Y 
    Elizabeth Leung, DPH Y 
    Luis Maldonado, DPH Y 
    Joyce Berardis, DPH Y 



    Gillian VanderVliet, DPH Y 
    Jayme O’Mara, DPH Y 
    Alexandra Quental, DPH Y 
    Linda Smith, DPH Y 
    Francesca Testa, DPH Y 

 
MINUTES OF AUGUST 21, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the August 21, 2024, meeting were reviewed. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the 
minutes. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. Mary Dietmann and Cheryl-Ann Resha abstained. The 
remaining members voted and approved the motion. 
 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
Goodwin University – Practical Nursing Program 1st Quarterly Report 
Vivienne Friday, Dean of Nursing and Health Professions, Karyn Therrien, LPN Program Director and 
Michael Pardales, Provost and Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs appeared on behalf of 
Goodwin University. Vivienne Friday gave an informational summary related to specific criteria requested 
by the Board. Goodwin will return at a future meeting and present their 2nd Quarterly Report. No votes 
were taken.   
 
SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Dianne P. Beckford, RN, Petion No. 2024-125. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann moved to grant the summary suspension as the 
Respondent supplied inaccurate information regarding her education and presents a clear and 
immediate danger to the public. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll 
call vote.  
 
Nicole L. Ring, RN, Petion No. 2024-1154. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. The 
Respondent was present. Mary Dietmann made a motion to grant the summary suspension as the 
Respondent presents a clear and immediate danger to the public. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. 
The motion was approved by roll call vote.  
 
Fernando L. Roldan, RN, Petion No. 2024-1118. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the Department. 
The Respondent was present. Cheryl-Ann Resha made a motion to grant the summary suspension as the 
Respondent presents a clear and immediate danger to the public. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. 
Gina Reiners recused herself and Cynthia Arpin stood in as Chair. The remaining members voted and 
approved the motion. 
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Varene Semone Holman, RN, Petition No. 2023-242. The Respondent was not present. Salvatore Diaz 
moved to approve the memorandum of decision. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved by roll call vote. 
 
Carol Pulliam, RN, Petition No. 2022-413. The respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann made a 
motion to approve the memorandum of decision. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved by roll call vote. 
 
CONSENT ORDER 



Lunie LaFrance, RN, Petion No. 2024-364. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the Department. The 
Respondent was not present. Cheryl-Ann Resha moved to approve the consent order. Mary Dietmann 
seconded the motion. Salvatore Diaz abstained. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Nicole A. Olenechuk, RN, Petion No. 2020-976. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the consent order. Cynthia Arpin 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
FACT FINDING 
*Noreen Espeut-Richards, RN, Petion No. 2022-1100. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the 
Department. The Respondent was not present.  
 

The Board conducted fact-finding in relation to the hearing that was previously held during the August 21, 
2024, meeting.  
 

Mary Dietmann made a motion that the Department of Public Health has met their burden of proof and 
that the Respondent be found on all charges (#1-13) of the statement of charges.  Cynthia Arpin 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 

Mary Dietmann made a motion for remedy of revocation. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved by roll call vote. 
 
HEARINGS 
*Cindy Bristol, RN, Petition No. 2022-1094, 2024-1143. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the 
Department. The Respondent was present and represented herself.  
 

Following the close of the hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding. Mary Dietmann made a motion that 
the Department of Public Health has met their burden of proof and that the Respondent be found on all 
charges (paragraphs 1-13) of the amended statement of charges.  Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. 
The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 

Mary Dietmann made a motion for remedy of revocation. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Athena Fidas, RN, Petition No. 2022-862. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the Department. Both 
Respondent and Attorney Leonhardt were in attendance.  
 

Salvatore Diaz made a motion, seconded by Cheryl-Ann Resha to enter executive session for the purpose 
of discussing confidential information. The motion was approved by roll call vote. The Board entered 
executive session at 1:04 p.m. All members of the Board (with the exception of Rebecca Martinez), 
Assistant Attorneys General Elizabeth Bannon and Alina Bricklin-Goldstein, Staff Attorney Joelle Newton, 
the Respondent, Attorney Leonhardt and the stenographer were present during executive session. There 
were no votes taken during the executive session. Public session resumed at 1:20 p.m. 
 

Following the close of the hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding. Cynthia Arpin made a motion that 
the Department of Public Health has met their burden of proof and that the Respondent be found on all 
charges (paragraphs 1-6) of the statement of charges.  Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. Camille 
Payne abstained. The remaining members voted and approved the motion. 
 
Cynthia Arpin made a motion for remedy of reprimand which includes a $3,000 fine and probation up to 
six months, pending successful completion of training authorization by DPH covering topics such as 
Public Health Emergencies and Pandemics. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved by roll call vote. 



 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Cheryl-Ann Resha made a motion to adjourn. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 



CALL TO ORDER 8:32AM 
 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
DATE: September 18, 2024 
TIME: 8:30 AM 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

Name 
 

Member Present 
(Y/N)  DPH STAFF Present 

(Y/N) 

Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, 
PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC, 
Chairperson 

RN 
Member Y 

 
Liz Bannon, AAG Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, MSN, 
RN 

RN 
Member N  Alina Bricklin-Goldstein, AAG Y 

Salvatore Diaz, DNP, MSN, 
RN 

RN 
Member Y  Ryan Burns, DPH Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, 
APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member Y  Joelle Newton, DPH Y 

Lisa Freeman, BA Public 
Member N  Aden Baume, DPH Y 

Rebecca Martinez, LPN LPN 
Member Y  Anthony Nanni, DPH Y 

Camille Payne, APRN APRN 
Member Y  Brett Moody, DPH Y 

Cheryl-Ann Resha, EdD, 
MSN, RN, FNASN, FAAN 

Public 
Member Y  Inna Erlikh, DPH Y 

Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, 
DNP, MSN, MPH, RN 

Public 
Member Y  Helen Smith, DPH Y 

    Susanne Cammarata, DPH Y 
    Meaghan Christinat, DPH Y 
    Brendan Hosey, DPH Y 
    Laura Morris, DPH Y 
    Alexandra Quental, DPH Y 
    Laurie Falaro, DPH Y 
    Dana Dalton, DPH Y 
    Charai Bellini, DPH Y 
    Sara Montauti, DPH Y 
    Lavita Sookram, DPH Y 
    Francesca Testa, DPH Y 
    Luis Maldonado, DPH Y 
    Patricia Calderone, DPH Y 
    Gillian VanderVliet, DPH Y 

 



Board Chair, Gina Reiners, announced the addition of a new Board Member and welcomed her to her first 
Board meeting. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez introduced herself as the Director of Health and Social 
Services for the City of Bridgeport and Registered Nurse.  
 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
Quinnipiac University – Facility Visit 
Susanne Cammarata gave an informational update related to the completion of the onsite visit. The 
facility met the nursing education program and licensure requirements general regulations for their 
approved Bachelor of Science Nursing program at the Center for Education, Simulation and Innovation 
(CESI) location at Hartford HealthCare’s Hartford Campus. Larry Slater, Dean for the School of Nursing, 
appeared on behalf of Quinnipiac University. No votes were taken.  
 
The Board recessed from 8:49 a.m. until 10:00 a.m. 
 
Cheryl-Ann Resha moved to add to the agenda the Memorandum of Decision for Erin K. Fitzpatrick, RN 
Petition No. 2024-762 under agenda item #5 Memorandum of Decision. Mary Dietmann seconded the 
motion. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez abstained. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 

Rebecca Martinez moved to add to the agenda the Modification of Reinstatement Consent Order for 
Maria Cardozo, RN, Petition No. 2024-1193 and the Consent Order for Allison Hayes, APRN, Petition No. 
2023-268 after agenda item #6. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez 
abstained. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 

Salvatore Diaz moved to add to the agenda the Summary Suspension for Issac S. Folorunsho, RN Petition 
No. 2022-1102 and Kristen J. Phillips, LPN, Petition No. 2023-648 under Consent Orders. Camille Payne 
seconded the motion. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez abstained. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 4, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the September 4, 2024, meeting were reviewed. Mary Dietmann moved to approve 
the minutes. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. Rebecca Martinez and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez 
abstained. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 
National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) – Highlights  
This topic was tabled and will be revisited at a future meeting. 
 
SCHOOL BUSINESS (CONTINUED) 
Mitchell College – Feasibility Study 
Jamie Sinutko, Program Administrator appeared on behalf of Mitchell College. During the August 21, 
2024, meeting the Board requested additional information on the proposed ABSN program. Salvatore 
Diaz moved to approve the feasibility study. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez abstained. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Porter and Chester Institute (PCI) – Corrective Action Plan (Enfield, Hamden & Bridgeport Campus, 
Evening Group) 
Sherry Greifzu, Director of Practical Nursing, and Julie Trzaski, Assistant Director, appeared on behalf of 
PCI. Sherry Greifzu provided an informational summary based on information requested during the July 
17, 2024, meeting. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the corrective action plan, contingent upon the 
submission of the following information: At the start of each campus cohort, a list of faculty members 
must be provided to the Board, along with quarterly reports on student attrition and retention until the 



first class sits for the NCLEX exam. Cheryl-Ann Resha seconded the motion. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez 
abstained. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Goodwin University – Waiver Request 
Goodwin University submitted a request for a 6-month waiver for Sandy Nguyen, BSN, RN, to enable her 
to serve as full-time clinical faculty for the NURS100: Nursing Skill Development course as part of the 
ADN program. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the 6-month waiver request. Mary Dietmann seconded 
the motion. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriquez abstained. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
University of Bridgeport – Feasibility Study 
Linda Wagner, Executive Director, Attorney Robert DeCrescenzo, Melissa Quinlan, Vice President for 
Institutional Effectiveness, and Manyul Im, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, appeared on 
behalf of the University of Bridgeport. Linda Wagner provided an informational summary based on 
information requested during the August 21, 2024, meeting.  Salvatore Diaz recused himself from the 
matter. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the feasibility study. Camille Payne seconded the motion. 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez abstained. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Marie-Rose Simbizi, RN, Petition No. 2023-1389. The Respondent was in attendance. Rebecca Martinez 
moved to approve the Memorandum of Decision. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez abstained. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Erin K. Fitzpatrick, RN, Petition No. 2024-762. The Respondent was not present. Rebecca Martinez moved 
to approve the Memorandum of Decision. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez abstained. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
REVIEW OF PRIOR MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Heidi A. Smith, RN, Petition No. 2023-1426, 2023-954. The Respondent was not present. Assistant 
Attorney General, Elizabeth Bannon, explained to the Board that there was an amendment made to 
reflect the Board’s decision that had been made at the time of the hearing. Cheryl-Ann Resha moved to 
approve the amended Memorandum of Decision. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez abstained. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MODIFICATION OF REINSTATEMENT CONSENT ORDER 
Maria Cordozo, RN, Petition No. 2024-1193. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Modification of Reinstatement 
Consent Order. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez abstained. The motion 
was approved by roll call vote. 
 
CONSENT ORDER 
Allison Hayes, APRN, Petition No. 2023-268. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Consent Order. Rebecca 
Martinez seconded the motion. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez abstained. The motion was approved by roll 
call vote. 
 
SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Issac S. Folorunsho, RN Petition No. 2022-1102. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the 
Department. Both Respondent and Counsel, Attorneys Melinda Monson and Ashley Blair, were in 
attendance. Attorney Nanni provided a synopsis of the matter. Opposing counsel submitted a written 



objection to the Motion for Summary Suspension, to which the Department gave an oral response. 
Attorney Monson and Attorney Blair were then given the opportunity to present their objection before the 
Board.  
 
Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension as the Respondent 
represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety if allowed to continue the 
practice of nursing. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez abstained. The 
motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Kristen J. Phillips, LPN, Petition No. 2023-648. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. 
The Respondent was in attendance. Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department’s Motion for 
Summary Suspension as the Respondent represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health 
and safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Cheryl-Ann Resha seconded the motion. 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez abstained. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
SCHOOL HEARINGS 
Porter and Chester Institute (PCI) – Bridgeport Campus, Day Group 
Sherry Greifzu, Director of Practical Nursing, Julie Trzaski, Assistant Director, and Attorney Eric Del Pozo 
appeared on behalf of Porter and Chester Institute. Attorney Del Pozo discussed a letter submitted on 
September 5, 2024, in which PCI formally requested the recusal of board member, Salvatore Diaz, from 
the hearing. Assistant Attorney General, Alina Bricklin-Goldstein addressed the request by explaining that 
when this is direct, personal, substantial, pecuniary interest in the outcome, that a board member should 
recuse themselves based on an actual bias or financial gain. Attorney Bricklin-Goldstein advised the 
Board in respect to PCI’s letter, under the facts that were presented, that she did not find anything 
suggesting that Mr. Diaz was incapable of separating his interest as a nurse, educator or as an employee 
of an institution in proximity to one of PCI’s programs.  
 

Board Chair, Gina Reiners, overruled PCI’s request for the recusal of Salvatore Diaz. 
 

Rebecca Martinez recused herself from the matter.  
 

At 12:50 the Board lost its quorum. 
 

Both the Board (1-12) and PCI’s (A-N) exhibits were entered as full exhibits for the record. The hearing will 
be continued at a future date. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Cheryl-Ann Resha made a motion to adjourn. Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m. 



CALL TO ORDER 8:32AM 
 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
DATE: October 2, 2024 
TIME: 8:30 AM 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

Name 
 

Member Present 
(Y/N)  DPH STAFF Present 

(Y/N) 

Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, 
PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC, 
Chairperson 

RN 
Member Y 

 
Liz Bannon, AAG Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, 
MSN, RN 

RN 
Member Y  Ryan Burns, DPH Y 

Salvatore Diaz, DNP, MSN, 
RN 

RN 
Member Y  Joelle Newton, DPH Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, 
RN, ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member Y  Aden Baume, DPH Y 

Lisa Freeman, BA Public 
Member Y  Anthony Nanni, DPH Y 

Rebecca Martinez, LPN LPN 
Member Y  Linda Fazzina, DPH Y 

Camille Payne, APRN APRN 
Member Y  Brett Moody, DPH Y 

Cheryl-Ann Resha, EdD, 
MSN, RN, FNASN, FAAN 

Public 
Member Y  Helen Smith, DPH Y 

Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, 
DNP, MSN, MPH, RN 

RN 
Member Y  Inna Erlikh, DPH Y 

    Meaghan Christinat, DPH Y 
    Stacy Schulman, DPH Y 
    Laura Morris, DPH Y 
    Betty Rozario, DPH Y 
    Laurie Falaro, DPH Y 
    Dana Dalton, DPH Y 
    Charai Bellini, DPH Y 
    Sara Montauti, DPH Y 
    Lavita Sookram, DPH Y 
    Lisa Yu, DPH Y 
    Melissa Cope, DPH Y 
    Luis Maldonado, DPH Y 
    Patricia Calderone, DPH Y 
    Gillian VanderVliet, DPH Y 

 
MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 18, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 



The draft minutes of the September 18, 2024, meeting were reviewed. Rebecca Martinez moved to 
approve the minutes with one amendment to correct the spelling of a name. Lisa Freedman seconded 
the motion. Cynthia Arpin abstained. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Tusheika Horton, RN, Petition No. 2022-1103. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. 
The Respondent was in attendance and requested a continuance of the motion to which the Board 
denied. Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension as the 
Respondent represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety if allowed to 
continue the practice of nursing. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll 
call vote.  
 
Kyra E. Kulas, RN Petition No. 2024-1302. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. 
Both Respondent and Counsel, Attorney Richard Brown were in attendance. Attorney Nanni provided a 
synopsis of the matter. Opposing counsel submitted a written objection to the Motion for Summary 
Suspension which Attorney Brown was given the opportunity to present to the Board. The Department 
then provided an oral response to the objection.  
 

Cheryl-Ann Resha moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension as the Respondent 
represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety if allowed to continue the 
practice of nursing. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Christina L Perullo, LPN, Petition No. 2023-910. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the 
Department. The Respondent was not in attendance. Lisa Freeman moved to grant the Department’s 
Motion for Summary Suspension as the Respondent represents a clear and immediate danger to the 
public health and safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Mary Dietmann seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Candace Staines, RN, Petition No. 2022-470. Cheryl-Ann Resha moved to approve the Memorandum of 
Decision. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MODIFICATION CONSENT ORDER 
Nicole L. Ring, RN, Petition No. 2024-1154. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. 
The Respondent was present. Cheryl-Ann Resha moved to approve the Modification Consent Order. Lisa 
Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
PRE-HEARING REVIEW 
Karla Davila, LPN, Petition No. 2022-566. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. After 
consideration of Attorney Newton’s presentation of evidence, the Board recommended that the 
Department proceed with summarily suspending the Respondent. 
 
HEARINGS 
*Alexandra Kavanagh, RN, Petition No. 2023-249. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the 
Department. Both Respondent and Attorney Ellen Costello were in attendance.  
 

Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Rebecca Martinez to enter executive session for the purpose 
of discussing confidential information. The motion was approved by roll call vote. The Board entered 
executive session at 10:09 a.m. All members of the Board (with the exception of Salvatore Diaz and 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez), Assistant Attorney General Elizabeth Bannon, Staff Attorney Joelle Newton, 



the Respondent, Attorney Costello and the stenographer were present during executive session. There 
were no votes taken during the executive session. Public session resumed at 10:28 a.m. 
 

Following the close of the hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding. Cheryl-Ann Resha made a motion 
that the Department of Public Health has met their burden of proof with regard to all allegations 
(paragraphs 1-9) within the statement of charges.  Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved by roll call vote. 
 

Cheryl-Ann Resha made a motion that Respondent’s professional license should be revoked. Mary 
Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Kristina Jankowski, RN, Petition No. 2023-851. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina appeared for the Department. 
Both Respondent and Attorney Ellen Costello were in attendance.  
 

Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez made a motion, seconded by Cynthia Arpin to enter executive session for the 
purpose of discussing confidential information. The motion was approved by roll call vote. The Board 
entered executive session at 12:00 p.m. All members of the Board (with the exception of Salvatore Diaz), 
Assistant Attorney General Elizabeth Bannon, Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina, the Respondent, Attorney 
Costello and the stenographer were present during executive session. There were no votes taken during 
the executive session. Public session resumed at 1:01 p.m. 
 

Following the close of the hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding. Lisa Freedman made a motion that 
the Department of Public Health has met their burden of proof with regard to all allegations (paragraphs 
1, 2, 3, 4 & 6) within the statement of charges.  Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 

Lisa Freedman made a motion that the Respondent should be placed on a one year probation and submit 
monthly employer reports and monthly therapy reports focusing on Respondent’s capability of safe 
practice in all settings. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
*Kristen J. Phillips, LPN, Petition No. 2023-648. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the 
Department. Respondent was present without representation.  
 

The Respondent gave an oral response to the Statement of Charges and both the Board and Department 
Exhibits were entered for the record.  
 

Rebecca Martinez made a motion, seconded by Cheryl-Ann Resha to enter executive session for the 
purpose of discussing confidential information. The motion was approved by roll call vote. The Board 
entered executive session at 2:23 p.m. All members of the Board (with the exception of Salvatore Diaz, 
Mary Dietmann & Camille Payne), Assistant Attorney General Elizabeth Bannon, Staff Attorney Joelle 
Newton, the Respondent and the stenographer were present during executive session. There were no 
votes taken during the executive session. Public session resumed at 2:35 p.m. 
Executive session resumed from 2:39 p.m. until 2:45 p.m. During this time, the Respondent requested a 
continuance. The Department had no objection, to which the Board granted the Respondent’s request. 
This hearing will be continued at a future date. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Lisa Freeman made a motion to adjourn. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:57 p.m. 



CALL TO ORDER 8:31AM 
 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
DATE: October 16, 2024 
TIME: 8:30 AM 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

Name 
 

Member Present 
(Y/N)  DPH STAFF Present 

(Y/N) 

Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, 
PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC, 
Chairperson 

RN 
Member Y 

 
Liz Bannon, AAG Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, MSN, RN RN 
Member Y  Alina Bricklin-Goldstein, AAG Y 

Salvatore Diaz, DNP, MSN, RN RN 
Member Y  Ryan Burns, DPH Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, RN, 
ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member Y  Joelle Newton, DPH Y 

Lisa Freeman, BA Public 
Member Y  Aden Baume, DPH Y 

Rebecca Martinez, LPN LPN 
Member Y  Anthony Nanni, DPH Y 

Camille Payne, MPH, MSN, 
APRN, DNP 

APRN 
Member Y  Brett Moody, DPH Y 

Cheryl-Ann Resha, EdD, MSN, 
RN, FNASN, FAAN 

Public 
Member Y  Helen Smith, DPH Y 

Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, DNP, 
MSN, MPH, RN 

RN 
Member N  Inna Erlikh, DPH Y 

    Meaghan Christinat, DPH Y 
    Susanne Cammarata, DPH Y 
    Laura Morris, DPH Y 
    Francesca Testa, DPH Y 
    Laurie Falaro, DPH Y 
    Dana Dalton, DPH Y 
    Charai Bellini, DPH Y 
    Sara Montauti, DPH Y 
    Lavita Sookram, DPH Y 
    Lisa Yu, DPH Y 
    Melissa Cope, DPH Y 
    Luis Maldonado, DPH Y 
    Patricia Calderone, DPH Y 
    Gillian VanderVliet, DPH Y 

 



Mary Dietmann moved to add CCNW Updates to the agenda, after agenda item #1. Cindy Arpin seconded 
the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Rebecca Martinez moved to add the Modification of Consent Order for Kyra E. Kulas, RN, Petition No. 
2024-1302 to the agenda, after agenda item #3. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved by roll call vote. 
 
Assistant Attorney General Alina Bricklin-Goldstein made a recommendation to the Board to reconsider 
the placement of CCNW updates on the agenda with the possibility of losing quorum later in the meeting. 
Cindy Arpin moved to add CCNW Updates after agenda item #8. Lisa Freedman seconded the motion. 
The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MINUTES OF OCTOBER 2, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the October 2, 2024, meeting were reviewed. Lisa Freedman moved to approve the 
minutes. Cheryl-Ann Resha seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
Mitchell College – Facility Visit 
Susanne Cammarata gave an informational update related to the completion of the onsite visit. The 
facility met the nursing education program and licensure requirements general the regulations for their 
approved Bachelor of Science Nursing program. Jaime Sinutko, Program Administrator appeared on 
behalf of Mitchell College. No votes were taken.  
 
CONSENT ORDER 
Jared Lynn Alexander, RN, Petition No. 2024-651. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the 
Department. The Respondent was present. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Consent Order. 
Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MODIFICATION OF CONSENT ORDER 
Kyra E. Kulas, RN, Petition No. 2024-1302. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. 
Both Respondent and Attorney Richard Brown were in attendance. Lisa Freedman moved to approve the 
Modification of Consent Order. Cindy Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call 
vote. 
 
MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Issac S. Folorunsho, RN, Petition No. 2022-1102. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the 
Department. Attorney Ashley Blair attended on behalf of the Respondent. Mary Dietmann moved to 
approve the Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges. Cheryl-Ann Resha seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Lalayna Grilley, RN, Petition No. 2022-2022-106, 2023-156. Lisa Freeman moved to approve the 
Memorandum of Decision. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call 
vote. 
 

Noreen Espeut-Richards, RN, Petition No. 2022-1100. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the 
Memorandum of Decision. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call 
vote. 
 



SCHOOL HEARINGS 
Porter and Chester Institute (PCI) – Bridgeport Campus, Day Group 
Sherry Greifzu, Director of Practical Nursing, Julie Trzaski, Assistant Director, and Attorney Eric Del Pozo 
appeared on behalf of Porter and Chester Institute. This hearing is a continuation from the September 18, 
2024, regular meeting. Board Exhibits (13-15) were entered as full exhibits for the record. Attorney Del 
Pozo gave a brief opening statement. Sherry Greifzu and Julie Trzaski were then given an opportunity to 
present their case.  
 

Salvatore Diaz made a motion to keep PCI – Bridgeport Campus, Day Group on conditional approval for a 
1-year extension. PCI must submit quarterly special progress reports to include: NCLEX performance 
tracking, reports on attrition, mountain measurement reports, faculty retention and both student and 
faculty satisfaction reports. Camille Payne seconded the motion. After discussion, the motion was 
approved by roll call vote receiving 1 ‘Nay’ vote and 6 ‘Aye’ votes. PCI is expected to submit the first 
quarterly report at the January 15, 2025, regular meeting. 
 
PRE-HEARING REVIEW 
Brenda Cruz, RN, Petition No. 2022-1165. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. Both 
Respondent and Attorney Karen Wackerman were in attendance. After consideration of Attorney 
Newton’s presentation of evidence, the Board recommended that the case be resolved with reprimand to 
include a civil penalty, working boundaries, probation, employer reports, drug/alcohol screening and 
training courses. 
 
HEARINGS 
*Kristen J. Phillips, LPN, Petition No. 2023-648. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the 
Department. Respondent was present without representation. The Respondent requested a continuance 
to obtain legal counsel. The Department had no objection, to which the Board granted the Respondent’s 
request. This hearing will be continued at a future date. 
 

*Jamie A. Pelletier, RN, Petition No. 2023-1062. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the 
Department. Both Respondent and Attorney Ellen Costello were in attendance. Attorney Costello 
requested a continuance to allow her time to review additional information submitted by the 
Department. The Board granted Attorney Costello’s request for a continuance.  This hearing is scheduled 
to continue November 6, 2024. 
 

*Christina L. Perullo, LPN, Petition No. 2023-910. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the 
Department. Respondent was present without representation. The Respondent requested a continuance 
to obtain legal counsel. The Department had no objection, to which the Board granted the Respondent’s 
request. This hearing will be continued at a future date. 
 
CCNW UPDATES 
Tina Loarte-Rodriguez, Executive Director, and Jeanette Lupinacci, Board Member, appeared on behalf of 
The Connecticut Center for Nursing Workforce (CCNW). Both Tina Loarte-Rodriguez and Jeanette 
Lupinacci, gave an informational update. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Cynthia Arpin made a motion to adjourn. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:38 p.m. 



CALL TO ORDER 8:31AM 
 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
DATE: November 6, 2024 
TIME: 8:30 AM 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

 
Name 

 
Member Present 

(Y/N)  DPH STAFF Present 
(Y/N) 

Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, 
PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC, 
Chairperson 

RN 
Member N 

 
Liz Bannon, AAG Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, MSN, RN RN 
Member Y  Alina Bricklin-Goldstein, AAG Y 

Salvatore Diaz, DNP, MSN, RN RN 
Member N  Ryan Burns, DPH Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, RN, 
ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member Y  Joelle Newton, DPH Y 

Lisa Freeman, BA Public 
Member Y  Aden Baume, DPH Y 

Rebecca Martinez, LPN LPN 
Member Y  Anthony Nanni, DPH Y 

Camille Payne, MPH, MSN, 
APRN, DNP 

APRN 
Member Y  Linda Fazzina, DPH Y 

Cheryl-Ann Resha, EdD, MSN, 
RN, FNASN, FAAN 

Public 
Member Y  Brett Moody, DPH Y 

Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, DNP, 
MSN, MPH, RN 

RN 
Member Y  Helen Smith, DPH Y 

    Inna Erlikh, DPH Y 
    Meaghan Christinat, DPH Y 
    Susanne Cammarata, DPH Y 
    Laurie Falaro, DPH Y 
    Dana Dalton, DPH Y 
    Charai Bellini, DPH Y 
    Sara Montauti, DPH Y 
    Lavita Sookram, DPH Y 
    Luis Maldonado, DPH Y 
    Patricia Calderone, DPH Y 
    Gillian VanderVliet, DPH Y 
    Heidi Joseph, DPH Y 
    Alexandra Quental, DPH Y 

 
 
 



Cheryl-Ann Resha moved to add to the agenda: 1) Motion for Summary Suspensions for Juliette 
Dominique, RN Petition No. 2024-287 and Colleen E. Quigley, LPN, Petition No. 2024-247 to agenda item 
#4; 2) the Modification of Reinstatement Consent Order for Fernando L Roldan, RN, Petition No. 2024-
1118 after agenda item #7; 3) Consent Order for Alexia C. Evans, LPN, Petition No. 2023-1128 to agenda 
item #6; and 4) the Motion to Withdraw Motion For Summary Suspension and Motion to Withdraw 
Statement of Charges for Lynne M. Reynolds, RN, Petition No. 2024-1344 to the agenda. The motion 
passed unanimously.  
 
MINUTES OF OCTOBER 16, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the October 16, 2024, meeting were reviewed. Lisa Freedman moved to approve the 
minutes. Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
University of Bridgeport – Facility Visit 
Inna Erlikh gave an informational update related to the completion of the onsite visit. The facility met the 
nursing education program and licensure requirements general the regulations for their approved 
Associate Degree in Nursing program. Linda Wagner, Executive Director, and Melissa Quinlan Vice 
President for Institutional Effectiveness appeared on behalf of the University of Bridgeport. No votes were 
taken.  
 
CHAIR UPDATE 
Proposed 2025 Regular Meeting Dates 
Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the proposed 2025 regular meeting dates with the exception of July 2nd. 
Cheryl-Ann Resha seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MOTION TO WITHDRAW MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION & MOTION TO WITHDRAW 
STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Lynne M. Reynolds, RN, Petition No. 2024-1344. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the 
Department. The Respondent was present. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve both the Motion to Withdraw 
Motion for Summary Suspension and Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges. Cheryl-Ann Resha 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Luis H. Alfaro, LPN, Petition No. 2023-1256. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. Lisa Freeman moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary 
Suspension as the Respondent represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety 
if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Marvalin M. Buckley, RN, Petition No. 2024-124. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the 
Department. The Respondent was not present. Attorney Christian Young gave a brief statement on behalf 
of the Respondent. Cynthia Arpin moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension as 
the Respondent represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety if allowed to 
continue the practice of nursing. Cheryl-Ann Resha seconded the motion. The motion was approved by 
roll call vote. 
 
Rebecca Martinez left the meeting at 9:13 a.m. 
 



Stephanie A. Paresi, LPN, RN, Petition No. 2024-1449, 2023-1249, 2021-1022. Staff Attorney Joelle 
Newton represented the Department. The Respondent was in attendance. Cheryl-Ann Resha moved to 
grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension as the Respondent represents a clear and 
immediate danger to the public health and safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Cynthia 
Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Tammy Piccirillo, LPN, Petition No. 2024-1479. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. Lisa Freeman moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary 
Suspension as the Respondent represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety 
if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Juliette Dominique, RN, Petition No. 2024-287. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the 
Department. The Respondent was not present. Cynthia Arpin moved to grant the Department’s Motion for 
Summary Suspension as the Respondent represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health 
and safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Colleen E. Quigley, LPN, Petition No. 2024-247. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the 
Department. Both Respondent and Attorney Jeffrey Ment were present. Attorney Ment gave a brief 
statement on behalf of the Respondent. Cynthia Arpin moved to grant the Department’s Motion for 
Summary Suspension as the Respondent represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health 
and safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Cheryl-Ann Resha seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Dianne P. Beckford, RN, Petition No. 2024-125. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the 
Department. The Respondent was not present. Cheryl-Ann Resha moved to approve the Motion to 
Withdraw Statement of Charges. Camille Payne seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll 
call vote. 
 
CONSENT ORDER 
Kimberly A. Anglin, RN, Petition No. 2023-1405. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the Department. 
The Both Respondent and Attorney Richard Brown were present. Attorney Brown gave a brief statement 
on behalf of the Respondent. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the Consent Order. Cheryl-Ann Resha 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Alexia C. Evans, LPN, Petition No. 2023-1128. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. 
The Respondent was present. Cheryl-Ann Resha moved to approve the Consent Order. Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MODIFICATION OF CONSENT ORDER 
Jared L. Alexander, RN, Petition No. 2024-651. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the Modification of Consent Order. 
Lisa Freedman seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MODIFICATION OF REINSTATEMENT CONSENT ORDER 
Fernando L. Roldan, RN, Petition No. 2024-1118. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the 
Department. Both Respondent and Attorney Richard Brown were present. Attorney Brown gave a brief 



statement on behalf of the Respondent. Cheryl-Ann Resha moved to approve the Modification of 
Reinstatement Consent Order. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved by roll call vote. 
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Athena Fidas, RN, Petition No. 2022-862. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the Memorandum of Decision. 
Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 

Patrice A. Williams, RN, Petition No. 2023-281. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the Memorandum of 
Decision. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
HEARINGS 
*Jamie A. Pelletier, RN, Petition No. 2023-1062. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. 
Both Respondent and Attorney Ellen Costello were in attendance.  
 

Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez made a motion, seconded by Cynthia Arpin, to enter executive session for the 
purpose of discussing confidential information. The motion was approved by roll call vote. The Board 
entered executive session at 10:49 a.m. All members of the Board (with the exception of Gina Reiners, 
Salvatore Diaz and Rebecca Martinez), Assistant Attorney General Elizabeth Bannon, Staff Attorney Joelle 
Newton, Jamie A. Pelletier (Respondent), Attorney Costello, Arla Washenko (witness) and Robert Dixon 
(court reporter) were present during executive session. There were no votes taken during the executive 
session. Public session resumed at 11:28 a.m. 
 

Cheryl-Ann Resha made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman to enter executive session for the purpose 
of discussing confidential information. The motion was approved by roll call vote. The Board entered 
executive session at 11:50 a.m. All members of the Board (with the exception of Gina Reiners, Salvatore 
Diaz and Rebecca Martinez), Assistant Attorney General Elizabeth Bannon, Staff Attorney Joelle Newton, 
Jamie A. Pelletier (Respondent), Attorney Costello, Michelle Tapper (witness) and Robert Dixon (court 
reporter) were present during executive session. There were no votes taken during the executive session. 
Public session resumed at 12:19 p.m. 
 

Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez to enter executive session for the 
purpose of discussing confidential information. The motion was approved by roll call vote. The Board 
entered executive session at 12:24 p.m. All members of the Board (with the exception of Gina Reiners, 
Salvatore Diaz and Rebecca Martinez), Assistant Attorney General Elizabeth Bannon, Staff Attorney Joelle 
Newton, Jamie A. Pelletier (Respondent), Attorney Costello, Sarah Froese (witness) and Robert Dixon 
(court reporter) were present during executive session. There were no votes taken during the executive 
session. Public session resumed at 12:31 p.m. 
 

Following the close of the hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding. Cynthia Arpin made a motion that 
the Department of Public Health has met their burden of proof with regard to paragraphs 1, 2 (2021 - no 
findings, 2022-2023 specific to alcohol abuse only), 3 specific to alcohol abuse only, 4 and 5. Lisa 
Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 

Cynthia Arpin made a motion for remedy which would include: 1) four year probation, 2) random alcohol 
and drug screens every week for the 1st and 4th years and two screens per month for the 2nd and 3rd 
years, 3) monthly employer reports for 1st and 4th and quarterly for 2nd and 3rd, 4) monthly therapy 
reports for 1st and 4th years and quarterly for 2nd and 3rd, 5) attend support groups with average of ten 
times per month with quarterly reports including record of attendance, 6) no self-employment, 
independent practice, home care, pooling, assisted living or home health agency, and 7) include tolling 
language  in case of gaps in employment. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was approved 
by roll call vote. 



 
ADJOURNMENT 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez made a motion to adjourn. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:02 p.m. 



CALL TO ORDER 8:33AM 
 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
DATE: November 20, 2024 
TIME: 8:30 AM 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

Name 
 

Member Present 
(Y/N)  DPH STAFF Present 

(Y/N) 

Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, 
PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC, 
Chairperson 

RN 
Member Y 

 
Liz Bannon, AAG Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, MSN, RN RN 
Member Y  Alina Bricklin-Goldstein, AAG Y 

Salvatore Diaz, DNP, MSN, RN RN 
Member Y  Kathleen Ross, DPH Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, RN, 
ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member Y  Ryan Burns, DPH Y 

Lisa Freeman, BA Public 
Member Y  Linda Fazzina, DPH Y 

Rebecca Martinez, LPN LPN 
Member Y  Aden Baume, DPH Y 

Camille Payne, MPH, MSN, 
APRN, DNP 

APRN 
Member Y  Anthony Nanni, DPH Y 

Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, 
DNP, MSN, MPH, RN 

RN 
Member Y  Stacy Schulman, DPH Y 

    Brett Moody, DPH Y 
    Stephen Carragher, DPH Y 
    Helen Smith, DPH Y 
    Susanne Cammarata, DPH Y 
    Meaghan Christinat, DPH Y 
    Inna Erlikh, DPH Y 
    Julienne Cutaia, DPH Y 
    Laurie Falaro, DPH Y 
    Dana Dalton, DPH Y 
    Charai Bellini, DPH Y 
    Sara Montauti, DPH Y 
    Lisa Yu, DPH Y 
    Holly-Ann Dzen, DPH Y 
    Alexandra Quental, DPH Y 
    Luis Maldonado, DPH Y 
    Gillian VanderVliet, DPH Y 

 
 



MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 6, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the November 6, 2024, meeting were reviewed. Mary Dietmann moved to approve 
the minutes. Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
CT State Community College at Quinebaug 

o Practical Nursing Feasibility Study - Kimberly Griffiths, Academic Director of Nursing and Allied 
Health, Dr. Paula Dowd, Academic Dean of Health Professions, Dr. Karen Hynick, Acting Provost 
and Denise Cortegiano appeared on behalf of CT State Community College at Quinebaug. 
Kimberly Griffiths gave an informational summary of the proposed accelerated practical nursing 
program. Rebecca Martinez moved to approve the feasibility study. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez 
seconded the motion. Both Salvatore Diaz and Cynthia Arpin recused themselves. The remaining 
members approved the motion by roll call vote. 

o Practical Nursing Program Director – Mary Dietmann made a motion to approve Kimberly Griffiths 
as the Academic Director of the practical nursing program. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded 
the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 

o Practical Nursing Program Curriculum – Mary Dietmann made a motion to approve the practical 
nursing program curriculum. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved by roll call vote. 

 
Arizona College - Appointment Qualifications Review (Dr. Deborah Long)  
Dr. Deborah Long, Elaine Harney, Campus President, Catherine Holton, Senior Director of Nursing 
Regulatory Affairs, Dr. Barbara Hall, Vice President of Nursing Regulatory Affairs appeared on behalf of 
Arizona College. Dr. Deborah Long presented on behalf of her appointment qualifications review. 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez made a motion to approve Dr. Deborah Long as the Interim Dean of Nursing at 
the Arizona College at their East Hartford location. Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Goodwin University - 2nd Quarterly Report – Karyn Therrien, LPN Program Director and Sue Yan, Clinical 
Coordinator appeared on behalf of Goodwin University. Karyn Therrien presented the 2nd Quarterly 
Report. No votes were taken. 
 
Elizabeth Rivera-Martinez temporarily left the meeting at 9:23 a.m. 
Lisa Freeman joined the meeting at 9:33 a.m. 
 
University of Hartford – Waiver Request (Sarah Freitas) – Edie Ouellet, Executive Director and Chair of the 
Nursing Department and Sarah Freitas appeared on behalf of the University of Hartford. Edie Willett 
presented the temporary waiver request for Sarah Freitas. Mary Dietmann made a motion to grant the 
temporary waiver for Sarah Freitas. Cindy Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll 
call vote. 
 
Mitchell College - Appointment Qualifications Review (Dr. Martha Kershaw) 
Dr. Jamie Sinutko, Program Administrator and Dr. Martha Kershaw appeared on behalf of Mitchell College. 
Dr. Martha Kershaw presented on behalf of her appointment qualifications review. Mary Dietmann made 
a motion to approve Dr. Martha Kershaw as the Director of Nursing at Mitchell College. Salvatore Diaz 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
  
 
 



CONSENT ORDER 
Barbara Bouffard, RN, Petition No. 2023-385. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Consent Order. Lisa Freeman 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 

Laura Keating, RN, Petition No. 2024-858. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. The 
Respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Consent Order. Lisa Freeman 
seconded the motion. The motion received 6 ‘Aye’ votes and 1 ‘Nay’ vote resulting in the motion being 
approved. 
 
REINSTATEMENT CONSENT ORDER 
Bethany Robinson, RN Petition No. 2023-766. The Board took no action in regard to this item. 
 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez returned to the meeting at 10:27 a.m. 
 
MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Marvalin M. Buckley, RN Petition No. 2024-124. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the Department. 
Both the Respondent and Attorney Young were not present. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Motion 
to Withdraw Statement of Charges. Camille Payne seconded the motion. The motion received 7 ‘Aye’ 
votes and 1 ‘Nay’ vote resulting in the motion being approved. 
 

Juliette Dominique, RN Petition No. 2024-287. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Motion to Withdraw Statement of 
Charges. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 

Tusheika Horton, RN Petition No. 2022-1103. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. 
Attorney Virginia Gillette appeared for the Respondent. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the Motion to 
Withdraw Statement of Charges. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll 
call vote. 
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Cindy Bristol, RN, Petition No. 2022-1094, 2024-1143. The Respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann 
moved to approve the Memorandum of Decision. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved by roll call vote. 
 
SCHOOL MEMORANDUM OF DECISION.  
Porter and Chester Institute (PCI) – Bridgeport Campus, Day Group. Mary Dietmann moved to approve 
the Memorandum of Decision. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call 
vote. 
 
HEARINGS 
*Juliette A. Cole, RN, Petition No. 2024-657. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina appeared for the Department. 
The Respondent was present. The Respondent requested if it would be possible to voluntarily surrender 
her license in lieu of the hearing. Assistant Attorney General, Alina Bricklin-Goldstein explained that Ms. 
Cole could request a continuance to allow her the opportunity to discuss the details of a voluntary 
surrender with Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina. The Board granted the request for a continuance. 
 
*Luis H. Alfaro, LPN, Petition No. 2023-1256. Prior to the scheduled hearing, the Respondent requested a 
continuance which was granted by the Board. This hearing will be scheduled for a future date. 
 



*Tammy Piccirillo, LPN, Petition No. 2024-1479. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina appeared for the 
Department. The Respondent was present and represented herself.  
 

Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, to enter executive session for the 
purpose of discussing confidential information. The motion was approved by roll call vote. The Board 
entered executive session at 11:39 a.m. All members of the Board, Assistant Attorney General Elizabeth 
Bannon, Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina, Tammy Piccirillo (Respondent), and Robert Dixon (court reporter) 
were present during executive session. There were no votes taken during the executive session. Public 
session resumed at 12:00 p.m. 
 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez left the meeting at 12:00 and returned at 12:43 p.m. 
Lisa Freeman left the meeting at 12:30 p.m. 
 
Following the close of the hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding. Cynthia Arpin made a motion that 
the Department of Public Health has met their burden of proof with regard to all allegations (paragraphs 
1-7) within the statement of charges.  Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by 
roll call vote. 
 

Cynthia Arpin made a motion for remedy which would include: 1) four years of probation; 2) random 
alcohol and drug screens every week for the 1st and 4th years and two screens per month for the 2nd and 
3rd years; 3) monthly employer reports for 1st and 4th and quarterly for 2nd and 3rd; 4) monthly therapy 
reports for 1st and 4th years and quarterly for 2nd and 3rd; 5) attend support groups with average of 8-10 
times per month (full 4 years) with quarterly reports including record of attendance; 6) narcotic key 
restriction for the first year; 7) no self-employment, independent practice, home care, pooling, assisted 
living or home health agency; and 8) inclusion of tolling language  in case of gaps in employment. 
Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez abstained. The motion was approved by 
roll call vote. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Salvatore Diaz made a motion to adjourn. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:58 p.m. 



CALL TO ORDER 8:31AM 
 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
DATE: December 4, 2024 
TIME: 8:30 AM 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

Name 
 

Member Present 
(Y/N)  DPH STAFF Present 

(Y/N) 

Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, 
PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC, 
Chairperson 

RN 
Member Y 

 
Liz Bannon, AAG Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, 
MSN, RN 

RN 
Member Y  Alina Bricklin-Goldstein, AAG Y 

Salvatore Diaz, DNP, MSN, 
RN 

RN 
Member Y  Ryan Burns, DPH Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, 
RN, ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member Y  Aden Baume, DPH Y 

Lisa Freeman, BA Public 
Member Y  Anthony Nanni, DPH Y 

Rebecca Martinez, LPN LPN 
Member Y  Stacy Schulman, DPH Y 

Camille Payne, MPH, MSN, 
APRN, DNP 

APRN 
Member Y  Joelle Newton, DPH Y 

Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, 
DNP, MSN, MPH, RN 

RN 
Member Y  Julienne Cutaia, DPH Y 

    Brett Moody, DPH Y 
    Chris Andreson, DPH Y 
    Dana Dalton, DPH Y 
    Susanne Cammarata, DPH Y 
    Inna Erlikh, DPH Y 
    Laurie Falaro, DPH Y 
    Gillian VanderVliet, DPH Y 
    Charai Bellini, DPH Y 
    Sara Montauti, DPH Y 

 
 
 
 
 
Rebecca Martinez moved to add the Motion for Summary Suspension for Samuel Alexander Haddy, RN 
Petition No. 2024-244 to the agenda, after agenda item #2. The motion was approved by acclamation. No 
objections were raised. 
 



MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 20, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the November 20, 2024, meeting were reviewed. Rebecca Martinez moved to 
approve the minutes. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
CONSENT ORDER 
Colleen E. Quigley, LPN, Petition No. 2024-247. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the 
Department. Both Respondent and Attorney Jeffrey Ment were present. Rebecca Martinez moved to 
approve the Consent Order. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call 
vote. 
 
MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Samuel Alexander Haddy, RN Petition No. 2024-244. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the 
Department. The respondent was not present. Attorney Newton gave a brief synopsis of the matter. 
 

Attorney Newton requested that the Board move to approve the amendment of the cover sheet and 
paragraph 3A of the Statement of Charges to correct a scrivener’s error. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve 
the Department’s request. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion was approved 
by acclamation. No objections were raised. 
 

Lisa Freeman moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension as the Respondent 
represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety if allowed to continue the 
practice of nursing. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
ORIENTATION TRAINING 
Board member orientation training presented by Ryan Burns, Deputy Legal Director. 
 
Lisa Freeman left the meeting at 9:02 a.m. 
 
HEARINGS 
*Stephanie A. Paresi, LPN, RN, Petition No. 2024-1449, 2023-1249, 2021-1022. Staff Attorney Joelle 
Newton appeared for the Department. The Respondent was not present.  
 

Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez made a motion to grant the Department’s motion to deem all allegations 
admitted. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 

Following the close of the hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding. Salvatore Diaz made a motion that 
the Department of Public Health has met their burden of proof and that the Respondent be found on all 
charges (1-8) of the Statement of Charges.  Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved by roll call vote. 
 

Salvatore Diaz made a motion for remedy of revocation. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Salvatore Diaz made a motion to adjourn. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:58 a.m. 



CALL TO ORDER 8:37AM 
 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
DATE: December 18, 2024 
TIME: 8:30 AM 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

Name 
 

Member Present 
(Y/N)  DPH STAFF Present 

(Y/N) 

Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, 
PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC, 
Chairperson 

RN 
Member Y 

 
Elizabeth Bannon, AAG Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, 
MSN, RN 

RN 
Member N  Alina Bricklin-Goldstein, AAG Y 

Salvatore Diaz, DNP, MSN, 
RN 

RN 
Member Y  Aden Baume, DPH Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, 
RN, ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member Y  Anthony Nanni, DPH Y 

Lisa Freeman, BA Public 
Member N  Stacy Schulman, DPH Y 

Rebecca Martinez, LPN LPN 
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SCHOOL BUSINESS 
Porter and Chester Institute (PCI) – Enfield Campus Closure 
Sherry Greifzu, Director of Practical Nursing and Julie Trzaski, Assistant Director, appeared on behalf of 
Porter and Chester Institute. Both Sherry Greifzu and Julie Trzaski presented the details and timeline of 
the PCI – Enfield Campus Closure. No votes were taken. 
 

Salvatore.Diaz.recused.himself.from.the.University.of.Bridgeport.discussion¡ 
 

University of Bridgeport – Clinical Site (Bridgeport Hospital) 
Susanne Cammarata, DPH Nurse Consultant, briefly presented concerning the ratio of Bridgeport 
Hospital preceptors to the University of Bridgeport nursing students. Linda Wagner, Executive Director 
and Joubin Bavarian, Vice President of Operations, appeared on behalf of the University of Bridgeport. 
Mary Christofferson, Vice President of Nursing, appeared on behalf of Bridgeport Hospital. Linda Wagner 
presented to the Board. No votes were taken. 
 
MINUTES OF DECEMBER 4, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the December 4, 2024, meeting were reviewed. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez moved to 
approve the minutes. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
CONSENT ORDERS 
Emily G. Annatone, RN Petition No. 2024-585. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. 
The Respondent was present. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez moved to approve the Consent Order. Salvatore 
Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved receiving 1 ‘Nay’ vote and 4 ‘Aye’ votes. 
 

Sharon M. Gauthier, Unlicensed Nurse, Petition No. 2024-1047. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented 
the Department. The Respondent was not in attendance. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez moved to approve 
the Cease and Desist Consent Order. Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion. The motion was approved 
by roll call vote. 
 

Dana I. White, RN Petition No. 2024-1184. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. The 
Respondent was not in attendance. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodrigues moved to approve the Consent Order. 
Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MOTION TO REOPEN 
Stephanie A. Paresi, LPN, RN Petition No. 2024-1449, 2023-1249, 2021-1022. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
represented the Department. The Respondent failed to appear. Attorney Newton presented the 
Department’s objection to the Respondent’s motion to reopen. Salvatore Diaz moved to deny the 
Respondent’s motion to reopen. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved by roll call vote. 
 
CCNW UPDATES 
Tina Loarte-Rodriguez, Executive Director, and Jeanette Lupinacci, Board Member, appeared on behalf of 
The Connecticut Center for Nursing Workforce (CCNW). Both Tina Loarte-Rodriguez and Jeanette 
Lupinacci, gave an informational update. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez made a motion to adjourn. Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion. The 
meeting was adjourned at 10:36 a.m. 
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	Larry Slater, Dean for the School of Nursing, presented the Letter of Intent on behalf of Quinnipiac University. Doctor Lisa Rebeschi, Senior Associate Dean and Doctor Lisa O’Connor were in attendance. The purpose of the Letter of Intent was to establ...
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	MEMORANDUM OF DECISION
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