
 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on January 16, 2019 the Department of Public Health 
Complex, 410--470 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut in room 470 A/B. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Jason Blando, Public Member 
     Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
     Jennifer Long, APRN 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:   Elizaida Delgado, LPN 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 
     Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Helen Smith Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     David Tilles, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Mathew Antonetti, Principal Attorney, DPH 
     Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
     Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:34 a.m. 
 
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS 

Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann to add the review of a Department of Public 
Health motion for summary suspension regarding Lori Salupen, RN to the agenda.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

OPEN FORUM 
Nothing to report 

 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

Chair Bouffard reported that she along with Dana Dalton will be attending the 2019 NCSBN mid-year 
meeting that will be held in San Antonio, Texas March 26-29, 2019. 

 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Nothing to report 
 

MINUTES 

 November 20, 2018 – Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to approve the 
minutes.  The motion passed with all in favor except Jennifer Long, Geraldine Marrocco, Gina 
Reiners, Jason Blando, and Mary Dietmann who abstained. 

 December 19, 2018 – Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to approve the 
minutes.  The motion passed unanimously. 

.
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SCHOOL ISSUES 
Fairfield University, Egan School of Nursing & Health Studies - Request for a temporary 6 month waiver 
Linda Roney was present on behalf of Fairfield University, Egan School of Nursing. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to approve a 6 month temporary waiver for 
Kelsey Doyle, BSN, RN.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Stone Academy – Approval of Program Manager, West Haven Campus 
Linda Dahlin was present on behalf of Stone Academy. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve Terry Kinsley as the Program Manager 
for Stone Academy’s Waterbury Campus.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
University of Connecticut School of Nursing – Approval of Curriculum Changes 
Andrea Starkweather was present from the University of Connecticut, School of Nursing.  This matter was 
reviewed by the Board at the December 19, 2018 meeting at which time additional information was 
requested. 
Followings discussion, Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve the 
curriculum changes.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
University of Saint Joseph – Approval of Interim Department of Nursing Chair 
Elizabeth Francis-Connolly and Janet Knecht were present on behalf of the University of Saint Joseph. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to approve Janet Knecht as the Interim 
Department of Nursing Chair.  The motion passed with all in favor except Gina Reiners who recused 
herself from voting. 
 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires received by 
the Department of Public Health in December 2018. 
 

REQUEST TO TERMINATE PROBATIONARY CONDITION 
Katherine Stella, RN 
Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH, presented a request from Ms. Stella’s counselor that 
individual substance abuse counseling be terminated in that it is no longer necessary.   
Jennifer Long, made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann to approve the request.  Following discussion, 
the motion to approve failed, after it was determined that language in the Consent Order in question 
requires a modification. 
 

MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Laura Kisatsky, RN -Petition No. 2018-1416 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Laura 
Kisatsky.  Ms. Kisatsky was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Summary 
Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for March 6, 2019. 
 
Lori Salupen, RN -Petition No. 2018-1715 
Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Lori Salupen.  
Ms. Salupen was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed with all in favor except Cahir Bouffard who was 
opposed.  Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for March 
6, 2019. 
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PREHEARING REVIEW 
Robin Annecharico, RN - Petition No.: 2018-264 
Matthew Antonetti, Principal Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a pre-hearing review in the 
matter of Robin Annecharico, RN.  Ms. Annecharico was present.  
Following a lengthy discussion, the Board highly recommended that a course pertaining to scope of 
practice boundaries in care giver situations would be appropriate. 
 
 

CONSENT ORDERS 
Shamique Martin, RN - Petition No. 2018-720 
Matthew Antonetti, Principal Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Shamique Martin, RN. 
Ms. Martin was present but was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Dietmann moved and Lisa Freeman seconded, to approve the Consent Order. . Following discussion 
the motion to approve failed unanimously. 
The Board recommends that course work pertaining to mandatory reporting of child abuse situations be 
required. 
 
Amy Houlton, RN - Petition No. 2015-246 
Matthew Antonetti, Principal Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order Modification 
in the matter of Amy Houlton, RN. 
Ms. Houlton was present with Attorney Thomas Bucci. 
Gina Reiners moved and Jennifer Long seconded, to approve the Consent Order Modification which 
removes a controlled substance key restriction. The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed 
the Order. 
 
Allyson Graham, APRN - Petition No. 2015-980 
Matthew Antonetti, Principal Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order Modification 
in the matter of Allyson Graham, APRN. 
Lisa Freeman moved and Gina Reiners seconded, to approve the Consent Order Modification which 
terminates license probation at this time. The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 
Order. 
 

HEARINGS 
Jeannette Czaja, RN - Petition No. 2016-1423 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not present 
and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, that the Board grant the Department of Public 
Health’s oral motion to deem the allegations admitted based on an Answer to the Statement of Charges not 
being filed.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Jennifer Long moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Ms. Czaja be found as charged.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Ms. Czaja’s license be revoked.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Dana Gibson, RN - Petition No. 2016-1423 
Matthew Antonetti, Principal Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
present but was not represented by counsel. 
Ms. Gibson answered the charges on the record. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Gibson be found as charged.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Gibson’s license be revoked.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
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Julia Heller-Smith, RN - Petition No. 2016-1356 
Staff Attorney David Tilles was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present with 
Attorney Cody Gaumieri. 
Mary Dietmann moved and Lisa Freeman seconded to enter executive session to take testimony pertaining 
to confidential treatment records.  The motion passed unanimously.  The Board entered executive session 
from 1:10 p.m. to 1:28 p.m.  No motions were made and no votes were taken in executive session. 
 

Lunch 1:40 p.m. – 2:10 p.m. 
 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Heller-Smith be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Heller-Smith’s license be suspended for of 
one year with concurrent probation for a period of four years.  Following discussion the motion was rejected 
unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Heller-Smith’s license be suspended for one 
year with concurrent probation for a period of five years with conditions requiring urine screening; therapy; 
employer evaluations; a course regarding ethics; a $2000.00 civil penalty; and a restriction prohibiting the 
provision of direct patient care during the .period of probation.   
The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Dana Kendrick, RN - Petition No. 2018-138 
Matthew Antonetti, Principal Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, that the Board grant the Department of Public 
Health’s oral motion to deem the allegations admitted based on an Answer to the Statement of Charges not 
being filed.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Kendrick be found as charged.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Kendrick’s license be revoked.  The motion 
passed with all in favor except Mr. Blando who abstained. 
 
Heather Breen, RN - Petition No. 2018-871 
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present but 
was not represented by counsel. 
Ms. Gibson answered the charges on the record. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to grant respondent’s oral request for a 
continuance so she may obtain legal counsel.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 3:16 p.m. 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 

 

 



 
 
 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on March 6, 2019 the Department of Public Health 
Complex, 410--470 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut in room 470 A/B. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
     Jennifer Long, APRN 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  Jason Blando, Public Member 
     Elizaida Delgado, LPN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 
     Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Helen Smith Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Mathew Antonetti, Principal Attorney, DPH 
     Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
     Ralph Efird, Court Reporter 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 
 
STUDENTS 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from the University of Connecticut, Central Connecticut State 
University, University of Saint Joseph and St. Joseph’s College of Maine. 

 
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS 

Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners to add a review of the Porter & Chester, 
Enfield, Connecticut campus to the agenda.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

OPEN FORUM 
Nothing to report 

 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

Chair Bouffard reported that she and Dana Dalton will be attending the 2019 NCSBN mid-year 
meeting that will be held in San Antonio, Texas March 26-28, 2019. 

 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Nothing to report 
 

MINUTES 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to approve the minutes, as edited, from the 
January 16, 2019 meeting.  The motion passed unanimously. 
.
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SCHOOL ISSUES 
Lincoln Technical Institute – Approval of the Director of the Practical Nursing Program 
Louise Simonettti and Annmarie Gambos were present on behalf of Lincoln Technical Institute. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to approve Ms. Gambos as the Director of 
the Practical Nursing Program for Lincoln Technical Institute’s New Britain Campus.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Stone Academy – Approval of Program Manager, West Haven Campus 
Linda Dahlin and Donna Jones were present on behalf of Stone Academy. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to approve Ms. Jones as the Program 
Manager for Stone Academy’s West Haven Campus.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Western Connecticut State University 

 Request for a temporary six month waiver 
Jeanette Lupinacci was present on behalf of Western Connecticut State University. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to approve a 6 month temporary waiver for 
Magdalena Szczerbacki, RN.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 Approval of Chair, Department of Nursing 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to approve Jeanette Lupinacci, EdD, RN as 
the Chair of the Department of Nursing.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Porter & Chester Institute 

 Fiver Year Study Revision Review 
Philip Krebs, Patricia Donovan, Maria Sparmer, Ann Sullivan, and Mary Ann Cirone were present on 
behalf of Porter & Chester Institute. 
The Board considered revisions to a Five Year Study which was reviewed by the Board on September 
19, 2018.  Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners to accept the addendum to the Five 
Year Study.  The motion passed unanimously 

 Review of Campus Visits 
Helen Smith provided a report that the Department of Public Health made random visits to various 
Porter & Chester sites in August and September 2018 to observe students and faculty.  Various 
deficiencies were noted as a result of these site visits.  Ms. Smith made return visit in February and 
additional deficiencies were noted.   The Board commented that a plan to remediate teaching errors 
needs to be implemented for all students, especially for those students who will graduate in March 
2019. 
The Board will review this matter again at its April 17, 2019 meeting. 

 Approval of Campus Supervisors 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to approve Mary Ann Cirone as the 
Campus Supervisor for Rocky Hill.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve Ann Sullivan as the Campus 
Supervisor for Enfield.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 Review of Enfield Campus 
Helen Smith provided a report of a site visit conducted on March 1, 2019.  Gina Reiners made a 
motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to approve the relocation of Porter & Chester’s Enfield Campus.  
The motion passed unanimously. 

 Use of clinical sites in Massachusetts 
Helen Smith provided a report that Porter & Chester Institute is no longer using three clinical sites, 
located in Massachusetts for clinical experiences by Enfield campus students.   The Massachusetts 
Board of Nursing has provided documents to Porter & Chester Institute’s Nursing Administration, on 
02/20/2019, which includes information on the Massachusetts clinical sites and the students that 
completed hours at those sites.  To date, the Massachusetts Board of Nursing has not refused any 
Porter & Chester Institute graduate an initial or reciprocal LPN license. 
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Goodwin College – Approval of Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing Degree 
Janice Watts and Patricia Morgan were present on behalf of Goodwin College. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to approve Goodwin College Accelerated 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree program.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
University of Hartford 

 Approval of Pre-Licensure Bachelor of Science in Nursing Degree 
Cesarina Thompson and Susan Eichar were present on behalf of the University of Hartford. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to approve the University of Hartford’s  
pre-licensure Bachelor of Science in Nursing program.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 Approval of Approval of the Dean of the College of Education, Nursing and Health Professions 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to approve Cesarina Thompson, PhD, RN 
as the Dean of the College of Education, Nursing and Health Professions.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health in January 2019. 
 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION 
Joseph Iannicelli, LPN - Petition No. 2017-26 
Jennifer Long moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Mr. Iannicelli’s licensed practical nurse 
license be placed on probation for four years.  The motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed 
unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Laura Kisatsky, RN - Petition No. 2018-691 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Kisatsky’s registered nurse license 
be placed on probation for four years.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed 
unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
Despite this Order being approved, a January 16, 2019 Summary Suspension of Ms. Kisatsky’s 
license in Petition No. 2018-1416 remains in effect. 
 
Nicole Miller, LPN - Petition No. 2018-788 
Jennifer Long moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Miller’s licensed practical nurse 
license be revoked.  The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  Chair 
Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Skye Muli, RN - Petition No. 2017 - 992 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Muli’s registered nurse license be 
placed on probation for two years.  The motion was seconded by Lisa Freemen and passed 
unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Melissa Tacket, RN - Petition No. 2018-158 
Lisa Freeman moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Tacket’s licensed practical nurse 
license be revoked.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.  Chair 
Bouffard signed the Order. 
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MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Christine DeFusco, LPN - Petition No. 2019-85 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 
Christine DeFusco.  Ms. DeFusco was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  
The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 
Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for April 17, 2019. 
 

PREHEARING REVIEW 
Myra Espanol, RN - Petition No.: 2018-126 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a pre-hearing review in the 
matter of Myra Espanol, RN.  Attorney Elisabeth Pimentel was present on behalf of respondent. 
Following a lengthy discussion, the Board recommended respondent complete courses pertaining to 
scope of practice, ethics, emergency first aid, and proper delegation to unlicensed assistive personnel, 
and that respondent’s license be placed on probation for a period of two years with monthly employer 
evaluations. 
 

CONSENT ORDERS 
Ashley Dizney, RN, APRN - Petition Nos. 2018-707; 2018-709 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Ashley Dizney, RN, APRN. 
Ms. Dizney was present with Attorney Richard Brown. 
Jennifer Long moved and Gina Reiners seconded, to approve the Consent Order which places Ms. 
Dizney’s licenses on probation for four years.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard 
signed the Order. 
 
Shamique Martin, RN - Petition No. 2018-720 
Matthew Antonetti, Principal Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Shamique Martin, RN. 
Ms. Martin was present but was not represented by counsel. 
Jennifer Long moved and Lisa Freeman seconded, to approve the Consent Order which places Ms. 
Martin’s license on probation for four months and imposes a reprimand.   The motion passed 
unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Ellen Sollazzo, RN, APRN - Petition Nos. 2018-1222; 2018-1235 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Ellen Sollazzo, RN, APRN. 
Ms. Sollazzo was present with Attorney Catherine Nietzel. 
Gina Reiners moved and Jennifer Long seconded, to approve the Consent Order which places Ms. 
Sollazzo’s licenses on probation for three years and imposes a reprimand.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Herbert Terry, III, LPN - Petition No. 2015-246 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Herbert Terry, LPN. 
Mr. Terry was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved and Lisa Freeman seconded, to approve the Consent Order. . Following 
discussion the motion to approve failed unanimously. 
The Board recommends that language regarding attendance at support group meetings be added.
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Beata Ventura, LPN, - Petition No. 2018-540 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Beata Ventura 
Ms. Beata was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved and Mary Brown seconded, to approve the Consent Order which places Ms. 
Ventura’s license on probation for one year and imposes a reprimand.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 

HEARINGS 
Kathryn Ford, RN - Petition No. 2016-433 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented by counsel. 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, that the Board grant the Department of 
Public Health’s oral motion to deem the allegations admitted based on an Answer to the Statement of 
Charges not being filed.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved and Jennifer Long seconded that Ms. Ford be found as charged.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Ms. Ford’s license be revoked.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Yahchika Leonard, RN - Petition No.  2017-898 
Matthew Antonetti, Principal Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent 
was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, that the Board grant the Department of 
Public Health’s oral motion to deem the allegations admitted based on an Answer to the Statement of 
Charges not being filed.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved and Jennifer Long seconded that Ms. Leonard be found as charged.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Ms. Leonard’s license be revoked.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
Lunch 1:20 p.m. – 1:50 p.m. 

 
Lourdes Mercado, LPN - Petition No. 2016-1279 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
present but was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved and Lisa Freeman seconded to enter executive session to take testimony 
pertaining to confidential treatment records.  The motion passed unanimously.  The Board entered 
executive session from 2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.  No motions were made and no votes were taken in 
executive session. 
 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Ms. Mercado be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Ms. Mercado s license be placed on probation 
for a period of two years with the completion of course work in ethics, medication administration, and 
time management within the first six months   In addition, respondent must complete an eight hour 
supervised medication pass during the first three months of working as a nurse and shall have 
monthly employer evaluation reports submitted.  This provision is tolled if respondent is not working as 
a nurse.  The motion passed unanimously 
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Jennifer Long left for the day at 2:45 p.m. 
 
Dionne Brown, LPN - Petition No.  2016-519 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented by counsel. 
Due to the lack of a quorum fact-finding will occur at the April 17, 2019 Board meeting. 
 
Presley Eze, LPN - Petition No.  2018-781 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented by counsel. 
Due to the lack of a quorum fact-finding will occur at the April 17, 2019 Board meeting. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 

 
 
 



 

 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on April 4, 2019 the Department of Public Health 
Complex, 410--470 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut in room 470 A/B. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair – via telephone 
     Jason Blando, Public Member – via telephone 
     Mary M. Brown, RN – via telephone 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member – via telephone 
     Jennifer Long, APRN – via telephone 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN – via telephone 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  Elizaida Delgado, LPN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 
     Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Helen Smith Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Agnieszka Salek, Paralegal Specialist, DPH 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon 

 

 
SCHOOL ISSUES 
Gateway Community College– Request for a temporary two month waiver 
Shelia Solernou was present on behalf of Gateway Community College. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to approve a 2 month temporary waiver as a 
clinical instructor, for Angela Flynn, RN, BSN, contingent upon receipt of Ms. Flynn’s transcripts from St. 
Joseph’s College in Maine.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 12:08 p.m. 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 
 

 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on April 17, 2019 the Department of Public Health 
Complex, 410--470 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut in room 470 A/B. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Jason Blando, Public Member 
     Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Elizaida Delgado, LPN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
     Jennifer Long, APRN 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 
     Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Deborah Brown, Health Program Associate 
     Helen Smith Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
     Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:36 a.m. 
 
STUDENTS 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from the Quinnipiac University, Central Connecticut State 
University, University of Saint Joseph and Lincoln Technical Institute. 
 

OPEN FORUM 
Sabrina Gionfriddo, a nursing student from the Porter and Chester Institute Enfield campus, 
addressed the Board regarding her difficulties with Porter & Chester in relation to her ADA issues. 
Ms. Gionfriddo also alleged unprofessional conduct on the part of Porter & Chester staff and 
instructors. 
The Board requested that the Department of Public Health request specific information from Porter & 
Chester as part of an investigation of Ms. Gionfriddo’s complaints. 

 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

Dana Dalton provided an overview of the NCSBN mid-year meeting. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Nothing to report 
 

MINUTES 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve the minutes, from the  
March 6, 2019 meeting.  The motion passed with all in favor except, Jason Blando, Mary Dietmann, 
Elizaida Delgado and Geraldine Marrocco who abstained. 
 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve the minutes, from the  
April 4, 2019 meeting.  The motion passed with all in favor except, Mary Dietmann, Elizaida Delgado 
and Geraldine Marrocco who abstained. 
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SCHOOL ISSUES 

Connecticut League for Nursing – Educational Program Statistics 
Marcia Proto, Executive Director, was present on behalf of the Connecticut League for Nursing 
(CLN). 
Ms. Proto presented the 2018 nursing program statistics compiled by CLN. 
 
Porter & Chester Institute Campus Visit Review – Plan of Correction 
Jim Bologa, Patricia Donovan, and Maria Sparmer were present on behalf of Porter & Chester 
Institute. 
Helen Smith presented an overview of the corrective actions taken by Porter & Chester since the 
March 6, 2019 Board meeting.  Ms. Donovan and Ms. Sparmer spoke as to the remediation 
undertaken by Porter & Chester. 
The Board requested the Department of Public Health make additional random visits to clinical sites 
in August and September. 
Porter & Chester Institute will remain on conditional approval. 
 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health in February and March 2019. 
 

CRITERIA FOR REINSTATEMENT OF LAPSED LICENSES 
Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant and Deborah Brown, Health Program Associate were 
present for this discussion. 
The Board discussed criteria for reinstatement of lapsed practical nurse licensees.  This is a result of 

policy changes at South Dakota State University that prohibits admission to their refresher 
course if an individual has an active Consent Agreement or Order from their current or former 
Board of Nursing or has a felony conviction.  In addition, nurses who have lapsed but are not 
subject to discipline have had difficulty finding clinical sites to complete the clinical portion of the 
refresher program.  Currently there are no licensed practical nurse refresher programs in 
Connecticut. 
The Board suggested, that at a minimum, continuing education in the areas of critical thinking, 
nursing documentation, and medication administration should be required for license reinstatement 
in all situations. 
Ms. Dalton will provide Board members with the South Dakota curriculum.  There will be further 
discussion regarding this issue at the May meeting. 
 

LICENSE REINSTATEMENT REQUEST    
Jessica Johnson, RN 
The Board reviewed a license reinstatement request regarding Jessica Johnson, RN.  Ms. Johnson 
was present with Attorney Richard Brown. 
Following review, the Board recommended that Ms. Johnson’s license be reinstated to probation, 
after successfully passing the NCLEX examination, for a period of four years with conditions 
including drug/alcohol screening, therapy and employer evaluations, and attendance at AA/NA 
meetings. 
 

REINSTATEMENT HEARING REQUEST – Christina Mahner, LPN 
The Board reviewed a request filed by Christina Mahner asking for a hearing regarding 
reinstatement of her licensed practical nurse.   
Ms. Mahner was present but was not represented by counsel. 
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to grant Ms. Mahner’s request.  
The hearing will be scheduled for June 19, 2019. 
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REINSTATEMENT CONSENT ORDER 
Debra George, RN - Petition No. 2018-678 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Reinstatement Consent 
Order in the matter of Debra George, RN.  Ms. George was not present and was not represented by 
counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Reinstatement Consent Order 
which places Ms. George’s license on probation for four years.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 

CONSENT ORDERS 
Kerry Donlon, RN - Petition No. 2018-902 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter 
of Kerry Donlon, RN. 
Ms. Donlon was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Brown moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded, to approve the Consent Order which places 
Ms. Donlon’s license on probation for four years.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard 
signed the Order. 
 
Donna Duncan, LPN - Petition No. 2018-761 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter 
of Donna Duncan, LPN. 
Ms. Duncan was present but was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Dietmann moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded, to approve the Consent Order which 
places Ms. Duncan’s license on probation for three years.   The motion passed unanimously.  Chair 
Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Cynthia Pfeiffer, RN - Petition No. 2018-78 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter 
of Cynthia Pfeiffer, RN. 
Ms. Pfeiffer was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order which 
places Ms. Pfeiffer’s license on probation for Four years.   The motion passed unanimously.  Chair 
Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Nicole Santo, LPN - Petition No. 2016-1340 
Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order modification 
in the matter of Nicole Santo, LPN.   
Ms. Santo was present with Attorney Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt. 
Jennifer Long moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded, to approve the Consent Order modification 
which extends the probation of Ms. Santo’s license by six months.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 

FACT-FINDING 
Dionne Brown, LPN - Petition No.  2016-519 
The Board conducted fact-finding for a hearing in this matter which was held on March 6, 2019. 
Respondent was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Brown moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Brown be found as charged.  The motion 
passed with all in favor except Jason Blando who abstained. 
Mary Brown moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Brown’s license be revoked.  The motion 
passed with all in favor except Jason Blando who abstained. 
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Presley Eze, LPN - Petition No.  2018-781 
The Board conducted fact-finding for a hearing in this matter which was held on Mach 6, 2019. 
Respondent was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Jennifer Long moved and Gina Reiners seconded that Mr. Eze be found as charged.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long moved and Gina Reiners seconded that Mr. Eze’s license be revoked.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
HEARINGS 

Christine DeFusco, LPN - Petition No. 2019-85 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that the Board grant the Department of 
Public Health’s oral motion to deem the allegations admitted based on an Answer to the Statement 
of Charges not being filed.  The motion passed with all in favor except Jason Blando who abstained. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that Ms. DeFusco be found as charged.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. DeFusco’s license be revoked.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Katie Martins, LPN - Petition No.  2018-936 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that the Board grant the Department of 
Public Health’s oral motion to deem the allegations admitted based on an Answer to the Statement 
of Charges not being filed.  The motion passed with all in favor except Jason Blando who abstained. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Dietmann moved and Gina Reiners seconded that Ms. Martins be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Dietmann moved and Gina Reiners seconded that Ms. Martins’ license be revoked.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 

 
Lunch 12:55 p.m. – 1:35 p.m. 

 
Laurie Salupen, RN - Petition No. 2018-1175 
Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
present with Attorney Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt. 
Testimony was provided by respondent. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Jennifer Long moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Ms. Salupen be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that the current probation of Ms. Salupen’s 
license be extended by six months with weekly random drug screening for the remainder of 
probation.  The motion passed with all in favor except Jason Blando who abstained. 
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that the Summary Suspension of respondent’s; 
license ordered on January 15, 2019, be vacated immediately.  The motion passed with all in favor 
except Jason Blando who abstained. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 2:45 p.m. 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 



The following minutes are draft minutes which are subject to revision and which have not yet been adopted by the Board. 

 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on May 15, 2019 the Department of Public Health 
Complex, 410--470 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut in room 470 A/B. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Jason Blando, Public Member 
     Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Elizaida Delgado, LPN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
     Jennifer Long, APRN 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  Gina M. Reiners, RN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 
     Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Deborah Brown, Health Program Associate 
     Helen Smith Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
     Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m. 
 
STUDENTS 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Lincoln Technical Institute. 
 

OPEN FORUM 
Nothing to report 

 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

Nothing to report 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Chair Bouffard reported she participated in a National Council State Boards of Nursing education 
committee telephone conference, 
 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS 
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by mary Dietmann to add to the agenda a Department of 
Public Health Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges in the matter of Heather Breen, RN.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

MINUTES 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve, as edited, the minutes, from 
the April 17, 2019 meeting.  The motion passed unanimously 
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SCHOOL ISSUES 
 
Porter & Chester Institute 

 Approval of Nursing Education Supervisor – Hamden Campus 
Maria Sparmer was present on behalf of Porter & Chester Institute. 
The Board reviewed a request to approve a Nursing Education Supervisor at the Hamden campus. 
This matter was tabled for further documentation to be submitted. 
 

 Investigation of complaint by former student 
Sabrina Gionfriddo was present for this discussion.  Helen Smith Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a 
synopsis of the Department of Public Health’s review of Ms. Gionfriddo’s complaint. 
The Board requested that MS. Gionfriddo provide additional information to the DPH for review at the 
June 19, 2019 meeting. 
 
Southern Connecticut State University – Approval of Department Chairperson 
Cheryl Resha was present from Southern Connecticut State University (SCSU).  Mary Dietmann 
made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to approve Dr. Resha as Chairperson of the 
Department of Nursing at SCSU. 
 
University of Connecticut School of Nursing– Permanent Waiver Requests 
Angela Starkweather was present on behalf of the UCONN School of Nursing. 
The Board reviewed requests for four permanent waivers. 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to grant a permanent waiver to allow 
Thomas Van Hoof, MD, EdD. to teach Nursing 1130, Health Care Delivery Systems.  The motion 
passed with all in favor except Mary Dietmann, Geraldine Marrocco and Jason Blando who were 
opposed. 
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to grant a permanent waiver to allow 
Michelle Judge, PhD to teach Nursing 3100, Clinical Science I and Nursing 3110 Clinical Science II.  
The motion failed unanimously.  The Board determined that Dr. Judge is not qualified to teach these 
courses as they pertain to pharmacology. 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to grant a permanent waiver to allow 
Thomas Long, PhD to teach Nursing 3715W, Nursing Leadership writing sections.  The motion failed 
unanimously.   
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to grant a permanent waiver to allow 
Thomas Long, PhD to teach Nursing 4265, Nursing Past as Prologue.  The motion passed with all in 
favor except Mary Dietmann, Geraldine Marrocco and Jason Blando who were opposed and Elizaida 
Delgado who abstained. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to grant a permanent waiver to allow 
Stephen Walsh, ScD. to teach Nursing 5020, Statistical Methods in Health Science Research.  The 
motion passed with all in favor except Mary Dietmann, Geraldine Marrocco and Jason Blando who 
were opposed. 
The Board expressed its concerns that these individuals have been teaching for many years without 
the UCONN School of Nursing seeking permanent waivers, which is a violation of State statutes and 
regulations. 
Hearing Officer Stacy Schulman will inquire of the Office of the Attorney General as to whether the 
Board can take any action regarding these violations. 
The Board requested that UCONN provide to the Department of Public Health for review, a list of 
nursing school faculty and their credentials.  
UCONN also requested a waiver of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies Section 20-90-48 
(b) which requires that contractual agreements between a nursing education program and cooperating 
health care entities be renewed at least every third year.  The Board commented that there is no 
provision in the regulations to grant a waiver of this requirement. 
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NCLEX SCORES 
The Board reviewed the NCLEX Scores for licensed practical nurse and registered nurse education 
programs for the time period May 1, 2018 through April 30, 2019. 
All of the registered nurse programs have met the requirement that at least 80% of students taking the 
licensing examination passed on their first attempt. 
All licensed practical nurse programs met this requirement except for Stone Academy’s West Haven 
Campus Day Program and Porter & Chester Institute’s Rocky Hill Day Program and Stratford Evening 
Program.  Stone Academy and Porter & Chester are to attend the June 19, 2019 meeting with their 
plan of correction. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to remove conditional approval of 
Porter & Chester Institute’s Stratford Day Program due to compliance with the passing rate 
requirement.  The motion passed unanimously.  Conditional approval due to clinical deficiencies 
remains in place. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to remove conditional approval of 
Stone Academy’s West Haven Campus Evening Program due to compliance with the passing rate 
requirement. 
 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health during April 2019. 
 

CRITERIA FOR REINSTATEMENT OF LAPSED LICENSES 
The Board reviewed the curriculum for the South Dakota State University South Dakota refresher 
program for licensed practical nurses. 
The Board discussed reaching out to Charter Oak College to determine if the LPN to RN Bridge 
Course could be used as an LPN refresher. 
 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION 
Amanda Alarcon, RN - Petition No. 2017-1460 
Jennifer Long moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Alarcon’s registered nurse license 
be revoked.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard 
signed the Order. 
 
Laurie Davidson, LPN - Petition No. 2015-1397 
Jennifer Long moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Davidson’s licensed practical nurse 
license be revoked.  The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed with all in favor except 
Jason Blando who abstained.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Karina Francis, RN - Petition No. 2017-1046 
Mary Dietmann moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Francis’ registered nurse license 
be suspended for a period of six months, with four years concurrent probation.  The motion was 
seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Dana Kendrick, RN - Petition No. 2018-138 
Jennifer Long moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Kendrick’s registered nurse license 
be revoked.  The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard 
signed the Order. 
 

MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Heather Breen, RN - Petition No. 2018-871 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented a Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges in this matter based 
on Ms. Breen’s surrender of her license. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Elizaida Delgado to grant the motion to withdraw 
the Statement of Charges.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
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MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 

Concetta Mancini, RN - Petition No. 2019-412 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 
Concetta Mancini.  Ms. Mancini was present but was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Brown moved to deny the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is not a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  
The motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco and passed unanimously.  The Board recommends 
that Ms. Mancini’s current license probation remain in place. 
 
Christopher Kay, RN - Petition No. 2019- 97 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 
Christopher Kay.  Mr. Kay was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that 
respondent’s continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety 
and welfare.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed with all in favor except Jason 
Blando who was opposed.  Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing will be 
scheduled for June 19, 2019. 
 

CONSENT ORDERS 
Luisa Young, RN - Petition No. 2018-1378 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter 
of Luisa Young, RN. 
Attorney John D’Ambrosio was present on behalf of represented. 
Mary Dietmann moved and Mary Brown seconded, to approve the Consent Order which places Ms. 
Young’s license on probation for one year with a reprimand and a $2500.00 civil penalty.  The motion 
passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Tammy Piccirillo, LPN - Petition No. 2018-684 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Tammy Piccirillo, LPN. 
Ms. Piccirillo was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order which places Ms. 
Piccirillo’s license on probation for four years.   The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard 
signed the Order. 
 
Amanda Hansen, LPN - Petition No. 2018-1156 
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Amanda Hansen, LPN. 
Attorney Robert Wilson was present on behalf of represented. 
Jennifer Long moved and Lisa Freeman seconded, to approve the Consent Order which reprimand’s 
Ms. Hansen’s license.   The motion passed with all in favor except Jason Blando and Mary Brown who 
were opposed.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Danielle Miranda, RN - Petition No: 2019-87 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Danielle Miranda, RN.   
Ms. Miranda was present but was not represented by counsel. 
Jennifer Long moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded, to approve the Consent Order.  Jennifer 
Long moved and Mary Brown voted in favor of the motion, all others were opposed, therefore the 
motion failed.  It was recommended that a narcotic key restriction be added to the Order. 
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Sandra Rowe, LPN - Petition No. 2019-86 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Sandra Rowe, LPN. 
Ms. Rowe was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Lisa Freeman moved and Jennifer Long seconded, to approve the Consent Order which places Ms. 
Rowe’s license on probation for four years.   The motion with all in favor except Geraldine Marrocco 
who was opposed.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Nikita Culton, RN - Petition No. 2018-1364 
Matthew Antonetti, Principal Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Nikita Culton, RN. 
Ms. Culton was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Dietmann moved and Elizaida Delgado seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes 
a reprimand and a $500.00 civil penalty.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 
Order. 
 

HEARINGS 
Allyson Allen, LPN - Petition No. 2017-429 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present 
but was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Dietmann moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded to enter executive session to take 
testimony pertaining to confidential treatment records.  The motion passed unanimously.  The Board 
entered executive session from 12:16 p.m. to 1:18 p.m.  No motions were made and no votes were 
taken in executive session. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that Ms. Allen be found as charged.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann that Ms. Allen’s license be placed 
on probation for four years with conditions, including AA/NA meeting attendance and no home care 
provision.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Geraldine Marrocco left the meeting at 1:35 p.m. 
 

Lunch 1:35 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. 
 
Jennifer Rivers-Biltcliff, LPN - Petition No. 2017-1043 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
present but was not represented 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Rivers-Biltcliff be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Rivers-Biltcliff’s license be placed on 
probation for one year with conditions, including random urine drug, employer evaluations and an 
education requirement.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 3:05 p.m. 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 

 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on June 19, 2019 the Legislative Office Building, 
300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut in room 2-A. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Jason Blando, Public Member 
     Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Elizaida Delgado, LPN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  Patricia C. Bouffard, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
     Jennifer Long, APRN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Alfreda Gaither, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 
     Kathleen Boulware, Public Health Services Manager, DPH 
     Helen Smith Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Matthew Antonetti, Principal Attorney, DPH 
     Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
     Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

Mary Brown, Chair pro tempore, called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m. 
 
STUDENTS 

Students from Lincoln Technical Institute, Stone Academy and Tunxis Community College were 
welcomed. 
 
 

OPEN FORUM 
Nothing to report 

 
 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

Nothing to report 
 
 
MINUTES 

Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Elizaida Delgado, to approve the minutes, from the 
May15, 2019 meeting.  The motion passed unanimously 
 
 

SCHOOL ISSUES 
Porter & Chester Institute 

 Nursing Education Supervisor – Hamden Campus 
Dr. Maria Sparmer, Director of the Practical Nursing Program was present on behalf of Porter & 
Chester Institute along with Attorney Joan Feldman 
The Board reviewed a request to allow Dr. Sparmer to have oversight of the Nursing Education 
Program at the Hamden campus until a qualified supervisor is hired.   
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to grant the request.  The motion 
passed unanimously.
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 NCLEX Scores – Plan of Correction 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a synopsis of Porter & Chester’s plan of correction 
regarding NCLEX scores for the Rocky Hill - Day Program and the Stratford - Evening Program. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that the plan of correction be 
approved and that a progress report be submitted to the Board in six months.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, that Porter & Chester’s  
Stratford-- Evening Program and the Rocky Hill – Day Program be placed on conditional status. 
The motion passed unanimously.  A request by Attorney Feldman to reconsider this decision was 
denied. 
 

 Investigation of Complaint by former student 
Attorney Feldman reported that efforts to reach out to the former student have been unanswered. 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH reported that additional information the Board requested the 
former student provide to the Department of Public Health has not been received. 
 
Stone Academy 

 Approval of Interim Program Director 
Linda Dahlin and Terry Kinsley were present from Stone Academy.  Mary Dietmann made a motion, 
seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to approve Terry Kinsley as the Interim Director of the Practical 
Nursing Program. 
 

 NCLEX Scores – Plan of Correction 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a synopsis of Stone Academy’s plan of correction 
regarding NCLEX scores for the West Haven - Day Program. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, that the plan of correction be approved.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, that Stone Academy’s  
West Haven - Day Program be placed on conditional status.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

 Request for change of NCLEX Program Code 
The Board discussed Stone Academy’s request for one program code for all Stone Academy sites. 
The Board commented that codes for each site is a useful tool for evaluating nursing programs that 
have multiple locations.  
Kathleen Boulware, Public Health Services Manager, DPH commented that the DPH will review this 
issue concerning all Connecticut nursing programs and will report back to the Board. 
 
University of Connecticut School of Nursing– Faculty review 
At its meeting on May 15, 2019, the Board requested that UCONN provide to the Department of Public 
Health for review, a list of nursing school faculty, and their credentials.  
UCONN provided the credentials for the 36 faculty who currently teach in the pre-licensure program. 
 
The Board requested that the DPH conduct an audit of faculty credentials for all pre-licensure 
programs in Connecticut. 
 
 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health during May 2019. 
 
 

CRITERIA FOR REINSTATEMENT OF LAPSED LICENSES 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH reported that Charter Oak College is not interested in allowing 
licensed practical nurses in need of a refresher to participate in the LPN to RN  Bridge Program and is 
not interested in starting an LPN refresher program. 
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REQUEST FOR CLAFICATION OF LICENSE REINSTATEMNT TERMS 
Jessica Johnson, RN 
Ms. Johnson was present with Attorney Richard Brown. 
At its April 17, 2019 meeting the Board reviewed a license reinstatement request regarding Jessica 
Johnson, RN.  Following review, the Board recommended that Ms. Johnson’s license be reinstated to 
probation, after successfully passing the NCLEX examination, for a period of four years with 
conditions including drug/alcohol screening, therapy and employer evaluations, and attendance at 
AA/NA meetings. 
Ms. Johnson now requests that the NCLEX examination requirement be waived. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Elizaida Delgado, to deny the request in that  
Ms. Johnson’s last clinical practice of nursing was in 2013.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

REQUEST TO TERMINATE PROBATION 
Kathryn Jaworski, LPN – License No. 035712 
Ms. Jaworski was present, without representation, regarding her request to terminate the probation of 
her licensed practical nurse license which is due to end on April 2020.  Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville 
was present for the Department of Public Health an spoke in opposition to Ms. Jaworski’s request. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to deny the request.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION 
Jeannette Czaja, LPN - Petition No. 2016-1423 
Geraldine Marrocco moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Czaja’s licensed practical 
nurse license be revoked.  The motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed unanimously.  
Mary Brown signed the Order. 
 
Dana Gibson, RN - Petition No. 2018-555 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Gibson’s registered nurse license be 
revoked.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  Mary Brown signed 
the Order. 
 
Julia Heller-Smith, RN - Petition No. 2017-1356 
Geraldine Marrocco moved to table this matter to allow for a revision of the proposed probationary 
terms.  Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. 
 
 

MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Kimberly Eldridge, RN - Petition No. 2018-559 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented a Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges in this matter based 
on Ms. Eldridge’s surrender of her license. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann to grant the motion to withdraw the 
Statement of Charges.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mary Brown signed the Order. 
 
 

MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 

Brian Gross, RN - Petition No. 2019-536 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Brian 
Gross.  Mr. Gross was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that 
respondent’s continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety 
and welfare.  The motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for July 17, 2019. 
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Charlene Zikaras, RN - Petition No. 2019-522 
Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 
Charlene Zikaras.  Ms. Zikaras was present but was not represented by counsel. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved to deny the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension.  The motion 
was seconded by Mary Dietmann.  Following discussion the motion to deny failed unanimously.   
Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that 
respondent’s continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety 
and welfare.  The motion was seconded by Elizaida Delgado and passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for July 17, 2019. 
A copy of the Summary Suspension Order was provided to Ms. Zikaras. 
 
Dana Zordan, RN - Petition No. 2019- 410 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Dana 
Zordan.  Mr. Zordan was present with Attorney Joan Feldman. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  
The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for July 17, 2019. 
A copy of the Summary Suspension Order was provided to Attorney Feldman. 
 
 

CONSENT ORDERS 
Daisy Acosta, LPN - Petition No. 2018- 615 
Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter 
of Daisy Acosta, RN. 
Attorney Richard Brown was present with respondent. 
Mary Dietmann moved and Gina Reiners seconded, to approve the Consent Order which places Ms. 
Acosta’s license on probation for one year with a reprimand.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mary 
Brown signed the Order. 
 
Renee Cottrill, LPN - Petition No. 2019-370 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Renee Cottrill, LPN. 
Ms. Cottrill was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order which 
suspends Ms. Cottrill’s license for three months with concurrent probation for four years.   The motion 
passed with all in favor except Elizaida Delgado who abstained.  Mary Brown signed the Order. 
 
Stacey Thompson, LPN - Petition No: 2018-798 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter 
of Stacey Thompson, LPN. 
Ms. Thompson was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order which 
places Ms. Thompson’s license on probation for one year with a reprimand.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  Mary Brown signed the Order. 
 
Rafael Diaz, RN - Petition No: 2018-1170 
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Rafael Diaz, RN. 
Attorney Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt was present with respondent. 
Gina Reiners moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded, to approve the Consent Order which 
imposes a reprimand and a $1000.00 civil penalty.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mary Brown 
signed the Order.
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Elaine Reynolds, RN - Petition No.2018-1301 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter 
of Elaine Reynolds, RN. 
Ms. Reynolds was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved and Elizaida Delgado seconded, to approve the Consent Order.  Following 
discussion the motion failed unanimously.  The Board recommended the addition of a civil penalty. 
 
Adrienne Ziemkiewcz, RN - Petition No.2018-702 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter 
of Adrienne Ziemkiewcz, RN. 
Attorney Ellen Costello was present for respondent. 
Gina Reiners moved and Elizaida Delgado seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes a 
reprimand.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mary Brown signed the Order. 
 
Tammy Meyer, RN - Petition No. 2019-72 
Mathew Antonetti, Principal Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Tammy Meyer, RN. 
Ms. Meyer was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order which restricts  
Ms. Meyer from practicing in Connecticut.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mary Brown signed the 
Order. 
 
 

HEARINGS 
Christina Mahner, LPN - Petition No. 2019- 347 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan was present for the Department of Public Health.  Ms. Mahner was present 
but was not represented by counsel for this hearing concerning her request to reinstate her license 
which was revoked on May 17, 2017 
Geraldine Marrocco moved and Gina Reiners seconded to enter executive session to take testimony 
pertaining to confidential treatment records.  The motion passed unanimously.  The Board entered 
executive session from 12:00 noon to 12:10 p.m.  No motions were made and no votes were taken in 
executive session. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that Ms. Mahner did not provide 
sufficient evidence of sobriety or sufficient evidence of her ability to return to nursing with reasonable 
skill and safety, therefore Ms. Manher’s request for license reinstatement should be denied.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 12:20 p.m. 
 
Mary Brown, RN 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 

 

 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on July 17, 2019 the Legislative Office Building, 300 Capitol 
Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut in room 2-B. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Jason Blando, Public Member 
     Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Elizaida Delgado, LPN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
     Jennifer Long, APRN 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:   Gina M. Reiners, RN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 
     Kathleen Boulware, Public Health Services Manager 
     Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Deborah Brown, Health Program Associate 
     Helen Smith Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
     Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m. 
 
STUDENTS 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Lincoln Technical Institute, Shelton Campus 
 

OPEN FORUM 
Nothing to report 
 

CHAIR UPDATES 
Chair Bouffard requests that the Department of Public Health provide an update on the status of regulation 
changes the Board previously contributed to. 

 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

Chair Bouffard spoke about Virtual Reality Simulation. 
 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH REQUEST FOR DECLARATORY RULING 
The Department of Public Health has requested a Declaratory Ruling regarding Insulin adjustment by 
school nurses for school children with parental input. 
Assistant Attorney General Henry Salton was present to provide counsel to the Board.  Attorney Salton 
explained the Declaratory Ruling process and the events which prompted the DPH to request a ruling on 
the following question: 

Is it within the scope of practice for school nurses to adjust insulin doses for school children with 
parental input as long as (I) a physician's order authorizes the parent/guardian of a student with 
diabetes to adjust the timing and/ or dosage of diabetes medication within specified limits, (2) the 
physician's order authorizes the school nurse to make dosage adjustment's within the same 
ranges(s) authorized for the patent guardian to propose, and (3) the nurse retains his/her 
professional judgement regarding the adjustment dose that he/she will administer? 

 
Lisa Freeman made a motion seconded by Mary Dietmann to consider the declaratory ruling request and to 
issue a ruling without further proceedings.  The motion passed unanimously. 



           Page 2 of 5 
 
Following discussion the Board unanimously voted that question as written is not within the scope of 
practice. 
 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion seconded by Mary Dietmann that it is within the scope of practice for a 
registered nurse in a school setting to adjust insulin doses for school children with parental input as long as 
(I) a provider's order authorizes the parent/guardian of a student with diabetes to adjust the timing and/ or 
dosage of diabetes medication within specified limits, (2) the provider's order authorizes the registered 
nurse in a school setting to make dosage adjustment's within the same ranges(s) authorized for the patent 
guardian to propose, and (3) the registered nurse retains his/her professional judgement regarding the 
adjustment dose that he/she will administer.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
A proposed ruling will be drafted for review and signature at a future meeting. 
 

SCHOOL ISSUES 
 
South Dakota State University – LPN Refresher Program 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH reported that as of July 2019 the South Dakota State University 
(SDSU) admission guidelines for the LPN & RN Refresher courses will expand for inclusion of 
individuals with prior felony conviction or Board of Nursing disciplinary actions. Admission will be 
conditional on the results of the required background searches and the commitment for clinical 
placement.  SDSU has stated that an applicant could complete the SDSU theory portion of the refresher 
course only and upon completion the applicant would be issued a certificate of completion. 
 
Registered Nurse Programs – Letters of Accreditation 
During the Board meeting on 12/20/2017 the Department provided letters of accreditation from eighteen 
Connecticut registered nurse programs schools.  As requested, the Department is providing letters of 
ongoing accreditation for the CT RN schools, since 12/20/2017.  The accreditation letters provided today 
are for: 

 Gateway Community College 

 Naugatuck Valley Community College 

 Northwestern CT Community College 

 Quinnipiac University 

 Three Rivers Community College 

 Goodwin College 

 Western CT State University 
 
Going forward, the Board requests that school responses to issues identified in the accreditation process 
be provided.  In addition, letters should be sent to the schools reminding them that regulations and statutes 
need to be adhered to, and to provide to the Department of Public Health for review, a list of nursing school 
faculty and their credentials. 
 
St. Vincent’s College at Sacred Heart University 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH reported the school changed its name to St. Vincent’s College 
effective July 1, 2019. 
 
University of Bridgeport– Approval of Interim Director, School of Nursing 
Carol Papp and Dawn Marie Nair were present from the University of Bridgeport. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to approve Dr. Nair as the Interim Director of the 
School of Nursing.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
University of Saint Joseph 

 Approval of Chairperson, Department of Nursing 
Elizabeth Francis Connolly and Janet Knecht were present from the University of Saint Joseph. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to approve Dr. Knecht as the Chair of 
the Department of Nursing.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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 Permanent Waiver Request 
The Board reviewed a permanent waiver request for Mellissa Marcucci to teach pathopharmocolgy.  Mary 
Brown made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to approve the request.  Mary Brown and Jennifer Long 
voted in favor of the motion all others were opposed.  The motion failed in that Ms. Marcucci does not have 
a Master’s Degree in Nursing as required by regulations. 
 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires received by 
the Department of Public Health during June 2019. 
 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION 
Kathryn Ford, RN - Petition No. 2018-433 
Mary Dietmann moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Ford’s registered nurse license be 
revoked.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 
Order. 
 
Presley Eze, LPN - Petition No. 2018-781 
Jennifer Long moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Mr. Eze’s licensed practical nurse license be 
revoked.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed 
the Order. 
 
Yachika Leonard, RN - Petition No. 2017-896 
Geraldine Marrocco moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Leonard’s registered nurse license 
be revoked.  The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed 
the Order. 
 

LICENSE REINSTATMENT REQUESTS 
Jill Bennett, RN 
Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH, presented a license reinstatement request regarding Jill 
Bennett, RN. 
Following review, the Board concurred with the DPH recommendation that Ms. Bennett’s license be 
reinstated to probation for a period of four years with conditions including drug/alcohol screening, therapy 
and employer evaluations, and attendance at AA/NA meetings, completion of a refresher program and 
passing the NCLEX examination. 
 
Wendy Fitzgerald, RN 
Kathleen Boulware, Public Health Services Manager, and Deborah Brown Health Program Associate DPH, 
presented a license reinstatement request regarding Wendy Fitzgerald, RN. 
Following review, the Board concurred with the DPH recommendation that Ms. Fitzgerald’s license be 
reinstated subsequent to completion of a refresher program and passing the NCLEX examination. 
 

PRE-HEARING REVIEW 
John Kemp, RN 
Brittany Allen presented a pre-hearing review packet in this matter.  Mr. Kemp was present without 
representation. 
Following review, the Board recommended no action be taken. 
 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Jasmine Quinones, LPN - Petition No. 2018-1406 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Jasmine 
Quinones.  Ms. Quinones was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Summary 
Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for August 14, 2019. 
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CONSENT ORDERS 
Jennifer Peacock, LPN - Petition No. 2017-1466 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Jennifer Peacock, RN. 
Ms. Peacock was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent.  Following discussion 
the motion failed unanimously. 
 
Tracy Kane, RN - Petition No. 2019-36 
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of Tracy 
Kane, RN. 
Ms. Kane was present but was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Dietmann moved and Mary Brown seconded, to approve the Consent Order which places Ms. Kane’s 
license on probation for four years.   The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Myra Espanol - Petition No. 2018-126 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Amanda Myra Espanol, LPN. 
Ms. Espanol was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order which places 
Ms. Espanol’s license on probation for two years.   The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed 
the Order. 
 
Dana Zordan, RN - Petition No: 2019-410 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Dana Zordan, RN.   
Mr. Zordan was present with Attorney Joan Feldman. 
Jennifer Long moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded, to approve the Consent Order which places Mr. 
Zordan’s license on probation for four years.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 
Order. 
 
Angela Star, RN - Petition No: 2018-892 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Angela Star, RN.   
Ms. Star was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Dietmann moved and Mary Brown seconded, to table this matter for a recommended revision.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Amanda Hart, RN - Petition No: 2019-444 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Amada Hart, RN.   
Ms. Hart was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Lisa Freeman moved and Jennifer Long seconded, to approve the Consent Order which places  
Ms. Hart’s license on probation for four years.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 
Order.  
 
Danielle Works, LPN - Petition No: 2018-1100 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Amada Hart, RN.   
Ms. Works was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Dietmann moved and Lisa Freeman seconded, to approve the Consent Order which places  
Ms. Works’ license on probation for four years.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed 
the Order. 
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HEARINGS 
Brian Gross, RN - Petition No. 2019-536 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present but 
was not represented by counsel. 
Following the close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, that Mr. Gross be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, that Mr. Gross’ license be revoked.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Concetta Mancini, RN - Petition No. 2019-412 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present 
but was not represented 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, that Ms. Mancini be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that this matter does not rise to a level that additional 
disciplinary action against Ms. Mancini’s license is warranted.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Geraldine Marrocco and Elizaida Delgado left the meeting at 12:30 p.m. 
 

Laura Kisatsky, RN - Petition No. 2019-412 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present 
with Attorney Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt. 
Following the close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Jennifer Long moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Ms. Kisatsky be found as charged.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that the current probation of Ms. Kisatsky’s license be 
extended such that the probation ends on May 18, 2024, with weekly random drug screening for the entire 
period of probation.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Dietmann, moved and Lisa Freeman seconded, that the Summary Suspension of respondent’s 
license, ordered on January 16, 2019, be vacated immediately.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 1:55 p.m. 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 

 

 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on August 14, 2019 the Legislative Office Building, 300 
Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut in room 2-A. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Jason Blando, Public Member 
     Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:   Elizaida Delgado, LPN 
     Jennifer Long, APRN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Alfreda Gaither, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 
     Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Helen Smith Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
     Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 
 
STUDENTS 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Lincoln Technical Institute, Shelton Campus 
 

CHAIR UPDATES 
Nothing to report 

 
OPEN FORUM 

Nothing to report 
 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

Chair Bouffard, Mary Brown, Geraldine Marrocco will be attending the annual meeting of National Council 
of State Boards of Nursing meeting beginning on August 21, 2019.  Dana Dalton from the Department of 
Public Health will also attend. 
 

MINUTES 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to approve the minutes, from the  
June 19, 2019 meeting.  The motion passed unanimously 
 

SCHOOL ISSUES 
Porter & Chester Institute  
Debra Hessell and Dorine Blanco were present from Porter & Chester Institute. 

 Approval of Acting Director – Practical Nursing Program 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to approve Debra Hessel as the Acting 
Director of the Practical Nursing Program.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 Approval of an Interim Nursing Education Supervisor – Rocky Hill Campus 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve Michelle Tanner as interim Nursing 
Education Supervisor of the Rocky Hill Campus.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 Approval of an Interim Nursing Education Supervisor – Hamden Campus 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to approve Doreen Blanco as interim Nursing 
Education Supervisor of the Hamden Campus upon receipt of official transcripts.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
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 Sacred Heart University - Temporary Waiver Request 
The Board reviewed a temporary waiver request for Tiffany Chuckta, BSN, RN as the Simulation 
Laboratory Instructor.  Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to approve a 6 
month waiver.  The motion passed with all in favor except Mary Dietmann and Jason Blando who were 
recused. 
 
University of Bridgeport– Approval of Interim Director, School of Nursing 
Carol Papp was present from the University of Bridgeport to answer questions regarding the University’s 
intent to offer an Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing program. 
 
University of Hartford 
Cesarina Thompson and Joyce Thielen were present from the University of Hartford. 

 Approval of Chairperson, Department of Nursing 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to approve Joyce Thielen as the Chair of 
the Department of Nursing.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 Campus Visit 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of the Department of Public Health’s visit to the 
University on July 25, 2019 
 

 Western Connecticut State  University - Temporary Waiver Request 
The Board reviewed a permanent waiver request for Magdalena Szczerbacki to teach two clinical nursing 
groups.  Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to approve a one-year waiver.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Faculty Credential Review 
At its meeting on May 15, 2019, the Board requested that the DPH conduct an audit of faculty credentials 
for all pre-licensure programs in Connecticut. 
Credentials for faculty at Quinnipiac University and Western Connecticut State University were reviewed at 
today’s meeting. 
 
Goodwin College – Campus Site Visit 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of the Department of Public Health’s visit to the 
Goodwin College on August 8, 2019 
 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires received by 
the Department of Public Health during July 2019. 
 

LICENSE REINSTATMENT REQUESTS 
Matthew Orozco, LPN 
Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH, presented a license reinstatement request regarding 
Matthew Orozco, LPN. 
Following review, the Board concurred with the DPH recommendation that Mr. Orozco’s license be 
reinstated to probation for a period of four years with conditions including drug/alcohol screening, therapy 
and employer evaluations, completion of a refresher program and passing the NCLEX examination. 
 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION 
Julia Heller-Smith, RN - Petition No. 2017-1356 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Heller Smith’s registered nurse license be 
suspended for one year with five years of concurrent probation and a $2000.00 civil penalty.  The motion 
was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Lourdes Mercado, LPN - Petition No. 2016-1279 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Mercados’s licensed practical nurse 
license be placed on probation for a period of two years.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and 
passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
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MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Kathryn Lovejoy, RN - Petition No. 2019-272 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Kathryn 
Lovejoy.  Ms. Lovejoy was present with Attorney Richard Brown. 
Mary Brown moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 
Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for September 18, 2019. 
 
Tammy Piccirillo, LPN - Petition No. 2019-839 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Tammy 
Piccirillo.  Ms. Piccirillo was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Summary 
Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for September 18, 2019. 
 
Joseph Iannicelli, LPN - Petition No. 2019-701 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Joseph 
Iannicelli Ms. Iannicelli  was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Summary 
Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for September 18, 2019. 
 

CONSENT ORDERS 
Angela Star, RN - Petition No: 2018-892 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Angela Star, RN.   
Ms. Star was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes a 
reprimand and probation for a period of four years.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard 
signed the Order.  
 
Sarah Smith, RN - Petition No: 2019-443 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Sarah Smith, RN.   
Ms. Smith was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved and Mary Dietmann seconded, to table this matter for presentation of additional 
information.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Christopher Kay, RN - Petition No. 2019- 97 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented the Board with a Motion for Consent Order for Christopher Kay.  Mr. 
Kay was present with Attorney Richard Brown. 
Gina Reiners moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded, to approve the Consent Order.  Following 
discussion the motion to approve failed unanimously. 
Mary Dietmann moved and Lisa Freeman seconded, to enter executive session to review confidential 
treatment records.  The motion passed unanimously.  The Board entered executive session from 10:25 
a.m. 10:40 a.m.  No motions were made and no votes were taken in executive session. 
The Board subsequently recommended that a six month suspension be included in the Consent Order 
language. 
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HEARINGS 
Charlene Zikaras, RN - Petition No. 2019-522 
Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present 
but was not represented by counsel. 
The hearing did not conclude and was continued to September 18, 2019 to allow for additional information 
to be obtained. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 11:45 a.m. 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 
 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on September 18, 2019 the Legislative Office Building, 300 
Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut in room 2-B. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Jason Blando, Public Member 
     Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:   Elizaida Delgado, LPN 
     Jennifer Long, APRN 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Alfreda Gaither, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 
     Kathleen Boulware, Public Health Services Manager 
     Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Deborah Brown, Health Program Associate 
     Helen Smith Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     David Tilles, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
     Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:34 a.m. 
 
STUDENTS 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Lincoln Technical Institute, Shelton Campus 
 

CHAIR UPDATES 
Nothing to report 

 
OPEN FORUM 

Nothing to report 
 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

Mary Brown provided a report of the of National Council of State Boards of Nursing annual meeting which 
began on August 21, 2019 
 

MINUTES 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve the minutes from the 
July 17, 2019 meeting.  The motion passed with all in favor except Gina Reiners who abstained. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Reinstatement after practicing with a lapsed license  
Stephen Carragher, Public Health Services Manager, DPH Practitioner Licensing Unit explained the current 
policy regarding practitioners who have continued to practice after their license has expired and are 
seeking reinstatement.  The current policy requires a reinstatement consent order which imposes a 
reprimand and a civil penalty which is calculated based on the time period the practitioner has continued to 
practice following the end of the 90 grace period after the license expiration date. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to endorse the DPH’s current policy. 
The motion passed with al in favor except Jason Blando who was opposed. 
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SCHOOL ISSUES 
 

A. Faculty Credential Review 
At its meeting on May 15, 2019, the Board requested that the DPH conduct an audit of faculty credentials 
for all pre-licensure programs in Connecticut. 
Credentials for faculty at Central Connecticut State University; Fairfield University Egan School of Nursing 
& Health Studies; and Sacred Heart University were reviewed at today’s meeting. 
 

B. Fairfield University, Egan School of Nursing & Health Studies - Temporary Waiver Request 
Audrey Beauvais was present from Fairfield University 
The Board reviewed a temporary waiver request for Kelsey Doyle, BSN, RN.  
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to approve the request.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 

C. Lincoln Technical Institute - Approval of Nursing Program Administrator 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann to table this matter to allow for additional 
information to be presented.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

D. Norwalk Community College - Approval of Interim Director of Nursing and Allied Health 
Carol Yoder was present from Norwalk Community College. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to approve Ms. Yoder as the Interim Director of 
Nursing and Allied Health.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

E. Sacred Heart University– Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing  
Mary Donius was present from Sacred Heart University.  Ms. Donius explained the University’s plan to offer 
an Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
 

F. Yale University – Permanent Waiver Requests 
Phil Martinez was present from the Yale School of Nursing. 
The Board reviewed a permanent waiver request for Sharen McKay  
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to approve the request that Sharen McKay teach 
Nursing 503 - Biomedical Foundations of Health and Disease.  Following discussion of Ms. McKay’s credentials 
the motion passed with all in favor except Mary Dietmann and Jason Blando who were opposed. 
 
The Board reviewed a permanent waiver request for Lisa Meland. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to deny the request that Lisa Meland teach 
Nursing 509 - Introduction to Drug Therapy for the Graduate Entry Prespecialty in Nursing Program.  Following 
discussion of Ms. Meland’s credentials, Mary Dietmann and Jason Blando voted to deny the request, all 
others were opposed. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to approve the request that Lisa Meland teach 
Nursing 509 - Introduction to Drug Therapy for the Graduate Entry Prespecialty in Nursing Program.   
The motion passed with all in favor except. Mary Dietmann and Jason Blando who were opposed. 
 

G. Porter & Chester Institute 
Philip Krebbs, Nancy Brunet and Attorney Joan Feldman were present from Porter & Chester Institute 

 Practical Nursing Program additional DPH visits for the 5 year study 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a report on campus visits and clinical site visits.  Mr. Krebbs, 
Ms. Brunet and Attorney Feldman addressed the Board regarding the DPH findings and indicated that 
Porter & Chester is implementing leadership changes to correct the noted deficiencies. 
Following discussion the Board requested that Porter & Chester provide monthly updates of its progress 
and that DPH perform repeat site visits in 6 months. 
Mary Brown Made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, that conditional approval of all Porter & Chester 
sites continue for an additional year.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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 Approval of a Nursing Education Supervisor – Rocky Hill Campus 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to approve Latoya Lewis as the Nursing 
Education Supervisor at the Porter & Chester Rocky Hill Campus.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires received by 
the Department of Public Health during August 2019. 
 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION 
Allyson Allen, LPN - Petition No. 2017-429 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Allen’s Licensed practical nurse license be 
placed on probation.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  Chair 
Bouffard signed the Order. 
 

LICENSE REINSTATEMNT HEARING REQUEST 
Dana Kendrick, RN 
Ms. Kendrick was not present and was not represented. 
The Board reviewed a request for a reinstatement hearing from Ms. Kendrick, whose registered nurse 
license was revoked effective May 15, 2019. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to grant Ms. Kendrick a reinstatement hearing.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 

PRE-HEARING REVIEW 
Jill Cavanaugh, RN - Petition No: 2018-443 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented a pre-hearing review packet in this matter.  Ms. Cavanaugh was 
present with Attorney Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman to enter executive session to review 
confidential medical/treatment records.  The motion passed unanimously and the Board entered executive 
session from 11:50 a.m. until 12:00 noon.  No motions were made and no votes were taken during 
executive session. 
Following executive session the Board recommended that a second pre-hearing review be scheduled for 
December 2019, to allow for additional information to be obtained. 
 

CONSENT ORDERS 
Sara Smith, RN - Petition No: 2019-443 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Sara Smith, RN. 
Ms. Smith was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved and Lisa Freeman seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes probation 
for a period of four years.   
The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Nicole Loving, RN - Petition No: 2019-621 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Nicole Loving, RN. 
Ms. Loving was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Brown moved and Gina Reiners seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes probation 
for a period of three years.   
The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Christopher Kay RN - Petition No: 2019-97 
The Department of Public Health requested that this matter be rescheduled to the October meeting. 
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Kelly Dido, RN - Petition No: 2019-726 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Kelly Dido, RN. 
Ms. Dido was present and was represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes 
probation for a period of four years.   
The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Stephani Scheurenbrand, APRN, RN - Petition Nos: 2018-234, 2018-248 
Matthew Antonetti, Principal Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Stephani Scheurenbrand, APRN, RN.   
Ms. Scheurenbrand was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Brown moved and Lisa Freeman seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes a 
reprimand and a restriction from practicing in Connecticut.  
The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order.  
 
 

HEARINGS 
Danielle Miranda, RN - Petition No. 2019-87 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present 
with Attorney Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Brown moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Ms. Miranda be found as charged.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved and Gina Reiners seconded that Ms. Miranda’s license be placed on probation with 
conditions for a period of four years.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Mary Dietmann left for the day at 12:30 p.m. 
 
Charlene Zikaras, RN - Petition No. 2019-522 
Principal Attorney Matthew Antonetti was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
present but was not represented by counsel. 
Testimony was provided by respondent. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Ms. Zikaras be found as charged.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved and Mary Brown seconded that Ms. Zikaras’ license be suspended for three months 
with concurrent probation with conditions for a period of four years and a $200.00 civil penalty.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Greg Ulrich, RN - Petition No. 2018-255 
Staff Attorney David Tilles was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present with 
Attorney Thomas Noonan. 
 

Mary Brown and Gina Reiners left for the day at 3:00 p.m. 

 
The hearing did not conclude and was continued to October 16, 2019. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 4:02 p.m. 

 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on October 16, 2019 the Legislative Office Building, 300 
Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut in room 2-A. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Jason Blando, Public Member 
     Elizaida Delgado, LPN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
     Jennifer Long, APRN – via telephone 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:   Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Alfreda Gaither, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 
     Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Deborah Brown, Health Program Associate 
     Helen Smith Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Matthew Antonetti, Principal Attorney, DPH 
     Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     David Tilles, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
     Agnieszka Salek, Paralegal Specialist, DPH 
     Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 9:38 a.m. 
 
STUDENTS 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Henry Abbott Technical School and Central Connecticut State 
University, Shelton Campus 
 

CHAIR UPDATES 
Chair Bouffard reported that she, along with Gina Reiners and Geraldine Marrocco, met with 
representatives from the Office of the State Auditors as part of a review of Connecticut’s Prescription 
Monitoring Program. 

 
OPEN FORUM 

Nothing to report 
 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

Nothing to report 
 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to add a Motion for Summary Suspension 
regarding Concetta Mancini, RN to the agenda.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

MINUTES 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to approve the minutes from the  
August 14, 2019 meeting.  The motion passed with all in favor except Elizaida Delgado and Jennifer Long 
who abstained. 
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SCHOOL ISSUES 
 

A. Faculty Credential Review 
At its meeting on May 15, 2019, the Board requested that the DPH conduct an audit of faculty credentials 
for all pre-licensure programs in Connecticut. 
Credentials for faculty at Sothern Connecticut State University; University of Bridgeport; University of St. 
Joseph, and Yale School of Nursing were reviewed at today’s meeting. 
 

Lisa Freeman arrived at 9:50 a.m. 
 

B. Lincoln Technical Institute - Approval of Nursing Program Administrator 
Deborah Little and Patricia DeLucia were present from Lincoln Technical Institute. 
This matter is tabled until the November 20, 2019 meeting to allow for additional information to be 
presented. 
 

C. Stone Academy - Approval of Program Director 
Linda Dahlin and Terry Kinsley were present from Stone Academy. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to approve Ms. Kinsley as Practical Nurse 
Program Administrator.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

D. Porter & Chester Institute – Plan of Correction 
Nancy Brunet and Debra Hessell were present from Porter & Chester Institute 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a synopsis of the Porter & Chester’s plan of correction. 
Porter & Chester will be scheduled to return at the November 20, 2019 meeting to provide a monthly 
update. 
 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires received by 
the Department of Public Health during September 2019. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Matthew Antonetti, Principal Attorney, DPH provided an overview regarding rulings issued by the Board on 
March 21, 2007 in the matters of Meg Fenn, RN, APRN and Rose Ann Olsen, RN.  The rulings concern the 
submission of treatment records in substance abuse related cases. 
 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Melissa Eccles, LPN - Petition No. 2018-123 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Melissa 
Eccles.  Ms. Eccles was not present and was not represented. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Summary 
Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for November 20, 2019. 
 
Renee Cottrill, LPN - Petition No. 2019-896 
Matthew Antonetti, Principal Attorney presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 
Renee Cottrill.  Ms. Cottrill was not present and was not represented. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Summary 
Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for November 20, 2019. 
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Concetta Mancini, RN - Petition No. 2019-1109 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Concetta 
Mancini.  Ms. Mancini was present with Attorney John D’Ambrosio. 
Lisa Freeman moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Elizaida Delgado and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Summary 
Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for November 20, 2019. 
 

Jennifer Long left the meeting at 10:40 a.m. 
 

PRE-HEARING REVIEW 
Luz A. Asto, LPN - Petition No: 2018-443 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented a pre-hearing review packet in this matter.  Ms. Asto was present 
with Attorney Heather Berchem. 
The Board recommended that a hearing be scheduled in this matter. 
 

CONSENT ORDERS 
Amanda Claffey, RN - Petition No: 2019-102 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Amanda Claffey RN. 
Ms. Claffey was present but was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved and Lisa Freeman seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes probation 
for a period of four years. 
The motion unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Patricia Fryer, RN - Petition No: 2019-760 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Patricia Fryer, RN. 
Ms. Fryer was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved and Elizaida Delgado seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes 
probation for a period of four years. 
The motion unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Kathryn Lovejoy, RN - Petition No: 2019-272 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Kathryn Lovejoy, RN. 
Ms. Lovejoy was present with Attorney Richard Brown... 
Gina Reiners moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded, to approve the Consent.  The motion failed with 
all voting not to approve the Consent Order, except for Elizaida Delgado who abstained. 
Following further review, Geraldine Marrocco moved and Gina Reiners seconded, to approve the Consent 
Order which imposes probation for a period of four years. 
The motion with all in favor except for Jason Blando who abstained.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Armand Ntchana, APRN - Petition No: 2019-726 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Patricia Fryer, RN. 
Mr. Ntchana was present but was not represented by counsel. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved and Elizaida Delgado seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes 
a reprimand and probation for a period of one year. 
The motion with all in favor except for Gina Reiners who abstained.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 

Break 11:40 a.m. – 11:55 a.m. 
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Greg Ulrich, RN - Petition No. 2018-255 
Staff Attorney David Tilles was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present with 
Attorney Thomas Noonan. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to enter executive session to obtain 
testimony regarding confidential treatment records.   The motion passed unanimously and the Board 
entered executive session from 12:05 p.m. until 3:50 p.m.  No motions were made and no votes were taken 
during executive session. 
The hearing conclude.  Fact-finding will be scheduled for November 20, 2019. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 4:40 p.m. 

 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 

 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on November 20, 2019 at the Legislative Office 
Building, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut in room 2A. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Jason Blando, Public Member 

    Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member  
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Elizaida Delgado, LPN 
     Jennifer Long, APRN  
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN  
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Alfreda Gaither, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 
     Kathleen Boulware, Public Health Services Manager, DPH 

Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH  
     Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH  
     Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
     Agnieszka Salek, Hearings Liaison, DPH 
     Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:37 a.m. 
 
STUDENTS 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Central Connecticut State College and the University of 
Hartford. 

 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Nothing to report.  
 
 

OPEN FORUM 
Nothing to report. 
 
 

NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 
Dana Dalton called in to a disciplinary call.    
 
 

MINUTES 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by May Dietmann, to approve the minutes from  
September 18, 2019.  The motion passed with all in favor.  
 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa S. Freeman, to approve the minutes from 
October 16, 2019 meeting.   The motion passed with all in favor except Mary Dietmann and 
Mary Brown who abstained.  
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SCHOOL ISSUES 
A. Faculty Credential Review 

At its meeting on May 15, 2019, the Board requested that the DPH conduct an audit of faculty 
credentials for all pre-licensure programs in Connecticut.     
Credentials for faculty at Goodwin College were reviewed at today’s meeting    
 
Credentials for faculty at the University of Hartford were reviewed today as well.  The Board 
requested more information be presented at the December meeting.     
 

B. Yale University Accreditation School of Nursing 
The Board reviewed a letter dated October 30, 2019, from the Commission on Collegiate 
Nursing Education (CCNE) to the Yale University School of Nursing indicating that the master’s 
degree program at Yale has been granted continued accreditation to 2029.  
 

C. Fairfield University Egan School of Nursing and Health Studies – Masters Entry to Professional 
Nursing 
The Board reviewed a letter dated October 2, 2019 indicating Fairfield University Egan School 
of Nursing & Health Studies plans to commence a Masters Entry to Professional Nursing 
(MEPN) program to begin May of 2021.  
 

D. Lincoln Technical Institute – Approval of Program Administrator  
Deborah Little and Patty Delucia were present from Lincoln Technical Institute.  
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to approve Deborah Little as the 
Corporate Assistant Dean of Nursing.   The motion passed with all in favor except Jason Blando 
who abstained.    
Since this is a newly created position the school is to submit a written status report in 6 months.     
 

E. Porter & Chester Institute – Plan of Correction 
Debra Hessell and Nancy Brunet were present from Porter & Chester Institute.   Helen Smith, 
Nurse Consultant, DPH, provided a synopsis of the Porter & Chester’s plan of correction.    
Following a review of the plan and discussion Lisa S. Freeman made a motion, seconded by 
Gina Reiners, to accept the plan of correction.  The motion passed unanimously.    
The Board requested that the monthly updates continue at least until March, 2020.  
 
 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health during October, 2019. 
80 calls were received in October. 

 
 
LPN REFERESHER PROGRAM 

Dana Dalton provided an update regarding LPN refresher program offered by South Dakota 
State University. 
The Department of Public Health sent a facsimile to nursing home administrators and directors 
of nursing explaining the reasons why licensed practical nurses may need a refresher.           
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USE OF WEB-BASED MONITRORING SYSTEM:   CHANGES IN SCREENING AND REVISION TO 
THE CONSENT ORDER LANGUAGE  
 

Kathy Boulware announced her retirement and introduced Janet Brancifort as the new Public 
Health Services Manager for the Department of Public Health Practitioner Investigation Unit.   

 
Ms. Boulware reported that the Department is considering transitioning to a new web-based 
monitoring system program called Recovery Trek.  This monitoring system is currently used by 
the Haven Program.  
Recovery Trek incorporates a call-in or log-in system (can be done, via an APP, cell phone, 
computer, or call in to an 800 number) where the respondent is responsible for calling or logging 
in daily to determine whether or not he/she has to submit to a urine screen.  In addition, the 
respondent would be provided with a personal confidential web page that is accessible by the 
department to check and track their progress, and see if there are any missing reports.  The 
respondent can upload 12 step meeting logs, and upload prescriptions to validate urine 
screens.  The system also allows employers and therapists to log in and provide reports, and 
allows the therapists to see drug screen results so they have first-hand information about a 
respondent’s urine screens. 
Additionally, for those professionals whose only substance of dependence is alcohol, the 
Department is considering using a breathalyzer device as primary mode of monitoring.   

 
 
LICENSE REINSTATEMENT REQUESTS 

Kristin Brice, LPN 
Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH presented a license reinstatement request 
regarding Kristin Brice, LPN.  
Following review, the Board concurred with the DPH recommendation that Ms. Brice’s license 
be reinstated to probation with conditions including screening, therapy and employer 
evaluations.    

 
 
MEMORANDA OF DECISION 

Dionne Brown, LPN - Petition No. 2016-519 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Brown’s licensed practical 
nurse license be revoked.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed 
unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Christine DeFusco, LPN - Petition No. 2019-85 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. DeFusco’s licensed practical 
nurse license be revoked.  The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed 
unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Christine Mahner, LPN - Petition No. 2019-452 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Mahner’s request for 
reinstatement of her licensed practical nurse license be denied.  The motion was seconded by 
Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Concetta Mancini, RN - Petition No. 2019-412 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Mancini’s registered nurse 
remain on probation pursuant to a September 20, 2017 Reinstatement Consent Order.  The 
motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 
Order. 
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Katie Ann Martins, LPN - Petition No. 2018-936 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Martins’ licensed practical 
nurse license be revoked.  The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed 
unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Lori Salupen, RN - Petition No. 2018-1175 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that the probation of Ms. Salupen’s 
registered nurse license ordered on June 15, 2016 be extended for an additional six months.  
The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed 
the Order. 
 
 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Cynthia Riley, LPN - Petition No. 2018-123 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 
Cynthia Riley.  Ms. Riley was not present and was not represented. 
Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that 
respondent’s continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, 
safety and welfare.  The motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed unanimously.  
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for 
December 18, 2019. 
 
 

CONSENT ORDERS 
Mary Archer, RN - Petition No: 2019-1131 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Mary Archer, RN. 
Ms. Archer was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Dietmann moved and Gina Reiners seconded, to approve the Consent Order which 
imposes probation for a period of four years.   
The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Nicole Holiday, RN, APRN, RN - Petition Nos: 2019-458; 2019-445 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Nicole Holiday, RN, APRN. 
Ms. Holiday was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Brown moved and Gina Reiners seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes 
probation for a period of three years.   
Mary Brown moved and Gina Reiners voted in favor of the motion to approve.  Chair Bouffard, 
Lisa Freeman, Mary Dietmann and Jason Blando were opposed.   
The Consent Order was not approved.  A hearing will be scheduled. 
 
Lisa Vivenzio, RN - Petition No: 2018-966 
Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Lisa Vivenzio, RN. 
Ms. Vivenzio was present with Attorney Cody Gaumieri. 
Mary Dietmann moved and Lisa Freeman seconded, to approve the Consent Order which 
imposes probation for a period of four years.   
The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
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Karina Francis, RN - Petition No: 2019-845 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the 
matter of Karina Francis, RN. 
Ms. Francis was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Dietmann moved and Gina Reiners seconded, to approve the Consent Order which 
imposes a six month suspension with concurrent probation for a period of four years.   
The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 

FACT-FINDING 
Greg Ulrich, RN - Petition No. 2018-255 
Lisa Freeman moved and Mary Brown seconded that paragraph 1, the first paragraph of 2; 
paragraph 2a; and paragraph 2b as it relates to July 28 were proven by a preponderance of the 
evidence presented.  That paragraphs 2c and 3 were not proven.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
Lisa Freeman moved and Mary Brown seconded that the case against Mr. Ulrich be dismissed.  
The motion passed unanimously.  
 

HEARINGS 
Renee Cottrill, LPN - Petition No. 2018-896 
Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent 
was not present and was not represented counsel. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, that the Board grant the Department 
of Public Health’s oral motion to deem the allegations admitted based on an Answer to the 
Statement of Charges not being filed.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved and May Dietmann seconded, that Ms. Cottrill be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved and May Dietmann seconded, that Ms. Cottrill’s license be revoked.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Melissa Eccles, LPN - Petition No. 2018-123 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent 
was present but was not represented by counsel. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that Ms. Eccles be found as 
charged.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown made a motion on the record, seconded by Lisa Freeman, that the Summary 
Suspension respondent’s license shall remain in effect and that no later than December 23, 
2019 respondent shall undergo a substance abuse evaluation performed by a licensed 
psychiatrist and that respondent submit to an observed random chain of custody urine screen 
for alcohol and drugs.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Tammy Piccirillo, LPN - Petition No. 2019-87 
Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent 
was not present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that the Board grant the 
Department of Public Health’s oral motion to deem the allegations admitted based on an 
Answer to the Statement of Charges not being filed.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved, and May Dietmann seconded, that Ms. Piccirillo be found as charged.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and May Dietmann seconded, that Ms. Piccirillo’s license be revoked.  
The motion passed unanimously. 



          PAGE 6 of 6 
 
Joseph Iannicelli, LPN - Petition No. 2019-701 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent 
was present but was not represented by counsel. 
Following close of the hearing the Board began fact-finding.  During discussion the Board 
indicated it would reopen the record and continue the hearing for additional information to be 
presented by respondent at the December 18, 2019 meeting. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 1:05 
p.m. 

 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 
 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on December 18, 2019 at the Legislative 
Office Building, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut in room 2A. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member  
     Jennifer Long, APRN  
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN  
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Jason Blando, Public Member 
     Elizaida Delgado, LPN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Alfreda Gaither, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 
     Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
     Matthew Antonetti, Principal Attorney, DPH  
     Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
     Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
     Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m. 
 
STUDENTS 

Students from Stone Academy, East Hartford, Connecticut were in attendance. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Nothing to report.  
 
 

OPEN FORUM 
Nothing to report. 
 

Gina M. Reiners arrived at 8:40 a.m. 
 

NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

• The NCSBN mid-year meeting will be held in Boston March 3-5, 2020. 

• The passing standards for the NCLEX-LPN examination have been increased. 

• A next generation NLCEX examination is under development. 
 

SCHOOL ISSUES 
A. Faculty Credential Review 

At its meeting on May 15, 2019, the Board requested that the DPH conduct an audit of 
faculty credentials for all pre-licensure programs in Connecticut.     
Credentials for faculty at the University of Hartford were reviewed at today’s meeting    
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B. Connecticut Community College Nursing Program 
Linda M. Perfetto was present on behalf of the Connecticut Community College Nursing 
Program and explained changes to the final program learning outcomes. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to accept the changes to 
the curriculum.  The motion passed with all in favor. 
Chair Bouffard recused herself from the discussion and vote in this matter. 
 

C Lincoln Technical Institute – Approval of Program Administrator  
Deborah Little and Hillary Holiday were present from Lincoln Technical Institute.  
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown to approve Hillary Holiday as the 
Interim Director of Nursing at the New Britain campus.   The motion passed unanimously.  
 

D. Porter & Chester Institute – Plan of Correction 
Nancy Brunet was present from Porter & Chester Institute. 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH, provided a synopsis of the Porter & Chester’s plan of 
correction regarding NCLEX pass rates 
Following a review and discussion Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary 
Brown, to accept the plan of correction relating to pass rates.  The motion passed 
unanimously.    
 
Helen Smith, provided a synopsis of the Porter & Chester’s general plan of correction 
monthly update.  Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to accept 
the monthly update.  The Board requested that future updates include data relating to 
outcomes.  
 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve Michelle Tanner 
as the Interim Nursing supervisor at the Rocky Hill campus.   The motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice 
inquires received by the Department of Public Health during November, 2019.  42 calls 
were received in November. 

 
 
LICENSE REINSTATEMENT REQUESTS 

Patricia Zapullo, RN 
Stephen Carragher, Public Health Services Manager, DPH Office of Practitioner Licensing 
presented a request from Patricia Zapullo asking that her registered nurse license be 
reinstated to retired status.  Ms. Zapullo’s license has been in retired status since at least 
2009but lapsed due to nonrenewal on April 30, 2017. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to recommend reinstatement to 
retired status. 
 
 

REQUEST TO MODIFY MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
The Board reviewed a request from Judith Cullen, RN asking for a modification of a 
Reinstatement Memorandum of Decision dated April 19, 2017. 
This matter will be scheduled for a hearing on March 17, 2020. 
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MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Kaitlyn Sutton, LPN - Petition No. 2019-769 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension.  
Kaitlyn Sutton. Ms. Sutton was not present and was not represented. 
Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that 
respondent’s continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public 
health, safety and welfare.  The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed 
unanimously. 
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for 
January 15, 2020. 
 
Denise Ambrose, LPN - Petition No. 2019-751 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension 
for Denise Ambrose. Ms. Ambrose was not present and was not represented. 
Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that 
respondent’s continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public 
health, safety and welfare.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed 
unanimously. 
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing will be scheduled for 
January 15, 2020. 
 

CONSENT ORDERS 
Jill Cavanaugh, RN - Petition No: 2018-443 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented a pre-hearing review packet in this matter.  
Ms. Cavanaugh was present with Attorney Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt. 
Following review the Board recommended that additional information be presented. 
 
Mary Reed, RN - Petition No: 2019-1131 
Matthew Antonetti, Principal Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent 
Order in the matter of Mary Reed, RN. 
Ms. Reed was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Jennifer moved and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order  
Jennifer moved, Mary Dietmann and Geraldine Marrocco voted in favor of the motion to 
approve. Chair Bouffard, Mary Brown and Gina Reiners were opposed. The motion to 
approve the Consent Order failed. 
 
 

HEARINGS 
Joseph Iannicelli, LPN - Petition No. 2019-701 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  
Respondent was present but was not represented by counsel. 
Following close of the hearing the Board began fact-finding.  Mary Brown moved, and Mary 
Dietmann seconded that Mr. Iannicelli be found as charged.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved and Jennifer Long seconded that the probation of Mr. Iannicelli’s 
license, set forth in a March 6, 2019, Memorandum of Decision remain in effect.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded that the Summary Suspension of Mr. 
Iannicelli’s license ordered on August 14, 2019 be vacated immediately.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
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Amy Slepica, RN - Petition No. 2018-1418 
Matthew Antonetti, Principal Attorney, was present for the Department of Public Health.  
Respondent was not present and was not represented. 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that the Board grant the 
Department of Public Health’s oral motion to deem the allegations admitted based on an 
Answer to the Statement of Charges not being filed.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Slepica be found as charged.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Slepica’s license be revoked.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Dana Kendrick, LPN - Petition No. 2018-896 
Matthew Antonetti, Principal Attorney, was present for the Department of Public Health.   
Respondent was present but not represented by counsel. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Dietmann moved, and Gina Reiners seconded that Ms. Kendrick’s license be 
reinstated.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Elaine Reynolds, RN - Petition No. 2018-1301 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  
Respondent was present but was not represented by counsel. 
Following close of the hearing the Board began fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Reynolds be found as 
charged.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded that the Board issue a Memorandum of 
Decision ordering Ms. Reynold to cease and desist practicing beyond that of a registered 
nurse that her license be reprimanded, and that she pay a $200.00 civil penalty.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 
12:38 p.m. 

 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 
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