
 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on January 15, 2020 at the Legislative Office 
Building, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut in room 2A. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Jason Blando, Public Member 

     Mary M. Brown, RN 

     Elizaida Delgado, LPN 

     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 

     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  Jennifer Long, APRN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Alfreda Gaither, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

     Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 

     Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH 

     Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
     Agnieszka Salek, Hearings Liaison, DPH 
     Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m. 
 
STUDENTS 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from the Tunxis Community College Medical Assistant 
Program. 

 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Nothing to Report 
 

OPEN FORUM 
Nothing to Report 
 

NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 
 
Attendance at the mid- year meeting was discussed.  Interested Board members were asked to 
contact Dana Dalton, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
 

MINUTES 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to approve the minutes from  
November 20, 2019.  The motion passed with all in favor except Geraldine Marrocco who 
abstained. 
 
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to approve the minutes from 
December 18, 2019 meeting.   The motion passed with all in favor except Elizaida Delgado who 
abstained. 
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SCHOOL ISSUES 

A. Central Connecticut State University – Approval of Interim Director of Nursing 

Catherine Thomas was present on behalf of Central Connecticut State University. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to approve Catherine 
Thomas as the Interim Director of Nursing.  The motion passed unanimously 

 
Mary Brown arrived at 9:00 a.m. 

 
B. Porter & Chester Institute – Plan of Correction 

Debra Hessell, Nancy Brunet and Elizabeth Rodriguez were present from Porter & Chester 
Institute.  Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH, provided a synopsis of the Porter & Chester’s 
plan of correction monthly update. 
Ms. Hessell, Ms. Brunet and Ms. Rodriquez answered questions from the Board. 
The Board identified areas of concern and requested additional information at the monthly 
updates. 
 

C. Sacred Heart University 

• Temporary Waiver Request 
Mary Alice Donius and Elizabeth Denney were present from Sacred Heart University. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to grant a temporary waiver 
request for Brianna Lutz, RN, BSN. 
The motion passed with all in favor. 
Mary Dietmann and Jason Blando recused themselves from the discussion and vote. 
 

• Proposal for a Second Degree Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing Program 
Mary Alice Donius, Dean, Sacred Heart University, Dr. Susan L. Davis, RN, & Richard J. Henley 
College of Nursing were present for Sacred Heart University. 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided an overview Sacred Heart University's feasibility 
study. Ms. Donius answered questions from the Board. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to accept the feasibility study. 
The motion passed with all in favor. 
Mary Dietmann and Jason Blando recused themselves from the discussion and vote. 
 

D. Norwalk Community College – Reappointment of Interim Director of Nursing and Allied Health 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH explained the request for reappointment. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to approve the 
reappointment of Carol Yoder as the Interim Director of Nursing and Allied Health.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health during December, 2019. 
38 calls were received in October. 

 
LICENSE REINSTATEMENT REQUESTS 

Joshua Klies, LPN 
Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH presented a license reinstatement request 
regarding Joshua Klies, LPN. 
Following review, the Board concurred with the DPH recommendation that recommended 
reinstatement to probation for four years with drug alcohol screening, employer and therapist 
reporting, no solo practice, and support group attendance. 
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MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 

Daisy Acosta, LPN - Petition No: 2019-1379 
Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 
Daisy Acosta.  Ms. Acosta was not present and was not represented. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that 
respondent’s continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, 
safety and welfare.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for 
February 19, 2020. 
 
Amanda Hart, RN - Petition No: 2019-1360 

Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension and an 
Amended Statement of Charges for Amanda Hart.  Ms. Hart was present but was not 
represented by counsel. 
Mary Dietmann moved, and Mary Brown seconded to grant the DPH motion to amend the 
Statement of Charges. 
Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that 
respondent’s continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, 
safety and welfare.  The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously. 
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for 
February 19, 2020.  A copy of the Summary Suspension Order, which included the hearing date, 
was provided to Ms. Hart. 
 

PRE_HEARING REVIEW 
Jill Cavanaugh, RN - Petition No: 2018-443 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented a pre-hearing review packet in this matter.  
Ms. Cavanaugh was present with Attorney Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt. 
Following review the Board recommended a reprimand, probation for a period of one year with 
quarterly employer reports, quarterly reports from respondent's pulmonologist, and no solo 
practice. 
 

CONSENT ORDERS 
Tabitha Banker, LPN - Petition No: 2018-557 
Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Tabitha Banker, LPN. 
Ms. Banker was present with Attorney Cody Gaumieri. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order for 
discussion. 
Following discussion the Board unanimously voted to reject the Consent Order as written. 
The Board suggested that employer reports every two months be added to the proposed terms 
of probation. 
 
Elaine Simms-Walton, RN - Petition No: 2019-834 

Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Elaine Simms-Walton, RN. 
Ms. Simms-Walton was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order 
The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order which imposes a reprimand 
and a six month probation. 
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Luz Asto, LPN - Petition No: 2018-133 

Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Luz Asto, LPN. 
Ms. Asto was present and was represented by counsel. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order 
The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order which imposes a reprimand. 
 
Rosemary Franco, RN - Petition No: 2018-134 

Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Rosemary Franco, RN. 
Ms. Franco was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order 
The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order which imposes a reprimand. 
 
Ashley Lambert, LPN - Petition No: 2018-537 

Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Ashley Lambert, LPN. 
Ms. Lambert was present but was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Brown moved, and Geraldine Marrocco seconded, to approve the Consent Order as 
edited. 
The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order which imposes probation for 
a period of four years. 
 
Susan Romatzick, RN - Petition No: 2019-628 

Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Susan Romatzick, RN. 
Ms. Romatzick was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Brown moved, and Geraldine Marrocco seconded, to approve the Consent Order for 
discussion. 
Following discussion the Board unanimously voted to reject the Consent Order as written. 
The Board suggested that completion of course work pertaining to pediatric assessment and 
trauma be added. 
 

MOTION TO SUPPLEMENT THE ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD 
Melissa Eccles, LPN - Petition No. 2018-123 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent 
was present but was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Brown moved and Mary Dietmann seconded, to grant the Department of Public Health's 
motion to supplement the administrative record.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

FACT_FINDING 
Melissa Eccles, LPN - Petition No. 2018-123 
Mary Brown moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded, to add fact-finding in this matter to the 
agenda.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, to find respondent on all charges.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded, that respondent's license remain 
suspended until the receipt of a negative chain of custody urine screen for alcohol and drugs; 
that respondent's license be reprimanded, and placed on probation for a period of six months 
during which respondent must successfully complete a course pertaining to medication 
administration. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
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HEARINGS 
Kaitlyn Sutton, RN - Petition No. 2018-1301 

Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent 
was not present and was not represented. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, that the Board grant the 
Department of Public Health’s oral motion to deem the allegations admitted based on an Answer 
to the Statement of Charges not being filed.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Brown moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Sutton be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Sutton’s license be revoked.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

Geraldine Marrocco left for the day at 12:00 noon. 
 
Christopher Kay, RN - Petition No. 2019-97 

Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
present with Attorney Richard Brown. 
 

Gina Reiners arrived at 1:05 p.m. 
 
Mary Dietmann moved, and Mary Brown seconded to enter executive session to obtain 
testimony regarding confidential treatment records from respondent.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  No motions were made and no votes were taken during executive session. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Brown moved, and Lisa Freeman seconded that Mr. Kay be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved, and Gina Reiners seconded that Mr. Kay’s license be placed on probation 
with conditions for a period of four years.  The motion passed unanimously. 
The record will remain open for the receipt of a report from Mr. Kay’s therapist. 
 
Concetta Mancini, RN - Petition No. 2019-701 

Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent 
was present with Attorney John D’Ambrosio 

Testimony was provided by Lavita Sookram, RN, Department of Public Health and by 
respondent.   
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded that paragraphs 1 and 2 of the Statement 
of Charges were proven, but paragraphs 3, 4, 5 and 6 were not proven.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded that this matter be dismissed.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, that the Summary Suspension of 
respondent’s registered nurse license, ordered on October 16, 2019, be vacated immediately 
and that respondents’ license be reinstated to probation pursuant to a September 20, 2017 
Consent Order.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting 
at 4:08 p.m. 

 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on February 19, 2020 at the Department of Public 
Health Complex, 410 - 470 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut in room 470 A/B. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Jason Blando, Public Member 

     Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
     Jennifer Long, APRN 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  Elizaida Delgado, LPN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 
     Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Agnieszka Salek, Hearings Liaison, DPH 
     Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m. 
 
STUDENTS 
 
 
CHAIR UPDATES  
Nothing to Report 
 
OPEN FORUM  
Nothing to Report 
 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING  
 
Save a Date for the  20th Annual Meeting on August 12 to 14, 2020 in Chicago. 

 
Chair Bouffard participated in an education consultant call. regarding substance abuse disorder and 
legalized marijuana use. Mary D. and Chair Bouffard registered for a webinar held on February 4th: Nurses 
Educational Approval Guidelines Virtual Conference.   A summary of the research methods was provided 
followed by a discussion on the findings. The 42 State Study Survey demonstrated how boards of nursing 
could approve pre-licensure programs, using more than just NCLEX scores.  Chair Bouffard will forward 
the study to Helen, all board members, and Marcia at CT League for Nursing who does our survey to 
change or add some of the questions for educational programs that we send out at the end of the year.   
 
MINUTES 
Gina M. Reiners made a motion as corrected, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to approve the minutes from  
January 15, 2020.  The motion passed with all in favor.  



           PAGE 2 of 4 
 

SCHOOL ISSUES 
A. Godwin University – Name Change 

 
Goodwin College has changed its name, it is now Goodwin University.  
 

Geraldine Marrocco arrived at 8:50 am  
 

B. Lincoln Technical Institute 
Patricia DeLucia was present from Lincoln Technical Institute  
Gina M. Reiners made a motion to approve Patricia DeLucia, RN, MSN as Corporate Dean of 
Nursing for Lincoln Technical Institute, seconded by Mary Dietmann.   All in favor. The motion 
passed unanimously.  
 

C. Porter & Chester Institute – Plan of Correction – Monthly update 
Debra Hessell and Nancy Brunet were present from Porter & Chester Institute.  Helen Smith, 
Nurse Consultant, DPH, provided a synopsis of the Porter & Chester’s plan of correction monthly 
update. 
Ms. Hessell and Ms. Brunet answered questions from the Board. 
 

Lisa Freeman arrived at 9:18 am 
 

D. Southern Connecticut State University – Approval Interim Director of Nursing 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion to approve Susan Westrick, JD ,MS, RN as Interim Director of 
Nursing, seconded by Lisa Freeman.   The motion passed unanimously.    
 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health during January, 2020.   67 calls were received in 
January. 
 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION 
Jennifer Rivers-Biltcliffe, L.P.N. - Petition No. 2017-1043 
The Board reviewed the draft decision in this matter and determined that course work relating 
documentation/chart review needs to be added.  An amended draft decision will be reviewed at the 
next meeting. 

 
LICENSE REINSTATEMENT HEARING REQUEST 

Natalie Primini, LPN 
Ms. Primini was present but was not represented. 
The Board reviewed a request for a reinstatement hearing from Ms. Primini, whose licensed 
practical nurse license was revoked effective April 20, 2014.  Lisa Freeman made a motion, 
seconded by Gina M. Reiners, to grant Ms. Primini a reinstatement hearing.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

CONSENT ORDERS 
Buenna Neupavre, LPN - Petition No: 2019-477 
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter 
of Buenna Neupavre, LPN. 
Ms. Neupavre was present and represented by Michael Brown, Esq.  
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order.   The motion 
passed.  Chair Bouffard opposed.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order which imposes a reprimand, a 
six month probation and a $1000.00 civil penalty. 



          PAGE 3 of 4 
 
Dianne Mealy, RN - Petition No: 2019-835 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Dianne Mealy, RN. 
Ms. Mealy was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
The board requested that the investigative report be presented for review.  This matter will be 
reviewed at the next meeting.  
 
Christopher Vallas, RN - Petition No: 2017-638 
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter 
of Christopher Vallas, RN.  
Mr. Vallas was present with Attorney John D’Ambrosio.  Jennifer Long moved and Mary Dietmann 
seconded, to approve the Consent Order.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed 
the Order which imposes a reprimand. 
 
Carissa Kelly, RN, AP RN - Petition Nos: 2019-1023; 2019-1025 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Dianne Mealy, RN. 
Ms. Kelly was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Brown moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order.  Approval of the 
Consent Order failed unanimously.  The board requested that the full investigative report from 
Massachusetts be presented for review.  
 
Jane Buckley, APRN - Petition No: 2018-725 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter 
of Jane Buckley, APRN. 
Ms. Buckley was not present.  Geraldine Marrocco moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, to 
approve the Consent Order.   Lisa Freeman was opposed.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order which 
imposes a reprimand, a $500.00 civil penalty, and probation for one year with a 20% records 
review. 
 

HEARINGS 
Daisy Acosta RN - Petition No. 2019-1379 
Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
not present and was not represented. 
Gina M. Reiners made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, that the Board grant the 
Department of Public Health’s oral motion to deem the allegations admitted based on an Answer to 
the Statement of Charges not being filed.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina M. Reiners moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded that Ms. Acosta be found as charged.   
The motion passed unanimously.  
Gina M. Reiners moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded that Ms. Acosta’s license be revoked.  
The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Amanda Hart, RN - Petition No. 2019-1360 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
present but was not represented. 
Gina M. Reiners moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded that Ms. Hart be found as charged.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina M. Reiners moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded that Ms. Hart’s license be placed on 
probation with conditions for a period of four years.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina M. Reiners made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to vacate the summary 
suspension of respondent’s license.  The motion passed with all in favor except Jason Blando who 
was opposed.  
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Cynthia Riley, RN - Petition No. 2019-1131 
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
present with Attorney John D’Ambrosio.  
 

Gina M. Reiners left @ 1:20 pm.  
 

Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Brown moved and Jennifer Long seconded that paragraphs 1, 2, 7, 8 & 9 were proven, but 
paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 6, and 10 were not proven.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Geraldine Marrocco left @ 2:19 pm  
 

Mary Brown moved and Jennifer Long seconded that Ms. Riley continue with probation as set forth 
in a June 20, 2019 Consent Order, with increased employer reports.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to vacate the summary suspension of 
respondent’s license.  The motion passed unanimously.   
 
Kandance Edmondson. RN - Petition No. 2019-725 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
not present and was not represented. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to continue the hearing to determine 
proof of service.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Laura McCauly. RN - Petition No. 2019-313 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
not present and was not represented. 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to resend the Notice of hearing to 
determine proof of service.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Jasmine Quinones, LPN - Petition No. 2018-1406 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
present but was not represented. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to enter executive session to obtain 
evidence relating to confidential treatment records.  The motion passed unanimously.  No motions 
were made and no votes were taken during executive session. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Lisa Freeman moved and Mary Brown seconded that Ms. Quinones be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Lisa Freeman moved and Mary Brown seconded that Ms. Quinones’ license be suspended for 
6 months followed by probation for a period of 4 years.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Nichelle Robinson, RN - Petition No. 2018-1078 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
present but was not represented.    
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Brown moved, and Lisa Freeman seconded that paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4 a, 5, 6, 7, 8 & 10 were 
proven, but paragraphs 4 b and 9 were not proven.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved, and Lisa Freeman seconded that Ms. Robinson’s license be reprimanded, and 
placed on probation for a period of six months, for completion of course work in professional ethics 
and medication documentation.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 4:45 p.m. 

 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 



 

The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on March 18, 2020 at the Department of Public 
Health 410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut in the third floor hearing room. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Jason Blando, Public Member – via telephone 

     Elizaida Delgado, LPN – via telephone 
     Mary Dietmann, RN – via telephone 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member – via telephone 
     Jennifer Long, APRN – via telephone 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN – via telephone 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN – via telephone 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  Mary M. Brown, RN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 
     Janet Brancifort, Public Health Services Manager, DPH 
     Dana Dalton, RN, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH – via telephone 
     Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH – via telephone 
     Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Jeffrey Kardys, Board Liaison, DPH 
     Agnieszka Salek, Hearings Liaison, DPH – via telephone 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES  
Nothing to Report 
 
OPEN FORUM  

Bianca Simonera, a former student at the Porter & Chester Waterbury campus addressed the 
Board as to her dismissal form Porter & Chester. 
Debra Hessell and Philp Krebes were present by telephone from Porter & Chester.  They will 
communicate further with Ms. Simonera. 

 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING  

Geraldine Marrocco, Mary Dietmann and Chair Bouffard participated in a Nurse Education 
Committee webinar. 

 
MINUTES 

Gina M. Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to approve the minutes from  
February 19, 2020 as edited.  The motion passed with all in favor except Elizaida Delgado who 
abstained. 

 
SCHOOL ISSUES 

COVID-19 
The Board had discussion with representatives of Connecticut registered nurse and practical nurse 
programs regarding issues resulting from restrictions related to COVID-19 and how the restrictions 
will impact clinical training for nursing students. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann that in accordance with section  
20-90-47(d) of the regulations for nursing education programs, that the Board endorses and 
approves alternative methods for programs to provide flexibility to senior nursing students to meet 
clinical requirements, as provided in section 20-90-52(c), for respective program graduation and 
NCLEX-RN eligibility.  The motion passed unanimously.
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Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, that the Board authorizes the 
approval of major curriculum changes, as set forth in section 20-90-47(d) of the regulations for 
nursing education programs, prior to a comprehensive plan being presented to the Board for 
review prior to the implementation of changes.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Sacred Heart University 
May Donius was present by telephone on behalf of Sacred Heart University. 
Helen Smith, RN reported on a 03/03/2020 a visit to Sacred Heart University College of Nursing 
subsequent to the approval of the Second Degree Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
Program.  
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to approve the results from the 
site visit. 
The motion passed with all in favor except Mary Dietmann and Jason Blando who abstained. 
 
Porter & Chester Institute – Plan of Correction – Monthly update 
Philip Krebes, Debra Hessell and Joan Feldman, Esq. were present by telephone on behalf of 
Porter & Chester. 
Helen Smith, RN reported on site visits to Porter & Chester campuses and the monthly plan of 
correction update.  Mr. Krebes expressed concerns with the report by Ms. Smith. 
The Board requested that Porter & Chester provide a detailed written response to the report by Ms. 
Smith. 

 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 

Jennifer Rivers-Biltcliffe, LPN - Petition No. 2017-1043 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to affirm the Board’s decision placing 
Ms. Rivers-Biltcliff’s license on probation for a period of one year.  The motion passed with all in 
favor except Elizaida Delgado who abstained.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Greg Ulrich, RN – Petition No.2018-255 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to affirm the Board’s decision dismissing 
the charges against Mr. Ulrich.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 

LICENSE REINSTATEMENT REQUEST 
Margaret Weiss, RN 
Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH, presented a license reinstatement request for 
Margaret Weiss, RN.  
Following review, the Board concurred with the DPH recommendation that Ms. Weiss’ license be 
reinstated to probation for a period of four years with conditions including drug/alcohol screening, 
therapy and employer evaluations, and attendance at AA/NA meetings, completion of a refresher 
program and passing the NCLEX examination. 
 

MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Karina Francis, RN - Petition No. 2020-157 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Karina 
Francis.  Ms. Francis was not present and was not represented. 
Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that 
respondent’s continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety 
and welfare.  The motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard 
signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for April 15, 2020. 
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Colleen Gallagher, LPN - Petition No. 2020-76 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 
Colleen Gallagher.  Ms. Gallagher was not present and was not represented. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that 
respondent’s continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety 
and welfare.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  Chair 
Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for April 15, 2020. 
 
Vanessa Clough, RN - Petition No: 2020 111   
Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented the Board with a Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges 
in Lieu of the Motion for Summary Suspension for Vanessa Clough.  Ms. Clough was not present 
and was not represented. 
Ms. Clough surrendered her license on March 16, 2020.  Geraldine Marrocco moved to grant the 
Department’s Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges.  The motion was seconded by Mary 
Dietmann and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Motion to Withdraw Statement of 
Charges. 

 
CONSENT ORDERS 

Dianne Mealy, RN - Petition No: 2019-835 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Dianne Mealy, RN. 
Ms. Mealy was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order.   The motion 
passed.   Chair Bouffard signed the Order which imposes a reprimand and probation for a period of 
six months. 
 
Tabitha Banker, LPN -  Petition No: 2018-557 
Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Tabatha Banker, LPN.  
Ms. Banker was present by telephone with Attorney Cody Guarnieri. 
This matter will be added to the April agenda after edits are made. 
 
Jill Cavanaugh, RN - Petition No: 2018-443 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Jill Cavanaugh, RN. 
Ms. Cavanaugh and her attorney were not present. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Lisa Freeman seconded, to approve the Consent Order.  The motion 
passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order which imposes a reprimand and probation 
for a period of one year. 
 
Susan Romatzick, RN - Petition No. 2019-628 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Susan Romatzick, RN.  Ms. Romatzick was present by telephone. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order.   The 
motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order which imposes a reprimand and 
probation for a period of six months 
 
William Meister, RN - Petition No: 2018-733 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of William Meister, RN.  Attorney John Denver was present by telephone on behalf of Mr. 
Meister. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved, and Jennifer Long seconded, to approve the Consent Order.   The 
motion passed.   Chair Bouffard signed the Order which imposes probation for a period of four 
years. 
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HEARINGS 
Judith Cullen, RN - Petition No. 2016- 1160 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney was present by telephone for the Department of Public Health.  
Judith Cullen was present by telephone but was not represented. 
Gina M. Reiners made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to grant Ms. Cullen’s request to 
modify the frequency of urine screens required by an April 17, 2017 Memorandum of Decision  
The motion was made on the record and passed unanimously.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 
11:56 a.m. 

 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 



 

The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting by telephone conference on April 15, 2020 originating 
from the Department of Public Health 410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut in the third floor hearing room. 
  

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair – via telephone 

Jason Blando, Public Member – via telephone  
Mary M. Brown, RN –via telephone 

Elizaida Delgado, LPN – via telephone  
Mary Dietmann, RN – via telephone  
Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member – via telephone  
Jennifer Long, APRN – via telephone  
Geraldine Marrocco, RN – via telephone  
Gina M. Reiners, RN – via telephone  

  
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: None 

  
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH – via telephone 

Dana Dalton, RN, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH – via telephone 

Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH – via telephone 

Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH – via telephone  
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH – via telephone  
Jeffrey Kardys, Board Liaison, DPH – via telephone  
Agnieszka Salek, Hearings Liaison, DPH – via telephone  

  
The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m.  
  
CHAIR UPDATES 

Nothing to Report  
  
OPEN FORUM  

Attorney Joan Feldman, Shipman and Goodwin inquired as to whether the March 18, 2020 board 
meeting was recorded pursuant to Executive Order 7B. 
Board Liaison Jeffrey Kardys reported that a recording was not made. 

  
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING   

Chair Bouffard and Dana Dalton reported on the mid-year meeting they attended in Boston from 
March 3-5, 2020. 

  
MINUTES  

Gina M. Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to approve the minutes from March 18, 
2020.  The motion passed with all in favor except Mary Brown who abstained.  

  
SCHOOL ISSUES  

COVID-19  

• Connecticut League for Nursing – Expansion of Alternate Clinical Placement 
The Board had discussion with representatives from the Connecticut League for Nursing and Council of 
Deans & Directors members regarding issues resulting from restrictions related to COVID-19 and the 
impact on clinical training for nursing students in registered nurse programs, and the impact on NCLEX 
testing. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that the Board support registered 
nurse educational programs in good standing efforts to exercise maximum flexibility using creative 
clinical educational methods (not to exceed more than 50% in total overall clinical hours) to meet the 
program outcomes of students enrolled in nursing programs until the restrictions are lifted for clinical 
settings due to COVID -19.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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• NCLEX Testing 
There was discussion regarding the closure of testing facilities in Connecticut due the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
The Board strongly suggested that DPH investigate this situation and communicate to the National 
Council of State Boards of Nursing and the Governor’s Office that these centers are essential and need 
to be opened to accommodate the 2020 pool of nursing graduates. 
 

• Nurses Education Statistics 
Marsha Proto, Connecticut League for Nursing presented statistics for the pre-licensure registered 
nurse and practical nurse programs in Connecticut. 
 

• Lincoln Technical Institute – Request to use virtual clinical experiences 
Patricia DeLucia was present on behalf of Lincoln Technical Institute. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to recommend to the Commissioner 
of the Department of Public Health, the waiver of the requirements of section 20-90-55 of the 
Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies and approve the contingency plan put forth by Lincoln Tech. 
to complete the clinical requirement for those students graduating in May and July 2020. (The plan 
replaces a portion of the required 750 hours of direct patient care with virtual clinical experiences). The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Porter & Chester Institute – Plan of Correction – Monthly update  
Debra Hessell, Philip Krebes, Nancy Brunette, Elizabeth Rodriguez, Jay Bologa, Sherry Greifzu; and 
Joan Feldman, Esq. were present by telephone on behalf of Porter & Chester. 
Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH reported on information submitted by Porter & Chester since 
the March 18, 2020 meeting. 
Ms. Hessel and Ms. Greifzu addressed the issues that have been a concern at Porter & Chester.   
A student from Porter & Chester also addressed the Board. 
The Board requested that comments by Ms. Hessel and Ms. Greifzu be reduced to writing and sent to 
the Board. 
 

MEMORANDUM OF DECISION  
Brian Gross, RN - Petition No. 2019-536  
Gina Reiner made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to affirm the Board’s decision revoking the 
registered nurse license of Brian Gross.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Laura Kisatsky, RN - Petition No. 2018-1416  
Gina Reiner made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to adopt the Memorandum of Decision, as 
edited, which extends the period of probation of Ms. Kisatsky’s registered nurse license.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

Danielle Miranda, RN - Petition No. 2019-87 

Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to adopt the Memorandum of Decision 
which imposes probation of Ms. Miranda’s registered nurse license for a period of four years.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
There was discussion concerning the ability of nurses who are on probation, during the COVID-19 
pandemic, being able to comply with probationary terms that require attendance at meetings and/or 
submitting to random observed screening.  Attorney Schulman and Dana Dalton indicated that the 
Department of Public Health is looking into these issues. 
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Charlene Zikaras, RN - Petition No. 2019-522 

Gina Reiner made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to adopt the Memorandum of Decision, as 
edited, which imposes a three month suspension, probation for a period of four years and a $200.00 
civil penalty.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION  
Heather Spaulding, RN - Petition No. 2019-1224 

Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Heather 
Spaulding.  Ms. Spaulding was not present and was not represented. 
Mary Brown moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco and passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled for 
May 20, 2020. 

 

CONSENT ORDERS  
Carissa Kelly, RN, APRN - Petition No: 2019-1025 

Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Carissa Kelly, RN.  
Ms. Kelly was not present and was not represented by counsel.  
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes a 
reprimand. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Milagros Narido, RN - Petition No: 2019-1055  
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Milagros Narido, RN.  
Ms. Narido was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Brown moved, and Gina Reiners seconded, to approve the Consent Order.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order which imposes a reprimand and probation for a period of 
one year.  
 

PREHEARING REVIEW 

Kimberly Smith, RN - Petition No: 2019-592 

Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a prehearing review packet in the 
matter of Kimberly Smith, RN.   
Ms. Smith was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Due to insufficient information to make a decision, the Board recommended that the Department 
consider filing a motion for Summary Suspension and that this matter be scheduled for a hearing. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 12:35 p.m. 

 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair  
Board of Examiners for Nursing  
 



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting by telephone conference on May 20, 2020 originating 
from the Department of Public Health 410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
Jason Blando, Public Member  
Mary M. Brown, RN 
Elizaida Delgado, LPN  
Mary Dietmann, RN  
Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member  
Jennifer Long, APRN  
Gina M. Reiners, RN  

 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Jeffrey Kardys, Board Liaison, DPH  
Agnieszka Salek, Hearings Liaison, DPH  

  
The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m.  
  
CHAIR UPDATES 
Nothing to Report  
  
OPEN FORUM  

A student from Porter & Chester addressed the Board in support of Porter & Chester’s plan for virtual 
clinical experiences. 

 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

Chair Bouffard and Mary Dietmann reported on modifications by NCSBN to NCLEX testing. 
 
MINUTES  

Gina M. Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freemen, to approve the minutes from April 15, 2020.  
The motion passed unanimously. 

 
SCOPE OF PRACTICE 

Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires received 
by the Department of Public Health during April, 2020.   27 calls were received in April. 

 
SCHOOL ISSUES  

• Excelsior College 
Helen Smith reported that the Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN) denied 
continuing accreditation to the Associate Degree Nursing program at Excelsior College on 03/18-
19/2020.  The College has appealed the decision and in accordance with ACEN policy this Associate 
Degree Nursing program will remain accredited pending the appeal process. 
Attorney Mike Bucciano addressed the Board on behalf of Excelsior College regarding this issue. 
 

• South Dakota State University 
Helen Smith reported that as of 05/04/2020 South Dakota State University (SDSU) will provide an option 
for participants in the RN & LPN Refresher program to complete online simulation for the required clinical 
experience. This option is temporary, and the participants cannot have any current disciplinary action(s) 
with their Board of Nursing including orders, stipulation agreements or probationary terms. 
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• NCLEX Test Results 
Helen Smith gave a report of the NCLEX results from May 1, 2019 through April 30, 2020.  The programs 
that fell below the 80 percent pass rate will be notified to submit a plan of correction to the Board. 
 

• Lincoln Technical Institute – Request to use virtual clinical experiences 
1) Virtual Clinical Experiences  

Patricia DeLucia and Deborah Little were present for Lincoln Technical Institute.  The Board 
reviewed additional information pertaining to the request for virtual clinical experiences for the 
May and July graduates which was initial presented at the April meeting.  Stacy Schulman 
commented that the Commissioner of the Department of Public Health has not yet issued an Order 
in this matter based on the Board’s April recommendation. 

2) Program Administrator Report   
The Board reviewed a report submitted by Patricia DeLucia concerning the performance of 
Deborah Little as well as an updated organizational chart. 

3) Director of Nursing – New Britain Campus   
Salvatore Diaz was present for this discussion. 
Lisa Freeman made a motion seconded by Mary Dietmann to approve Mr. Diaz as the Director of 
Nursing for the Lincoln Technical Institute, New Britain Campus.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

• Porter & Chester Institute 
Debra Hessell, Philip Krebes, Nancy Brunette, Elizabeth Rodriguez, Jay Bologa, Sherry Greifzu; and 
Joan Feldman, Esq. were present on behalf of Porter & Chester. 
1) Plan of Correction – Monthly update 

Porter & Chester provided additional information to supplement that which was presented at the 
April 15, 2020 meeting. 

2) Request for Virtual Clinical Simulation  
The Board reviewed information pertaining to a request for virtual simulation to accommodate 
approximately 65-70 students who were unable to graduate in April 2020, due to the inability to 
complete their required clinical hours brought about by the current COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Mary Dietmann left the meeting at 10:43 a.m. 
 
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Elizaida Delgado, to recommend to the 
Commissioner of the Department of Public Health, the waiver of the requirements of section  
20-90-55 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies to allow the request for virtual 
simulation for students, who have completed the regulatory requirements of 750 hours, to 
complete Porter & Chester’s requirements for 798 hours of clinical experience for graduation. 
Following extensive discussion Gina Reiners voted in favor of the motion.  Elizaida Delgado, 
Mary Brown, Jason Blando, Lisa Freeman, Jennifer Long and Chair Bouffard were opposed. 
 

MEMORANDUM OF DECISION  
Rene Cottrill, RN - Petition No. 2019-896  
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to affirm the Board’s decision revoking the 
registered nurse license of Rene Cottrill.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Melissa Eccles, LPN - Petition No. 2018-123 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to adopt the Memorandum of Decision which 
imposes a probation of Ms. Eccles’s Licensed practical nurse license.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Ms. Eccles was present and addressed the Board regarding the decision. 
 
Dana Kendrick, RN – Reinstatement Request 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to adopt the Memorandum of Decision which 
reinstates of Ms. Kendrick’s registered nurse license without conditions.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  
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Tammy Piccirillo, LPN - Petition No. 2019-839 
Gina Reiner made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to affirm the Board’s decision revoking the 
registered nurse license of Tammy Piccirillo.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION  
Kimberly Lemire, RN - Petition No: 2019-1237 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Kimberley 
Lemire.  Ms. Lemire was not present and was not represented. 
Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled for June 
17, 2020. 

 
Kimberly Smith, RN - Petition No: 2019-592 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Kimberley 
Smith.  Ms. Smith was not present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled for June 
17, 2020. 

 
Sara Smith, RN - Petition No: 2019-592 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Sara Smith.  
Attorney Cody Guarnieri was present on behalf of Ms. Smith and presented and objection to the Motion 
for Summary Suspension. 
Mary Brown moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed with all in favor except Mary Brown and Lisa 
Freeman who were opposed.  A hearing will be scheduled for June 17, 2020. 

 
PREHEARING REVIEW 

Stephen Keller, RN - Petition No. 2017-1112 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented a pre-hearing review packet in this matter.  
Mr. Keller was present with Attorney Timothy Grady. 
Following review, the Board recommended a reprimand, and coursework pertaining to mental health 
issues including autism spectrum disorder. 
 

Elizaida Delgado left the meeting at 12:00 noon 
 
CONSENT ORDERS  

Sashni Popp, RN - Petition No. 2018-530 
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Sashni Poop, RN.  
Ms. Poop was not present and was not represented by counsel.  
Jennifer Long moved, and Gina Reiners seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes a 
reprimand and probation for a period of one year.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Sara Scobie, RN - Petition No: 2018-1365  
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Sara Scobie, RN.  Attorney Tamara Nyce was present on behalf of Ms. Scobie. 
Mary Brown moved, and Gina Reiners seconded, to approve the Consent Order.  Mary Brown voted in 
favor of the motion to approve, Jason Blando, Lisa Freeman, Jennifer Long and Chair Bouffard were 
opposed.  The Board recommended the proposed Consent Order be edited to include a period of probation 
and a civil penalty.  
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HEARINGS 
Collen Gallagher, LPN - Petition No: 2020-76 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present 
but was not represented.  Respondent orally requested a continuance. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to continue the hearing until August 19, 2020. 
The motion passed unanimously 
 
Karina Francis, RN - Petition No: 2020-157 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present 
but was not represented. 
The hearing concluded but the record will remain open until September for the submission of additional 
documentation. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 1:45 p.m. 

 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair  
Board of Examiners for Nursing  
 
 
 



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting by video conference on June 17, 2020 originating from the 
Department of Public Health 410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
Jason Blando, Public Member  
Mary M. Brown, RN 
Mary Dietmann, RN 
Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member  
Jennifer Long, APRN  
Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
Gina M. Reiners, RN  

 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Elizaida Delgado, LPN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Dana Dalton, RN, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Jeffrey Kardys, Board Liaison, DPH  
Agnieszka Salek, Hearings Liaison, DPH  

  
The meeting commenced at 8:20 a.m.  
  
CHAIR UPDATES 

Nothing to Report  
  
OPEN FORUM  

Nothing to Report 
 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

Chair Bouffard provided an update of various NCSBN projects and activities. 
This year’s annual meeting will be held virtually on August 12, 2020.  Mary Dietmann and Gina Reiners 
indicated they would be willing to be delegates for Connecticut. 

 
 
SCOPE OF PRACTICE 

Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires received 
by the Department of Public Health during April, 2020.   27 calls were received in April. 

 
SCHOOL ISSUES  

• Central Connecticut State University – Approval of Nursing Department Chairperson 
Catherine Thomas was present for this discussion. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve Dr. Thomas as the Nursing 
Department Chairperson.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

• Norwalk Community College 
Dr. Ezechiel Dominique was present for this discussion. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to approve Dr. Dominique as the Director of 
Nursing and Allied Health.  The motion passed unanimously. 

. 
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• University of Connecticut – Stamford Campus 
Dr. Deborah A Chyun was present for this discussion of a plan of correction to address a NCLEX 
pass rate of less than 80%. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to approve the plan of correction for the 
University of Connecticut, Stamford Campus.   The motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to place University of Connecticut, 
Stamford Campus on  conditional approval until NCLEX score pass rates are reported in June 2021.  
The motion passed unanimously. 

 

• Stone Academy – West Haven, East Hartford 
Linda Dahlin was present for this discussion of a plan of correction to address a NCLEX pass rate of 
less than 80% at the West Haven and East Hartford campuses.   Mary Dietmann made a motion, 
seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to approve Stone Academy’s plan of correction.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to place the day programs at Stone 
Academy’s West Haven and East Hartford campuses on conditional approval until NCLEX score 
pass rates are reported in June 2021.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

• Stone Academy – Request for Alternative Experiences 
Linda Dahlin and Terry Kinsley presented a request for a waiver of Sec. 20-90-55 (c) that requires 
contact hours shall be in supervised direct client care experiences to allow for 25% of the hours for 
select clinical rotations to be completed using a virtual clinical alternative at select campuses. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve Stone Academy’s plan for virtual 
clinical experiences.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

• Porter & Chester Institute – Plan of Correction – Monthly update 
Nancy Brunette, Philip Krebes, Sherry Greifzu; and Joan Feldman, Esq. were present on behalf of 
Porter & Chester. 
1) Plan of Correction – Monthly update 

Porter & Chester provided a plan of correction regarding NCLEX pass rate of less than 80% at 
the Hamden, Stratford, and Rocky Hill campuses. 
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve the plan of correction.  The 
motion passed unanimously 
During the discussion for this motion, the issue of conditional approval based on a school’s 
location, with more than one nursing programs, when one of the programs falls below the 
required 80% pass rate was raised.  No action was taken regarding this issue at this time.  A 
subsequent regulatory review may be necessary. 

2) Request for Virtual Clinical Simulation  
The Board reviewed a request by Porter & Chester for virtual clinical simulation for 44 students 
who were not able to graduate in Aril 2020 due to the inability to complete the required clinical 
hours due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to grant the request for virtual 
simulation as outlined. 
During discussion Board members expressed concerns about granting this request when the 
school is on conditional approval due to clinical issues. 
The motion to grant the request for virtual simulation failed unanimously. 

3) Proposal for a revised practical nursing program 
The Board reviewed a proposal for a revised Practical Nursing program, which separates the lab 
component from the corresponding didactic course. 
This matter will be added to the July agenda for the presentation of additional information as 
required by regulation. 
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• Accreditation Update 
Helen Smith reported the that Capital Community College and St. Vincent's College have 
received ongoing accreditation by the Accreditation Commission of Education in Nursing (ACEN), 
and Sacred Heart University received ongoing accreditation by the Commission on Collegiate 
Nursing Education (CCNE). 

 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION  

Amy Slepica, RN – Petition No. 2018-1418 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann to affirm the Board’s decision revoking the 
registered nurse license of Amy Slepica.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Joseph Iannicelli, LPN - Petition No. 2019-701 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to affirm the Board’s decision which imposes 
probation of Mr. Iannicelli’s licensed practical nurse license.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

LICENSE REINSTATEMENT REQUEST 
Arline B. Annunziato, RN 
Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH, presented a license reinstatement request for 
Arline Annunziato, RN.  
Following review, the Board concurred with the DPH recommendation that Ms. Weiss’ license be 
reinstated to probation for a period of four years with conditions including drug/alcohol screening, therapy 
and employer evaluations, and attendance at AA/NA meetings and completion of a refresher. 
 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION  
William Meister, RN Petition No: 2020-542 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for William 
Meister.  Mr. Meister was not present and was not represented. 
Mary Brown moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled for July 
15, 2020. 

 
Laura Kisatsky, RN Petition No: 2020-541 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Laura 
Kisatsky.  Ms. Kisatsky was not present and was not represented. 
Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled for July 15, 
2020. 
 
HEARINGS 
Kimberly Lemire, RN - Petition No. 2019-1237 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present 
but was not represented. 
 

Jennifer Long left the meeting at 12:05 p.m. 
 
Following the close of the record the Board conducted fact-finding.  Gina Reiners moved, and Mary 
Dietmann seconded that Ms. Lemire be found as charged.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Lemire’s license be revoked.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

Geraldine Marrocco left the meeting at 2:00 p.m. 
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Sara Smith, RN - Petition No. 2020-373 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present 
with Attorney Cody Guarnieri. 
Following the close of the record the Board conducted fact-finding.  Mary Brown moved, and Gina 
Reiners seconded, that Ms. Smith be found as charged.  The motion passed with all in favor except Mary 
Dietmann who abstained. 
Mary Brown moved, and Gina Reiners seconded, that Ms. Smith’s license be placed on probation for four 
years with conditions.  The motion passed with all in favor except Mary Dietmann who abstained. 
 
Kimberly Smith, RN - Petition No. 2019-1237 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented. 
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to grant the Department’s oral request to 
amend the Statement of Charges.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to grant the Department’s motion to deem 
the allegations admitted due to an answer not being filed.  The motion passed unanimously 
Following the close of the record the Board conducted fact-finding.  Mary Brown moved, and Mary 
Dietmann seconded that Ms. Smith be found as charged.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Brown moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Smith’s license be revoked.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Nicole Holiday, RN, APRN - Petition No. 2019-445 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present 
but was not represented. 
Following the close of the record the Board conducted fact-finding.  Gina Reiners moved, and Mary 
Dietmann seconded that Ms. Holiday be found as charged.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Brown seconded that Ms. Holiday’s licenses be placed on probation for 
four years with usual conditions and the addition of practice monitoring when respondent’s Controlled 
Substance Registration and DEA registration are reinstated.  This motion failed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, that in addition to the four-year probation, there be 
a two-year probationary period after respondent’s Controlled Substance Registration and DEA 
registration are reinstated during which there will also be monitoring of respondents’ prescriptions and a 
review of patient charts. This additional two years may be concurrent with the four-year probation. This 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 3:40 p.m. 

 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair  
Board of Examiners for Nursing  
 
 

 

 



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting by video conference on July 15, 2020 originating from the 
Department of Public Health 410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
Jason Blando, Public Member  
Mary M. Brown, RN 
Mary Dietmann, RN 
Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member  
Jennifer Long, APRN  
Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
Gina M. Reiners, RN  

 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 
     Christian Andresen, Section Chief, DPH 

Dana Dalton, RN, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, DPH 
Jeffrey Kardys, Board Liaison, DPH  
Agnieszka Salek, Hearings Liaison, DPH  

 
The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m.  All participants were present by video or telephone conference. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Nothing to Report  
 
OPEN FORUM  

Nothing to Report 
 
ADDITION TO AGENDA 

Gina M. Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to add the approval of minutes to the 
agenda.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 
Mary Dietmann and Gina Reiners have registered for the annual meeting and will be attending as 
delegates.  Chair Bouffard registered for the annual meeting and the NCLEX webinar. 

 
MINUTES 

Gina M. Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown to approve the minutes from May 20, 2020.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina M. Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary brown to approve the minutes from June 17, 2020.  
The motion passed unanimously. 

 
CONNECICIUT LEAGUE FOR NURSING 

Meredith Kazer and Marcia Proto were present from the Connecticut League for Nursing to provide 
information regarding the following: 
▪ Update on the response and actions taken by the CLN Council of Deans & Directors related to COVID-

19. 
▪ Topics form the Deans & Directors meetings in February and June 2020. 
▪ Promoting and Empowering Bedside Nursing  
▪ A nurse's guide to graduate school in Connecticut  
▪ Appointment model for nursing education 
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Geraldine Marrocco arrived at 9:30 a.m. 
 
SCHOOL ISSUES  

• Lincoln Technical Institute – Proposal for Virtual Simulation 
Deborah Little and Patricia DeLucia were present for Lincoln Technical Institute. The Board reviewed 
information pertaining to a request to offer, on a temporary basis, 25% of the total program clinical hours 
virtually at the New Britain and Shelton campuses.   
Gina M. Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, and amended by Geraldine Marrocco, that 
Lincoln Technical Institute’s proposal to offer virtual simulation for 25% of its total clinical hours be 
granted for a period of not more than 18 months.  The motion passed with all in favor except Mary 
Dietmann who was opposed. 
 

• Porter & Chester Institute – Plan of Correction – Monthly update 
Nancy Brunette, Philip Krebes, Sherry Greifzu, Deborah Hessell; and Joan Feldman, Esq. were present 
on behalf of Porter & Chester. 
The Board reviewed an update from their Consultant (Sherry Greifzu) which includes observations of 
visits to two campus locations (Stratford and Hamden) and upcoming campus and clinical visits. 
 

• Sacred Heart University – Temporary Waiver Request 
Elizabeth Denne was present for Sacred heart University. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to grant a temporary six-month waiver for 
Colleen Hefferle, RN.  The motion passed with all in favor except Jason Blando and Mary Dietmann who 
abstained. 

 

• Fairfield University Egan School of Nursing and Health Studies 
1) Temporary Waiver Request 

Meredith Kazer and Erica Wuchiski were present for Fairfield University. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to grant a temporary one-year waiver for 
Lindsay Collins, RN 
 

2) Proposal for Master's Entry to Practice Nursing (MEPN) pre- licensure program 
The Board reviewed information pertaining to a proposal to offer an accelerated Master’s direct entry 
24-month pre-licensure nursing program. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to grant the proposal for the program which will 
begin in May 2021.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

• Registered nurse program accreditation letters 
Christian Andresen, Section Chief, Practitioner Licensing and Investigation Section was present to 
discuss the role of the Board in the oversight of nurse education programs.  Mary Brown explained that 
accreditation letters were requested as part of Board’s periodic review of nursing programs.  In addition, 
the Board requested that schools provide the credentials of faculty teaching in the nursing programs to 
ensure that faculty are qualified. 
Mr. Andresen was concerned that the Board may be duplicating the work of accreditation agencies and 
may be undertaking tasks not within its purview. 
Issues regarding virtual simulation requests were also discussed.  Attorney Joan Feldman, on behalf of 
Porter &Chester Institute also addressed this issue. 
Stacy Schulman informed the Board that any Orders concerning virtual simulation during the COVID 19 
pandemic will be made by the Commissioner, in consultation with DPH licensing staff and the Office of 
the Attorney General, during which the Board’s recommendations will be taken under consideration. 
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SCOPE OF PRACTICE 

Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires received 
by the Department of Public Health during May and June, 2020.   31 calls were received in May and 47 in 
June. 

 
EXCLUSION CRITERIA FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE HEALTH ASSISTANCE INTERVENTION EDUCATION 
NETWORK (HAVEN 

Dana Dalton asked if patient harm should be included in the criteria for exclusion from participation in the 
HAVEN program.  The consensus of the Board is that there should be an allegation of actual patient 
harm for exclusion, not just the potential for patient harm.  

 
MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION  

Sandra Blanchette, RN - Petition No: 2020-431 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Sandra 
Blanchette.  Ms. Blanchette was not present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled for 
August 19, 2020. 

 
Heather Orsi, LPN - Petition No: 2020-314 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Heather 
Orsi.  Ms. Orsi was not present and was not represented. 
Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco and passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled for 
August 19, 2020. 
 

CONSENT ORDERS  
Stephen Keller, RN - Petition No. 2017-1112 
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Stephen Keller, RN.  Attorney Timothy Grady was present on behalf of Mr. Keller. 
Mary Dietmann moved, and Gina Reiners seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes a 
reprimand and probation for a period of six months.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Nicolette Strizzi, RN - Petition No. 2019-171 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of.  
Nicolette Strizzi, RN.  Ms. Strizzi was present without representation. 
Mary Brown moved, and Lisa Freeman seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes a 
probation for a period of four years.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Lunch Break 12:10 -12:40 p.m. 
 
Following the lunch break Attorney Schulman and Mr. Andresen had further discussion with the Board 
regarding accreditation and the Board’s responsibilities in the review of nursing education programs.  No 
motions were made, nor votes taken regarding this issue. 
 

CONSENT ORDERS - continued  
Tabitha Banker, LPN -  Petition No: 2018-557 
Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Tabatha Banker, LPN.  Attorney Cody Guarnieri was present on behalf of Ms. Banker. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes a 
reprimand and probation for a period of six months.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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HEARINGS 
Laura Kisatsky, RN Petition No: 2020-541 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to grant to the Department of Public Health’s 
oral request to deem the allegations admitted due to an answer not being filed by respondent.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Following the close of the record the Board conducted fact-finding.  Mary Brown moved, and Jennifer 
Long seconded that Ms. Lemire be found as charged.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved, and Jennifer Long seconded, that Ms. Kisatsky’s license be revoked.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Nicholas Lewonczyk, LPN - Petition No. 2017-50 
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present 
but was not represented. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to enter executive session to obtain evidence 
relating to confidential treatment records.  The motion passed unanimously.  The Board entered 
executive session from 1:50 p.m. until 2:42 p.m.  No motions were made and no votes were taken during 
executive session. 
Following executive session respondent requested a continuance to allow him to obtain updated 
treatment records.  Respondent’s request was granted, the hearing will resume on September 16, 2020. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 2:54 p.m. 

 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair  
Board of Examiners for Nursing  
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on August 19, 2020 via Microsoft TEAMS. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
Jason Blando, Public Member  
Mary M. Brown, RN 
Mary Dietmann, RN 
Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member  
Jennifer Long, APRN  
Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
Gina M. Reiners, RN  

 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 
     Christian Andresen, Section Chief, DPH 

Dana Dalton, RN, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH 
Jeffrey Kardys, Board Liaison, DPH  
Agnieszka Salek, Hearings Liaison, DPH  

 
The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m.  All participants were present by video or telephone conference. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Nothing to Report  
 
OPEN FORUM  

Jennifer Long asked about the Governor’s Executive Order 7-O regarding licensure renewal during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  Christian Andresen, Section Chief, Department of Public Health. 
Practitioner Licensing and Investigations explained that the executive order authorizes the 
Commissioner of Public Health to waive licensing, renewal, and inspection.  The renewal policy 
states that is active on or after March 30, 2020, will not expire during the COVID-19 civil 
preparedness emergency.  Licensees will be able to renew their license at any time now and during 
a six-month period following the date of the resumption of the normal renewal requirements. 
 

 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

Mary Dietmann and Gina Reiners provided an update of the annual meeting delegate assembly.  Also 
discussed was a change of language regarding the APRN compact. 
Mary Dietmann commented that Oregon and Connecticut are the only States that have not initiated 
action to implement the Nurse Licensure Compact.  Christian Andresen explained that a statutory 
change would be needed to implement this Compact. 

 
* 
 
* 
 
* 
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Chair Bouffard provided an update of NCLEX scores for 2020. 

  

2020 - Number of Candidates Taking NCLEX Examination and 
          Percent Passing, by Type of Candidate 

RN Jan-Mar 

20203,6 
Apr-Jun 20207 

Year to Date 

Total 

Type of Candidate #
1 

%
2 

# % # % 

First Time, US Educated    

Diploma 476 87.40% 508 90.35

% 

984 88.92

% 

Baccalaureate Degree 22,361 92.83% 24,91

1 

92.39

% 

47,272 92.60

% 

Associate Degree 22,846 86.53% 25,34

1 

85.50

% 

48,187 85.99

% 

Invalid or Special Program 

Codes 

9 44.44% 11 81.82

% 

20 65.00

% 

Total First Time, US 
Educated 

45,692 89.61% 50,77
1 

88.93
% 

96,463 89.25
% 

       

Repeat, US Educated 6,409 41.24% 11,18
2 

39.72
% 

17,591 40.27
% 

First Time, Internationally 
Educated 

4,168 48.30% 1,927 38.71
% 

6,095 45.27
% 

Repeat, Internationally 
Educated 

3,738 30.39% 4,288 23.79
% 

8,026 26.86
% 

All Candidates 60,007 77.89% 68,16
8 

75.34
% 

128,17
5 

76.53
% 

 

PN 
Jan-Mar 

20204,6 

Apr-Jun 

20205,7 

Year to 

Date Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % 

First Time, US Educated 10,055 86.01% 8,602 84.53
% 

18,657 85.3
2% 

Repeat, US Educated 2,505 33.25% 3,422 36.97
% 

5,927 35.4
0% 

First Time, Internationally 
Educated 

136 52.21% 142 54.23
% 

278 53.2
4% 

Repeat, Internationally 
Educated 

120 19.17% 140 34.29
% 

260 27.3
1% 

All Candidates 12,816 74.71% 12,306 70.38
% 

25,122 72.5
9% 

 

1 The # symbol denotes the number of candidates who took the exam. 
2 The % symbol denotes the percentage of candidates that passed the exam. 
3 The RN Passing Standard is 0.00 
logits. 4 The PN Passing Standard is -
0.21 logits. 5 The PN Passing Standard 
is -0.18 logits 
6 Due to COVID-19, the January quarterly data contain NCLEX examinations administered from Jan. 1 to March 24, 2020. 
7 Due to COVID-19, The April quarterly data contain NCLEX examinations administered from March 25 to June 30, 2020. 
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MINUTES 

Gina M. Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown to approve the minutes from July 15, 
2020.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Geraldine Marrocco arrived at 9:30 a.m. 
 
SCHOOL ISSUES  
 

• Porter & Chester Institute 
Nancy Brunette, Philip Krebes, Sherry Greifzu, Deborah Hessell, Jay Bologna; and Joan Feldman, 
Esq. were present on behalf of Porter & Chester. 

A. Consultant Site Visit Evaluation 
Sherry Greifzu received a report on a site visit to Windsor Health & Rehabilitation for observation 
of two students and on instructor. 
The Board had questions concerning other clinical sites used by Porter & Chester. 
B. Request for follow-up survey 
The Board requested that Helen Smith complete follow-up surveys at Porter & Chester 
campuses. 

 

Joan Feldman requested that Deborah Hessell report on changes that Porter & Chester has 
undertaken to correct deficiencies. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann,that any further discussion 
regarding Porter & Chester be tabled until after the completion of the surveys by Helen Smith.  
The motion passed unanimously. 

 

• Sacred Heart University – Temporary Waiver Request 
Elizabeth Denne was present for Sacred heart University. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to grant a temporary twelve -month 
waiver for Ariana Rick, RN.  The motion passed with all in favor except Jason Blando and Mary 
Dietmann who abstained. 

 

• Western Connecticut State University Egan School of Nursing and Health Studies 
Temporary Waiver Request 

Jeanette Lupinacci was present for Western Connecticut State University. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to grant a temporary one-year waiver for 
Magdalena Szcerbacki, RN.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

• University of Bridgeport – Proposal for an Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing Program 
Dawn Nair was present for the University of Bridgeport. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to accept the feasibility study for the 
Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing Program.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve the self-study for the 
Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing Program.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of 38 nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health during July, 2020.    
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MEMORANDUM OF DECISION  

Kaitlyn Sutton, LPN – Petition No. 2019-769 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann to reopen the record to introduce exhibits 
clarifying service of the Notice of Hearing to responded in this matter.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to reaffirm the Board’s decision to revoke the 
licensed practical nurse license of Kaitlyn Sutton.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 

Amanda Hart, RN - Petition No: 2020-552 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Amanda 
Hart.  Ms. Hart was not present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled for 
September 16, 2020. 

 
MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 

William Meister, RN - Petition No. 2020-542 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented a Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges in this matter based 
on Mr. Meister’s surrender of his license. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to grant the motion to withdraw the 
Statement of Charges.  The motion passed unanimously 
 
Heather Orsi, LPN - Petition No: 2020-314 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented a Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges in this matter based 
on Ms. Orsi’s surrender of her license. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to grant the motion to withdraw the 
Statement of Charges.  The motion passed unanimously 

 
PRE-HEARING REVIEW 

Michelle Fiala, RN - Petition No. 2020-542 
Brittany Allen presented a pre-hearing review packet in this matter.  Attorney Patrick Moynihan was present on 
behalf of respondent. 
The Board suggested a period of probation with course work in cultural diversity, ethics, scope of practice and 
assessment related to high-risk pregnancies, and documentation; a reprimand and a civil penalty. 

 
CONSENT ORDERS  

Nuzhat Jabeen, LPN - Petition No. 2019-1440 
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Nuzhat Jabeen, LPN.  Attorney Jacqueline Maulucci was present on behalf of Ms. Jabeen. 
Gian Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order.  The motion failed 
following discussion. 
The Board recommended the addition of course work related to fall risk and prevention; no solo practice, 
and six months of employer reports be added to the terms of probation. 
Lisa Freeman was recused in this matter. 
 
Heather Lucas, LPN - Petition No. 2020-44 
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of.  
Heather Lucas, LPN.  Attorney Cody Guarnieri was present on behalf of respondent. 
Jennifer Long moved, and Lisa Freeman seconded, to approve the Consent Order.  The motion failed 
unanimously following discussion. 
The Board recommended employer reports be added to the terms of probation. 
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HEARINGS 
Colleen Gallagher, LPN - Petition No: 2020-76 
This hearing is continued to October 21, 2020. 
 
Kandance Edmondson, RN - Petition No. 2019-725 
Staff Attorney, Linda Fazzina was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to grant a Department of Public Health oral 
motion to deem allegations admitted because an answer to the Statement of Charges was not filed.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, that Ms. Edmondson be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, that Ms. Edmondson’s license be revoked.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Laura McCauley, RN - Petition No. 2019-313 
Staff Attorney, Linda Fazzina was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to grant a Department of Public Health oral 
motion to deem allegations admitted because an answer to the Statement of Charges was not filed.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Brown moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, that Ms. McCauley be found as charged.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved, and Gina Reiners seconded, that Ms. McCauley’s license be reprimanded and 
placed on probation for a period of one year; with course work, no home care and monthly employer 
reports. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 12:45 p.m. 

 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair  
Board of Examiners for Nursing  
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on September 16, 2020 via Microsoft TEAMS. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
Jason Blando, Public Member  
Mary M. Brown, RN 
Mary Dietmann, RN 
Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member  
Jennifer Long, APRN  
Gina M. Reiners, RN  

 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 
     Christian Andresen, Section Chief, DPH 

Dana Dalton, RN, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Jeffrey Kardys, Board Liaison, DPH  
Agnieszka Salek, Hearings Liaison, DPH  

 
The meeting commenced at 8:32 a.m.  All participants were present by video or telephone conference. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Nothing to report. 
 
OPEN FORUM  

Marcia Proto, Connecticut league for Nursing thanked the Board and the Department of Public 
Health for supporting Nursing education throughout the changes needed during the Covid pandemic. 

 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

Mary Dietmann provided an overview of an education call on which she participated. 
 

SCHOOL ISSUES  

• Porter & Chester Institute 
Nancy Brunette, Philip Krebes, Sherry Greifzu, Deborah Hessell, Jay Bologna; and Joan Feldman, 
Esq. were present on behalf of Porter & Chester. 
Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH reported that surveys of locations are being 
planned. 
The Board accepted a monthly update from Sherry Greifzu and Deborah Hessell on behalf of Porter 
& Chester. 
 

• St. Vincent’s College – Site Visit Report 
Rosemarie Baker was present on behalf of St. Vincent’s’ College. 
Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided an overview of the Department of Public Health’s 
site visit to St. Vincent’s offices, nursing skills laboratory and simulation laboratory located at Sacred 
Heart University in Fairfield, Connecticut. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to accept the department’s report. 
The motion passed with all in favor, except Mary Dietmann and Jason Blando who abstained. 
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• University of Hartford – Site Visit Report 
Joyce Thielen, Valerie Whynall, and Cesarina Thompson were present on behalf of the University of 
Hartford. 
1) Site Visit Report 
Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided an overview of the Department of Public Health’s 
site visit to the temporary nursing skills laboratory. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to accept the department’s report. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
2) Request for curriculum changes 
Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH reported on the curriculum changes request by the 
University. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to approve the revised curriculum for the 
University oh Hartford. 
 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of 34 nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health during August, 2020.    

 
NURSE LICENSURE COMPACT 

Kimberley Sandor, Executive Director of the Nurses Association was present to discuss the National 
Council State Board for Nursing Nurse Licensure Compact (NLC).  Under the NLC a nurse can 
practice in other NLC States without having to obtain a license in those compact states. Licensure is 
granted in the ‘home state’. Ms. Sandor discussed the history of the NLC, the pros and cons, and 
the current efforts for a legislative change that would allow Connecticut to become a NLC State. 

 
LICENSE REINSTATEMNT REQUEST 

• Brenda Berg, RN 
Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH, presented a license reinstatement request for 
Brenda Berg, RN.  
Following review, the Board concurred with the DPH recommendation that Ms. Berg’s’ license be 
reinstated to probation for a period of four years with conditions including drug/alcohol screening, 
therapy and employer evaluations, attendance at AA/NA meetings and completion of a refresher 
program. 

• John D. Mosher, RN, APRN 
Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH, presented a license reinstatement request for 
John Mosher, RN, APRN.  
Following review, the Board concurred with the DPH recommendation that Mr. Mosher’s’ registered 
nurse license be reinstated to probation for a period of four years with conditions which include 
drug/alcohol screening, therapy and employer evaluations, attendance at AA/NA meetings and 
completion of refresher training. 
A recommendation regarding reinstatement of Mr. Mosher’s advanced practice registered nurse will 
be deferred until after his registered nurse license is reinstated. 
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MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 

Judith Cullen, RN - Petition No: 2020-763 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Judith 
Cullen.  Ms. Cullen was not present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.   
The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled for 
October 21, 2020. 

 
Erin Fitzpatrick, LPN - Petition No: 2020-330 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Erin 
Fitzpatrick.  Attorney Cody Guarnieri was present on behalf of Ms. Fitzgerald. 
Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that 
respondent’s continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety 
and welfare.   
The motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed unanimously.  At the request of respondent, 
without objection from the Department, the hearing will be scheduled for January 20, 2021. 

 
Kristen Jodoin, RN - Petition No: 2020-715 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Kristen 
Jodoin.  Ms. Jodoin was not present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.   
The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled 
for October 21, 2020. 

 
Gustavo Mastarreno, RN - Petition No: 2020-783 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Erin 
Fitzpatrick.  Attorney Daniel Csuka was present on behalf of Mr. Mastarreno. 
Mary Brown moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.   
The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  At the request of 
respondent, without objection from the Department, the hearing will be scheduled for January 20, 
2021. 

 
Danielle Miranda, RN - Petition No: 2020-605 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Danielle 
Miranda.  Ms. Miranda was not present and was not represented. 
Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that 
respondent’s continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety 
and welfare.   
The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled for 
October 21, 2020. 

 
Luisa Young, RN - Petition No: 2020-730 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Luisa 
Young.  Ms. Young was not present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.   
The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled 
for October 21, 2020. 
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CONSENT ORDERS  
Paul Pstrag, RN - Petition No. 2018-1305 
Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter 
of Paul Pstrag, RN.  Mr. Pstrag was not present and was not represented. 
Jennifer Long moved, and Gina reiners seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes a 
reprimand.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
HEARINGS 
Amanda Hart, RN - Petition No. 2020-552 
Staff Attorney, Brittany Allen was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
present but was not represented. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Brown moved, and Gina Reiners seconded, that Ms. Hart be found as charged.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded that until the signing of a Memorandum of 
Decision, respondent shall comply with the terms of a July 17, 2019 Consent Order.  The motion 
passed unanimously 
Mary Brown moved, and Lisa Freeman seconded, that a Memorandum of Decision be issued 
placing respondent’s license on probation with conditions for a period of four years with weekly 
random drug alcohol screening during years 1,2 and 4 of probation, and twice a monthly during year 
3 of probation.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to vacate the summary suspension of 
respondent’s license and that respondent comply with the terms of a July 17, 2019 Consent Order 
pending the issuance of a Memorandum of Decision.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Sandra J. Blanchette, R.N. Petition No: 2020-431 
Staff Attorney, Brittany Allen was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
present but was not represented. 
This hearing will be continued to October 21, 2020 to allow time for additional information to be 
obtained. 
 
Nicholas Lewonsczyk, LPN - Petition No. 2017-50 
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
present but was not represented. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to enter executive session to obtain 
evidence relating to confidential treatment records.  The motion passed unanimously.  The Board 
entered executive session from 1:32 p.m. until 2:09 p.m.  No motions were made, and no votes were 
taken during executive session. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Lisa Freeman moved, and Brown seconded, that Mr. Lewonsczyk be found as charged in 
paragraphs 1 and.  For paragraph 3, that Mr. Lewonsczyk’ s conduct may affect his ability to practice 
nursing.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Lisa Freeman moved, and Gina Reiners seconded, that Mr. Mr. Lewonsczyk’ s license be placed on 
probation four years with conditions including drug/alcohol screening, therapy and employer 
evaluations, attendance at AA/NA meetings, no home care, narcotic key restriction for six months 
and completion of a practical Nurse refresher program.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Mary Dietmann left for the day at this time. 
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Heather Spaulding, RN - Petition No. 2019-1224 
Staff Attorney, Joelle Newton was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Brown seconded, that Ms. Spaulding be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Lisa Freeman seconded, that Ms. Spaulding s license be revoked. The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 2:22 p.m. 

 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair  
Board of Examiners for Nursing  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on November 18, 2020 via Microsoft TEAMS. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
Jason Blando, Public Member  
Mary Dietmann, RN 

Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member  
Jennifer Long, APRN  
Geraldine Marrocco, RN 

Rebecca Martinez, LPN 

Gina M. Reiners, RN 

 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

     Christian Andresen, Section Chief, DPH 

Dana Dalton, RN, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Jeffrey Kardys, Board Liaison, DPH  
Agnieszka Salek, Hearings Liaison, DPH  

 
The meeting commenced at 8:33 a.m.  All participants were present by video or telephone conference. 
 
Rebecca Martinez was welcomed to her first meeting as a Board member. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Nothing to report. 
 
OPEN FORUM  

Nothing to report. 
 
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS 

Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to add a Consent Order in the matter of 
Louisa Young, RN to the agenda.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to approve the agenda as revised.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 

 

NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 
Chari Bouffard and Mary Dietmann provided updates on meetings in which they participated. 

 

MINUTES 

Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners to approve the minutes from  
October 21, 2020.  The motion passed with all in favor except Rebecca Martinez who abstained. 

 
SCHOOL ISSUES  

University of Connecticut – Approval of minimum clinical hours 

Deborah Chyan was present from the University of Connecticut which requested the Board allow for 
the CEIN BS class of 2020 to deviate from the approved 900 required clinical hours at its Groton, 
Stamford, Storrs and Waterbury campuses, if we are removed from the clinical sites. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to grant the request and to allow 
between 850 and 900 hours.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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CONNECTICUT LEAGUR FOR NURSING – Monthly Update 

Marcia Proto and Audrey Beauvais provided an update from the Connecticut League for Nursing 

 
SCOPE OF PRACTICE 

Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of 46 nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health during October, 2020.    

 

LICENSE REINSTATEMNT APPLICATION REVIEW 

Luis Maldonado, License and Applications Analyst, DPH presented a license reinstatement application 
for Angela V. DiLillo, RN. 
Ms. DeLillo was present for this discussion.  Ms. DiLillo’s license lapse in October 2019 but her last 
clinical practice was in 2002.  Ms. DiLillo has been employed at the Connecticut Nurses Association 
since 2001. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann recommending to DPH that Ms. 
DiLillo’s be reinstated without conditions in that her professional experience at the Connecticut Nurses 
Association qualifies as nursing practice.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

LICENSE PROBATION TEMINATION REQUEST 

Skye Muli, RN - Petition No: 2017-992 
The Board reviewed a written request from Skye Muli, RN asking for a termination of her probation 
which is scheduled to conclude on June 6, 2021.  Ms. Muli was not present or represented. 
Staff Attorney, Linda Fazzina, Department of Public Health was present to object to Ms. Muli’s 
request. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to deny the request.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION  
Christopher Kay, RN - Petition No: 2019-97 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long to reaffirm the Board’s decision imposing 
probation for a period of four years.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Attorney Richard Brown who was preset for respondent inquired if the Board would reduce the period 
of probation considering Mr. Kay’s hearing was in February 2020 and that he has been summarily 
suspended since May 2019.  Attorney Brown was informed he would need to file a request for 
modification pursuant to the Connecticut General Statutes. 
 
Amanda Hart, RN - Petition No: 2019-1360 

Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann to reaffirm the Board’s decision imposing 
probation for a period of four years.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Daisy Acosta, LPN - Petition No. 2019-1379 

Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long to reaffirm the Board’s decision revoking 
Ms. Acosta’s license.  The motion passed unanimously. 

.  
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MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Jessica D. Vitale, RN - Petition No: 2020-669 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Jessica 
Vitale.  Ms. Vitale was not present or represented. 
Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  
The motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco and passed unanimously.  A hearing will be 
scheduled for December 16, 2020. 

 
CONSENT ORDERS  

David Martin, RN - Petition No. 2019-31 
Staff Attorney, Linda Fazzina, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
David Martin, RN.  Respondent was not present and was not represented. 
Jennifer Long moved, and Gina Reiners seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes 
probation for a period of four years.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Anastacia Marco, LPN - Petition No. 2019-781 
Staff Attorney, Joelle newton, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Anastacia Marco.  Respondent was not present and was not represented. 
Jennifer Long moved, and Gina Reiners seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes  a 
reprimand.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Patricia Williams, RN - Petition No. 2020-787 
Staff Attorney, Linda Fazzina, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Patricia Williams.  Respondent was not present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Jennifer Long seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes 
probation for a period of four years.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Luisa Young, RN - Petition No: 2020-730 
Staff Attorney, Brittany Petano Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter 
of Luisa Young.  Attorney Daniel Csuka was present with respondent. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Jennifer Long seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes 
probation for a period of one year.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

HEARINGS 
Allyson Allen, LPN - Petition No: 2020-787 
Staff Attorney, Joelle Newton was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
present but was not represented. 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to enter executive session to obtain 
evidence relating to confidential treatment records.  The motion passed unanimously.  No motions 
were made, and no votes were taken during executive session. 
Following executive session and the close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding.  Gina 
Reiners moved, and Jennifer Long seconded, that Ms. Allen be found as charged.   
The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Jennifer Long seconded that Ms. Allen’s license be placed on probation with 
conditions for a period of four years.  The conditions include drug/alcohol screening, therapy and 
employer reports, reports of support group attendance; no home care; and no narcotic keys for one 
year.  The motion passed with all in favor except Mary Dietmann and Geraldine Marrocco who were 
opposed. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 12:33 p.m. 

 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on December 16, 2020 via Microsoft TEAMS. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
Jason Blando, Public Member  
Mary Dietmann, RN 

Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member  
Geraldine Marrocco, RN 

Rebecca Martinez, LPN 

Gina M. Reiners, RN 

 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Jennifer Long, APRN  
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

     Christian Andresen, Section Chief, DPH 

Dana Dalton, RN, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Jeffrey Kardys, Board Liaison, DPH  
Agnieszka Salek, Hearings Liaison, DPH  

 
The meeting commenced at 8:32 a.m.  All participants were present by video or telephone conference. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Chair Bouffard shared information from an Executive Order regarding the administration of COVID-19 
vaccines. 

 
OPEN FORUM  

Mary Paradise, a student at Porter & Chester Institute Enfield campus addressed the Board regarding 
a delay in students  to complete the clinical portion of their training due to the COVID pandemic. 

 
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS 

Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to approve the agenda as revised.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 

 

NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 
Mary Dietmann provided a report regarding an education committee call in which she participated on 
December 8, 2020. 

 
SCHOOL ISSUES  

• University of Hartford 

Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH reported that the Commission on Collegiate Nursing 
Education has granted continued accreditation to the baccalaureate degree program in nursing at the 
University of Hartford for 10 years, extending to December 31, 2030. 
 

• Porter & Chester Institute 
1) Clinical Observations 
Nancy Brunette, Philip Krebes, Sherry Greifzu, Deborah Hessell, and Joan Feldman, Esq. were 
present on behalf of Porter & Chester. 
Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a report regarding clinical observations for the 
Enfield campus day program on November 16, 2020 and the Rocky Hill campus evening program on 
December 2, 2020. 
Following the Board’s review Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Rebecca Martinez, to 
remove conditional status, ordered on September 19, 2018, for the clinical deficiencies identified in 
their five-year study.  The motion passed with all in favor except Rebecca Martinez who abstained. 
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2) Request for continuance of online didactic content delivery 
The Board reviewed Porter & Chester’s  request to continue the offering of didactic content of its 
Practical Nursing Program in an online/blended format. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Rebecca Martinez, to approve on-line didactic content 
delivery until the COVID-19 pandemic emergency is lifted by Connecticut State Government. 
The motion passed unanimously. 

 

• Stone Academy 
 1) Request for permanent blended education 

The Board reviewed Stone Academy’s Proposal for permanent addition of blended distance education 
as a method of delivery. 
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to approve the permanent addition of 
blended distance education as a method of delivery.  Following discussion the motion failed 
unanimously. 
2) Request for a temporary reduction of  clinical hours for select cohorts 
The Board reviewed Stone Academy’s request for a temporary reduction of 15% of required clinical 
hours for select cohorts to allow the students to successfully graduate the Practical Nursing Program 
and subsequently sit for the NCLEX-PN. 
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to deny this request.  The motion to 
deny the request passed unanimously. 
3) Request for temporary increase of clinical hours achieved via virtual/simulated environment 
The Board reviewed Stone Academy’s request for a temporary increase to 50% of the required clinical 
hours can be achieved through virtual clinical scenarios as well through the use of a simulated clinical 
environment. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to deny the request for  a 
temporary increase to 50% of the required clinical hours.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, that Stone Academy suspend its 
offering of virtual clinical experiences effective immediately.  The motion passed with all in favor 
except Jason Blando and Gina Reiners who abstained. 
 
During this review there was considerable discussion concerning an August 14, 2020 Order by the 
Commissioner of the Department of Public Health which stated that  Section 20-90-55(c) of the 
Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies is hereby amended to allow Practical Nursing Programs in 
Connecticut to use virtual clinical resources in compliance with the Simulation Guidelines for 
Prelicensure Nursing Programs established by the National Council of State Boards of Nursing as a 
substitute for up to 25% (twenty five percent) of in-person clinical experiences. 
The Board expressed its displeasure that the Board’s  input was not requested before this Order was 
issued and that the Board was not notified of this Order until this week. 

 

• University of Bridgeport 
The Board reviewed a request to approve Dr. Linda Wagner as Director School of Nursing in the 
College of Health Sciences. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to approve the request.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
CONNECTICUT LEAGUR FOR NURSING – Monthly Update 

Marcia Proto and Audrey Beauvais provided an update from the Connecticut League for Nursing. 
 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 

Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of 52 nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health during November, 2020.    
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CONSENT ORDERS  
Heather Lucas, RN - Petition No. 2020-44 
Staff Attorney, Diane Wilan, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Heather Lucas , RN.  Attorney Cody Guarnieri was present with Ms. Lucas. 
Gina Reiners  moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes  a 
reprimand and probation for a period of six months.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

FACT-FINDING 
Elaine Reynolds, RN - Petition No: 2018-1301 

Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, explained that fact-finding in the matter needs to be 
revisited. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by , that respondent be found on paragraph 1 but that she not 
be found on paragraph 2 because respondent did not practice beyond the scope of her practice, 
therefore the charges are to be dismissed in that the Board does not have jurisdiction regarding he 
practice of acupuncture.  The motion passed with all in favor except Geraldine Marrocco who 
abstained. 
 
Karina Francis, RN - Petition No: 2020-157 

Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Gian Reiners, that repondent be found on all charges.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Gian Reiners, that respondent’s license be revoked.  The 
motion passed unanimously 
 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Lourdes Mercado, ,LPN -Petition Nos. 2019-1074; 2020-1131 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Lourdes 
Mercado.  Ms. Mercado was present but not represented. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that 
respondent’s continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety 
and welfare.  The motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed unanimously.  A hearing will be 
scheduled for January 20, 2021. 

 
PRE-HEARING REVIEW 

Mary Ann Connelly, RN - Petition No. 2019-1277 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton present a pre-hearing review in the matter of Mary Ann Connelly, RN.  
Ms. Connelly was not present and was not represented.   
The Board indicated there was insufficient information to make an informed recommendation.  
Attorney Newton will obtain additional information for the Board’s review 
 

HEARINGS 
Jessica D. Vitale, RN - Petition No. 2020-669 
Staff Attorney, Joelle Newton was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners made a motion seconded by Mary Dietmann to grant the Department’s oral motion to 
deem allegations  admitted.  The motion passed unanimously 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Lisa Freeman seconded, that Ms. Vitale be found as charged.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Lisa Freeman seconded, that Ms. Vitale’s  license be revoked. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

Geraldine Marrocco left the meeting at this time. 
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Jennifer B. Martin, L.P.N - Petition No. 2018-142 
Board Liaison Jeff Kardys reported that respondent had emailed the Board office requesting a 
postponement of today’s scheduled hearing but did not offer a reason.  Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville 
objected to the request on behalf of the Department.  Chair Bouffard denied the request.  The hearing 
will proceed as scheduled. 
 
Sandra Blanchette, R.N.  - Petition No. 2020-431 
Staff Attorney, Brittany Allen was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
present but was not represented. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Lisa Freeman seconded, that Ms. Blanchette be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, that Ms. Blanchette’s  license be placed on 
probation for four years with conditions. Following discussion the motion failed unanimously. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, that Ms. Blanchette’s license be revoked. 
The motion passed with all in favor except Jason Blando who abstained. 
 
Teri A. Howell, L.P.N. - Petition No. 2019-623 
Staff Attorney, Joelle Newton was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion seconded by Gina Reiners to grant the Department’s oral motion to 
deem allegations admitted.  The motion p[passed unanimously 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion seconded by Gina Reiners, that Ms. Howell be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Lisa Freeman seconded, that Ms. Howell’s license be revoked. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Linda Lee, L.P.N - Petition No. 2019-362 
Staff Attorney, Joelle Newton was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion seconded by Gina Reiners to grant the Department’s oral motion to 
deem allegations admitted.  The motion p[passed unanimously 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion seconded by Gina Reiners, that Ms. Lee be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Lisa Freeman seconded, that Ms. Lee’s license be revoked. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

Gian Reiners, and Lisa Freeman left the meeting at this time 
 
Jennifer B. Martin, L.P.N - Petition No. 2018-142 
Staff Attorney, Leslie Scoville was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented. 
Due to lack of quorum, fact-finding will be held during the January 20, 2021 meeting. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 3:15 p.m. 

 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair  
Board of Examiners for Nursing  
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