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BOARD of EXAMINERS FOR NURSING   
DATE:   January 18, 2023 
TIME:    8:30 a.m.  
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 
 

MEETING MINUTES  
 

Name Member Present 
(Y/N)  DPH STAFF Present 

(Y/N) 
Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, 
DNSc, Chairperson 

RN 
Member    y  Stacy Schulman 

Legal Counsel to the Board 
      Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, 
MSN, RN 

RN 
Member    y  Helen Smith, RN Nurse 

Consultant 
      Y 

Jason Blando Public    y  Dianne Bertuccio       Y 
Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, 
APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member    y   Attorney Joelle Newton       Y 

Lisa S. Freeman, BA Public    y  Attorney Aden Baume       Y 
Jennifer C. Long, APRN, 
MSN, NNP-BC 

APRN 
Member    y  Attorney Linda Fazzina        Y 

Geraldine Marrocco, EdD, 
APRN, ANP-BC, FAANP 

RN 
Member    y  Attorney Craig Sullivan        Y 

Rebecca Martinez, LPN LPN 
Member    y  AAG Dan Shapiro        Y 

Gina Reiners, PhD, 
APRN, PMHNP, 
PMHCNS 

RN 
Member    y  

  Dana Dalton, RN, 
Supervising Nurse 
Consultant                            

   Y 

 
 
CHAIR UPDATES: 
 
None (Per Chair, will move matter regarding Porter & Chester to February 15, 2023, meeting) 
 
 
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS AND REORDERING OF AGENDA (Agenda attached) 
 
            Cindy Arpin moved and Geri Marrocco seconded to add Arizona College of Nursing to the agenda; 

Mary Dietmann, Cindy Arpin, Jason Blando and Jen Long recused themselves in this matter.  After 
losing its quorum, the Board applied the Rule of Necessity as instructed by AAG Shapiro in order to 
consider and vote regarding the matter of the Arizona College of Nursing.  

 
Cindy Arpin moved and Geri Marrocco seconded to remove Nicole Solski’s name from the hearing list 
since she had received a continuance. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 
OPEN FORUM     
 
Syreeta Smith-Williams, a student at Porter & Chester, Enfield location, discussed the conditions of the school 
from her perspective.  She observed that it has been understaffed since COVID has no Director of Nursing, 
and there is a hold on clinicals.   
 
Chiquona (sp??) Ralph discussed Stone Academy.  She was scheduled to graduate in April 2023, but has not 
been able to complete the last 2 weeks of her clinical experience.  She also informed the Board  about the 
lack of communication with the new staff.   
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Nicole Elliston, LPN, also a Stone Academy student since 2019, informed the Board that she has been on a 
waiting list for one year to complete her clinical experiences.   
   
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF STATE BOARDS OF NURSING—UPDATE 
 
Dana Dalton, RN, Supervising Nurse Consultant, informed the Board that the Seattle mid-year conference 
was scheduled to convene from March 27, 2023, through March 30, 2023.   
 
Geri Marrocco was not able to attend the APRN meeting, so there was nothing to report.   
 
The CT CENTER FOR NURSING WORKFORCE, INC.   Monthly Update 
 
Marcia Proto, Executive Director, provided an update for the CT Center for Nursing Workforce.  She advised 
the Board that nurses under the age of 35 are leaving the profession and the critical need to address this 
statewide phenomenon.  She also mentioned an exciting lunch and learn series that ASTHO is offering along 
with its DEI initiatives.   

 
SCHOOL ISSUES 
 
 AAG Shapiro asked the Board to move the School Regulations Update on the agenda before the 

Arizona College of Nursing.  Rebecca Martinez moved and Lisa Freeman seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed with Jason Blando’s recusal.   

 
 School Regulations Update—Attorney Dante Costa, DPH program manager from the Commissioner’s 

office, provided a power point presentation of the regulations process.  The Board members 
expressed concerns that the current regulations are decades old and the approval of the revised 
regulations must be expedited ASAP.   

 
 Quinebaug Valley Community College --Paula Dowd, Dean was present.  For the Board’s information 

only, the school has plans to offer a LPN day program for August 2024, one class per year.   
 
 Stone Academy 
 
 Helen Smith, DPH, reported the results of her campus visits and surveys in collaboration with Sean 

Seepersed from the Office of Higher Education (“OHE”).  Together, they inspected the East Campus 
on December 13 and December 14, 2022.  The campus was cited for the following violations of CGA 
Ꟊ 20-90-50a:  safety concerns and lack of office space for faculty and as well as not having reports on 
the medications they used at the lab.  There was also a violation for failure to provide clinical 
experiences.  See, CGS Ꟊ 20-90-55c.   

 
         Helen Smith also reported that Stone Academy staff inaccurately credited campus experience as 

clinical experience; referred to them as “campus clinical.”  Another violation of CGA Ꟊ 20-90-51(3)(b) 
was cited.  Qualified faculty was not present and practical nursing experiences were not documented 
in a review of 117 out of 122 files.   There was 1 LPN and not a RN as required; there were 14 
employees with no BAs in nursing; there were 4 employees that had not obtained MSN within the 
required 5 years; there were 6 nurses who did not have the minimum of 3 years of clinical experience.   

 
At the East Hartford campus, there were 3 nurses with no BSN credentials; one lab teacher did not 
have a BSN as required; West Haven campus, there was one nurse who did not have the minimum 
BSN to be a clinical instructor.   
 
The student ratio was violated per CGA Ꟊ 20-90-48(a)(2)(a).  Dr. Brian Pervis, interim director of the 
LPN program, was teaching one class twice a week at the West Haven campus.  It was noted that 
LPNs are not permitted to do patient assessments, although this was stated erroneously.   
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At the West Haven campus, Helen Smith reported its failure to provide the required number of hours 
of clinical experience was a violation of CGA Ꟊ 20-90-55c. On December 19, 2022, a clinical 
experience was scheduled.  From 7:00am until 2:00 pm, no students came.   
 
Mr. Ed Roberts, CEO/President as of November 23, 2022, responded to Helen Smith’s report.  He 
reported that he was hired with “unlimited authority to straighten things out.”  He stated that one staff 
member inadvertently forgot to show Helen Smith and Sean Seepersed, OHE, the two offices for staff 
members.  He also reported that Dr. Pervis has instituted a standard for ordering medications for the 
lab, and a new staff person will be hired to administer this protocol properly.  He reported that he 
recently hired an education recruiter who has hired 18 instructors since January 1, 2023, a compliance 
officer; and, as of January 17, 2023, there will be a clinical director, Sue Yun, who will report directly to 
Mr. Roberts. 
 
After Mr. Roberts addressed Helen Smith’s report, some of the Board members had questions and 
expressed concerns about the report.  Mary Dietmann noted that the LPN pass rates was in the 40% 
to 60% range.  Also, Lisa Freeman expressed concerns that the program had a disregard for the 
regulations pertaining to instructor qualifications and that the program was looking forward but not at 
the past issues that have adversely affected the program and its students.  
 
Mr. Roberts stated that a minimum of 750 hours of clinical experiences will be provided to the LPN 
students and that he was doing everything in his power to correct the problems at the school.  He also 
stated that as of December 28, 2022, he had prepared a plan to respond to the Board’s concerns and 
that it would be submitted to the Board ASAP.   
 
Geri Marrocco, Rebecca Martinez and the chair, Pat Bouffard, all expressed concerns and frustrations 
about the students adversely impacted by the program’s deficiencies and what the students who 
spoke during the Open Forum were experiencing.  
 
Break from 11:15am -11:30 am.  
 

 
SCOPE OF PRACTICE    the Chair stated there was nothing to report. 
 
 
MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
 
 Karen Crosby, RN, Petition No. 2022-1149       Staff Attorney Joelle Newton  
 
 Attorney Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt was present to represent Respondent who was not present.  

Attorney Newton represented the Department.  The Department moved to withdraw the SOC.  Jen 
Long moved to review the modified Consent Order and Geri Marrocco seconded the motion.  The 
Board members voted to restart the four-year probation.  The chair, Patricia Bouffard commented that 
the probationary terms were too harsh considering the work Respondent had done to rehabilitate 
herself.  The Board voted unanimously to oppose the Consent Order as presented.  

 
Secondarily, the Board decided that a three-year probation would be appropriate, giving Respondent 
credit for the first year.  During the second year, the terms included monthly urine screens which 
would increase to weekly during the third year. The employer and therapy reports would be quarterly 
for the second year and monthly for the third year.  Jen Long moved and Rebecca Martinez seconded 
the motion to vacate the initial Consent Order.  The motion passed unanimously.   
 
The Board voted to vacate the initial Consent Order as presented.  Subsequently, Jen long moved 
and Geri Marrocco seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Order as modified.  The Board passed 
the motion unanimously.  Finally, Jen Long moved and Geri Marrocco seconded the motion to 
withdraw the SOC.  The motion passed unanimously.   
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Patricia Taylor, LPN  Petition No. 2022-561        Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
 
Neither Respondent nor counsel was present.  Attorney Newton represented the Department.  Geri 
Marrocco moved and Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion to withdraw the SOC.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

MEMORANDUM OF DECISION  
 
 Amanda Espinosa, LPN   Petition No. 2021-1222   
 
 Geri Marrocco moved and Lisa Freeman seconded the motion to affirm the MOD as presented.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 
 
 Kimberly Lemire, RN     Petition No. 2022-561   
     
 Jen Long moved and Mary Dietmann seconded a motion to affirm the MOD as presented. The motion 

passed unanimously to revoke Respondent’s license.   
 
 
MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION  
 
 Proctor Norman Hayes, RN  Petition No. 2022-409    Staff Attorney Joelle Newton  
 
 Neither Respondent nor counsel was present.  Mary Dietmann moved for Summary Suspension and 

Jen Long seconded the motion to summarily suspend Respondent’s license.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
 Sarah Zoni, RN  Petition No. 2022-1282    Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 
 
 Neither Respondent nor counsel was present .  Jen Long moved and Lisa Freeman seconded the 

motion to summarily suspend Respondent’s license.  The motion passed unanimously.   
 
 
CONSENT ORDERS 
 
 
 Sue-Elynn Heller, RN  Petition No. 2022-539      Staff Attorney Aden Baume   
  
  Staff Attorney Baume presented a Consent Order in this matter.  Respondent was not present, and 

was not represented by counsel.  Mary Dietmann moved and Cindy Arpin seconded a motion to 
approve the Consent Order as presented.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 Jacquelyn O’Connor, LPN  Petition No. 2020-845    Staff Attorney Aden Baume  
 
 Staff Attorney Baume presented a Consent Order in this matter.  Respondent was not present and 

was not represented by counsel.  Jennifer Long moved and Mary Dietmann seconded a motion to 
approve the Consent Order as presented.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 
 Jared Spears, RN  Petition No. 2021-559    Staff Attorney Aden Baume 
 
 Staff Attorney Baume presented a Consent Order in this matter. Neither Respondent nor counsel was  

present.  Mary Dietmann moved and Jen Long seconded a motion to approve the Consent Order as 
presented.  The motion passed unanimously.   
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HEARINGS      
 
 Deborah J. Cochran, RN     Petition No. 2019-809    Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina  
 
 Neither Respondent nor counsel for Respondent was present.  Attorney Fazzina represented the 

Department.  The Board determined that Respondent had received sufficient notice of the hearing via 
phone, email and regular mail.  The Department called Paula DelGrego as a witness regarding any 
previous contact with Respondent.  She testified that Respondent left her a voice mail that 
Respondent had declined to be present at the hearing because Respondent had planned to retire.  
The witness send email regarding the same to Attorney Fazzina on November 21, 2022.  The email 
was entered into the record as a full exhibit, Board Ex. 5.  There was no answer to statement of 
charges (“SOC”) in the record.  Therefore, Attorney Fazzina moved to Deem the Allegations Admitted.  
Mary Dietmann  moved and Lisa Freeman seconded the motion to approve the Motion to Deem 
Allegations Admitted.  The motion passed unanimously.  Jennifer Long moved and Mary Dietmann 
seconded the motion to revoke Respondent’s license.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 John Rodriguez, RN   Petition No. 2022-851 Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan  
 
 Neither Respondent nor counsel for Respondent was present.  Attorney Sullivan represented the 

Department.  The record evidences that the Respondent had received sufficient notice of the hearing.    
There was no answer to the SOC in the record.  Attorney Sullivan moved to Deem the Allegations 
Admitted.  Geri Marrocco moved and Lisa Freeman seconded the Motion to Deem Allegations 
Admitted.  The motion passed unanimously.  Geri Marrocco moved and Rebecca Martinez seconded 
to find on all charges that the Department met its burden of proof.  Gina Reiners abstained. 
Subsequently, Jennifer Long moved and Cindy Arpin seconded the motion to revoke Respondent’s 
license.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 
 Mary-Elizabeth Taylor, RN   Petition No. 2022-1273  Staff Attorney Aden Baume  
 
 Respondent was present along with her counsel Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt.  Attorney Baume 

represented the Department.  Attorney Baume stated that the Board ordered a Consent Order for 
Respondent in September 2022.  However, Respondent relapsed shortly thereafter and tested 
positive for an alcoholic substance.  Attorney Moore Leonhardt stated that Respondent admitted her 
relapse and immediately communicated the same to the Department monitor.  Respondent’s counsel 
argued that no disciplinary action was warranted.   

 
The Department called LaVita Sookram, RN, the Department monitor, as its witness.  She testified  
that in November 2022 Respondent had a positive urine screen, but had three negative screens in 
December 2022.  Gina Reiners moved and Lisa Freeman seconded a motion to find that the 
Department met its burden of proof on all charges.  The motion passed unanimously.  Subsequently, 
Gina Reiners moved and Rebecca Martinez seconded a motion to reset the probation from February 
1, 2023, for one year.  The motion passed unanimously.  Finally, Gina Reiners moved and Rebecca 
Martinez seconded a motion to vacate the Summary Suspension, effective January 18, 2023.  The 
motion passed unanimously.   
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Christine Trombino, RN  Petition No. 2020-895  Staff Attorney Aden Baume     

 
 Respondent was not present, but was represented by Attorney Matthew Olkin (sp??).  Attorney 

Baume represented the Department.  Attorney Olkin appeared at the hearing to confirm that he had 
initially represented Respondent before he no longer received any communication from Respondent 
for three months.  The Notice of Hearing (“NOH”) was sent to Attorney Olkin.  Attorney Olkin testified 
that he sent an email to PHHO dated October 10, 2022, regarding the October 16, 2022, NOH.  He 
requested a continuance of the October 19, 2022, hearing to January 2023.  Attorney Olkin spoke with 
Respondent on or about October 16, 2022, about the continuance.  Attorney Olkin learned during the 
hearing that Respondent has been incarcerated since January 12, 2023.  Gina Reiners moved and 
Lisa Freeman seconded a motion to Amend the SOC.  The motion passed unanimously.  Finally, Lisa 
Freeman and Rebecca Martinez seconded a motion to grant Respondent another continuance until 
March 2023 due to her incarceration.  The motion passed unanimously.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
The meeting adjourned around 3:30p.m., on a motion made by Gina Reiners and seconded by Lisa 
Freeman. The motion passed unanimously.   
 

 
Patricia C Bouffard, RN, D.NSc 
Chairperson, Board of Examiners for Nursing  
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The following minutes are draft minutes which are subject to revision and which have not yet been adopted by the Board. 

 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on February 15, 2023, via Microsoft TEAMS. 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, D.N.Sc. - (RN Member, Chair) 
Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, PMHNP, PMHCNS - (RN Member) 
Jason Blando - (Public Member) 
Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE - (RN Member)  
Lisa S. Freeman, BA - (Public Member)  

     Rebecca Martinez, LPN – (LPN Member) 
Jennifer C. Long, APRN, MSN, NNP-BC - (APRN Member)  
Geraldine Marrocco, Ed.D., APRN, ANP-BC, FAANP - (RN Member) 

 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Cynthia L. Arpin, RN, MSN – (RN Member) 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Dana Dalton, RN, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH  

Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Sean Seepersed, OHE 
Stacy Schulman, Staff Attorney, Board Counsel 
Daniel Shapiro, Section Chief, OAG 
Cynthia Mahon, OAG 
Dianne Bertuccio, Interim Board Liaison, DPH 
Aden Baume, Staff Attorney, DPH 

 
The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m. All participants were present via Microsoft TEAMS. 
 
Chair Updates 
 
Nothing to report.  
 
Additional Agenda Items and Reordering of Agenda 
 
There was a revision to the agenda to add a revocation MOD for Rebecca Berlepsch, LPN, which was revised to 
identify correctly the Department’s staff attorney assigned to this matter.      
 
Gina Reiners made a motion to approve the agenda as revised, Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion 
passed unanimously.   
 
Open Forum 
 
No reports.  
 
National Council of State Boards of Nursing – Update 
 
Chair Bouffard reported that she attended the January 24, 2023, meeting for Partners in Nursing.  She discussed 
the tentative APRN compact with Wyoming and Maryland.  Mary Dietmann reported on the Education call.  One of 
the main issues was telehealth.  Geri Marrocco reported on public practice in a health arena and noted that subject 
related articles will be integrated into the APRN curriculum.   
 
THE CONNECTICUT CENTER FOR NURSING WORKFORCE, INC – Monthly Update 
 
Linda Wagner, co-chair for Deans and Directors, was present but had no report.   
Marcia Proto, Director of the Center for Nursing Workforce reported that the state is conducting a survey of all 
practical nurses and registered nurses.  Geri Marrocco asked how the state will locate and/or monitor the 7600 
“nurses” from Florida who purportedly received fraudulent licenses.  Dana Dalton stated that there are some in CT 
who are under investigation.   
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SCHOOL ISSUES 

 
Porter & Chester  
 
Attorney Joan Feldman, Carol Cournoyer, Dr. Vicki Kane and Lauren Kuzara appeared on behalf of Porter             
& Chester Institute.  Helen Smith gave detailed reports regarding the Department’s inspections of the Enfield 
and Hamden campuses on January 11, 2023, and January 27, 2023, respectively.  Sean Seepersed, OHE, 
reported that the inspections of the campuses were the Departments’ response to student complaints 
about the conditions of the Enfield campus.  
 
Helen Smith cited the school for numerous violations, including but not limited to unsecured student records, 
incomplete material safety data sheets (“MSDS”), unsecured bins of sharps, use of out-of-date materials and 
no pediatric or maternal childcare experiences provided for the students.  
 
Dr. Vicki Kane responded that she and Sherry Griffsue provided an oral response to the Department 
concerning the violations Helen Smith cited.  She also stated that a written report of the remediation measures 
that were taken immediately will be provided to the Department and that they have instituted the proper use of 
the MSDS forms and have discarded out-of-date materials.  She also reported that the next generation of the 
NCLEX materials are being incorporated in the school’s curriculum.   
 
Mary Dietmann moved to accept Helen Smith’s report regarding Porter & Chester.  Rebecca Martinez 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Stone Academy – Improvement Initiatives  
 
Helen Smith reported that since the January 2023 visit, the school had revised its student attendance policies, 
hired more clinical instructors and a professional education recruiter.   
 
Stone Academy – Leadership Transition  
 
Helen Smith reported that the school hired Edward Roberts on January 17, 2023, as president and CEO.  

 
 

Yale School of Nursing—Appointment of Interim Dean  
 

Helen Smith reported that the Yale School of Nursing submitted a request to the Department to approve Dr. 
Holly Powell Kennedy’s appointment as the interim dean.  Helen Smith reported all required documentation 
was provided with this request.  Gina Reiners made a motion to approve the appointment of Dr. Powell 
Kennedy as interim dean of the school of nursing and Lisa Freeman seconded the motion.  Jason Blando, 
Geri Marrocco and Rebecca Martinez abstained.  The motion passed unanimously.   
 

 
Stone Academy – School Closure 
 
Dr. Erin Walton and Dr. Pervis appeared on behalf of Stone Academy.  They reported that they received 
notice of the unexpected school closure on February 14, 2023, the same date as everyone else.  They also 
received layoff notices.  Chair Bouffard reported that the Board also received on February 14 , 2023 a notice 
of the school’s intention to close. Sean Seepersed, OHE, reported on the status of this intended closure and 
anticipated next steps.  There was a compliance conference held in January 2023.  No prior warning of 
closure plans.  
 
For the next steps, Sean Seepersad, OHE, reported the following:  an audit of student records is required to 
determine their status, credits, etc.  A student fair will be held with other nursing school programs to explore  
available opportunities for students in the PN program.  OHE will be working with DPH regarding the school’s 
closure date and the adverse impact of the same on graduating students.  Currently, there are only three PN 
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programs in CT:  Lincoln Tech that has a different protocol than Stone Academy; Griffin that is just starting its 
program and Porter & Chester, which has its own issues.   
 
Dr. Pervis stated that he has answered 150+ phone calls from concerned students.  He believes that more 
than 800 students have been affected by this closure.  Dr. Walton stated that layoffs will be effective at the end 
of February.  Many students called into the meeting to express concerns about the school’s sudden closure.  
Many discussed the revolving door of faculty members, fraudulent conditions/conduct encouraged by 
administrators, having clinicals on computers, concerns that their clinical hours will not count towards their 
graduation requirements, whether they should continue to attend classes, concerns about the exit exam 
schedule, if any, etc. Dr. Pervis empathized with the students, especially with those who may not be 
graduating as anticipated and the history of low pass rates for the NCLEX exams due to lack of preparation 
and quality course work.    
 
Board members were also empathetic with the students’ concerns, especially the financial and personal 
impact of this closure on the students’ families, debt obligations, employment opportunities, etc.  Section Chief 
AAG Dan Shapiro assured them that the AGO office has been working with OHE for the past two weeks trying 
to get the audit that was requested and are making efforts to protect the students’ interests.   
 

 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION  
         
 Rebecca S. Berlepsch, LPN                                                                            Petition No. 2021-946                
  
 Gina Reiners moved to affirm the MOD for revocation as presented to the Board.  Jennifer Long seconded 

the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
                
 Sabrina Ernest, RN                                                                                          Petition No. 2022-611        
                                 
        Jennifer Long moved to affirm the MOD for revocation as presented to the Board.  Gina Reiners seconded 

the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
 
 Susan Fellows, LPN                                                                                    Petition No. 2021-700 
 
 Jennifer Long moved to affirm the MOD as presented, which places a reprimand on the license and orders 

Respondent to take and pass an ethics course.  Gina Reiners and Lisa Freeman seconded the motion, 
which passed unanimously. 

 
 
 Portia Hamilton, a/k/a Portia Dayon, RN                                                            Petition No. 2022-447 
 
 Geri Marrocco moved to affirm the MOD for revocation as presented to the Board.  Jennifer Long seconded 

the motion, which passed unanimously.   
 
 Maureen Hurley, RN                                                  Petition No. 2019-732 
 
 Jennifer Long moved to affirm the MOD for revocation as presented to the Board.  Mary Dietmann 

seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
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MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 

 
Melissa Marti, LPN      Petition No. 2022-853     Staff Attorney Joelle Newton  

 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 
Melissa Marti.  Respondent was not present, and was not represented.    
 
Gina Reichers moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that 
Respondent’s continued practice as a nurse and her alleged misappropriation of a patient’s funds is a 
clear and immediate danger to public health, safety, and welfare. Mary Dietmann seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously.    
 
A hearing will be scheduled for March 15, 2023.   

 
 
CONSENT ORDERS 

 
Jose Fiestas, RN        Petition No. 2022-205               Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina  

 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented a Consent Order in this matter.  Respondent was not present, 
and was not represented.   

 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to approve the Consent Order which 
imposes a reprimand, a $2,000 civil penalty and a probationary period of 1 year with conditions, 
including coursework on clinical thinking.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 
Jonathan Rodriguez, RN                      Petition No. 2022-589               Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 

 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented a Consent Order in this matter.  Respondent was not present 
and was not represented by counsel.   

 
Jennifer Long moved to approve the Consent Order as presented ( a 4-year probation with 
conditions).  Gina Reiners seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

 
  
Charles Wetmore, RN, APRN  Petition Nos. 2019-828, 2022-1139           Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan 
 
 

Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan presented a Consent Order in this matter.  Respondent was not present 
but has counsel who was not available for this meeting.     

 
Geri Marrocco questioned the appropriateness of the Consent Order.  Attorney Craig Sullivan 
responded that a complaint against Respondent was filed and investigated by an independent 
consultant. The outcome of the same was the Consent Order to which he and his counsel had agreed.  
After some intense discussion about whether such a Consent Order should have been presented to 
the Board in the first place, Jennifer Long moved to approve the Consent Order as presented.  Mary 
Dietmann seconded the motion.  The motion was opposed/rejected unanimously and the Consent 
Order was not approved.  
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HEARINGS 
 
Brandon Pervis, RN, APRN Petition Nos. 2019-950, 2022-353            Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 

 
Respondent was present and was represented by counsel, Attorney Ellen Costello.  Attorney Linda Fazzina 
represented the Department.  After opening statements, Mary Dietmann moved and Rebecca Martinez 
seconded the motion to go into Executive Session.   
 
No longer in Executive Session, the parties resumed the hearing for the public.  No votes were taken in the 
Executive Session, but closing statements were made in the session to protect the confidentiality of the 
parties.   
 
During the fact finding, Gina Reiners recommended that the Board find for the allegations in paragraph            
# 1, but not #2 of the Charges and moved to dismiss the Charges.  Jennifer Long seconded the motion to 
dismiss the Charges.  Lisa Freeman expressed concern about the HIPAA violations and Respondent’s 
failure to protect the accessibility of his patient records through established protocols.    
 
Subsequently, both Mary Freeman and Jennifer Long stated that the Department met its burden of proof 
regarding the allegations in paragraph #2b (HIPAA violations), but not #2a or #2c.  After this discussion, the 
Board voted not to dismiss the Charges.  Rather, Mary Freeman made a motion to impose a $2,000 civil 
penalty on Respondent’s license based on the violation of CGS § 20-99b(2).  Gina Reiners seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously.   
 
 
 

Sarah Zoni, RN                         Petition No. 2022-1282                         Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 
 
Respondent was not present and was not represented by counsel.  Attorney Linda Fazzina 
represented the Department.  There was no Answer filed in the record.  Mary Dietmann moved and 
Jennifer Long seconded the Department’s Motion to Deem Allegations admitted.  The motion passed 
unanimously.   
 
Mary Dietmann moved and Jennifer Long seconded to revoke Respondent’s license for violations of 
her Consent Order.  The motion passed unanimously for revocation.    
 

  
ADJOURNMENT  
 

Mary Dietmann moved and Lisa Freeman seconded to adjourn the meeting at approximately 4:30 pm.  
The motion passed unanimously.    

 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc. 
Chair Board of Examiners for Nursing 



The following minutes are draft minutes which are subject to revision and which have not yet been adopted by the Board. 
 

The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on March 15, 2023, via Microsoft 
TEAMS. 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, D.N.Sc. - (RN Member, Chair) 
Cynthia L. Arpin, RN, MSN – (RN Member) 
Jason Blando - (Public Member) out at 10:50 
Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE - (RN 
Member) 
Lisa S. Freeman, BA - (Public Member) 
Jennifer C. Long, APRN, MSN, NNP-BC - (APRN Member)  
Geraldine Marrocco, Ed.D., APRN, ANP-BC, FAANP - (RN 
Member) 
Rebecca Martinez, LPN – (LPN Member)  
Brett M. Prestia, DO – (Public Member) 
Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, PMHNP, PMHCNS - (RN 
Member)  

 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Dana Dalton, RN, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH  
Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Christian D. Andresen, Chief of Practitioner licensing and 
investigations 
Lita Orefice, Chief of Staff, DPH 
Linda Wagner, University of Bridgeport, Co-chair for Deans 
and Directors 
Marsha Proto, Executive Director, CT Center for Nursing 
Workforce 
Linda Fazzina,  Staff Attorney, DPH  
Joelle Newton,  Staff Attorney, DPH  
Craig Sullivan,  Staff Attorney, DPH  
Aden Baume,   Staff Attorney, DPH 
Dianne Bertucio, DPH  

 
The meeting commenced at 8:35 a.m. All participants were present via Microsoft TEAMS. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

 
Chairperson Patricia Bouffard participated in A Lunch to Learn hosted by the 
Connecticut Center for Nursing Workforce.  

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Cindy Arpin moved and Brett Prestia seconded the motion to approve the tentative 
agenda.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 



 
OPEN FORUM 

 
Nothing to report.  

 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

 
Update on the National Council State Boards of Nursing – Board members Patricia 
Bouffard, Mary E. Dietmann, Geraldine Marrocco, along with Dana Dalton from the 
Department, will attend the mid-year meeting being held in Seattle Washington from 
March 28th to the 30th. 
 
Update on the APRN round table – there will be a Roundtable meeting on March 16, 
2023. 
 
No additional updates on the National Council. 

 
THE CONNECTICUT CENTER FOR NURSING WORKFORCE, INC – Monthly Update (for 
informational purposes only, no votes taken) 

 
Marcia Proto, Executor of the Connecticut Center for Nursing Workforce, Inc. recognized 
Linda Wagner of the University of Bridgeport, Zeke Dominique from Norwalk, Bruce 
Hoffman from Goodwin University and Jeanette Lubinacci, for their outstanding work as 
leaders.  Ms. Proto discussed their webinar with Yale, as well as the various workshops 
offered and posted on their websites.  Ms. Proto mentioned the 5 Workforce 
Development Boards that are creating Regional Sector Partnerships with various 
industries.   
 
The Department of Labor is offering an extension grant for individuals participating in the 
“good jobs” challenge.  There was a discussion regarding the celebration and funding for 
all state schools for nursing and social work programs.  
 
Geraldine Marrocco discussed S.B. 6149 concerning nurse practitioners/APRNs.            
S.B. 6149 removes barriers for nurse practitioners from out of state who are now 
classified as new graduates, despite their number of years of practice and experience.  
 
Chris Andresen commented that there are two components of this proposed legislation:  
(1) out of state practice/experience as APRNs will be credited towards the CT 3-year (or 
2000 hours) requirement of supervised practice; and (2) APRNs and not physicians will 
supervise such APRNs. 
 
Geri Marrocco suggested that the board members should be informed of proposed  
legislation related to nursing so that they can provide their input before the legislation is 
passed.  Marcia Proto commented that Kim Sandor, Executive Director of the CT Nurses 
Association, is tracking pending legislation concerning to the nursing profession.    
 
Mary E. Dietmann raised the question of new nurses leaving the profession and what is 
needed to retain them.  Rebecca Martinez commented that in most cases, especially in 
long term care facilities, the ratio of patients to nurses is 30 to 1, which is overwhelming, 



stressful and permits only 2 minutes of care per patient per hour. Everyone agreed that 
this situation is jaw dropping and not sustainable.    
 
Linda Wagner explained that the purpose of the CT Horizons grant was to increase 
student enrollment with staff support for the increased number of students as a means to 
address retention.    
 
 

SCHOOL ISSUES 
 
Lincoln Tech 
 
Dr. Susan Naples and Patty Delucia appeared on behalf of Lincoln Technical (“LTI”) 
which requests a modification of the Board-approved Shelton Modify Action Plan which 
increased the number of day campus students to 40, based on faculty and clinical 
availability.     
 
Campus NCLEX action plan to include a voluntary cap on the Shelton day campus group 
of up to 30 additional students per cohort in an effort to assist Stone Academy students.  
 
LTI is focusing on Stone Academy students that meet LTI admission requirements, 
specifically the December 2022 and January 2023 cohorts. The discussion continued to 
the issues of space and hiring faculty to cover additional coursework and clinicals.  The 
topic turned to the stability of the staff and administration as well as NCLEX scores and 
costs of the program.  Cindy Arpin made a motion to amend the action plan for LTI to 
increase enrollment to a maximum increase of 30 students, seconded by Gina Reiners.  
Cindy Arpin amended her motion to clarify the wording that up to 30 students will be 
added to the 40 students already approved, for a maximum of 70 students.  The 
additional students will be taught in 2 separate cohorts, based on faculty and clinical 
availability.  Gina Reiners seconded Cindy Arpin’s amended motion. The motion as 
amended passed unanimously. 
 
Porter and Chester 
 
Dr. Vicky Kane and Sherry Greifzu appeared on behalf of Porter and Chester Institute 
(“PCI”) which requests the approval of the appointment of Sherry Greifzu as Director of 
Nursing.  Gina Reiners made a motion to accept the appointment of Sherry Greifzu, 
seconded by Rebecca Long, effective as of February 2, 2023.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
There was a discussion regarding the status of PCI in response to the February 2023 
Concerns. It was decided that a report addressing the students’ concerns should be 
prepared and presented to the Board at the Board’s May meeting.  
 
Sean Seepersad, Division Director of Academic Affairs, Office of Higher Education 
(“OHE”) provided an update on the closure of Stone Academy.  OHE has obtained some 
records of the active students for auditing purposes. OHE held a 3-day student 
information fair with LCI, Griffin Hospital, PCI, the National Guard, and the Department of 
Education in attendance. Approximately 450 of the 845 students from Stone Academy 
attended. There were questions regarding federal financial aid and the differences 



between discharge and forgiveness of student loans. The Board chair asked Sean 
Seepersad to request a representative from the US Department of Education to attend 
the next Board meeting. 
 

 
 
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 

 
Arlene Clarke, LPN                                                            Petition No. 2022-580 
 
Gina Reiners moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded a motion to affirm the 
Memorandum of Decision as presented, which revokes Respondent’s LPN license.              
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Olesja Whelan, RN                                                          Petition No. 2020-336 
 
Jennifer Long moved and Mary E. Dietmann seconded the motion to affirm the 
Memorandum of Decision as presented, which orders a one-year probation with 
conditions on Respondent’s license. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Danielle Works, LPN                                                      Petition No. 2021-519 
 
Gina Reiners moved and Mary E. Dietmann seconded the motion to affirm the 
Memorandum of Decision, as presented, which revokes Respondent’s LPN license.               
The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 
MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 

 
Tiona A. Stewart, LPN,       Petition Number: 2023-151       Staff Attorney Aden Baume   
 
Staff Attorney Aden Baume presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension 
of Tiona A. Stewart’s LPN license.   Respondent was not present and was not 
represented.  Jennifer Long moved and Gina Reiners and Lisa Freeman seconded the 
motion to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that Respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to the public health, 
safety, and welfare.  The motion passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled for 
April 19, 2023. 

 
CONSENT ORDERS 

 
Ashley Avelino, LPN,           Petition No. 2022-204             Staff Attorney Joelle Newton    
 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Consent Order in the matter            
of Ashley Avelino, LPN.   Respondent was not present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners moved and Brett Prestia seconded the motion to approve the Department’s 
Consent Order as presented.  The Consent Order reprimands Respondent’s license and 
orders a six-month probation with conditions.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Sharon M. Gauthier, RN,          Petition No. 2019-276           Staff Attorney Joelle Newton  
 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board a Consent Order in the matter of 
Sharon M. Gauthier, RN.   Respondent was not present, but was represented by Attorney 
Arnold Menchel. Jennifer Long moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded the motion to 
approve the Department’s Consent Order as presented which imposes a reprimand on 
Respondent’s license, a civil penalty of $4,000.00 and a 18-month probation with 
conditions.  The motion passed unanimously with Dr. Brett Prestia abstaining. 

 
Kristy Ilewicz, RN,                Petition No. 2020-534               Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan  
 
Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan presented the Board a Consent Order in the matter of Kristy 
Ilewicz, RN. Respondent was not present and was not represented. Gina Reiners moved 
and Cindy Arpin seconded the motion to approve the Department’s Consent Order as 
presented which imposes a 3-year probation with conditions.  After discussion regarding 
the delay in the Department’s handling of this matter, the motion passed unanimously 
with Dr. Prestia abstaining. 

 
Christy L. Keene, RN,           Petition No, 2022-504        Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina  
 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board a Consent Order in the matter of 
Christy L. Keene, RN.  Respondent was present and was represented by Attorney 
Marissa Vitolo.  Jennifer Long moved and Mary E. Dietmann seconded the motion to 
approve the Department’s Consent Order as presented which imposes a 4-year 
probation with conditions on Respondent’s license. The motion passed unanimously with 
Dr. Prestia abstaining. 

 
HEARINGS 

 
Kelly McCarthy Gordon, RN   Petition No. 2021-444           Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 
 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the Department. Respondent was not present  

 and was not represented by counsel. Gina Reiners moved and Geraldine Marrocco  
 seconded a motion to approve the Department’s oral motion to deem the allegations 
 admitted.  The motion passed unanimously with Dr. Prestia abstaining. 

 
Following the close of the hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding. 
 
Gina Reiners moved and Mary E. Dietmann seconded a motion to find on all charges. 
The motion passed unanimously. As a remedy, Gina Reiners moved and Mary E. 
Dietmann seconded the motion to revoke Respondent’s license. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 



ADJOURNMENT 
 
This meeting adjourned at 11:31 a.m. on a motion by Lisa Arpin, seconded by Rebecca 
Martinez. 

 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc. 
Chair Board of Examiners for Nursing 



BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
DATE:  April 19, 2023 
TIME:  8:30 am 
LOCATION: Via (Microsoft TEAMS)/In--Person 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

Name Member 
Present 

(Y/N) 
 DPH STAFF 

Present 
(Y/N) 

Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, 
DNSc, Chairperson 

RN 
Member 

Y  
Stacy Schulman,  
Legal Counsel to the Board 

Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, 
MSN, RN 

RN 
Member 

Y  
Helen Smith, Nurse 
Consultant 

Y 

Jason Blando Public N  
Dana Dalton, Supervising 
Nurse Consultant 

Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, 

APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE 
RN 

Member 
Y   

 

Lisa S. Freeman, BA Public N    

Jennifer C. Long, APRN, 

MSN, NNP-BC 
APRN 

Member 
Y   

 

Geraldine Marrocco, EdD, 

APrN, ANP-BC, FAANP 
RN 

Member 
Y   

 

Rebecca Martinez, LPN 
LPN 

Member 
Y   

 

Gina Reiners, PhD, 

APRN, PMHNP, 

PMHCNS 

RN 
Member 

Y   

 

Brett Prestia, MD 
Public 

Member 
Y   

 

 
 
CHAIR UPDATES: 

Annual meeting is in Chicago August 16th- 18th.  NCLEX conference 9/21 virtual.  
Attended contemporary issues in governance.  Would like to see how independent 
boards are difference from regional boards.  Had a president’s meeting and a lot about iv 
hydration. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA (Agenda attached) 

 

• A new summary suspension for Herbert Terry III is added.   
Cynthia Arpin moved to amend the agenda to add the summary suspension.   
Geraldine Marrocco seconded.   
Unanimously approved.   

 

• Gina Reiners moved to approve the agenda as revised.   
Brett Prestia seconded.   
Unanimously approved.   



 

• Request for Continuance for Nicole Slonski matter.   
Geraldine Marrocco moved to add the Request to the agenda.   
Mary Dietmann seconded.   
Unanimously approved.   

 

Open Forum:  Sara Johnson – recently joined the CT Nurses Honor Guard which does 
tributes to nurses who have passed away.  Have a nightingale light and right rose and do a 
final roll call to release the nurse from her duties.  Called for membership if anyone is 
interested. 
 
Capital Community College Nursing student called in regarding HIV textbooks with 
outdated information. 
 

Request for Continuance:  Nicole Slonski requested continuance of her hearing to retain 
counsel.  (remains summarily suspended).  Attorney Fazzina objected because she has 
requested past requests and has had “ample time.”  Ms. Slonski had one previous request 
to continue.   
 
Geraldine Marrocco moved to grant.   
Mary Dietmann seconded.   
Brett Prestia opposed.   
All other members voted to grant the request. 
 
National Council of State Boards of Nursing – Update:  Board Member Mary Dietmann 
presented - learned a lot about Artificial Intelligence.  Remote proctoring will be occurring 
on the NCLEX at some point.  CHATGpt was discussed.  NCSBN is not going to lower the 
passing standard.  Discussions with others schools revealed that they are lowering their 
standards and relying on students to take the NCLEX to determine whether they are safe 
to practice. There was also discussion about telehealth.   
 
MINUTES:  
June 15, 2022:   
Cynthia Arpin moved to approve.   
Geraldine Marrocco seconded.   
Jennifer Long abstained.   
Unanimously approved. 
 
July 20, 2022:   
Geraldine Marrocco moved to approve.  



Mary Dietmann seconded.   
Cynthia Arpin abstained.   
Unanimously approved.  
 
November 16, 2022:   
Mary Dietmann moved to approve.   
Geraldine Marrocco seconded.   
Jennifer Long noted that she was present during the November 16, 2022 meeting and the 
minutes need to be edited to reflect her presence.   
 
Mary made friendly amendment to her motion and moved to approve the November 16, 
2022 minutes with edit.  
Geraldine Marrocco seconded.   
Brett Prestia abstained.   
Unanimously approved. 
 
THE CONNECTICUT CENTER FOR NURSING WORKFORCE, INC – Monthly Update:  Linda 
Wagner and Marcia Proto presented.   
 
NEW BUSINESS  
• August 23, 2023 National meeting.   
Mary Dietmann moved to move the August 2023 meeting  to August 9th  
Cynthia Arpin seconded.   
Unanimously approved. 
 
SCHOOL ISSUES  
• Stone Academy Update – Sean Seepersad, Office of Higher Education – There will be an 
audit of the students’ transcripts. 
• United States Department of Education – Jennifer Uhlir – discussed student loans for 
Stone students.  Students have an option to apply for a school loan discharge when a 
school has closed.  If they continue in a new program, they cannot apply for the discharge 
if they be using some of the credits obtained with loan funds will transfer to the next 
school.   
• Arizona College of Nursing – Leadership Transition:  Present - Judy McKenna, Nick 
Mansour, Vincent Salyers (Dean of East Hartford campus), Diane Smith-Levina (Inaugural 
Dean of East Hartford).  Seeking approval of Dr. Salyers as Dean.   
 
Gina Reiners moved to accept the appointment of Vincent Salyers as the Dean of Nursing 
at East Hartford campus.   
Brett Prestia seconded.   



Geraldine Marrocco and Mary Dietmann abstained. 
Unanimously approved. 
 
• CT Center for Nursing Workforce, Inc. – Presented by Marcia Proto. Analysis of 2022 
Student Data of CT RN and LPN Pre-Licensure Programs.  Still only accept 25% of qualified 
nursing applicants. Schools are not maximizing their capacity for the RN programs.  Mary 
Dietmann made a request for more updated numbers to be posted on-line.   
 
• Eastern Connecticut State University – Notice of Intent to Establish a Baccalaureate 
Degree in Nursing.  Yaw Nsiah, Chairman of Health Sciences. (FYI only – no votes taken) 
 
• Griffin Hospital School of Allied Health Careers – Approval for Second Campus:  Amanda 
Bell, Dean for school of Allied Health.  Presented letter of intent for Board’s information 
only (no votes taken). (727 Robert Avenue in Naugatuck)  To help bring on Stone Academy 
students. 
 
• Goodwin University – Notice of Intent to Begin a Licensed Practical Nurse Program 
(Missy Quinlan, Michael Pardales, Vivienne Friday (Interim Dean of Nursing – all present) 
(FYI only – no votes taken)  projected start-up Fall 2023 full-time day, part-time evening.  
 
• Quinnipiac School of Nursing – Application for Permanent Waiver, Tina M. Pascoe, RN, 
BSN, MHA, JD for Adjunct Clinical Faculty in Nursing 323:  Women, Children, and Families 
Practicum.   
 
Gina Reiners moved to approve.   
Jennifer Long seconded.   
Unanimously approved. 
 
• Quinnipiac School of Nursing – Application for Permanent Waiver, Giuseppina M. 
Violano, BSN, MPH, PhD for selected graduate courses and clinical experiences. (Nursing 
304 – Health Promotion and Wellness, Nursing 428- Community and Public Health 
Nursing, Nursing 429- Community and Public Health Nursing Practicum, Nursing 408 -
Evidence-Based Nursing Practice and Scholarship, Nursing 320 – Care of Children and 
Families, Nursing 323 – Women, Children and Families Practicum) .  She will not be 
teaching all of these courses at once. 
 
Geraldine Marrocco moved to approve 
Cynthia Arpin seconded.   
Unanimously approved. 
 



• ReNurse Academy – Brittney Faison presented updates regarding the Licensed Practical 
Nurse and RN Refresher Courses. Noted there is involvement with the Stone Academy. 
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION  
• Danielle Dragon Reinstatement Request:   
Geraldine Marrocco moved to affirm.   
Jennifer Long seconded.   
Unanimously approved. 
 
• Rachel Pisani Petition Nos. 2021-1209, 2021-1223:   
Geraldine Marrocco moved to affirm.   
Mary Dietmann seconded.  
Unanimously approved. 
 
• Lisa Simon Petition No. 2021-578:   
Geraldine Marrocco moved to affirm.   
Jennifer Long seconded.   
Unanimously approved. 
 
MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION:   
Herbert Terri III, LPN 
 
Mary Dietmann moved to grant.   
Cynthia Arpin seconded.   
Unanimously granted. (Geraldine Marrocco and Brett Prestia not present for vote) 
 
MOTION FOR CONTINUANCE  
• Christine Trombino, RN* Petition No. 2020-895  
Staff Attorney Aden Baume withdrew the Motion for Continuance.  Attorney Baume 
moved to withdraw the statement of charges based on Respondent’s voluntary surrender 
of her license (written Motion to withdraw the statement of charges and voluntary 
surrender agreement included in Board’s agenda packet).   
 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the motion to withdraw the statement of charges 
Jennifer Long seconded.   
Unanimously granted  (Geraldine Marrocco and Brett Prestia not present for vote)  
 
REQUEST FOR LICENSE REINSTATEMENT HEARING  
• Katie Ann Martins:  Petitioner failed to appear.  Attorney Linda Fazzina objected based 
on lack of updated information. 



 
Jennifer Long moved to deny the request.   
Gina Reiners seconded.   
The motion was unanimously approved.  (Geraldine Marrocco and Brett Prestia not 
present for vote)  
 
CONSENT ORDERS  
• Lisa N. Haut, APRN, RN Petition Nos. 2021-1196, 2022-899 Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina;  
Jennifer Long moved to accept the consent order.   
Gina Reiners seconded.   
Unanimously accepted.  (Geraldine Marrocco and Brett Prestia not present for vote)  
 
PREHEARING REVIEW  
• Kathleen D. Cataford, RN Petition No. 2022-423 Staff Attorney Joelle Newton;  Attorney 
Richard Brown on behalf Respondent.   
 
Board recommendations based on file presented: Concerns expressed regarding HIPAA 
violations, confidentiality and discriminatory conduct.  Suggestions:  civil penalty up to 
$25,000; coursework in professional ethics, HIPAA, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion; or 
revocation for egregiousness of conduct, violation of the ANA Code of Ethics and Nurse 
Practice Act, and lack of remorse  
 
HEARINGS  
• Selena M. Acocella, LPN, RN Petition Nos.2020-977, 2021-190 Staff Attorney Aden 
Baume for the Department.  Attorney William Palmieri for Respondent. 
(Rebecca Martinez left, Brett Prestia and Geraldine Marrocco returned).   
Hearing commenced but continued to allow the Board to listen to recordings.  Hearing to 
reconvene May 17, 2023, unless parties or counsel unavailable.  
 
• Tiona A. Stewart, LPN* Petition Number: 2023-151 Staff Attorney Aden Baume 
Respondent answered on the record.  Admitted to all except 5a, 5b, and 5c.   
 
(Rebecca Martinez not present)   
 
Mary Dietmann found allegations 1-4 (admitted),   Did not find for 5a (Dept. failed to 
meet its burden of proof), but did find for 5b, and 5c.   
Jerri seconded.   
Unanimously agreed. 
 



Mary Dietmann moved to continue Respondent on the Consent Order already in place 
and to vacate the summary suspension immediately.   
Cynthia Arpin seconded.   
Unanimously approved.   
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to Adjourn made by:  Geraldine Marrocco 
Seconded by: Cynthia Arpin 
VOTE: Unanimous  

 
Adjourned at: [Time:4:45 pm] 
 

 

 

 

Patricia C Bouffard, RN, DNSc 
Chairperson 



BOARD OR COMMISSION: Nursing Board  
DATE:  May 17, 2023 
TIME:  8:30 AM 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

Name Member 
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(Y/N) 
 DPH STAFF 

Present 
(Y/N) 

Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, 
DNSc, Chairperson 

RN 
Member 

Y  
Stacy Schulman,  
Legal Counsel to the Board 

Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, 
MSN, RN 

RN 
Member 

Y  Helen Smith, DPH 
Y 

Jason Blando Public Y  Dana Dalton, DPH Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, 

APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE 
RN 

Member 
Y   

 

Lisa S. Freeman, BA Public Y    

Jennifer C. Long, APRN, 

MSN, NNP-BC 
APRN 

Member 
Y   

 

Geraldine Marrocco, EdD, 

APrN, ANP-BC, FAANP 
RN 

Member 
Y   

 

Rebecca Martinez, LPN 
LPN 

Member 
Y   

 

Gina Reiners, PhD, 

APRN, PMHNP, 

PMHCNS 

RN 
Member 

N   

 

Brett M. Prestia, MD 
Public 

Member 
Y   

 

 
 

Chair Updates :  Board Chair asked if board members are interested in attending the annual meeting on 

August 16-18th. 

Stats for the 1st quarter NCLEX are out.  1.5 years out of Covid and not much improvement. 

Additional Agenda Items and Reordering of Agenda:   

• Porter and Chester Institute – LPN prelicensure data update – moved to June meeting to be presented 

by CT Center for Nursing Workforce = Lisa Freeman moved to remove the presentation of LPN 

prelicensure data update, Dr. Brett Prestia seconded. Members unanimously approved to remove the 

presentation of LPN prelicensure data update from the agenda and add it to the June meeting. 

• Motion to delete Withdraw Statement of Charges in Christine Trombino, LPN  matter from the 

agenda.– Geraldine Marrocco moved to remove the Trombino matter from the agenda.  Cynthia Arpin 

seconded.  Members unanimously agreed to remove the Trombino matter from the agenda. 

Lisa Freeman moved to add the Summary Suspension of Marcus Garcia, RN to the agenda, Mary 

Dietmann seconded.  Members unanimously agreed to add the Summary Suspension of Marcus Garcia, 

RN to the agenda. 



Mary Dietmann moved to add the summary suspension of Angel Predzimirski, RN to the agenda, Cynthia 

Arpin seconded.  Members unanimously agreed to add the summary suspension of Angel Predzimirski, 

RN to the agenda. 

Continuance was granted by Patricia Bouffard, Chair in the Slonski, LPN  matter.  Mary Dietmann moved 

to remove the Slonski, LPN matter from the agenda.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Members unanimously 

agreed to remove the Slonski, LPN matter from the agenda. 

Mary Dietmann moved to approve the agenda as revised.  Geraldine Marrocco seconded.  Members 

unanimously approved the agenda as revised. 

Open Forum:  Helen Smith, DPH did a review of the textbooks at Capital Community College based on a 

student’s concerns expressed in last meeting.  The textbooks for students will be different next year. 

National Council of State Boards of Nursing - Update :  There are a lot of products now analyzing critical 

reasoning. Presentations by Mary Dietmann and Geraldine Marrocco. 

May 15th education call re:  Announcement from Nancy Spector regarding concern for cheating in 

nursing schools and how a Dean in one school is addressing it and the faculty’s concerns.   Questioned 

whether other schools are doing restorative practices in response.   

50% of state boards do not regulate APRN education (including CT).  APRNs are testing out of the 

Advanced Pathology, Pharmaceutical, and Physical Assessment. 

The role of Nursing Boards has taken on a new direction.  Many state boards of nursing members are 

now compensated. 

NCSBN study on nursing and faculty shortages. 2020-2022 had a drop in experienced 200,000 RNs and 

60000 LPN. The median age decreased by 6 years.  70% or more are BSN educated.  Over 25% are 

planning to leave or retire in the next 5 years.100,000 left practice due specifically due to COVID stress.  

800,000 are reporting that they will leave if things do not change.  62% reported that they had a 

workload increase during the pandemic.   

Ideas to address shortages:  legislators want to decrease the requirements for faculty (boards of nursing 

are opposing due to potential increase in errors).  Some states are increasing faculty salaries.   Grants to 

support doctoral degrees if persons commit to working in education. 

In Connecticut an Adjunct Professor Incentive Grant Program will be administered by the Higher 

Education.    

MINUTES  

• Review and approve minutes from the April 19, 2023 meeting.   Rebecca Martinez moved to approve 

the April 19, 2023 minutes.  Geraldine Marrocco seconded.  Board members noted that the minutes 

need to add “Y” for Helen Smith and Dana Dalton, as they were in attendance.  Jason Blando and Lisa 

Freeman abstained.  All others members unanimously approved the April 19, 2023 minutes with Helen 

Smith and Dana Dalton marked as present. 

THE CONNECTICUT CENTER FOR NURSING WORKFORCE, INC – Monthly Update – Linda Wagner 

presented.  Trying to promote and recruit new students.  Ways to utilize retiring nurses are being 



discussed and telenursing.    Considering hiring a consultant to review competencies with the new 

essentials.  June 20th is the annual meeting for CCNW.  

NEW BUSINESS:   

SCHOOL ISSUES  

• Stone Academy - Update from the Office of Higher Education :  Sean Seepersad presented.  June 15th 

audit completion date.  Update from Lincoln Tech that 64 new Stone Academy students are in their 

program.  Stone Academy students can start over, transfer (continue their education at another practical 

nursing school, or teach out.   

Students that qualify for a teach out would have no more than 350 clinical hours to do and would have 

completed all of their didactic classwork.   Will do a knowledge and skills assessment test, require clinical 

hours and NCLEX preparation.  Office of Higher Education will fund students in the teach out. This 

discussion was informational purposes only.  No votes were taken. 

• National Council of State Boards of Nurses – Policy Statement: Dissemination of Non-Specific and 

Misleading COVID-19 Information by Nurses  

Policy statement came out in 2021 – nurses have an ethical obligation not to provide misinformation.  

There may be discipline by your board for dissemination for misinformation, but the board has to have a 

complaint followed by a statement of charges to review.  This discussion was informational purposes 

only.  No votes were taken. 

• Arizona College of Nursing – First Quarterly Report :  Vincent Salyers, Dean Judy Mckenna, Director of 

Regulatory Affair, Steve Neptune,  and Jason Dunne, Vice President of Operations present.  DPH staff 

made no campus or clinical visits during this quarter.  This discussion was informational purposes only.  

No votes were taken. 

• Griffin Hospital School of Allied Health Careers – Letter of Appointment Interim Director  

Kayla Bennett, Director of Nursing Program, Amanda Bell, Dean of Program present.  Letter of 

appointment presented for Michele Derbyshire as Interim Director.  Cynthia Arpin moved to approve 

Ms. Derbyshire as Interim Director, Geralding Marrocco seconded.  The appointment will be for 4 

months while Kayla Bennett is out on maternity leave.  Members unanimously approved the 

appointment of Ms. Derbyshire as Interim Director. 

• Griffin Hospital School of Allied Health Careers – Feasibility Study Addendum – outlines how they plan 

to help the Stone Academy students.  The curriculum has not changed.  Geraldine Marrocco moved to 

accept Griffin Hospital School of Allied Health Careers’ Feasibility Study Addendum.  Rebecca Martinez 

seconded.  The site is being built in Naugatuck.  DPH has not visited.  Second site will help serve the 

Stone Academy transfer or teach out students.  Plan to start students on June 12th.   Helen Smith will 

make a site visit with the Office of Higher Education after plan for the second site is approved.  Members 

unanimously approved Griffin Hospital School of Allied Health Careers’ Feasibility Study Addendum. 

• Porter and Chester Institute - Hamden and Enfield Campuses Site Visit:  Sherry Griefzu, Director, Anne 

Suliivan, Program Coordinator present a report.  Presented a response to the DPH concerns that were 



violations of the regulations.  Geraldine Marrocco moved to accept the report.  Dr. Brett Prestia 

seconded.  Mary Dietmann abstained.  All other members unanimously accepted the report. 

MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES  

• Alina Semakovitch, RN,Petition No. 2020-310, Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina present for DPH (Jason 

Blando, Geraldine Marrocco not present) – a voluntary surrender was accepted by the Department.  Dr. 

Brett Prestia moved to grant the motion.  Jennifer Long seconded.  Members unanimously granted the 

motion. 

REQUEST FOR LICENSE REINSTATEMENT HEARING  

• Katie Ann Martins, LPN : This was Ms. Martin’s second request presented to the Board.  Her request 

was presented at the April 2023 meeting at which Ms. Martin failed to attend and the board determined 

there was insufficient information in the file to grant a hearing.  Ms. Martin failed to attend again and 

the same information from the April 2023 meeting was presented.  Jennifer Long moved to deny the 

license reinstatement hearing.  She did not show up, nor did she provide additional information.  Mary 

Dietmann seconded.  Members unanimously denied Ms. Martin a reinstatement hearing. 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION  

• Keave Davis, RN, Petition No. 2022-1096, Staff Attorney Aden Baume present for DPH; Attorney Ellen 

Costello appeared for Mr. Davis.  Geraldine Marrocco moved to grant the motion for summary 

suspension.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Attorney Costello was granted the opportunity provide an oral 

objection.  Attorney Baume responded.  Members unanimously granted the motion.  Attorney Costello 

will get back to the Department for availability for hearing. 

• Kerilee Francis, RN, Petition No. 2022-1087, 2022-1169, Staff Attorney Aden Baume present for DPH;  

Attorney Dan Schopick for Respondent.  Mary Dietmann moved to grant the motion for summary 

suspension.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.    Attorney Schopick was granted an opportunity to make a 

statement. Members unanimously granted the motion.  Hearing will be scheduled for June 21st. 

• Marcus A. Garcia, RN: Petition No.:  2023-407, Staff Attorney Aden Baume present for DPH.  

Respondent did not appear.  Jennifer Long moved to grant the motion for summary suspension.  Mary 

Dietmann seconded.  Members unanimously granted the motion. 

• Angel Predzimirski, RN:  Petition No.:  2023-569, Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina present for DPH.  Cynthia 

Arpin moved to grant the summary suspension.  Lisa Freeman seconded.  (date of the cover sheet and 

statement of charges should be 2022).  Members unanimously granted the motion.  Hearing will be 

scheduled for June 21st. 

• Michelle Rosa-Harris, LPN, Petition No. 2023-483, Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan present for DPH;  

Respondent present.  Geraldine Marrocco moved to grant the motion for summary suspension.  Dr. 

Brett Prestia seconded.  Jennifer Long requested Respondent to speak because she previously was given 

a short probation because she seemed to be on the right road.  Respondent stated that she cannot 

explain why she tested positive.  Patricia Bouffard did not feel the amount in the urine test was 

sufficient -it could have been an alcohol-containing compound.  Dr. Brett Prestia abstained.  All other 

members unanimously opposed the motion for summary suspension., 



CONSENT ORDERS  

• Erin Fitzpatrick, RN Petition No. 2023-518, Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared on behalf of DPH -  

(Modified Pre-Licensure Consent Order); Respondent did not appear.   Geraldine Marrocco moved to 

approve the consent order.  Mary Dietmann seconded.  Patricia Bouffard expressed that she believes it 

is adequate.  Lisa Freeman expressed concern that the modification is not enough to address 

Respondent’s issues.  Lisa Freeman abstained.  All other members unanimously approved the consent 

order. 

• Theresa M. Gish, RN, Petition No. 2022-104, Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared on behalf of DPH 

and Respondent was present.  Jennifer Long moved to approve the consent order.  Geraldine Marrocco 

seconded.  Jason Blando abstained.  All other members unanimously approved. 

PREHEARING REVIEW  

• Jennifer Barr, RN, Petition No. 2022-734, Staff Attorney Joelle Newton; Attorney Gretchen Randall 

appeared on behalf of Respondent.  This is a reciprocal discipline matter in which Respondent’s 

Massachusetts license was suspended for diversion until certain requirements were met.    Respondent 

failed to notify DPH of the disciplinary action.  Members of the board expressed concern regarding the 

facts.  They believe she may not be safe to practice and DPH should consider the case for a summary 

suspension and hearing. 

HEARINGS  

(Dr. Brett Prestia left from 1:30 – 2:30 pm) 

• Melissa Marti, LPN Petition No. 2022-853 Staff Attorney Joelle Newton; Attorney Jake Donovan 

appeared on behalf of Respondent. Hearing commenced. 

At 3:23 pm: (Dr. Brett Prestia present) Attorney Donovan made an oral motion for continuance.  Mary 

Dietmann moved to grant the motion.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Members unanimously granted the 

motion for continuance.  

• Herbert Terry, LPN, Petition No. 2023-453,  Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina; Respondent present. 

Respondent answered on the record: 

1 – admit, 2a – admit, 2b – admit, 2c – admit, 2d – admit (he thought it was their responsibility), 3a- 

deny, 3b – admit, 3c – admit, 3d – admit. 

Executive session 3:53 pm:  Lisa Freeman moved to go into executive session to discuss treatment and 

medical records.  Rebecca Martinez seconded.  Members unanimously agreed to go into executive 

session. 

Back out of executive session 4:10 pm:  Cynthia Arpin moved to go out or executive session   Rebecca 

Martinez seconded.  Members unanimously agreed to go out of executive session. 

Mary Dietmann moved to find on all charges.  Rebecca Martinez seconded.  Members unanimously 

found on all Charges.   



Remedy:  Mary Dietmann moved to maintain the current terms of Respondent’s reinstatement consent 

order. (Probation started December 8, 2021).   Dr. Brett Prestia seconded.  Jason Blando abstained.  All 

other members unanimously agreed to maintain the current terms of Respondent’s reinstatement 

consent order.   

Mary Dietmann moved to lift the summary suspension.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Jason Blando 

abstained.  All other members unanimously agreed to lift the summary suspension. 

Mary moved to adjourn.  Rebecca seconded.  Unanimously agreed. 4:25 pm 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to Adjourn made by:  Mary Dietmann 
Seconded by:  Rebecca Martinez 
VOTE:  Unanimous 

 
Adjourned at: 4:25 pm 
 

 

 
Patricia C Bouffard, RN, DNSc 
Chairperson 



 
BOARD OR COMMISSION: Nursing Board  
DATE:  Special Meeting -  May 30, 2023 
TIME:  2:30 PM 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 

Name Member Present 
(Y/N)  DPH STAFF Present 

(Y/N) 
Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, 
DNSc, Chairperson 

RN 
Member Y  Stacy Schulman,  

Legal Counsel to the Board 
Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, 
MSN, RN 

RN 
Member Y    

Jason Blando Public N    
Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, 
APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member Y    

Lisa S. Freeman, BA Public Y    
Jennifer C. Long, APRN, 
MSN, NNP-BC 

APRN 
Member Y    

Geraldine Marrocco, EdD, 
APrN, ANP-BC, FAANP 

RN 
Member N    

Rebecca Martinez, LPN LPN 
Member N    

Gina Reiners, PhD, 
APRN, PMHNP, 
PMHCNS 

RN 
Member Y   

 

Brett M. Prestia, MD Public 
Member Y    

 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  2:32 PM 
 

 
MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Michael Berkley, RN:  Petition No. 2023-381, Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for DPH.  
Respondent did not appear.  Gina Reiners moved to grant the motion. Cynthia Arpin seconded.  
Gina Reiners noted that based on the documents presented, it is critical to grant this summary 
suspension for the safety of Connecticut’s citizens.  Mary Dietmann agreed.  The Motion was 
unanimously granted. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to Adjourn made by:   Gina Reiners  
Seconded by: Jennifer Long 
VOTE:  Unanimous agreed to adjourn 

 
Adjourned at: 2:35 pm 
 
 
______________________________________________ 
Patricia C Bouffard, RN, DNSc 
Chairperson 



 

 

BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING  
DATE:  June 21, 2023 
TIME:   8:30 AM 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

Name Member 
Present 

(Y/N) 
 DPH STAFF 

Present 
(Y/N) 

Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, 
DNSc, Chairperson 

RN 
Member 

Y  
Stacy Schulman,  
Legal Counsel to the Board 

Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, 
MSN, RN 

RN 
Member 

Y  Helen Smith, DPH 
Y 

Jason Blando Public Y  Dana Dalton, DPH N 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, 
APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member 

Y   
 

Lisa S. Freeman, BA Public Y    

Jennifer C. Long, APRN, 
MSN, NNP-BC 

APRN 
Member 

N   
 

Geraldine Marrocco, EdD, 
APrN, ANP-BC, FAANP 

RN 
Member 

N   
 

Rebecca Martinez, LPN 
LPN 

Member 
Y   

 

Gina Reiners, PhD, 
APRN, PMHNP, 
PMHCNS 

RN 
Member 

N   
 

Brett M. Prestia, MD 
Public 

Member 
Y   

 

 
 
1. CHAIR UPDATE:  Chair Bouffard attended meetings sponsored by CT Center for Nursing 

Workforce.   

2. ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS, REORDERING AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA :  No additional 

items or re-ordering.  Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the agenda as submitted.  Rebecca 

Martinez seconded.  Unanimously approved 

3. PUBLIC FORUM 

4. NATIONAL COUNCIL OF STATE BOARDS OF NURSING / UPDATE :  Mary Dietmann informed 

the Board that she attended several meetings of the National Council of State Boards of 

Nursing.   

5. MINUTES  

• The Board reviewed the minutes from the May 17, 2023 meeting. Cynthia Arpin moved to 

accept the minutes.  Mary Dietmann seconded.  Unanimously approved. 



 

 

6. THE CONNECTICUT CENTER FOR NURSING WORKFORCE, INC – UPDATE :  Linda Wagner, 

Director for the School of Nursing at University of Bridgeport and Co-Chair of the Deans and 

Directors Council presented an update of workforce issues and issues of reciprocity with 

Connecticut graduates in Massachusetts.   

• Porter and Chester Institute – LPN prelicensure data update:  Marcia Proto presented.  

Hamden day has a 51% attrition rate.  Hamden Evening has a 58% attrition rate.  Ms. Proto 

further discussed Statewide Student Statistics Report for 2022. 

7. SCHOOL ISSUES  

• Stone Academy – update:  Sean Seepersad, Division Director and Timothy Larson, Executive 

Director of the Office of Higher Education reported that the AG, DPH, and OHE have been 

constructing an audit and should have final details within the week. Refund processes and 

discharge of federal loan details will be provided to students. OHE will issue transcripts and 

audits of transcripts to students. OHE has had conversations with Lincoln Tech and Griffin 

Hospital on how to address a Teach Out plan.  The lack of clinical hours is of concern in 

transfers.  Letters will be sent to students after the audit findings are available. 

• Griffin Hospital School of Allied Health Careers – Amanda Bell, Executive Dean, and Michelle 

Derbyshire presented an update and addendum of Stone Academy Teach-Out/Transfer 

Pathways.  The actual teach-out students are transfer students who do not have the required 

clinical hours. Naugatuck site is facing supply chain issues.  They have 3 cohorts to 

accommodate at a maximum capacity of 200 each.  Hired about 13 faculty and will hire more.  

Students will take an entrance exam and will have 2 tries to take the exam.  If they are 

unsuccessful there will be a 2-week remediation course provided and another opportunity to 

pass the test.  Lisa Freeman moved to accept Griffin Hospital’s addendum to the feasibility study 

for additional admission and the Stone Academy Pathway Plan.  Rebecca Martinez seconded.  

Brett Prestia abstained.  Motion unanimously approved 

• Albertus Magnus College – Pre-Licensure BSN Nursing Program:  Jaimie Sinutko was present 

for Albertus Magnus College.   

Lisa Freeman moved to approve the feasibility study and curriculum for the Bachelor of Science 

in Nursing program.  Rebecca Martinez seconded.  Mary Dietmann and Cynthia Arpin recused.  

Jason Blando abstained.  The Board voted unanimously to oppose the motion. 

Lisa Freeman moved to approve Jaimie Sinutko as Interim Nursing Director and Nursing Program 

Administrator.  Jason Blando seconded.  Motion unanimously approved. 

• Norwalk Community College – Continuing Accreditation to Associate Degree Nursing Program 

.  Informed board of accreditation with Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing. This 

discussion was informational purposes only.  No votes were taken. 



 

 

• University of Connecticut – Request for Temporary Faculty Waiver - Kaila Toce, BSN, RN CPN, 

PED, BC .  Lisa Freeman moved to approve a 12-month temporary waiver for Nursing 3444 to 

provide clinical instruction in a pediatric unit.   Brett Prestia seconded.  Motion unanimously 

approved. 

• University of Saint Joseph – Request Approval of Appointment Nursing Chair – Denise M. Pula, 

PhD, MSN .  Rebecca moved to approve Denise M. Pula, PhD, MSN as Chair of Nursing at the 

University of Saint Joseph..  Brett Prestia seconded.  Motion unanimously approved. 

• Updated NCLEX Test Results:  Helen Smith presented an updated of all schools that failed to 

meet the NCLEX score requirement.  Schools will first be required to present their corrective 

action plans.  Helen Smith will divide the programs up between August and September 2023 

for presentation.  Lincoln Tech and Porter and Chester LPN programs to present corrective 

action plans at July 19, 2023 meeting.     

 

University of St. Joseph’s Accelerated Program met the NCLEX score requirement subsequent 

to conditional status. – Mary Dietmann moved to remove University of St. Joseph’s 

Accelerated Program from conditional status.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Motion unanimously 

approved removal from conditional status. 

 

 8. MEMORANDUM OF DECISION  

• Deborah Cochran, RN Petition No. 2019-809 :  Mary Dietmann moved to approve the MOD.  

Lisa Freeman seconded.  Motion unanimously approved. 

• Kelly McCarthy Gordon, RN Petition No. 2021-444:  Rebecca Martinez moved to approve the 

MOD. Mary Dietmann seconded.  Motion unanimously approved. 

• Brandon Pervis, RN, APRN Petition Nos. 2019-950, 2022-353 :  Mary Dietmann moved to 

approve the MOD. Rebecca Martinez seconded.  Motion unanimously approved. 

• Brian Pervis, RN, APRN Petition Nos. 2020-187, 2022-338 :  Mary Dietmann moved to approve 

the MOD. Lisa Freeman seconded.  Motion unanimously approved. 

• John E. Rodriguez, RN Petition No. 2022-851:  Rebecca Martinez moved to approved the MOD. 

Mary Dietmann seconded.  Motion unanimously approved. 

9. MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION  

• Jennifer Barr, RN Petition No. 2022-734 Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared on behalf of 

the Department; Attorney Gretchen Randall appeared on behalf of Respondent:  Cynthia Arpin 

moved to grant the motion.  Brett Prestia seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 



 

 

• Sue-Elynn Heller, RN Petition No. 2023-708:  Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan appeared on behalf 

of the Department ;  Respondent did not appear.  Mary Dietmann moved to grant the motion.  

Brett Prestia seconded.  Cynthia Arpin abstained.  Motion passed unanimously. 

• Krysbeth Jean, RN Petition No. 2022-1106:  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared on behalf 

of the Departmetn; Respondent did not appear.  Mary Dietmann moved to grant the motion.  

Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 

• Christopher Kay, RN Petition No. 2023-696 :  Staff Attorney Aden Baume appeared on behalf 

of the Department; Respondent did not appear: Rebecca Martinez moved to grant the motion.  

Brett Prestia seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 

• Tracy L. Rosenzweig, LPN Petition No. 2022-859:  Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan appeared on 

behalf of the Department; Respondent did not appear.  Mary Dietmann moved to grant the 

motion.  Rebecca Martinez seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 

• Mary Elizabeth Taylor Petition No. 2023-581:   Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared on 

behalf of the Department; Respondent appeared.  Brett Prestia moved to grant the motion.  

Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 

10. CONSENT ORDERS  

• Lisa Markiewicz, RN Petition No. 2022-920 :  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared on behalf 

of the Department;  Respondent appeared on her own behalf.  Mary Dietmann moved to 

approve the consent order.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 

• Amy B. Tagg, RN Petition No. 2023-408 :  Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina;  Respondent did not 

appear.   Lisa Freeman moved to approve the consent order.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Motion 

unanimously passed. 

 11. PREHEARING REVIEW  

• Rebecca E. Cuddy, RN Petition No. 2022-1051:  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared on 

behalf of the Department;  Attorney Cody Guarnieri appeared on behalf of Respondent:  Board 

discussed she should not have started an IV without orders.  She practiced outside her scope of 

practice.  Board suggested a 3-6 month probation requiring monthly employer reports, 

education in ethics and scope of practice, and a $5000 civil penalty.  This discussion was 

informational purposes only.  No votes were taken. 

12. HEARINGS  

• Selena Marie Acocella, RN, LPN Petition Nos. 2020-977, 2021-190:   Staff Attorney Aden 

Baume appeared on behalf of the Department; Attorney William Palmieri appeared on behalf of 

Respondent. Respondent appeared on her own behalf. Second day of hearing. 



 

 

Attorney Palmieri moved to dismiss the charges.  Mary Dietmann moved to deny the motion to 

dismiss.  Rebecca Martinez seconded.  The Motion to deny the motion to dismiss the statement 

of charges was unanimously approved. 

Fact Finding:  Mary Dietmann moved to find that the Department met its burden of proof for all 

Charges.  Rebecca seconded.  Lisa Freeman abstained.  The motion unanimously passed. 

Remedy:  Brett Prestia moved to revoke.  Mary Dietmann seconded.  Unanimously agreed to 

revoke.   

• Michael Berkley, RN* Petition No. 2023-381 :  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared on 

behalf of the Department;  Respondent failed to appear.  Attorney Newton moved to deem the 

allegations admitted.  Mary Dietmann moved to grant the motion.  Brett Prestia seconded.  The 

motion unanimously passed. 

Fact Finding: Mary Dietmann moved to find that the Department met its burden of proof for all 

Charges.  Cynthia Arpin seconded. (Lisa Freeman not present) Unanimously found on all 

charges. 

Remedy:  Mary Dietmann moved to revoke.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Lisa Freeman abstained.  

Unanimously agreed to revoke. 

• Kerilee Francis, RN* Petition No, 2022-1087, 2022-1169:  Staff Attorney Aden Baume 

appeared on behalf of the Department;  Attorney Dan Schopick appeared on behalf of 

Respondent; Respondent appeared on her own behalf. 

Answered on the record:  1 admit, 2- admit she submitted an application but denies she did not 

fulfill the necessary program hours and/or clinical training, 3- deny 

Cynthia Arpin moved to go into executive session to discuss sealed records.  Mary Dietmann 

seconded.  Motion unanimously approved, and the Board entered executive session at 2:48 pm.  

The Board returned to public session at 3:23 pm 

Counsel for both parties jointly requested to continue the hearing and Cynthia Arpin moved to 

grant a continuance of the hearing.  Rebecca Martinez seconded.  Motion unanimously 

approved. 

• Marcus A. Garcia, RN* Petition No.2023-407:  Staff Attorney Aden Baume appeared on behalf 

of the Department; Respondent failed to appear.  Fact finding was tabled.   

• Melissa Marti, LPN Petition No. 2022-853:   Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared on behalf 

of the Department; Attorney Donovan appeared on behalf of Respondent. Cynthia Arpin moved 

to find that the Department met its burden of proof for Count One:  allegations 1-4.  Count Two:  

allegations 5, 7-9, 11 and 12, Count Three:  allegations 13-15, and the Department failed to 

meet its burden of proof for Count Two:  allegations 6 and 10.  Lisa Freeman seconded.  Motion 

unanimously approved. 



 

 

Rebecca Martinez moved to revoke Respondent’s license and impose a a civil penalty of 

$18,000.  Lisa Freeman seconded.  Motion unanimously approved.    

• Angel Predzimirski, RN* Petition No. 2023-569:  Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina appeared on 

behalf of the Department; Respondent appeared on her own behalf.  Attorney Fazzina 

requested a continuance of the hearing.  Brett Prestia moved to grant the continuance, Lisa 

Freeman seconded.  Motion unanimously passed. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to Adjourn made by: Lisa Freeman 
Seconded by:  Brett Prestia 
VOTE:  Unanimous 

 
Adjourned at: 5:56 pm 

 

 

 
Patricia C Bouffard, RN, DNSc 
Chairperson 
 



 

 

BOARD OR COMMISSION: Nursing Board (Regular Meeting) 
DATE:  July 19, 2023 
TIME:  8:30 AM 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

Name Member 
Present 

(Y/N) 
 DPH STAFF 

Present 
(Y/N) 

Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, 
DNSc, Chairperson 

RN 
Member 

Y  
Stacy Schulman,  
Legal Counsel to the Board 

Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, 
MSN, RN 

RN 
Member 

Y  Helen Smith, DPH 
Y 

Jason Blando Public Y  Dana Dalton, DPH Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, 

APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE 
RN 

Member 
Y   

 

Lisa S. Freeman, BA Public Y    

Jennifer C. Long, APRN, 

MSN, NNP-BC 
APRN 

Member 
Y   

 

Salvatore Diaz, RN 
RN 

Member 
Y   

 

Rebecca Martinez, LPN 
LPN 

Member 
Y   

 

Gina Reiners, PhD, 

APRN, PMHNP, 

PMHCNS 

RN 
Member 

Y   

 

Brett M. Prestia, MD 
Public 

Member 
Y   

 

 
 

1. CHAIR UPDATE :  Announced the end of Board Member Geraldine Marrocco’s term and the 

new appointment of Salvatore Diaz. 

 

Jennifer Long moved to add the summary suspension of Jacqueline Alumno, RN .  Gina 

Reiners seconded.  Unanimously voted to add the item to the agenda. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT :  Dana Dalton reported changes from the Department regarding letters 

to the schools. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

• Review and approve minutes from the following meetings: 

October 19, 2022:  Gina Reiner moved to approve the minutes.  Rebecca Martinez seconded.  

Jennifer Long noted that the minutes should be amended to reflect that no vote was taken on 

the prehearing review.  Brett Prestia and Jennifer Long abstained.  The motion to amend was 

unanimously approved. 
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December 21, 2022:  Gina moved to approve the minutes.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Brett 

Prestia abstained.  Patricia Taylor prehearing review should not show that the motion passed 

unanimously.  There was no vote.  The motion was unanimously approved with edit. 

January 18, 2023:  Gina Reiners moved to approve the minutes.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Brett 

Prestia abstained.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

May 30, 2023 (special meeting):  Gina Reiners moved to approve the minutes.  Mary Dietmann 

seconded.  Brett Prestia abstained.  Unanimously approved. 

June 21, 2023:  Lisa Freeman moved to approve the minutes.  Brett Prestia seconded.  Gina 

Reiners and Salvatore Diaz abstained.  The motion was unanimously approved.   

4. SCHOOL ISSUES  

• Office of Higher Education, - Stone Academy update :  Timothy Larson reported that the 

Office of Higher Education will submit the audit summary and is still issuing transcripts.  A 

webinar will be provided for students.  This discussion was for informational purposes only.  No 

votes were taken. 

• Albertus Magnus College – Addendum to Pre-Licensure BSN Nursing Program.  Jaimie Sinutko, 

Nursing Director presented the addendum.  Mary Dietmann, Cynthia Arpin, and Jason Blando 

recused.  Salvatore Diaz abstained.  Lisa Freeman moved to accept the feasibility study with the 

addendum.  Rebecca Martinez seconded.   The motion was unanimously approved. 

Gina Reiners moved to approve Albertus Magnus College’s new BSN Nursing Program.  Brett 

Prestia seconded. Mary Dietmann, Cynthia Arpin, and Jason Blando recused.  Salvatore Diaz 

abstained.  The motion unanimously approved. 

• Connecticut State Community College (CSCC) – Notice of Merger of 12 Community Colleges.  

Catherine Leary, Carol Gabriele, Constance Hotchkiss, Barbara McFarland, and Paula Dowd 

were present for CSCC.  Helen Smith presented a report of the merger, and the presentation 

was for informational purposes only. No votes were taken. 

• Lincoln Technical College (LTC) – Request for Approval of Corrective Action Plan for Shelton 

Campus, Evening Program:  Patricia Delucia, Deborah Little, Ruth-Sara Mazzaferro were present 

for LTC.  Helen Smith presented background for requirement of corrective action plan and 

summary of corrective action plan.  Jennifer Long moved to accept the corrective action plan.  

Rebecca Martinez seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

Gina Reiners moved to place Lincoln Tech Shelton Evening program on conditional status.  

Cynthia Arpin seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

• Porter and Chester Institute (PCI) - Request for Approval of Corrective Action Plan for Multiple 

Campuses and Groups.  Sherry Griefzu and Lauren Kuzara were present for PCI.  Helen Smith 
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presented background for requirement of corrective action plan and summary of corrective 

action plan. 

Gina Reiner moved to approve the corrective action plan for Porter and Chester Institute 

Bridgeport Day and Evening, Hamden Evening, and Waterbury Day Programs.  Lisa Freeman 

seconded.  Patricia Bouffard expressed that information provided by Ms. Griefzu during the 

meeting was not included in writing in the corrective action plan.  Brett Prestia and Salvatore 

Diaz abstained.  The motion failed by unanimous vote. 

Mary Dietmann moved to place the Bridgeport day and evening programs on conditional status.  

Rebecca Martinez seconded.  Brett Prestia, Lisa Freeman, and Salvatore Diaz abstained.  The 

motion was unanimously approved. 

Mary Dietmann moved to place the Hamden evening program on conditional status.  Jennifer 

Long seconded.  Brett Prestia, Lisa Freeman, and Salvatore Diaz abstained.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 

Mary Dietmann moved to place the Waterbury day program on conditional status.  Jennifer 

Long seconded.  Brett Prestia, Lisa Freeman, and Salvatore Diaz abstained.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 

• Quinnipiac University – Approval of Appointment of Dean Larry Slater, PhD, MAc, RN-BC, CNE, 

FAAN .  Dr. Larry Slater was present.  Helen Smith provided a summary of Dr. Slater’s 

qualifications. 

Mary Dietmann moved to approve Dr. Larry Slater as Dean of the School of Nursing at 

Quinnipiac University.  Gina Reiners seconded.  Jason Blando abstained.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 

• University of Hartford (UHart) – Approval of Appointment Executive Director and Chair, 

Nursing Department, Edith Ouellet, EdD, MSN, RN, CNE.  Dr. Edith Ouellet and Cesarina 

Thompson were present for UHart.  Helen Smith provided a summary of Dr. Ouellet’s 

qualifications. 

Mary Dietmann moved to approve Dr. Edith Ouellet as the Executive Director and Chair for the 

Nursing Department at the University of Hartford.  Gina Freeman seconded.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 

  5. MEMORANDUM OF DECISION  

• Sarah R. Zoni, RN:  Petition No. 2022-1282 – Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina was present for the 

Department; Respondent did not appear.  

Jennifer Long moved to approve.  Mary Dietmann seconded.  The motion was unanimously 

approved.   
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6. MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION  

• Michelle E. McDonald, RN:  Petition No. 2022-1111 - Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was 

present for the Department; Attorney Stephen Manning appeared on behalf of Respondent. 

Mary Dietmann moved to grant the summary suspension.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Salvatore 

Diaz and Gina Diaz abstained.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

• Jacqueline McInerney, RN:  Petition No. 2022-1112 - Staff Attorney Aden Baume was present 

for the Department;  Respondent did not appear.  Mary Dietmann moved to grant the summary 

suspension.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Jason Blando and Salvatore Diaz abstained.  The motion 

was unanimously approved. 

• Jacqueline Alumno, RN:   Petition No. 2023-137 - Staff Attorney Aden Baume was present for 

the Department;  Respondent was present. 

Mary Dietmann moved to grant the summary suspension.  Gina Reiners seconded.  Jason 

Blando and Salvatore Diaz abstained.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

7. CONSENT ORDERS  

• Erin S. Gentile, RN:  Petition Number: 2022-915 - Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present for 

the Department;  Respondent was present. 

Jennifer Long moved to approve the Consent Order.  Gina Reiners seconded.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 

8. REQUEST FOR REINSTATEMENT HEARING  

• Katieann Martins:   Jennifer Long moved to grant a reinstatement hearing.  Gina Reiners 

seconded.  Brett Prestia abstained.   Patricia Bouffard opposed.  The motion was approved by a 

majority. 

9. FACT FINDING  

• Marcus A. Garcia, RN* :  Petition No.2023-407 -  Staff Attorney Aden Baume was present for 

the Department; Respondent did not appear. 

Jennifer Long moved to re-open the record.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  The motion was 

unanimously granted. 

The Notice of Hearing was entered into the record.   

Attorney Baume moved to deem the allegations admitted.   

Jennifer Long moved to grant the motion to deem the allegations admitted.  Mary Dietmann 

seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 



Page 5 of 7 
 

 

Mary Dietmann moved to find on all Charges.  Lisa Freeman seconded.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 

Marty Dietmann moved to revoke.  Gina Reiners seconded.  The motion was unanimously 

approved.  

 10. HEARINGS  

• Angel Predzimirski, RN*:  Petition No. 2023-569 -  Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina was present for 

the Department;  Respondent was present. 

Attorney Fazzina moved to amend paragraph 2 of the Charges to reflect a date of May 18, 2022.  

Mary Dietmann moved to grant the motion to amend.   Rebecca seconded.  Salvatore Diaz 

abstained.  The motion was unanimously approved.   

Respondent Answered the Charges at the hearing:  1. Admit, 2. Admit, 3a. Denied, 3b. Screen 

tested positive, but denies taking anything for it to be positive. 3c.  Admit, but were excused.  

3d.  Admit   

At 1:46 pm.  Brett Prestia moved to go into executive session to discuss Respondent’s medical 

records.  Rebecca Martinez seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

Return to public session at 2:50 pm 

Gina Reiners moved to find that all allegations in the statement of charges were proven by the 

Department.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

Gina Reiners moved to have Respondent continue under the current probationary terms.  Mary 

Dietmann seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

Mary Dietmann moved to vacate the summary suspension.  Gina Reiners seconded.  The 

motion was unanimously approved. 

Jason Blando left the meeting at 3:00 pm 

• Kathleen Cataford, RN:  Petition No. 2022-423 - Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present for 

the Department; Attorney Richard Brown was present for the Respondent. 

At  3:11 pm  Cynthia Arpin moved to go into executive session to discuss a minor’s medical 

records.  Lisa Freeman seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

Gina Reiners left the meeting at 4:15 pm 

Return to public session at 4:45 pm 

Jennifer Long moved to find that all allegations in the statement of charges were proven by the 

Department.  Mary Dietmann seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
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Jennifer Long moved to revoke.  Rebecca seconded.  Brett Prestia and  Salvatore Diaz opposed.  

The motion was passed by a majority.   

• Keave Davis, RN* :  Petition No. 2022-1096 – This matter was removed from the agenda prior 

to the meeting at the request of the parties.   

• Sue-Elynn Heller, RN* :  Petition No. 2023-708 – The respondent requested a continuance of 

this matter. Gina Reiners moved to grant the continuance.  Lisa Freeman seconded.  The 

motion was unanimously approved.  

Jennifer Long left the meeting at 5:10 pm 

• Christopher Kay, RN* :  Petition No. 2023-696 - Staff Attorney Aden Baume was present for 

the Department; Respondent was present. 

Attorney Baume moved to amend the statement of Charges to identify the allegations 

numbered 7-11, as numbers 1-5. 

Mary Dietmann moved to grant the motion to amend.  Brett Prestia seconded.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 

Respondent answered charges on the record:  1 – admits, 2 – admits, 3d – admits, 3e – admits, 

3f – admits, 4 a. – denies, 4b. – admits it tested positive but did not take any substances that 

would have tested positive, 4c. – admits, he was out-of-state. 

At 5:34 pm Lisa Freeman moved to go into executive session to discuss Respondent’s medical 

records.  Mary Dietmann seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

Returned to public session at 6:02 pm 

Mary Dietmann moved to find that the allegations in paragraphs 1, 2, 3d, 3e, and 3f, 4b and 4c 

of the statement of charges were proven by the Department but that the allegations in 

paragraph 4a were not proven.  Salvatore Diaz seconded.  The motion was unanimously 

approved. 

Mary Dietmann moved to extend Respondent’s current probation an additional year to 

November 2025 with increased weekly urine screens for the full duration of probation in 

addition to all probationary terms already in place. Rebecca Martinez seconded.  The motion 

was unanimously approved. 

Mary moved to vacate Respondent’s summary suspension.  Lisa Freeman seconded.  The 

motion was unanimously approved. 

• Carol Pulliam, RN :  Petition No. 2022-413 - Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina was present for the 

Department; Respondent did not appear.  The Board Chair continued the hearing to August 9, 

2023. 
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• Tracy L. Rosenzweig, LPN* :  Petition No. 2022-859 - Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan was present 

for the Department.  The Board Chair granted a continuance in this matter prior to the hearing. 

• Mary Elizabeth Taylor, RN* :  Petition No. 2023-581 - Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was 

present for the Department.  The Board Chair continued the hearing to August 9, 2023. 

Rebecca moved to adjourn at 6:23 pm and Salvatore Diaz seconded.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 
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1. CHAIR UPDATE – Discussion of Additional Meetings:   

Gina Reiners moved to add an additional board meeting to each month to be held on the first 

Wednesday of the month in accordance with the board member participation schedule drafted 

by counsel.  Brett Prestia seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.   

Gina Reiners moved to apply the same participation schedule to the regular monthly board 

meeting held on the third Wednesday of the month; Cynthia Arpin seconded.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT :  Patricia Delucia Dean of Nursing of Lincoln Tech spoke about reciprocity 

issues in Massachusetts. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

• Review and approve minutes from the July 19, 2023 meeting.  
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Rebecca Martinez moved to approve the minutes to reflect from July 19, 2023.  Cynthia Arpin 

seconded.  Jason Blando abstained.  The Motion was unanimously opposed. 

Rebecca Martinez moved to amend the minutes to reflect the proper credentials for Salvatore 

Diaz and the proper spelling of Gina Reiners last name.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Jason Blando 

abstained.  The Motion was unanimously approved. 

4. THE CONNECTICUT CENTER FOR NURSING WORKFORCE, INC :  Marcia Proto, Executive 

Director presented. 

5. SCHOOL ISSUES  

• Office of Higher Education:  Sean Seepersad presented an update regarding Stone Academy.  

He discussed a webinar that was provided for students.  The Board was provided an audit 

report. This discussion was for informational purposes only.  No votes were taken. 

• Albertus Magnus College – Approval of the appointment of Cynthia Jeffrey, EdD, MSN, RN, 

CNE. 

Jaime Sinutko and Cynthia Jeffrey were present.  Helen Smith made a presentation.  Mary 

Dietmann moved to approve the appointment of Cynthia Jeffrey, EdD, MSN, RN, CNE as Nursing 

Director.  Cynthia Arpin seconded. Jason abstained.  The motion was unanimously approved.  

• Arizona College of Nursing – Second Quarterly Report – Vincent Salyers and Deborah Long 

were present.  Helen Smith, DPH made a presentation and noted that no campus or clinical 

visits were made.  This discussion was for informational purposes only.  No votes were taken. 

• Central Connecticut State University – Approval of the Appointment of Kerri Langevin, EdD, 

APRN, PPCNP-BC  

Kerri Langevin was present.  Helen Smith made a presentation.  Gina Reiners moved to approve 

of appointment of Kerri Langevin, EdD, APRN, PPCNP-BC as Department Chair of the Nursing 

Department.  Mary Dietmann seconded.  Patricia Bouffard abstained.  Unanimously approved. 

• Central Connecticut State University – Request for Approval of Corrective Action Plan.  Kerri 

Langevin present.  Gina Reiners moved to approved the corrective action plan.  Brett Prestia 

seconded. Brett Prestia and Patricia Bouffard abstained.  The motion was unanimously 

approved. 

Mary Dietmann moved to place CCSU pre-licensure nursing program on conditional status.  Gina 

Reiners seconded.  Brett Prestia and Patricia Bouffard abstained.  The motion was unanimously 

approved. 

• Connecticut State Community College Nursing Program at Capital Community College –  

Approval of the appointment of Catherine Leary, DNP, MSN, RN, RRT  
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Catherine Leary was present.  Mary Dietmann moved to approve the appointment Of Catherine 

Leary, DNP, MSN, RN, RRT as Director of Nursing.  Jason Blando seconded.  Salvatore Diaz 

recused himself.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

• Goodwin University - Request for Approval of Corrective Action Plan for Associate Degree in 

Nursing Program and Accelerated BSN Degree program.  Vivienne Friday, Bruce Hoffman, and 

Heather Massicotte were present.   

Brett Prestia moved to approve the Corrective Action Plan for the Associate degree in Nursing 

Program.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Salvatore Diaz recused himself.  Gina Reiners abstained.  The 

motion was unanimously approved. 

Mary Dietmann moved to continue conditional approval for the associate degree nursing 

program.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Salvatore Diaz recused himself.  Gina Reiners abstained.  The 

motion was unanimously approved. 

Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the Corrective Action Plan for the Accelerated BSN degree 

program.  Brett Prestia seconded.  Salvatore Diaz recused himself.  Gina Reiners abstained.  The 

motion was unanimously approved. 

Mary Dietmann moved to continue a second year of conditional approval for the Accelerated 

BSN degree nursing program.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Salvatore Diaz recused himself.  Gina 

Reiners abstained.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

• Griffin Hospital School of Allied Health Careers Practical Nursing Program – Amanda Bell was 

present.  Helen Smith provided an update and noted a visit with the Office of Higher Education 

has not taken place. 

Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the new location from 727 Rubber Avenue to 1188 New Haven 

Road in Naugatuck for the second campus in Naugatuck for Griffin Hospital School of Allied 

Health Careers Practical Nursing Program.  Mary Dietmann seconded.  Salvatore Diaz recused 

himself.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

• Quinnipiac University - Request for Approval of Corrective Action Plan for Traditional and 

Accelerated Bachelor of Science Nursing Programs.  Larry Slater, Lisa O’Connor, and Lisa 

Rebeschi were present.  

Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Corrective Action Plan for the Traditional Bachelor of 

Science Nursing Programs.  Gina Reiners seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

Mary Dietmann moved to place the Traditional Bachelor of Science Nursing Program on 

conditional status.  Rebecca Martinez seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Corrective Action Plan for the Accelerated Bachelor of 

Science Nursing Programs.  Jennifer Long seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
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Mary Dietmann moved to place the Accelerated Bachelor of Science Nursing Program on 

conditional status.  Gina Reiners seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

• University of Connecticut – Approval of the Appointment of Victoria Vaughan Dickson, PhD, 

RN, CRNP, FHFSA, FAHA, FAAN.  Vicky Dickson was present. 

Gina Reiners moved to approve the Appointment of Victoria Vaughan Dickson, PhD, RN, CRNP, 

FHFSA, FAHA, FAAN as Dean of the School of Nursing. Mary Dietmann seconded.  The motion 

was unanimously approved. 

• Yale University School of Nursing – Approval of Appointment of Azita Emami, PhD, MSN, RNT, 

RN, FAAN  

Carmen Borthio, Executive Deputy Dean, was present. 

Gina Reiners moved to approve the appointment of Azita Emami, PhD, MSN, RNT, RN, FAAN as 

Dean of the School of Nursing.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Brett Prestia recused himself.  The 

motion was unanimously approved.  

6. MEMORANDUM OF DECISION  

• Kristen Brice, LPN:  Petition No. 2022-913: Gina Reiners moved to approve the MOD.  Jennifer 

Long seconded.  The motion was unanimously opposed.  Gina Reiners moved to approve the 

MOD with an amendment to “NOTE TO JOY” from paragraph 1C of the Order on page 9.   

Salvatore Diaz seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

• Herbert Terry III, LPN: Petition No. 2023-453:  Gina Reiners moved to approve the MOD.  Brett 

Prestia seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

7. MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION  

• Michelle Rosa-Harris, LPN: Petition Nos. 2023-483, 2023-886 - Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan for 

the Department; Attorney Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt for Respondent. 

Cynthia Arpin moved to add the motion to amend the statement of charges to the agenda.  

Gina Reiners seconded.  Mary Dietmann abstained.  A roll call vote was taken.  Jason Blando and 

Jennifer Long opposed.  The remainder of the board members present voted to approve.   

Gina Reiners moved to approve the amended statement of charges.  Cynthia Reiners seconded.  

Brett Prestia abstained.  A roll call vote was taken.  Jason Blando and Jennifer Long opposed.  

The remainder of the board members present voted to approve. 

Gina Reiners moved to grant the motion to summarily suspend.  Rebecca Martinez seconded.  

The motion was unanimously approved.   
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8. CONSENT ORDERS  

• Shirlee A. Bochanis, LPN: Petition No. 2022-728 - Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina for the 

Department; Respondent did not appear.  Gina Reiners moved to approve the Consent Order.  

Brett Prestia seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

• Rebecca E. Cuddy, RN: Petition No. 2022-1051 - Staff Attorney Joelle Newton for the 

Department, Respondent did not appear.  Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Consent Order.  

Jennifer Long seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

• Nora Garriga, RN: Petition No. 2021-836 - Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan for the Department, 

Respondent did not appear.  Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Consent Order.  Brett 

Prestia seconded.  Salvatore Diaz abstained.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

9. HEARINGS  

• Mary Elizabeth Taylor, RN*:  Petition No. 2023-581 - Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented 

the Department;  Respondent represented herself. 

Respondent provided an answered on the record:  1 – admit, 2 – admit, 3 – admit; 4a – deny, 4b 

– deny, 4c – deny, 4d – deny, 4e – deny, 4f – admit, 5 – deny, 6 – deny 

Jennifer Long left at 1:15 pm 

Gina Reiners moved to go into executive session at 2:01 pm to discuss Respondent’s medical 

records.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

The Board returned to public session at 3:23 pm.   

Gina Reiners moved to find that the Department sustained its burden of proof on all charges.  

Cynthia Arpin seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

Gina Reiners moved to revoke.  Rebecca seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

• Jacqueline McInerney, RN*:  Petition No. 2022-1112 - Staff Attorney Aden Baume for the 

Department, Respondent was present. 

Respondent requested a continuance. 

Gina Reiners moved to grant the continuance request.  Mary Dietmann seconded.  The motion 

was unanimously approved. 

• Kerilee Francis, RN, APRN*:  Petition No, 2022-1087, 2022-1169 - Staff Attorney Aden Baume 

for the Department; Respondent did not appear. 

Cynthia Arpin moved to add to the agenda the Department’s motion to withdraw the statement 

of charges based on Respondent’s voluntary surrender of her license.  Rebecca Martinez 

seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 



Page 6 of 7 
 

Rebecca Martinez moved to grant the motion to withdraw the statement of charges.  Mary 

Dietmann seconded.  The motion was unanimously granted. 

• Keave Davis, RN*: Petition No. 2022-1096 - Staff Attorney Aden Baume for the Department; 

Attorney Ellen Costello for the Respondent.  Respondent requested a continuance. 

Mary Dietmann moved to grant the continuance request.  Salvatore Diaz seconded.  A roll call 

vote was taken.  Brett Prestia opposed.  The remainder of the board members present voted to 

approve.   

Gina Reiners left at 3:35 pm 

• Carol Pulliam, RN: Petition No. 2022-413 - Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina for the Department,  

Respondent did not appear 

Attorney Fazzina moved to deem the allegations admitted. 

Mary Dietmann moved to grant the motion to deem the allegations admitted.  Cynthia Arpin 

seconded.  Brett Prestia abstained.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

Mary Dietmann moved to find that the Department sustained its burden of proof on all 

Charges.  Rebecca Martinez seconded.  Brett Prestia abstained.  The motion was unanimously 

approved. 

Mary Dietmann moved to revoke.  Rebecca Martinez seconded.  Brett Prestia absent.  The 

motion was unanimously approved 

• Jacqueline Alumno, RN*: Petition No. 2023-137 - Staff Attorney Aden Baume for the 

Department, Respondent appeared. 

Attorney Baume moved to amend the Statement of Charges add “December 22, 2022” in 

number 2 of the Charges. 

Mary Dietmann moved to add Attorney Baume’s motion to amend the Statement of Charges to 

the agenda.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

Mary Dietmann moved to accept the amendment to the Statement of Charges.  Cynthia Arpin 

seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

Respondent answered the Statement of Charges on the record: 

1 – admit, 2 – denied. 

Mary Dietmann moved to find that the Department sustained its burden of proof on all charges.  

Cynthia Arpin seconded.  Brett Prestia abstained.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

Mary Dietmann moved to revoke. Cynthia Arpin seconded. Jason Blando and Brett Prestia 

abstained.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
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• Proctor Norman Hayes, RN: Petition No. 2022-409 - Staff Attorney Joelle Newton for the 

Department, Respondent did not appear. 

Attorney Newton moved to deem the allegations admitted.   

Brett Prestia moved to grant the motion to deem the allegations admitted.  Mary Dietmann 

seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

Mary Dietmann moved to find that the Department sustained its burden of proof on all charges.  

Brett Prestia seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

Mary Dietmann moved to revoke.  Brett Prestia seconded.  The motion was unanimously 

approved. 

• Charles F. Wetmore, RN, APRN: Petition No.: 2019-828, 2022-1139 - A continuance in this 

matter was granted prior to the hearing. 

 

Rebecca Martinez moved to adjourn at 5:09 pm.  Mary Dietmann seconded.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 
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CALL TO ORDER 8:36 AM 

1.CHAIR UPDATE   

Pat Bouffard stated that the Porter and Chester Institute five-year study will be 

presented during the September 20, 2023, meeting. 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Gina Reiners moved to approve the August 9, 2023, minutes.  Cynthia Arpin seconded 

the motion.  Gina Reiners then moved to vacate her initial motion to accept the minutes 

from August 9, 2023, noting corrections needed.  Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion.  

The motion was unanimously approved. 

Gina Reiners moved to amend the minutes of August 9, 2023, noting the following 

revisions.  Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion. 



 

 

• Page 3 of 7, Goodwin University matter, 4th paragraph, correction to Cynthia’s 

last name from Reiners to Arpin. 

• Page 2, last sentence of the 2nd  paragraph corrected to say approved versus 

opposed. 

• Page 6, Carol Pulliam, RN Matter, 4th paragraph corrected to say Brett Prestia 

abstained versus absent. 

The motion was unanimously approved. 

Gina Reiners moved to approve the minutes as amended.  Rebecca Martinez seconded 

the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT – There was no public comment. 

3. MOTION TO REOPEN  

• Kristen Brice, LPN, Petition No. 2022-913.  Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan represented 

the Department.  Cynthia Arpin moved to reopen this case to modify the memorandum 

of decision to ensure the complete timeframe of compliance is reflected inclusive of the 

probationary period.  Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion.  The motion was 

unanimously approved.  

Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the amended memorandum of decision.  Brett Prestia 

seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved. 

 

4. MEMORANDUM OF DECISION  

• Tiona Stewart, LNP,  Petition No. 2023-151.  Brett Prestia moved to affirm the MOD as 

presented, seconded by Rebecca Martinez.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

• Michael Berkley, RN,  Petition No. 2023-381.  Brett Prestia moved to affirm the MOD 

as presented, seconded by Cynthia Arpin.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

5. MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION  

• Heidi A. Smith, RN:  Petition No. 2023-954, Staff Attorney Joelle Newton for the 

Department.  Respondent was present. Cynthia Arpin moved to grant the summary 

suspension as presented.  Salvatore Diaz seconded.  The motion was unanimously 

approved. 

• Mike Yovel Robert, RN:  Petition No. 2022-1118, Staff Attorney Joelle Newton for the 

Department. Respondent did not appear.  Cynthia Arpin moved to grant the summary 

suspension as presented.  Salvatore Diaz seconded.  The motion was unanimously 

approved. 



 

 

• Awa Ndao, RN:  Petition No. 2022-1116 Staff Attorney Joelle Newton for the 

Department. Respondent did not appear.  Gina Reiners moved to grant the summary 

suspension as presented.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  The motion was unanimously 

approved. 

• Beatriz McMillian, RN:  Petition No. 2023-681 Staff Attorney Joelle Newton for the 

Department. Respondent did not appear.  Gina Reiners moved to grant the summary 

suspension as presented.  Salvatore Diaz seconded.  The motion was unanimously 

approved. 

• Antoinette M. Morris:  Petition No. 2022-1115 Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan for the 

Department.  Respondent was represented by Attorney Elio Morgan.  Gina Reiners 

moved to grant the summary suspension as presented.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  The 

motion was unanimously approved.  Atty Morgan stated that he does not believe the 

documentation was sufficient, that there is a violation of due process, and noted his 

opposition for the record. 

6. CONSENT ORDERS  

• Charles F. Wetmore, RN, APRN,  Petition No. 2019-828; 2022-1139, Staff Attorney 

Craig Sullivan for the Department.  Attorney Michael Lynch appeared on behalf of 

Respondent.  Gina Reiners moved to approve the consent order as presented.  

Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion.   

Following Board discussion, a roll call vote was taken. Vote No:  Lisa Freeman, 

Salvatore Diaz, and Rebecca Martinez.  Vote Yes:  Cynthia Arpin, Brett Prestia, and 

Gina Reiners.  Pat Bouffard voted yes approving the consent order as presented.  

 • Luisa P. Segarra, LPN:  Petition No. 2023-252, Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina for the 

Department.  Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the consent order as presented.  Gina 

Reiners seconded the motion.  Following discussion noting the need for a hearing, the 

board unanimously rejected the consent order. 

7. PREHEARING REVIEW  

• Alan Manubag, RN:  Petition No. 2022-699, Staff Attorney Joelle Newton for the 

Department.  Following board discussion Pat Bouffard noted that a hearing will be 

needed as there is not enough information to determine an appropriate remedy. 

8. HEARINGS  

• Jacqueline McInerney, RN*:  Petition No. 2022-1112, Staff Attorney Joelle Newton for 

the Department.  Respondent was present and provided an answer on the record.    

At 10:25 am Cynthia Arpin moved to go into executive session.  Salvatore Diaz 

seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The Board returned to the public 

meeting at 11:10am. 



 

 

At 11:37 Cindy Arpin moved to go into executive session to discuss Respondent’s 

transcript.  Lisa Freeman seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 

The Board returned to the public meeting at 11:46 am.  The Board proceeded with Fact 

Finding at 11:47 am.   Cynthia Arpin moved to find on charge 1 based on Respondent’s 

admission; charge 2 and 3 based on the Respondent’s School Transcripts and the 

documents received showing that the Respondent attended a fraudulent school.  

Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion.  Gina Reiners and Lisa Freeman abstained.  The 

motion was approved.   

Cynthia Arpin moved to revoke the Respondent’s license. Salvatore Diaz seconded the 

motion.  Gina Reiners abstained.  The motion was approved. 

• Michelle Rosa-Harris, RN*:  Petition No. 2023-483; 2023-886, Staff Attorney Craig 

Sullivan for the Department.  Attorney Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt for Respondent.   

Gina Reiners moved to continue the hearing to October 18, 2023, to allow additional 

documentation to be submitted.  Specifically, all urine tests, therapist reports, employer 

reports, attendance reports, and the disciplinary monitoring file, dating back to June 

2022, as requested by the Respondent’s Attorney.  Lisa Freeman seconded the motion.  

The motion was unanimously approved. 

Brett Prestia moved to adjourn at 1:03 pm.  Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion.  The 

motion was unanimously approved. 
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CALL TO ORDER         8:30 AM 

1.CHAIR UPDATE   

National Council of State Boards of Nursing NCLEX (exam to test the competency of 

nursing school graduates in the US and Canada) scores for 2nd quarter are posted to 

the National Council website.   

 2. PUBLIC COMMENT – There was no public comment. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Gina Reiners moved to approve the September 6, 2023, minutes. Salvatore Diaz 

seconded the motion.  Mary Dietmann and Jason Blando abstained.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 

 

 



 

 

4. THE CONNECTICUT CENTER FOR NURSING WORKFORCE, INC.   

Linda Wagner, Deans and Directors Council, provided an update.  Dana Dalton will 

follow up with the Governor’s Office on the revised School  Regulations.  In addition, 

she will follow-up with the Department on distributions of stipends for BSN adjunct 

faculty as provided in SB9. 

5.  SCHOOL ISSUES 

• Albertus Magnus College Campus Tour 

o Cindy Jeffrey, Program Director for Albertus Magnus.  Susanne Cammarata of 

DPH provided the informational update.  Mary Dietmann moved to approve 

the physical facilities as presented.  Rebecca Martinez seconded.  Salvatore 

Diaz recused himself.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

• Connecticut State Community College – Capital Community College – Corrective 

Action Plan 

o Catherine Leary, Director of Nursing appeared on behalf of CCC to request 

approval of its corrective action plan.  Also present was Dr. Paula Dowd.  

Mary Dietmann moved to approve the plan as presented.  Gina Reiners 

seconded.  Salvatore Diaz recused himself.  The motion was approved 

unanimously. 

• Connecticut State Community College – Naugatuck Valley – Corrective Action Plan 

o Dr. Carol Gabriele, Dean for Health Sciences, appeared on behalf of NVCC to 

request approval of its corrective action plan.  Also present was Dr. Paula 

Dowd.  Mary Dietmann moved to approve the plan as presented.  Gina 

Reiners seconded.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

• Cornerstone Medical Training Center  

o Notice provided to the Board of  the Center’s intent to establish a licensed 

practical nursing program. 

• St. Vincent’s College at Sacred Heart University – Corrective Action Plan 

o Tammy Dickerson appeared on behalf of St. Vinent’s to request approval of its 

corrective action plan.  Also present was Dean Karen Daley.  Salvatore Diaz 

moved to approve the plan as presented.  Rebecca Martinez seconded.  

Jason Blando abstained.  Mary Dietmann recused herself.  The motion was 

approved unanimously. 

• University of Bridgeport 

o Linda Wagner. Director School of Nursing for the University was present on 

behalf of the university.  Susan Cammarata of DPH presented the request for 

two waivers of time to complete program requirements. 

▪ Mary Dietmann moved to approve an 18-month waiver for Amanda 

Johnson Adams.  Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion.  Gina 

Reiners and Salvatore Diaz recused themselves.  The motion was 

approved unanimously. 



 

 

▪ Rebecca Martinez moved to approve a six-month waiver for Andrew 

Michaud.  Mary Dietmann seconded the motion.  Gina Reiners and 

Salvatore Diaz recused themselves.  The motion was approved 

unanimously. 

 

6.  MOTION TO MODIFY CONSENT ORDER 

Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan for the Department.  Attorney Bucci for the Respondent 

Kelly Bucci.  Mary Dietmann moved to deny the motion.  Salvatore Diaz seconded.  

Brett Prestia abstained.  The motion was denied unanimously. 

7. MOTION REQUESTING REINSTATEMENT HEARING 

Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan for the Department.  Respondent Kelly Gordon appeared 

on her own behalf.  Salvatore Diaz moved to deny the motion.  Mary Dietmann 

seconded.  Brett Prestia abstained.  The motion was denied unanimously.   

8. MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 

Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan for the Department.  Gina Reiners moved to approve the 

motion.  Brett Prestia seconded.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 9. MEMORANDUM OF DECISION  

• Margaret Dunnan,  Petition No. 2021-1098.  Gina Reiners moved to affirm the MOD as 

presented, revoking the respondent’s license.  The motion was seconded by Salvatore 

Diaz. The motion was unanimously approved. 

• Marcus Garcia, Petition No. 2023-407.  Gina Reiners moved to affirm the MOD as 

presented, revoking the respondent’s license. The motion was seconded by Rebecca 

Martinez. The motion was unanimously approved. 

• Proctor Norman Hayes,  Petition No. 2022-409.  Gina Reiners moved to affirm the 

MOD as presented, revoking the respondent’s license. The motion was seconded by 

Salvatore Diaz. The motion was unanimously approved. 

5. MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION  

• Krystle Fabozzi, LPN:  Petition No. 2022-748, Staff Attorney Joelle Newton for the 

Department.  Respondent appeared on her own behalf.   Mary Dietmann moved to 

grant the summary suspension as presented.  Gina Reiners seconded.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 

• Kenisha Hieka Rose, RN:  Petition No. 2022-1119, Staff Attorney Joelle Newton for the 

Department.  Attorney James Demetrides appeared for the Respondent; Respondent 

also present.   Mary Dietmann moved to grant the summary suspension as presented.  

Rebecca Martinez  seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 



 

 

• Sheila M. Harrington:  Petition No. 2023-271, Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina for the 

Department.  Respondent appeared on her own behalf. Rebecca Martinez moved to 

grant the summary suspension as presented.    Mary Dietmann seconded.  The motion 

was unanimously approved. 

• Ugwunna Peter Ogugua, RN:  Petition No. 2022-1117, Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan for 

the Department.  Attorney Richard Brown  appeared for the respondent; Respondent 

also present.  Mary Dietmann moved to grant the summary suspension as presented.  

Salvatore Diaz  seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

• Conrado Macapagal Valido, Jr., LPN:  Petition No. 2023-1071, Staff Attorney Linda 

Fazzina for the Department.  Respondent appeared on her own behalf. .  Gina Reiners 

moved to grant the summary suspension as presented.   Salvatore Diaz seconded.  The 

motion was unanimously approved. 

8. HEARINGS  

• Mike Yovel Robert, RN:  Petition No. 2022-1118, Staff Attorney Joelle Newton for the 

Department. Respondent appeared on his own behalf and requested a continuance.   

Gina Reiners moved to grant the respondent’s request for a continuance to October 18, 

2023.  Jason Blando seconded.  The motion was approved unanimously.   

• Awa Ndao, RN:  Petition No. 2022-1116 Staff Attorney Joelle Newton for the 

Department.   The respondent nor counsel were present. 

Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to grant the Department of 

Public Health’s oral request to deem the allegations admitted. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

Following the close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. Gina Reiners made 

a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that the respondent be found on all charges.  

The motion passed unanimously.   

Gina Reiners made a motion that the respondent’s license be revoked.  The motion was 

seconded by Mary Dietmann.  The motion passed unanimously. 

• Beatriz McMillian, RN:  Petition No. 2023-681 Staff Attorney Joelle Newton for the 

Department.  Respondent was present but not represented.  Respondent provided an 

answer on the record.    

At 11:49 am Gina Reiners moved to go into executive session.  Mary Dietmann 

seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The Board returned to the public 

meeting at 12:14pm.  No motions were made,  and no votes were taken during 

Executive Session. 



 

 

Following the close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding.  Gina Reiners 

moved, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to find on all charges.  The motion was approved 

unanimously.    

Gina Reiners made a motion, that the respondent be placed on probation, seconded by 

Mary Dietmann.  Brett Prestia abstained.  After Board discussion  the motion was 

denied. 

Gina Reiners made a new motion, seconded by Brett Prestia, that the respondent be 

placed on probation with conditions.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 • Heidi A. Smith, RN:  Petition No. 2023-954, Staff Attorney Joelle Newton for the 

Department.   Respondent appeared on her own behalf. and provided an answer on the 

record.    

At 1:21pm Gina Reiners moved to go into executive session.  Salvatore Diaz 

seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The Board returned to the public 

meeting at 1:32pm.  No motions were made,  and no votes were taken during Executive 

Session. 

Following the close of the hearing the  Board conducted fact-finding. Jason Blando 

moved, seconded by Gina  Reiners,  to find on all charges.  The motion was approved 

unanimously.    

Jason Blando made a motion, that the respondent be placed on probation.  The motion 

was seconded by Gina Reiners.   After Board discussion,  the motion was denied. 

Salvatore Diaz made a new motion, seconded by Gina Reiners.  that placed respondent 

on a 1-year probation with course work. The motion was approved unanimously. 

  

Gina Reiners moved to adjourn the meeting at 1:51pm.  Brett Prestia Seconded.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 
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CALL TO ORDER         8:35 AM 

1. CHAIR UPDATE 

• The Center for Nursing Workforce Student Day will be held in November. 

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT – None. 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

• Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the September 20, 2023, minutes, with one 

correction.  Page 2, Item 5, School Issues, 3rd Bulletpoint, correct misspelling 

of Carol Gabriele’s last name.  Mary Dietmann seconded the motion.  The 

motion was unanimously approved. 

  



 

 

4. SCHOOL ISSUES - CONDITIONAL APPROVAL VOTE OF CORRECTIVE 

ACTION PLANS REVIEWED 9/20/23 

• Connecticut State Community College – Capital Community College.  Catherine 

Leary appeared on behalf of Capital Community College.  Mary Dietmann moved 

to place CCC on conditional approval for one year.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  

Salvatore Diaz recused himself.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

• Connecticut State Community College – Naugatuck Valley.  Carol Gabriele 

appeared on behalf of Naugatuck Valley.  Salvatore Diaz moved to place 

Naugatuck Valley on conditional approval for one year.  Mary Dietmann 

seconded.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

• St. Vincent’s College at Sacred Heart University.  Tammy Dickerson appeared on 

behalf of St. Vincent’s College at Sacred Heart University.  Also present was 

Dean Karen Daley.  Salvatore Diaz moved to place St. Vincent’s on conditional 

approval for one year.  Cythia Arpin seconded.  Mary Dietmann and Jason 

Blando recused themselves. The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

5. CONSENT ORDER 

• Mary Skala, RN, Petition No. 2023-155.  Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina appeared 

for the Department.  Attorney Beverly Knapp Anderson appeared on behalf of the 

Respondent.    Mary Dietmann moved to approve the consent order as 

presented.  Cynthia Arpin seconded.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

6. MEMORANDUM OF DECISION – None 

 

7. MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – None 

 

8. HEARINGS  

• Krystle Fabozzi, LPN:  Petition No. 2022-748, Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 

appeared for the Department.  The Respondent did not appear. .  Mary Dietmann 

moved to continue the hearing to November 1, 2023.  Rebecca Martinez 

seconded.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

• Sheila M. Harrington:  Petition No. 2023-271, Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 

appeared for the Department.  Respondent appeared on her own behalf. Cynthia 

Arpin moved to continue the hearing to a future date.  Lisa Freeman seconded.  

The motion was approved unanimously. 

• Conrado Macapagal Valido, Jr., LPN:  Petition No. 2023-1071, Staff Attorney 

Linda Fazzina appeared for the Department.  Respondent did not appear.  Mary 

Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Cynthia Arpin, to grant the Department’s 

oral motion to deem the allegations admitted. The motion passed unanimously.  

Following the close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding.   Cynthia 

Arpin made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that the respondent be found 

on all charges.  The motion passed unanimously.    Cynthia Arpin made a motion 



 

 

that the respondent’s license be revoked.  The motion was seconded by 

Salvatore Diaz.  The motion passed unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Cynthia Arpin moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:23 am.  Mary Dietmann 

seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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CALL TO ORDER         8:31 AM 

1. CHAIR UPDATE 

• National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) .  The Council’s 

Education Consultant Committee met on October 16 to set the 2023-2024 

agenda.  

• Chair Bouffard is a member of the Nursing Workforce Group taskforce. The 

Legislature has asked for a report to be issued in January 2024.  The report is 

on the nursing shortage.   

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT  

• Several students of Porter and Chester Institute, Bridgeport campus, attended 

to express concerns.  A contact name and the school process on filing 

complaints were provided.  Students were advised of Agenda Item 5 that 

includes PCI matters. 

 



 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

• Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the October 4, 2023, minutes, as presented.  

Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion.  Gina Reiners abstained.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 

 

4. THE CONNECTICUT CENTER FOR NURSING WORKFORCE, INC. 

• Monthly update provided by Marcia Proto, Executive Director.  Linda Wagner, 

Co-Chair for Deans and Directors  was also present. 

 

5. SCHOOL ISSUES  

• Stone Academy.  Timothy Larson, Executive Director, Office of Higher 

Education (OHE), provided a student update. Specific student issues can be 

addressed with Timothy Larson or Sean Seepersad, Director Academic 

Affairs, OHE. 

• Discussion on timing of conditional approval.  Going forward Conditional 

Approvals will be determined at the time the Corrective Action Plans are 

presented.  

• Porter and Chester Institute (PCI) 
o 5-year self-study.  Sherry Greifzu  appeared on behalf of PCI.  Helen Smith 

provided an overview of the study.  Lisa Freeman moved to accept the study as 
presented.  Gina Reiners seconded the motion.  Brett Prestia abstained.  The 
motion was approved. 

o Corrective Action Plan (CAP) – Bridgeport Campus Physical Site 
▪ Gina Reiners moved to approve the Bridgeport campus physical site as 

presented.  Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion.  The motion was 
unanimously approved.   

o CAP- Revised 
▪ Gina Reiners moved to approve the revised Corrective Action Plan for the 

Bridgeport, Hamden, and Waterbury campuses, currently on conditional 
approval.  Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion.  Brett Prestia and Lisa 
Freeman abstained.  The motion was approved.   

o Anonymous Letter - Edtjoauan Valentine, PCI Bridgeport Campus 

Student, appeared on behalf of this matter.  Sherry Greifzu stated that 

because PCI is not in receipt of said letter that she would not be in a 

position to respond at present.   Sherry will contact Edtjoauan directly to 

discuss the concerns.  Sherry is to provide an update by December 4, 

2023 on both the letter and students’ concerns so that the item can be 

addressed during the December 20, 2023, Board meeting. 
 

6. MEMORANDUM OF DECISION  

• Angel Predzmirski,  Petition No. 2023-569.  Gina Reiners moved to affirm the 
MOD as presented.  Brett Prestia seconded the motion.  The motion was 
unanimously approved. 

 



 

 

7. MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 

• Melonie J. Daley, RN:  Petition No. 2023-135, Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan for 

the Department.  Respondent did not appear.  Gina Reiners moved to grant 

the summary suspension as presented.  Lisa Freeman seconded.  The 

motion was unanimously approved. 
 

8. HEARINGS 

▪ Mike Yovel Robert, RN, Petition No. 2022-1118.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
appeared for the Department.  The Respondent did not appear.  Gina Reiners 
made a motion, seconded by Salvatore Diaz, to grant the Department’s oral 
motion to deem the allegations admitted. The motion passed unanimously.   
 

Following the close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding.    

Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Salvatore Diaz, that the respondent 

be found on all charges.  The motion passed unanimously.    

  

Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Salvatore Diaz, that the respondent’s 

license be revoked.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

▪ Krysbeth Jean, RN, Petition No. 2022-110.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
appeared for the Department. Attorney Brown appeared for the respondent. 
Attorney Brown requested that the hearing be continued to November 1, 2023.  
Cynthia Arpin made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to grant the 
continuance.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

Lisa Freeman moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:28pm.  Salvatore Diaz seconded.  

The motion passed unanimously. 
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CALL TO ORDER         8:37AM 

1. PUBLIC COMMENT  

There was no public comment. 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

• Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the October 18, 2023, minutes, as 

presented.  Brett Prestia seconded the motion.  Jason Blando and Mary 

Dietmann abstained.   The motion was unanimously approved. 

The Chair reordered the agenda to hear Item 5 (Reopen Fact Finding) next. 
 

3. MOTION TO REOPEN FACT FINDING 

• Christopher Kay.  Petition No. 2023-696.  Mary Dietmann moved to table the 
discussion until the November 15, 2023, board meeting.  Lisa Freeman seconded 
the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 



 

 

4. MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 

• Selena Marie Acocella,  Petition No. 2020-977 and 2021-190.  Attorney 
William Palmieri appeared for Respondent.  Mary Dietmann moved to affirm 
the MOD as presented.  Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion.  The motion 
was unanimously approved. 

 

• Melissa Marti.  Petition No. 2022-853. Mary Dietmann moved to affirm the   
MOD as presented.  Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion.  The motion was 
unanimously approved. 

 
5. RECONSIDERATION OF MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 

• Kristin Brice,  Petition No. 2022-913. Lisa Freeman moved to reconsider the 
MOD.  Mary Dietmann seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously 
approved. 
 
Lisa Freeman moved to amend the MOD.  Mary Dietmann seconded the 
motion.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Lisa Freeman moved to approve the amended MOD as presented.  Mary 
Dietmann seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
6. MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 

• Maxine J. Hunte:  Petition No. 2023-214, Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 

appeared for the Department.  Respondent did not appear.  Mary Dietmann 

moved to grant the motion.  Lisa Freeman seconded.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 
 

7. MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 

• Maxine J. Hunte:  Petition No. 2023-214, This matter was not considered by 

the Board in light of the approval of the motion to withdraw the statement of 

charges. 

 
8. CONSENT ORDER 

• Franklin Jones:  Petition No. 2022-258, Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 

appeared for the Department.  Respondent  did not appear.  Lisa Freeman 

moved to grant the consent order as presented.   Mary Dietmann seconded.  

The motion was unanimously approved. 
 

9. HEARINGS 

▪ Nicole R. Slonski, Petition No. 2022-1019.  Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 
appeared for the Department.  The Respondent did not appear.  
 
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Salvatore Diaz, to grant the 
Department’s oral motion to deem the allegations admitted. The motion passed 
unanimously.   
 



 

 

Following the close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding.    

Mary  Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Jason Blando that the respondent 

be found on all charges.  The motion passed unanimously.    

  

Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Salvatore Diaz that the 

respondent’s license be revoked.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Keave Davis, Petition No. 2022-1096.  Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina appeared for 

the Department.  The Respondent appeared and was represented by Attorney 

Ellen Costello.  Respondent’s written answer, admitting allegation 1 and denying 

allegations 2 and 3, were entered into the record. 

Attorney Costello moved to recuse board members from participating in the 
matter. Lisa Freeman moved to deny Respondent’s motion to recuse board 
members.  Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion.   The motion passed 
unanimously.  The Respondent and the Department each filed additional motions 
all of which were overruled by the Board Chair. 
 
At 11:17am, Mary Dietmann moved to enter into executive session for the 

purpose of discussing confidential academic information.  Lisa Freeman 

seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The Board returned to the 

public meeting at 12:20pm.  No motions were made, and no votes were taken 

during Executive Session. The following individuals attended the executive 

session: all members of the Board, Attorney Stacy Schulman, Attorney Alfreda 

Gaither, Attorney Aden Baume, Board Liaison Tyra Anne Peluso, Respondent 

Keave Davis and Respondent Attorney Ellen Costello, Department Attorney 

Linda Fazzina, and the Court Stenographer. 

 

Following the close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding.    

Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Salvatore Diaz, that the respondent 

be found on all charges.  Brett Prestia abstained.  The motion passed 

unanimously.    

  

Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Salvatore Diaz, to place Respondent 

on probation.  The motion was unanimously rejected.  After board discussion, 

Lisa Freeman made a new motion, seconded by Salvatore Diaz, that the 

respondent’s RN license be revoked.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

▪ Krystle Fabozzi, Petition No. 2022-748.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared 
for the Department.  The Respondent did not appear.  Lisa Freeman made a 
motion, seconded by Salvatore Diaz, to grant the Department’s oral motion to 
deem the allegations admitted. The motion passed unanimously.   
 



 

 

Following the close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding.    

Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Salvatore Diaz, that the respondent 

be found on all charges.  The motion passed unanimously.    

  

Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Salvatore Diaz, that the respondent’s 

license be revoked.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

▪ Kenisha Hieka Rose, Petition No. 2022-1119.  Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 
appeared for the Department.  The Respondent appeared, represented by 
Attorney James Demetriades.   
 

At 4:15pm, Brett Prestia moved to enter into Executive Session for the purpose 

of discussing confidential academic information.  Salvatore Diaz seconded.  The 

motion was unanimously approved.  The Board returned to the public meeting at 

5:27pm.  No motions were made, and no votes were taken during Executive 

Session. The following individuals attended the executive session: all members 

of the Board, Attorney Stacy Schulman, Attorney Alfreda Gaither, Attorney Aden 

Baume, Board Liaison Tyra Anne Peluso, Respondent Kenisha Hieka Rose and 

Respondent’s Attorney James Demetriades, Department Attorney Linda Fazzina, 

and the Court Stenographer. 

 

Following the close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding.    

Salvatore Diaz made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, that the respondent 

be found on all charges as outlined.  The motion passed unanimously.    

  

Salvatore Diaz made a motion, seconded by Brett Prestia, that the respondent’s 

RN license be revoked.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

▪ Melonie J Daley, Petition No. 2023-135.  Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan appeared 
for the Department.  Respondent appeared on her own behalf.  Brett Prestia 
moved to grant the respondent’s request to continue the hearing to November 
15, 2023, with no objection by the Department.  Lisa Freeman seconded.  The  
motion passed unanimously.   
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Brett Prestia moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:05pm.  Lisa Freeman seconded.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
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CALL TO ORDER          8:35am 

• Cynthia Arpin moved to add discussion of the site visit of Griffin Hospital to the 

agenda.  Gina Reiners seconded the motion.  Salvatore Diaz abstained.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 

• Cynthia Arpin moved to add Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges in the 

matter of Ugwunna Peter Ogugua, Petition No. 2022-1117.  Salvatore Diaz 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

• Cynthia Arpin moved to add Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges in the 

matters of Michelle Rosa-Harris, Petition Nos. 2023-483 and 2023-886.  Gina 

Reiners seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

1. CHAIR UPDATE 
The Chair informed the Board that the National Council of State Boards of Nursing 
(NCSBN) scores for the 3rd Quarter are now published. 
 



 

 

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment. 

3. MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 1, 2023, SPECIAL MEETING 
 

Jason Blando moved to approve the minutes of the November 1, 2023, special 

meeting, as presented.  Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion.  Gina Reiners and 

Cynthia Arpin abstained.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

Jason Blando moved to vacate the vote approving the minutes of the November 1, 

2023, special meeting as presented.  Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion.  Gina 

Reiners and Cynthia Arpin abstained.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

Rebecca Martinez moved to amend the minutes of the November 1, 2023, special 

meeting.  Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion.  Gina Reiners and Cynthia Arpin 

abstained.  The motion passed unanimously.   

Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the minutes of the November 1, 2023, special 

meeting, as amended.  Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion.  Gina Reiners and 

Cynthia Arpin abstained.  The motion passed unanimously. 

4. THE CONNECTICUT CENTER FOR NURSING WORKFORCE, INC. 

• Monthly update provided by Marcia Proto, Executive Director.  Linda Wagner, Co-
Chair for Deans and Directors was also present. 

 
5. SCHOOL ISSUES 

• Arizona College of Nursing. The quarterly update was provided by Susanna 
Cammarata for the Department.  Vincent Salyers and Catherine Holton appeared 
for the school.   The update was provided for informational purposes and no 
votes were taken.  

• Griffin Hospital School of Allied Health, Request for Approval of Second Location.  
Helen Smith for the Department.  Amanda Bell and Kayla Bennett appeared for 
the school to request Board approval of the second location.  Following 
discussion, Gina Reiners moved to approve a second site location in Naugatuck.  
Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion.  Salvatore Diaz recused himself.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 

6. MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 

• Ugwunna Pete Ogugua, Petition No. 2022-1117.  Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan 
appeared for the Department.  Respondent did not appear.  Gina Reiners moved 
to grant the Department’s motion to withdraw Statement of Charges.  Cynthia 
Arpin seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

• Michelle Rosa-Harris, Petition Nos. 2023-483; 2023-886.  Staff Attorney Craig 
Sullivan appeared for the Department.  Respondent did not appear.  Gina 
Reiners moved to grant the Department’s motion to withdraw Statement of 



 

 

Charges.  Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
7. MOTION TO REOPEN FACT-FINDING 

• Christopher Kay, Petition No. 2023-696.  Cynthia Arpin moved to reopen fact-
finding.  Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously 
approved.  Gina Reiners moved to modify the Board’s findings of fact.  Cynthia 
Arpin seconded the motion.  After discussion, the motion was unanimously 
approved. 

 

8. HEARINGS 

• Melonie J. Daley, Petition No. 2023-135. Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan appeared 
for the Department.  The Respondent appeared on her own behalf.   Respondent 
orally answered the Charges on the record. 
 
At 10:22, Cynthia Arpin moved to enter into executive session for the purpose of 
discussion of academic information.  Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The 
motion was unanimously approved.   
 
The Board returned to public session at 11:54am.  No motions were made, and 
no votes were taken during Executive Session. The following individuals 
attended the executive session: all members of the Board, Attorney Stacy 
Schulman, Attorney Aden Baume, Respondent Melonie Daley, Department 
Attorney Craig Sullivan, Board Liaison Tyra Anne Peluso, and the Court 
Stenographer.   
 
Gina Reiners moved to continue the hearing.  Cynthia Arpin seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

• Hearing on Removal of Lincoln Technical Institute (“LTI”) Shelton Campus, Day 
Group LPN Nursing Program.  Helen Smith appeared for the Department.  
Patricia DeLucia, Deborah Little, Ruth-Sarah Mazzaferro and Francis Giglio 
appeared on behalf of LTI.   
 
Following the close of the hearing, the Chair continued the matter to December 
6, 2023, to conduct fact-finding after Cynthia Arpin and Salvatore Diaz recused 
themselves, which resulted in a lack of quorum. 

 

• Katie Ann Martins, Reinstatement Hearing.  Petition No. 2023-313.  Staff Attorney 
Linda Fazzina appeared for the Department.  Respondent appeared on her own 
behalf.  Gina Reiners moved to continue the hearing to December 6, 2023.  
Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 

• Hearing on Removal of Porter and Chester Institute (“PCI”) Waterbury Campus, 
Evening Group LPN Nursing Program.  Sherry Geifzu and Helen Smith appeared 



 

 

for the Department.  Attorney Joan Feldman and Attorney Eric Del Pozo 
appeared on behalf of PCI.  
 
Following the close of the hearing, the Chair continued the matter to December 
6, 2023, to conduct fact-finding after Cynthia Arpin and Salvatore Diaz recused 
themselves which resulted in a lack of quorum. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:42 pm. 
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CALL TO ORDER          8:34am 

1. MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 15, 2023, REGULAR MEETING 

• Rebecca Marinez moved to approve the minutes of the November 15, 2023, 

regular meeting, as presented.  Brett Prestia seconded the motion.  Mary 

Dietmann and Brett Prestia abstained.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 

2. MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 

• Kathleen Cataford, Petition No. 2022-423.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton for the 
Department.  Mary Dietmann moved to correct the MOD.  Rebecca Martinez 
seconded the motion.  Mary Dietmann moved to approve the amended MOD.  
Rebecca Martinez seconded the motion.  Jason Blando abstained.  The motion 
was unanimously approved. 

 

3. MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 

• Kimberly A. Anglin, Petition No. 2023-1405.  Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan for the 
Department.  Respondent did not appear.  Mary Dietmann moved to grant the 



 

 

motion for summary suspension.  Rebecca Martinez seconded.  The motion was 
unanimously approved.   
 

• Christopher Kay, Petition No. 2023-1397.  Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina for the 
Department.  Respondent did not appear.  Rebecca Martinez moved to grant the 
motion for summary suspension. Mary Dietmann seconded.  The motion was 
unanimously approved. 
 

4. CONSENT ORDER 

• Victoria Paradis, Petition No. 2022-1023.  Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan for the 
Department.  Respondent did not appear.  Mary Dietmann moved to approve the 
consent order.  Brett Prestia seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
5. PRE-HEARING REVIEW 

• Jennifer Barr, Petition No. 2022-734.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton for the 
Department.  After consideration of Attorney Newton’s presentation of evidence, 
the Chair recommended that the Department proceed with a hearing. 

 
6. FACT-FINDING 

• Fact-Finding regarding Removal of Lincoln Technical Institute (“LTI”) Shelton 
Campus, Day Group LPN Nursing Program.  This matter was continued from the 
November 15, 2023, regular meeting.  Helen Smith appeared for the Department.  
Patricia DeLucia, and Deborah Little appeared on behalf of LTI.   Mary Dietmann 
moved to remove the Shelton Day Group LPN Nursing Program from the list of 
approved LPN Nursing Programs.  Brett Prestia seconded the motion.  After 
discussion by the Board, the motion passed with Chair Bouffard voting nay. 
 

• Fact-Finding regarding Removal of Porter and Chester Institute (“PCI”) 
Waterbury Campus, Evening Group LPN Nursing Program.  This matter was 
continued from the November 15, 2023, regular meeting.  Sherry Geifzu and 
Helen Smith appeared for the Department.  Attorney Joan Feldman, Attorney Eric 
Del Pozo, and Marianne Baril appeared on behalf of PCI.   Mary Dietmann 
moved to remove the Waterbury Campus, Evening Group LNP Nursing Program 
from the list of approved LPN Nursing Programs.  Rebecca Martinez seconded 
the motion.  Brett Prestia abstained.  After discussion by the Board, the motion 
passed with Chair Bouffard voting nay. 
 

7. HEARINGS 

• Melonie J. Daley, Petition No. 2023-135. Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan appeared 

for the Department.   Respondent appeared on her own behalf. This matter was 

continued from November 15, 2023.   

 

Following the close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding.  Mary 

Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Rebecca Martinez that the respondent 

be found on all charges.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 



 

 

Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Rebecca Martinez that 

Respondent’s RN license be revoked.  Jason Blando abstained.  The motion 

passed unanimously.   

 

• Katie Ann Martins, Reinstatement Hearing.  Petition No. 2023-313.  Staff Attorney 

Linda Fazzina appeared for the Department.  Respondent appeared on her own 

behalf.  This matter was continued from November 15, 2023.  

 

Following the close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding.  Mary 

Dietmann moved to deny reinstatement.  Rebecca Martinez seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

• Sheila Harrington, Petition No. 2023-271.  Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina appeared 

for the Department.  Attorney John Loconsolo appeared for the Respondent.    

This hearing was continued from October 4, 2023.   

 

Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Brett Prestia, to enter Executive 

Session for the purposes of discussion of confidential medical and treatment 

records.  The motion was approved unanimously.  The Board entered executive 

session at 11:52am.  All members of the Board, Attorney Stacy Schulman,  

Attorney Linda Fazzina,  Attorney John Loconsolo, the Respondent, Board 

Liaison Tyra Anne Peluso, and the stenographer were present during the 

executive session.  There were no votes taken during the executive session.  

Public session resumed at 12:39 pm.   

 

Following the close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding.   

Brett Prestia made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that the respondent 

be found on all charges.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Brett Prestia made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that the respondent 

be placed on probation with conditions.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

• Tracy L Rosenzweig, Petition No. 2022-859.  Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan 

appeared for the Department.  Respondent appeared on her own behalf and 

provided an answer on the record. 

 

Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Brett Prestia, to enter Executive 

Session for the purposes of discussion of confidential medical and treatment 

records.  The motion was approved unanimously.  The Board entered executive 

session at 1:42 pm.  All members of the Board, Attorney Stacy Schulman,  

Attorney Craig Sullivan, the Respondent,, Board Liaison Tyra Anne Peluso, and 

the stenographer were present during the executive session.  There were no 

votes taken during the executive session.  Public session resumed at 2:01pm.   



 

 

 

The Department moved to amend the Statement of Charges.  After discussion, 

Lisa Freeman moved to approve the amended Statement of Charges.  Brett 

Prestia seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Jason Blando voting nay. 

 

Following the close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding.  Jason 

Blando made a motion, seconded by Rebecca Martinez, that the respondent be 

found on all charges.  Lisa Freeman abstained.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Jason Blando made a motion, seconded by Brett Prestia that the respondent be 

placed on probation with conditions.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

• Alan Y Manubag, Petition No. 2022-699.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared 

for the Department.  Respondent appeared on his own behalf and provided an 

answer on the record.  

 

Following the close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding.  Brett Prestia 

made a motion, seconded by Rebecca Martinez that the respondent be found on 

all charges.  The motion was approved unanimously.   

 

Brett Prestia made a motion, seconded by Jason Blando, that the respondent be 

placed on probation with conditions.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Rebecca Martinez made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Lisa 
Freeman.  The meeting was adjourned at  4:39pm. 
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CALL TO ORDER          8:33 am 

• Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Cindy Arpin, to remove the Antoinette 

Morris hearing from the agenda.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 

• A moment of silence was observed for Joyce Grayson, a Connecticut nurse 
tragically killed performing her duties in October. 

 

 

1. MINUTES OF DECEMBER 6, 2023, SPECIAL MEETING 

• Rebecca Martinez moved to approve the minutes of the December 6, 2023, 
special meeting, as presented.  Lisa Freeman seconded the motion.  Gina 
Reiners and Salvatore Diaz abstained.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

  



 

 

 

2. CHAIR UPDATE 

• The 2024 Regular Meeting Dates were reviewed: 
January 3 January 17  July 3   July 17 
February 7 February 21  August 7  August 21 
March 6 March 20  September 4  September 18 
April 3  April 17  October 2  October 16 
May 1  May 15  November 6  November 20 
June  5 June 19  December 4  December 18  
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

• There was no public comment. 
 
4. THE CONNECTICUT CENTER FOR NURSING WORKFORCE, INC.  

• Monthly update provided by Linda Wagner, Co-Chair for Deans and Directors 
and Marcia Proto, Executive Director. 

 
5. SCHOOL ISSUES 

• Porter and Chester Institute (PCI). Sherry Greifzu appeared for the school and 

informed the Board about PCI's response to an anonymous letter dated August 7, 

2023. The response pertained to individual students' concerns about PCI's 

corrective action plan approved by the Board at its October 18, 2023, meeting.   

• University of Bridgeport. Linda Wagner appeared for the school and provided 

verbal notice of intent to establish an Associate Degree in Nursing/ADN program. 

 

6. MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 

• Christopher J. Kay, RN*, Petition No. 2023-696.  Gina Reiners moved to approve 
the MOD as presented.  Lisa Freeman seconded the motion.  The motion was 
unanimously approved. 
 

7. MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 

•  Krysbeth Jean, RN, Petition No. 2022-1106.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
appeared for the Department.  Respondent did not appear.  Lisa Freeman moved 
to grant the motion to withdraw the statement of charges.  Rebecca Martinez 
seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

• Antoinette Morris, RN*, Petition No. 2022-1115.  Staff Attorney Craig Sullivan 
appeared for the Department.  Respondent did not appear.  Rebecca Martinez 
moved to grant the motion to withdraw the statement of charges.  Gina Reiners 
seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
8. DEPARTMENT PRESENTATION OF REINSTATEMENT CONSENT ORDER 

• Fernando  Roldan, Unlicensed RN, Petition No. 2021-786.  Staff Attorney Craig 
Sullivan appeared for the Department.  Respondent appeared on his own behalf.  
A discussion by the Board as to the terms of the consent order followed a 
presentation by Attorney Sullivan.  No votes were taken. 

 



 

 

9. PRE-HEARING REVIEW 

• Sarah Valentine, LPN, Petition No. 2023-335.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
appeared for the Department.  Respondent appeared on her own behalf.  The 
Board recommended the matter proceed to hearing following a presentation by 
Attorney Newton.  No votes were taken. 
 

10. HEARINGS 

• Christopher J. Kay, RN*, Petition No. 2023-1397.  Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 
appeared for the Department.  Respondent did not appear.   Gina Reiners moved 
to grant Attorney Fazzina’s motion to deem the allegations admitted.  Lisa 
Freeman seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.   
 
Following the close of hearing the Board conducted fact-finding.  Gina Reiners 
made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, that the respondent be found on all 
charges.  The motion passed unanimously.   
  
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, that respondent’s 
license be revoked.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 

• Jennifer Barr, RN*, Petition No. 2022-734. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared 
for the Department.  Attorney Gretchen Randall appeared for the Respondent.     
 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Rebecca Martinez, to enter Executive 
Session for the purpose of discussing confidential medical and treatment 
records.    The motion was approved unanimously.  The Board entered executive 
session at 10:04 a.m.  All members of the Board, Attorney Stacy Schulman, 
Attorney Newton, Attorney Gretchen Randall, the Respondent, Board Liaison 
Tyra Anne Peluso, and the stenographer were present during executive session.  
There were no votes taken during the executive session.  Public session 
resumed at 10:33 a.m. 
 
Following the close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding.  Gina 
Reiners made a motion, seconded by Cindy Arpin, that respondent be found on 
charges 1, 2, 3, and 5.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, that the responded be 
placed on probation with conditions.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Cindy Arpin made a motion, seconded by Rebecca Martinez, to vacate the 
summary suspension.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
ADJOURNMENT  

• Rebecca Martinez made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Lisa 
Freeman.  The meeting was adjourned at  10:56 a.m. 
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