
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on January 20, 2016 at the Legislative 

Office Building, Room 1-D, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN 

Jennifer Long, APRN  

Geraldine Marrocco, RN – left at 12:30 PM 

Gina M. Reiners, RN 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Carrie Simon, Public Member 

Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 

Ellen M. Komar, RN 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Joanne V. Yandow, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Stacy M. Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Alfreda G. Gaither, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Christian Andresen, Section Chief, Practitioner Licensing and Investigations, 

DPH 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Helen Centeno, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Kelly Mueller, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Denise Foley, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 

Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 

Ellen M. Shanley, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 

David Tilles, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 

Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 

Martin DiVito, III, Quinnipiac University Intern, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

 

Once we had a quorum, Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:38 AM. 

 

STUDENTS 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Stone Academy – East Hartford Campus, Lincoln 

Technical Institute – New Britain and Shelton Day Campuses, Central CT State University, 

Lincoln College, Yale University, Western CT State University, and Quinnipiac University.     

 

CHAIR UPDATES 

Chair Bouffard will defer her updates to the NCSBN updates. 

 

OPEN FORUM 

There were no comments or concerns from the audience.   

 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS AND REORDERING OF AGENDA 

Mary Brown moved to reorder the agenda throughout the day and also to place the outcome 

of the U. S. Department of Transportation’s request regarding RN Scope of Practice on the 

agenda as an FYI for the minutes.  The motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed 

unanimously.   

 

Also, Michaela Love, RN – DPH will present a Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges as 

Ms. Love signed a Voluntary Surrender on January 19, 2016. 



2016 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – FEBRUARY 3, 2016 – May 4, 2016 

 

Kathleen Boulware was not in attendance at this meeting, therefore there were no updates.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – YALE SCHOOL OF NURSING – INTRODUCTION OF NEW DEAN 

Helen Centeno presented Yale School of Nursing’s request for approval of Dr. Ann Elizabeth 

Kurth who assumed the deanship at the Yale School of Nursing effective January 1, 2016.  

Dr. Kurth was present to answer any questions the Board may have.  Mary Brown moved to 

approve Dr. Kurth’s appointment.  The motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco and 

passed unanimously.  The Board welcomed Dr. Kurth back to Connecticut and wished her 

luck in this new endeavor.  The Board also wished to thank Holly Powell Kennedy for serving 

as Interim Dean during the selection process.    

 

FACT FINDING – LORI KAREN SALUPEN, RN  

OLRC Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville was present representing the Department of Public 

Health.  Chair Bouffard asked the audience if Ms. Salupen was present and there was no 

response.  This hearing was held on December 16, 2015.  Due to the fact that the Board 

had lost its quorum, Fact Finding was scheduled for this morning.   

 

Mary Brown moved that Ms. Salupen be found as charged with the exception of 6b.  The 

motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed unanimously.   

 

Mary Brown moved that Ms. Salupen’s license be placed on probation for four years with the 

usual disciplinary terms for substance abuse including participation in support groups.  

There will also be a narcotic key restriction for one year upon Ms. Salupen’s return to work 

as a nurse.  The Summary Suspension will remain in place until the Memorandum of 

Decision is signed by the Board.  The motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed 

unanimously.   

 

MEMORANDUM OF DECISION – REBECCA PEPE, RN 

The Board received and reviewed the Memorandum of Decision prior to today’s meeting.  

Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Pepe’s license  remain on 

probation under the same terms and conditions of the Consent Order dated December 3, 

2014, Petition No. 2014-55 which will remain in full force and effect through December 31, 

2020.  The motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco and passed unanimously.  Chair 

Bouffard signed the Order which removes the summary suspension restriction regarding Ms. 

Pepe’s RN license.  Attorney Brown was hand served the Memorandum of Decision.  

 

MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES – MICHAELA LOVE, RN   

OLRC Staff Attorney Diane Wilan was present representing the Department of Public Health.  

Ms. Love was not present nor was she represented by counsel.  Ms. Love signed a Voluntary 

Surrender on January 19, 2016 therefore the Department presented the Board with a 

Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges.  Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s 

Motion to Withdraw the Statement of Charges, which was seconded by Gina Reiners, and 

passed unanimously.   

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – MARY K. FIELD, RN 

OLRC Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented the Board with a Motion for Summary 

Suspension for Mary K. Field who was not in attendance and did not have representation at 

this meeting.     

 

Mary Brown moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension.  The motion 

was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 

Summary Suspension Order and the Notice of Hearing  



 

WAIVER REQUEST – STONE ACADEMY 

Gina Kolstad was present from the program to request a one-year temporary faculty 

education waiver for Carina Noyd.  Ms. Noyd was also present to answer any questions the 

Board may have.  Helen Centeno provided the Board with Ms. Noyd’s educational 

background.  Ms. Noyd is currently a matriculated student at the Western Governors 

University with an anticipated graduation in fall of 2019 although it is Ms. Noyd’s intention 

to complete the program by February 2017.  Geraldine Marrocco moved to grant the one-

year temporary waiver, which was seconded by Jennifer Long, and passed unanimously.   

 

Alfreda Gaither arrived at this time. 

 

WAIVER REQUESTS – QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY 

Dr. Angela Carrano requested a six-month temporary faculty education waiver for Sarah 

Lennon.  Helen Centeno provided Ms. Lennon’s educational background to the Board.  Ms. 

Lennon is a matriculated student at the University of Hartford with an anticipated 

graduation of May 2016.  Geraldine Marrocco moved to grant the six-month temporary 

waiver.  The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously contingent upon 

receipt of Ms. Lennon’s official updated transcript.   

 

Dr. Angelo Carrano also requested a six-month temporary faculty education waiver for 

Elizabeth Brown.  Helen Centeno provided a synopsis of Ms. Brown’s educational 

background.  Ms. Brown is currently a matriculated student at the University of Saint Joseph 

with an anticipated graduation of May 2016.  Jennifer Long moved to grant the six-month 

temporary waiver, which was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed unanimously.  The 

program cannot request additional waivers as 10% of the faculty is waivered. 

 

WAIVER REQUEST – WESTERN CT STATE UNIVERSITY 

Dr. Joan Palladino was present from the program to request a one-year temporary faculty 

education waiver for Pedro Rodrigues.  Helen Centeno provided a synopsis of Mr. Rodrigues’ 

educational background.  Mr. Rodrigues is a matriculated student at Western CT State 

University with an anticipated graduation of May 2017.   Gina Reiners moved to grant the 

one-year temporary waiver.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed 

unanimously.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – VINAL TECHNICAL SCHOOL PROGRAM CLOSURE HEARING 

Attorney Beatrice Tinty was present representing Dr. Torres who was unable to attend 

today’s hearing.  Also in attendance were Patricia Fennessy, Educational Consultant for the 

CTHSS, Regina Wrenn, Director of the Vinal Tech LPN Program, and Jillian Kish, instructor at 

Vinal Tech.   

 

The Vinal Tech LPN Program has been on Conditional Status for 36 months.  The Board 

stated that all programs have struggled since Governor Jodi M. Rell suspended all State LPN 

Programs in December, 2009 as part of her budget mitigation plan.  On January 3, 2011 

Governor Rell reinstated six of the eleven programs:  A. I. Prince, Bullard Havens, Eli 

Whitney, Norwich, Vinal, and W. F. Kaynor Tech. 

 

Testimony was provided by Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH, and Regina 

Wrenn, Director of the Vinal Tech LPN Program.  The hearing closed.  The Board discussed 

their concerns that Vinal Tech has not been able to achieve the 80% pass rate for first time 

takers since the programs were reopened by Governor Rell.  The Board also stated that due 

to prior commitments the Public Members of the Board were not able to attend today’s 

hearing and felt that their presence was necessary for Fact Finding.   



Mary Brown then moved to reopen the hearing, which was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, 

and passed unanimously.  The Board requested that they be provided with the employer 

and graduate student surveys since the program reopened in January, 2011.  Geraldine 

Marrocco then moved that the hearing be rescheduled for March 23, 2016.  The motion was 

seconded by Gina Reiners and passed unanimously.  The Board requested that they receive 

the requested survey reports two weeks prior to the hearing.  Pamela Pelletier-Stevens also 

requested that all student names be redacted.   

 

Break 11:05 AM – 11:20 AM. 

 

HEARING – DORSEY SAUNDERS, LPN  

OLRC Staff Attorney Ellen M. Shanley was present representing the Department of Public 

Health.  Ms. Saunders was present pro se.  Ms. Saunders requested a continuance request 

as there is documentation that she has not been able to attain for this hearing.  Attorney 

Shanley did not have an objection.  Geraldine Marrocco moved to grant Ms. Saunders’ 

request for a continuance.  The motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed 

unanimously.  The hearing will be rescheduled for March 23, 2016 during which time Ms. 

Saunders’ license remains under the Summary Suspension Order issued September 16, 

2015.   

 

HEARING – ROBBIN CAPPA, RN  

OLRC Staff Attorney David Tilles was present representing the Department of Public Health.  

Ms. Cappa was present with counsel, Attorney Jeremy Weingast.  Attorney Weingast 

approached the Board requesting a continuance of today’s hearing as Ms. Cappa has a 

scheduled appointment.  Attorney Tilles did not have an objection.  Gina Reiners moved to 

grant the continuance request, which was seconded by Mary Brown, and passed 

unanimously.  The hearing will be rescheduled for June 15, 2016 during which time Ms. 

Cappa’s license remains under the Summary Suspension Order issued December 16, 2015.   

 

MINUTES - 2015 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Mary Brown moved to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded by 

Jennifer Long and passed with one abstention, Gina Reiners.   

 

OCTOBER 

Jennifer Long moved to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded by Mary 

Brown and passed unanimously 

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – JENNIFER REINHARD, LPN 

OLRC Staff Attorney Ellen M. Shanley presented the Board with a Motion for Summary 

Suspension for Jennifer Reinhard.  Ms. Reinhard was not present nor was she represented.   

 

Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension.  The 

motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 

Summary Suspension Order and the Notice of Hearing.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – ST. VINCENT’S COLLEGE – FIVE-YEAR STUDY 

Dr. Karen Barnett, Dr. Susan Capasso, and Margo McCarthy were present to present their 

five-year study.  Previously this was presented to the Board on October 21, 2015 at which 

time it was rejected and rescheduled for today’s date.  The program has been out of 

compliance since April, 2015. 



 

After review and discussion of the new documentation presented, Geraldine Marrocco 

moved to grant full approval to St. Vincent’s College RN Program as they have now met all 

of the regulatory requirements as outlined in Criteria 1 through 17 of the Nursing Education 

Program Review for Registered Nurses Preparatory Programs.  The motion was seconded by 

Mary Brown and passed unanimously contingent upon the submission of the 2015 graduate 

and employer survey results by May of 2016.  Once the surveys are received and approved, 

the programs next five-year review will be in April, 2020.   

 

The Board did state that the report was extremely unorganized, there were no tabs, and the 

appendices were not identified correctly.  The Board requested that the program keep this 

in mind for their next review which will be in April, 2020. 

 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 

Helen Centeno provided the Board with a synopsis of the calls received in the Board Office 

during the month of December, 2015.   

 

Chair Bouffard updated the Board that the Commissioner of the Department of Public 

Health, upheld the Board’s decision on November 18, 2015 that it is not within the scope of 

practice of Registered Nurses in CT to conduct testing and physical examination of the body 

systems as required on the U.S. DOT Medical Examination Report.  This is beyond the RNs 

expertise and education.  The Board signed a Proposed Declaratory Ruling in the above-

referenced matter at their November 18, 2015 meeting and the document was forwarded to 

all parties concerned.  Pursuant to Public Acts 2015, No. 15-5  § 493, any party to the 

matter may file written exceptions to the proposed decision no later than thirty (30) days 

after the proposed decision was issued by the Board.  The exceptions were due by 

December 18, 2015.  No exceptions were received by December 18, 2015, therefore the 

Commissioner assumed those rights to be waived and rendered a Final Decision in this 

matter.   

 

NCSBN UPDATE 

Chair Bouffard updated the Board on the NCSBN December Board of Directors Meeting.   

 

Below are the highlights of the meeting: 

 

 Financial Statements were accepted and the report of the independent auditors for the year 

ended September 30, 2015.  The organization continues to be in a sound financial status.   

 

 Committee Appointments to two new committees:  ten appointments to the Nursing 

Education Trends Committee and six appointments to the Regulatory Implications of Legal 

Cannabis Committee. 

 

 Passing Standard for the NCLEX-RN Examination:  The Board of Directors uses multiple 

sources of information to guide its evaluation and discussion of the passing standard.  After 

careful consideration of all available information, including criterion-reference standard 

setting by an expert panel, the Board of Directors upheld that the current passing standard 

is sufficient as a measure of safe and effective entry-level RN practice.   

 

 NCSBN Environmental Scan:  annually the NCSBN publishes an environmental scan to 

capture the current environment in which regulators work.  The document will be prepared 

for publishing and sent to Members Boards.   



 

The Board of Directors: 

 

 Discussed the next steps in the development of the 2017-2019 Strategic Plan which will be 

discussed at the Midyear meeting.   

 

 Establish the 2016 Meeting Calendar. 

 

 Received the findings of the 2015 National Workforce Survey which will be published as a 

special edition of the Journal of Nursing Practice.  

 

 Reviewed the status of the development of a model policy for interstate Nursing Practice 

and a revised document of guidelines for nursing delegation.   

 

Geraldine Marrocco provided the Board with an update on the NCSBN APRN Educational 

Committee.  Ms. Marrocco she will be attending the NCSBN APRN Roundtable Meeting in April, 

2016. 

 

HEARING – JOHN SHERMAN, RN 

OLRC Staff Attorney Brittany Allen was present representing the Department of Public 

Health.  Prior to today’s hearing, Attorney Allen had provided the Board with a Motion to 

Deem Allegations Admitted.  This is now a moot point as Mr. Sherman was present to 

provide a verbal Answer to the Statement of Charges.  Jennifer Long moved to deny the 

Department’s Motion to Deem Allegations Admitted.  The motion was seconded by Mary 

Brown and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Department’s Motion which was 

denied by the Board.  Mr. Sherman was present pro se.  Jennifer Long moved that the 

Board go into Executive Session to discuss confidential medical records.  The motion was 

seconded by Mary Brown, and passed unanimously.  The room was cleared of all observers.  

Testimony was provided by Mr. Sherman.  Geraldine Marrocco left for the day during Mr. 

Sherman’s testimony at which time the Board lost its quorum.  At the conclusion of the 

medical records discussion, Mary Brown motioned to move the hearing back into Public 

Session.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and observers were invited back into 

the hearing.  At this point it was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to 

keep this hearing open to allow Mr. Sherman to provide the Department with the complete 

treatment records.  This hearing will be rescheduled to March 23, 2016.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 

12:50 PM. 

 

After the adjournment of today’s meeting, Chair Bouffard provided the students with an 

overview of the Board’s responsibilities, jurisdiction, and nursing education programs.   

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing 

 



 

The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on February 17, 2016 at the Department of 

Public Health Complex, Room 470-A/B, 410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN 

Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 

Jennifer Long, APRN 

Geraldine Marrocco, RN 

Gina M. Reiners, RN 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Ellen M. Komar, RN 

     Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Stacy M. Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Helen Centeno, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 

Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 

Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 

Ellen M. Shanley, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 

Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 

Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 

Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:40 AM. 

 

STUDENTS 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from the University of Hartford, Lincoln Technical College 

and Central Connecticut University 

 

OPEN FORUM 

 NONE 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
Stone Academy – Approval of Program Manager 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens presented a request from Stone Academy for the approval of Peter 

Keast as Program Manager. 

Mr. Keast and Gina Holdstat were present from Stone Academy. 

Mary M. Brown made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long to approve Mr. Keast as Program 

Director at Stone Academy, West Haven Campus pending a final review of documentation 

the Department of Public Health.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

CHAIR UPDATES 

 Chair Bouffard provided the following updates: 

 

1. NCSBN Endorses Act which would Expand Telehealth Services through Medicare 

 NCSBN has endorsed the recently introduced Creating Opportunities Now for Necessary and 

Effective Care Technologies (CONNECT) for Health Act. The legislation would expand 

telehealth services through Medicare, improve care outcomes, make it easier for patients to 

connect with their health care providers and help cut costs for patients and providers. The 

proposed legislation is an approach to increase the use of telehealth and remote patient 

monitoring through Medicare.  
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 Specifically, the legislation would: 

•Create a program to help providers meet the goals of the Medicare Access and Children’s 

Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act and the Merit-based Incentive Payment 

System through the use of telehealth and remote patient monitoring; 

•Expand the use of remote patient monitoring for certain patients with chronic conditions; 

•Increase telehealth and remote patient monitoring services in community health centers 

and rural health clinics; and 

•Make telehealth and remote patient monitoring basic benefits in Medicare Advantage. 

 The CONNECT for Health Act is supported by more than 50 organizations. 

 

2. Amendments to Saskatchewan Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) Regulatory Bylaws Approved 

 The Saskatchewan Association of Licensed Practical Nurses (SALPN) recently announced 

that the proposed SALPN Regulatory Bylaws have been approved by the Minister of Health. 

The proposed bylaws pertain to three specialized practice areas for LPNs: advanced 

orthopedics, hemodialysis and perioperative care. SALPN will release information pertaining 

to updated practice standards for the specialized practice areas and the processes for 

implementation in the near future. The approved bylaws have been published in the 

Saskatchewan Gazette and are effective immediately.  

 

3. New York Pharmacies to Provide Over-the-Counter Naloxone 

 The New York State Department of Health (DOH) announced an agreement with 

CVS/pharmacy that authorizes 479 CVS/pharmacy locations across the state to provide 

naloxone to their customers without a prescription, effective Jan. 2, 2016. Naloxone is a 

medication that reverses opioid overdose when administered either through injection or by 

nasal spray. According to the DOH, pharmacists are currently receiving training and 

ordering the drug for their stores.  

 

 In addition to dispensing Naloxone, CVS pharmacists are now able to provide training to 

consumers on administering the medication. The DOH stresses that all individuals who are 

given Naloxone should go to the hospital for emergency medical care afterwards. Naloxone 

is effective in blocking the effects of an opioid for 30 to 90 minutes, but when the 

medication wears off, the patient may revert back into a life-threatening overdose.  

 

4. Proposed Regulation Allowing Full Practice Authority for Advanced Practice Registered 

 Nurses (APRNs) Submitted for Final Review 

 The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) recently submitted draft regulation for final 

review that would allow APRNs full practice authority in Veterans Health Administration 

facilities. The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is facilitating the final review and will 

publish the proposed rule in the Federal Register for public comment.  

 Reports note an excerpt from the OMB’s regulatory agenda posting that states, “the VA is 

proposing to amend its medical regulations to permit the full practice authority of all VA 

APRNs when they are acting within the scope of their VA employment … this rule would 

permit VA to use its health care resources more effectively and in a manner that is 

consistent with the non-VA health care sector, while maintaining the patient-centered, safe, 

high quality health care that veterans receive from VA.”  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

NOVEMBER 2015 

Lisa Freeman moved to approve the minutes as written. The motion was seconded by 

Geraldine Marrocco and passed unanimously. 
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DECEMBER 2015 

Geraldine Marrocco moved to approve the minutes as written. The motion was seconded by 

Lisa Freeman and passed with all in favor except Jennifer Long who abstained. 

 

JANUAY 2016 

Mary Brown moved to approve the minutes as written. The motion was seconded by 

Geraldine Marrocco and passed with all in favor except Lisa Freeman who abstained. 

 

Gina Reiners arrived at 9:00 a.m. 

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – RACHEL BRAZEE, RN 

Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 

Rachel Brazee.  Ms. Brazee was not present and was not represented by counsel. 

Geraldine Marrocco moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension.  The 

motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously. 

Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for  

March 23, 2016.   

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – MATTHEW HOPKINS, RN 

Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension 

for Matthew Hopkins.  Mr. Hopkins was not present and was not represented by counsel. 

Mary Brown moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension.  The motion 

was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed with all in favor except Geraldine Marrocco who 

was opposed. 

Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for  

March 23, 2016.   

 

CONSENT ORDER – WILLIAM BORNMAN, RN 

Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Consent Order for William Bornman.  

Mr. Bornman was not present and was not represented by counsel.  Gina Reiners moved to 

approve the Consent Order as written. The motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco.  

The motion failed as all Board members voted in opposition to the motion.  

Mary Brown moved to deny the Consent Order as written. The motion was seconded by 

Geraldine Marrocco and passed unanimously. 

 

CONSENT ORDER – FELICITA COLE, RN 

Staff Attorney Ellen Shanley presented the Board with a Consent Order for Felicita Cole.  

Attorney Eric Opin was present for Ms. Cole.  Gina Reiners moved to approve the Consent 

Order as written. The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.  

Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 

 

CONSENT ORDER – TRACY MALUK, RN 

Staff Attorney Ellen Shanley presented the Board with a Consent Order for Tracy Maluk.   

Ms. Maluk was not present and was not represented by counsel.  Jennifer Long moved to 

approve the Consent Order as written. The motion was seconded by Mat Brown and passed 

unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 

 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION - ARELNE DUMAIS, APRN, RN 

Jennifer Long moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision imposing a $1000.00 Civil Penalty 

and placing Ms. Dumais’ license on probation for one year.  The motion was seconded by 

Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
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MEMORANDA OF DECISION – LISA GILSON, RN 

Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision imposing a six month suspension of 

Ms. Gilson’s license with concurrent probation for one year.  The motion was seconded by 

Geraldine Marrocco and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 

 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION – DEBRA SCHULER-BLANCHETTE, LPN 

Geraldine Marrocco moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision revoking Ms. Schuler –

Blanchette’s license.  The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed unanimously.  

Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 

 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION – MICHAEL TELLA, RN 

Mary Brown moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision revoking Mr. Tella’s license.  The 

motion was seconded by Jennifer Long.  The motion passed with all in favor except Lisa 

Freeman who abstained.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 

 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION – ALYCIA WITZMAN, RN 

Lisa Freeman moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision revoking Ms. Witzman’s license.  

The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed 

the Order. 

 

 

HEARING – MARY FIELD, RN – PETITION NO. 2015-1387 

Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville was present representing the Department of Public Health.  

Ms. Field was present but was not represented by counsel.  Testimony was provided by 

respondent. 

Geraldine Marrocco moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Ms. Field be found as charged.  

The motion passed with all in favor except Mary Brown and Gina Reiners who abstained. 

Geraldine Marrocco moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Ms. Field’s license be placed on 

probation for four years effective upon the signing of the Memorandum of Decision.  

Following discussion, all Board members voted in opposition to the motion the motion  

Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to continue Ms. Field’s current 

probation but to change the frequency of urine screening to weekly during the second year 

of probation.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

HEARING – JENNIFER REINHARDT, RN – PETITION NO. 2015-1394 

Staff Attorney Ellen Shanley was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Reinhardt was not present and was not represented by counsel. 

Jennifer Long moved and Mary Brown seconded that Ms. Field be found as charged.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 

Geraldine Marrocco moved and Lisa Freeman seconded to issue an Order revoking Ms. 

Reinhardt’s license.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

HEARING – SHAWNA HARTLE, RN – PETITION NO. 2015-1028 

Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present representing the Department of Public Health.  

Ms. Hartle was not present and was not represented by counsel. 

Gina Reiners moved and Geraldine Marrocco to keep the record open and to send a Notice 

of Hearing Notice of Hearing to other possible addresses for Ms. Hartle. The motion passed 

unanimously.  The hearing will be rescheduled to April 20, 2016. 
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HEARING – JUDY RUGGIERO, RN  

Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Ruggiero was present with counsel, Attorney Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt.  This hearing was 

opened on November 18, 2015 and today is the second day of the hearing.  Testimony was 

provided by respondent.  During the hearing the Board entered executive session to hear 

testimony regarding confidential treatment records.  No motions were made and no votes 

were taken during executive session. 

Following the close of the hearing Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman 

that respondent be found as charged.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to place respondent’s license on 

probation for four years with requirements for random urine screening, therapy and 

employer reports.  Following discussion the motion failed unanimously. 

Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to Order the revocation of 

respondent’s license.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

LUNCH 1:45p.m. – 2:25p.m. 

 

HEARING – MELODY L. WILLIAMS-DESTRA, RN  

Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Willliams-Destra was present but was not represented by counsel.  Testimony was provided by 

respondent. 

Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, that respondent be found as 

charged.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, that respondent’s license be placed 

on probation for a period of one year with employer reports and that during the first six months of 

probation respondent complete course work in ethics, scope of practice and boundary issues.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 2:34 p.m. 

 

After the adjournment of today’s meeting, Chair Bouffard provided the students with an overview 

of the Board’s responsibilities, jurisdiction, and nursing education programs. 

 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing 

 

 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on March 23, 2016 at the Department of Public Health 
Complex, Room 470-A/B, 410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
Mary M. Brown, RN 
Jennifer Long, APRN 
Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Stacy M. Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Kathleen Boulware, RN, Public Health Services Manager, DPH 
Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Helen Centeno, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, DPH 
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 
Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:40 AM. 
 
STUDENTS 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from the University of Hartford, University of Connecticut and Central 
Connecticut State University 

 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Patricia Bouffard announce the resignation of Ellen Komar, RN from the Board.  Ms. Bouffard expressed 
thanks for Ms. Komar’s service. 
 
An update on National Council State Board of Nursing issues will be deferred to the April meeting. 

 
OPEN FORUM 
 NONE 
 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

Kathleen Boulware, RN, Public Health Services Manager, DPH provided an update regarding pending 
legislation. 

 
SCHOOL ISSUES 
Porter and Chester Institute 

Patricia Donovan, MSN, RN was present to discuss a proposed change to Porter and Chester Institute’s 
practical nurse program. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Carrie Simon, to approve a change in the practical nurse 
program from 12 months to fifteen months effective July 2016.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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Connecticut League for Nursing - RN Refresher Program 

Jane Murdock, EdD, MS, RN and Susan Deane, MSN, RN, CNE were present from the Connecticut 
League for Nursing to provide an update on the transition of the Registered Nurse On-Line Refresher 
Program from Charter Oak State College to the Connecticut League for Nursing. 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve the Connecticut League for Nursing 
RN refresher program using American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) criteria. The motion 
passed unanimously 

 
SCOPE OF PRACTICE 

Helen Centeno, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a synopsis of the scope of practice inquires made to the 
Department of Public Health. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 2016 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve he minutes as written. The motion 
passed with all in favor except Carrie Simon who abstained. 

 
CONSENT ORDERS 

Amy Tagg, RN 
Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented the Board with a Consent Order for Amy Tagg, RN.  Ms. Tagg 
was present but not represented by counsel.  Jennifer Long moved to approve the Consent Order as 
written.  The motion was seconded by Carrie Simon and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 
Order. 

 
MEMORANDA OF DECISION 

Presley Eze, L.P.N - Petition No. 2013-899 
Jennifer Long moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision placing Mr. Eze’s license on probation for four 
years.  The motion was seconded by Carrie Simon and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 
Order. 
 
Lisa Kuba, L.P.N - Petition No. 2015-739 
Jennifer Long moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision revoking Ms. Kuba’s license.  The motion was 
seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 

PETITIONS FOR RECONSIDERATION 
Alycia Witzman, R.N. - Petition No. 2015-495 
Attorney John Androski was present on behalf of Ms. Witzman.  Attorney Joelle Newton was present for 
the Department of Public Health.  Attorney Newton indicated that the Department was not taking a 
position on respondent’s petition for reconsideration. 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to reconsider the Board’s February 17, 2016 
Memorandum of Decision and to reopen the hearing.  The passed unanimously.  A hearing will be 
scheduled for June 15, 2016 
 
Arlene Dumais, R.N., A.P.R.N. – Petition Nos. 2015-829; 2015-830 
Ms. Dumais was present with Pamela Dole RN.  Attorney Joelle Newton was present for the Department 
of Public Health.   
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, not to reconsider the Board’s February 17, 2016 
Memorandum of Decision in that (1) respondent had already complied with an education requirement set 
forth in the Decision; and (2) the Board clarified the requirement as to providing a copy of the Decision to 
any educational institutions should Respondent pursues further training in any subject area that is 
regulated by the Department.  The motion passed unanimously.  
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MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
DAWN PALMER, RN 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Dawn 
Palmer.  Ms. Palmer was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Brown moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension.  The motion was 
seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously. 
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for  
April 20, 2016.   

 
GREGORY KLIMAYTIS, RN 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Gregory 
Klimaytis.  Mr. Klimaytis was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension.  The motion was 
seconded by Mary Brown and passed with all in favor. 
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for  
April 20, 2016.   
 
Samantha Angelini, RN 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Samantha 
Angelini.  Ms. Angelini was present but was not represented by counsel. 
Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension.  The motion was 
seconded by Mary Brown and passed with all in favor. 
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for  
April 20, 2016.  A copy of the Notice of Hearing and the Summary Suspension Order were handed to Ms. 
Angelini. 
 

 
CONSENT ORDERS 

Karen Greenland, RN 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Consent Order for Karen Greenland, RN.  Ms. 
Greenland was not present and was not represented by counsel.  Jennifer Long moved to approve the 
Consent Order as written.  The motion was seconded by Carrie Simon and passed unanimously.  Chair 
Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Dorsey Saunders, LPN 
Staff Attorney Ellen Shanley presented the Board with a Consent Order for Dorsey Saunders, LPN.  Ms. 
Saunders was not present and was not represented by counsel.  Mary Brown moved to approve the 
Consent Order as written.  The motion was seconded by Carrie Simon and passed unanimously.  Chair 
Bouffard signed the Order. 
 

BREAK 10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 
 
HEARINGS 

VINAL TECH – LPN PROGRAM CLOSURE 
Patricia Fennessy, RN was present on behalf of the Connecticut Technical High School System and 
Regina Wrenn, RN was present on behalf of Vinal Technical School. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Brown moved, and Carrie Simon seconded, that due the programs failure to maintain an passing 
rate of at least 80% of the  students taking the licensing examination as required by regulations, the 
program be allowed to continue so that the current class can graduate in January 2017.  If the current 
class does attain an 80 percent pass rate on the NCLEX examination the program will be closed. 
Ms. Brown and Ms. Long were in favor of the motion; Ms. Simon and Ms. Bouffard were opposed.  The 
motion failed. 
Ms. Brown made a motion, seconded by Ms. Simon to defer fact-finding to the next Board meeting.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  
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Rachel Brazee, RN – Petition No. 2015-1333 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. Brazee was 
not present and was not represented by counsel.  All mailings of the Notice of Hearing to respondent 
have been returned as undeliverable. 
The hearing will be rescheduled to April 20, 2016 to allow for additional attempts to provide notice to 
respondent.   
 
John Sherman, RN – Petition No. 2014-1199 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Mr. Sherman 
was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Jennifer Long moved and Carrie Simon seconded that Mr. Sherman be found as charged.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Brown seconded to issue an Order revoking Mr. Sherman’s license.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Matthew Hopkins, RN – Petition No. 2014-1199 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Mr. Hopkins 
was present but was not represented by counsel. 
Mr. Hopkins requested a continuance so he could seek counsel.  The request was granted. 
The hearing will be rescheduled to May 18, 2016 
 
Leslie Matejek, RN – Petition No. 2015-888 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. Matejek was 
not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Testimony was provided by Dana Dalton, RN, Department of Public Health and from respondent. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Brown moved and Carrie Simon seconded that Ms. Matejek be found as charged.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved and Carrie Simon seconded to issue an Order revoking Ms. Matejek’s license.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Lourdes Mercado, LPN – Petition No. 2015-512 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. Mercado 
was present but was not represented by counsel. 
Testimony was provided by Lavita Sookram, RN, Department of Public Health. 
 

LUNCH BREAK 1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
 
Mary Brown moved and Jennifer Long seconded to enter executive session to take testimony regarding a 
sealed exhibit.  The motion passed unanimously and the hearing entered executive session from 2:12 
p.m. until 2:19 p.m.  No motions were made and no votes were taken during executive session. 
Mary Brown moved and Jennifer Long seconded to enter executive session to take testimony regarding a 
sealed exhibit.  The motion passed unanimously and the hearing entered executive session from 3:40 
p.m. until 3:50 p.m.  No motions were made and no votes were taken during executive session. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Brown moved and Jennifer Long seconded that Ms. Mercado be found as for paragraph 1, 2, 3a (as 
it pertains to to tablets), 3b and 3c of the Statement of Charges, but that she not be found for paragraph 
3a as it pertains blister packs.  The motion passed unanimously.  
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Mary Brown moved and Jennifer Long seconded to issue an Order placing Ms. Mercado’s license on 
probation for three years with a requirement for monthly employer reports, and, within the first six months 
of probation, respondent is to complete course work in medication administration; time management and 
nursing ethics.  In addition, respondent is to complete eight hours of observed medication administrations 
within the first three months of returning to practice.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 4:35 p.m. 

 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 
 

 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on April 6, 2016 at the Department of Public Health, 410 
Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut in the third floor Hearing Room. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair – via telephone 
     Mary M. Brown, RN – via telephone 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member – via telephone 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN – via telephone 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN – via telephone 
     Carrie Simon, Public Member – via telephone 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  Jennifer Long, APRN 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Stacy M. Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 
   Joanne V, Yandow Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 
   Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
   Helen Centeno, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
   Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
   Patricia Fennessy, RN, Connecticut Technical High School System – via telephone 
   Regina Wrenn, RN, Vinal Technical School – via telephone 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 9:03 AM. 
 
FACT-FINDING 

Vinal Technical School, Middletown, CT – LPN Program Closure 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Carrie Simon, to vacate the vote from fact-finding on March 23, 
2016.  The motion passed with all in favor except Geraldine Marrocco who abstained. 
 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, that due the programs failure to maintain an 
average passing rate of at least 80% of the students taking the licensing examination as required by 
regulations, to delay the current class to graduate in January 2107 and to take the NCLEX examination.  
If the pass rate on the examination is less than 80 percent the program will be ordered to close.   
Mary Brown voted in favor of the motion. All other Board members voted in opposition, therefore the 
motion failed. 
 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, second by Carrie Simon, to issue a decision recommending to the 
Commissioner of the Department of Public Health that the LPN program at Vinal Technical School be 
closed immediately.  The motion passed with all in favor except Mary Brown who was opposed. 
 
Mary Brown and Carrie Simon left the meeting at 9:40 a.m. 
 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, second by Lisa Freeman, recommending that closure of the program 
proceed pursuant to § 20-90-47(h) of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies (Public Health 
Code).  The motion passed with all members present voting in favor.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 9:46 a.m. 

 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 
 
 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on April 20, 2016 at the Department of Public Health 
Complex, Room 470-A/B, 410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
     Carrie Simon, Public Member 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  Jennifer Long, APRN 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Stacy M. Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Kathleen Boulware, RN, Public Health Services Manager, DPH 
Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Helen Centeno, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Sara Montauti, HPA, DPH 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, DPH 
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 
Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:34 AM. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 Nothing reported 
 
 
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS 

Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to add a license reinstatement review for 
Heather Delaney, LPN to the agenda.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
SCHOOL ISSUES 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH, Helen Centeno, Nurse Consultant, DPH and  
Sara Montauti, HPA, DPH provided a synopsis of the 2015 statistics for the Registered Nurse and 
Licensed Practical Nurse programs. 

 
SCOPE OF PRACTICE 

Helen Centeno, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health in March 2016. 

 
STUDENTS 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from the University of Hartford, University of Connecticut and Central 
Connecticut State University 

 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARD OF NURSING UPDATE 

Patricia C. Bouffard, and Kathleen Boulware, RN, Public Health Services Manager, DPH provided an 
update of the National Council of State Board of Nursing midyear meeting that was held in Baltimore on 
March 14-16, 2016. 
Board members can view all the presentations from the meeting at the National Council web-site. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

March 23 2016 
Mary Brown moved to approve the minutes as edited.  The motion was seconded by Carrie Simon and 
passed with all in favor except Gina Reiners and Lisa Freeman abstained. 

 
April 6, 2016 
Gina Reiners moved to approve the minutes as edited.  The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and 
passed unanimously. 

 
MEMORANDA OF DECISION 

Kathryn Jaworski, L.P.N. - Petition No. 2015-1194 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision placing Ms. Jaworski’s license on probation for 
four years.  The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed with all in favor except Carrie Simon 
who abstained.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Michelle Murphy, R.N. - Petition No. 2015-265 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision placing Ms. Murphy’s license on probation for two 
years.  The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed with all in favor except Carrie Simon who 
abstained.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 

LICENSE REINSTATEMENT REVIEW 
Heather Delaney, L.P.N. 
Kathleen Boulware, RN, Public Health Services Manager, DPH presented a license reinstatement review 
for Heather Delaney, LPN. 
The Board recommended that Ms. Delaney’s license be reinstated to probation for a period of four years 
with the usual probationary terms following completion of a LPN refresher program and the NCLEX LPN 
examination. 

 
CONSENT ORDERS 

Danielle Dragon, L.P.N. - Petition No. 2016-349 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Consent Order for Danielle Dragon, LPN.  Ms. 
Dragon was not present and was not represented by counsel.  Gina Reiners moved to approve the 
Consent Order as written.  The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  Chair 
Bouffard signed the Order. 
 

HEARING 
Gregory Klimaytis, RN – Petition No. 2016-131 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Mr. Klimaytis   
was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Testimony was provided by Lavita Sookram, RN, Department of Public Health. 
Following the close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved and Carrie Simon seconded that Mr. Klimaytis be found as charged.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved and Carrie Simon seconded to issue an Order revoking Mr. Klimaytis’ registered 
nurse license.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
LICENSE REINSTATEMENT REQUEST 

Sara Kaiser, LPN 
The Board reviewed a request for a reinstatement hearing for Sara Kaiser who had her license revoked in 
July 2010. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to grant the request for a hearing.  The motion 
passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled for July 20, 2016. 
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HEARING 

Jasmine Rivera-Gonzales, RN – Petition No. 2015-517 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. Rivera-
Gonzales was present was represented by Attorney Richard Brown. 
Testimony was provided by Jolanta Gawinski, Department of Public Health. 

 
Mary Brown left the meeting at 11:35 a.m. 
 

Gina Reiners moved and Carrie Simon seconded to enter executive session to obtain testimony from Ms. 
Gawinski regarding confidential medical/treatment records.  The motion passed unanimously and the 
Board entered executive session beginning at 11:35 a.m. 

 
Lunch 12:20 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Executive session testimony from Ms. Gawinski resumed from 1:00 p.m. until 1:25 p.m.   No motions 
were made and no votes were taken during executive session. 
 
Gina Reiners moved and Lisa Freeman seconded to reenter executive session for discussion relating to 
confidential medical/treatment records and to take testimony from Ms. Rivera-Gonzales regarding the 
treatment records.  The motion passed unanimously and the Board entered executive session beginning 
from 1:47 p.m. until 2:31 p.m.  No motions were made and no votes were taken during executive session. 
 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved and Carrie Simon seconded that paragraphs 1, 2, 3, and 5a of the Statement of 
Charges are proven and that paragraphs 4 and 5b are not proven.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved and Carrie Simon seconded to issue an Order placing Ms. Rivera-Gonzales’ license 
on probation for a period of six months with employer reports once every two months and that she 
complete course work relating to medication administration and nursing documentation.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
Gina Reiners left the meeting at 3:25 p.m. 
 
HEARING 

Todd Stockheimer, RN – Reinstatement Request 
Mr. Stockheimer was present with Attorney Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt.  Staff Attorney David Tilles was 
present representing the Department of Public Health. 
Carrie Simon moved and Lisa Freeman seconded to enter executive session for discussion regarding 
confidential medical/treatment records.  The motion passed unanimously and the Board entered 
executive session beginning from 4:23 p.m. until 4:44 p.m.  No motions were made and no votes were 
taken during executive session. 
This hearing will be scheduled for completion at the May 18, 2016 meeting of the Board. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 4:45 p.m. 

 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 
 

 

 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on May 18, 2016 at the Legislative Office 
Building, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut in the Room 1-D. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
     Jennifer Long, APRN 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
     Carrie Simon, Public Member 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Stacy M. Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Kathleen Boulware, RN, Public Health Services Manager, DPH 
Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Helen Centeno, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, DPH 
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 
Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:33 AM. 
 
STUDENTS 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from the A. I. Prince Vocational Technical School; and 
Lincoln Technical School New Britain and Shelton Campuses. 

 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Chair Bouffard provided the following updates from an April 18, 2016 networking conference call 
of the National Council of State Board of Nursing (NCSBN). 

 The strategic plan will go to the Board of Directors in May and then to the delegate 
assembly in August. 

 A Nurse Compact Licensure (NCL) meeting was held in Washington on April 8, 2016 
during which there were updates on NCL legislation in various States. 

 An overview on the APRN Roundtable 

 Recent research projects by the NCSBN that include: 
1. National Nursing Workforce Study 
2. Gender Differences in Nursing 
3. Review of Criminal Convictions in Nursing for 2012-2013 
4. Effectiveness of Remediation Across States 
5. Alternative to Discipline for Nurses with Substance Abuse 

 
OPEN FORUM 
 Nothing reported 
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

Kathleen Boulware, RN, Public Health Services Manager, DPH reported that Senate Bill 67 - AN 
ACT CONCERNING THE AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF ADVANCED PRACTICE 
REGISTERED NURSES – that allows advanced practice registered nurses to certify, sign, or 
otherwise document medical information in several situations that currently require a physician's 
signature, certification, or documentation has passed and has been referred to the Governor for 
signature. 

 
SCHOOL ISSUES 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH, Helen Centeno, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
provided an update regarding the conditional status of Fairfield University and Stone Academy. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to remove Fairfield University 
from conditional status.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to remove Stone Academy from 
conditional status.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Ms. Pelletier reported that Central Connecticut State University; Gateway Community College 
and the University of St. Joseph ASD Program fell below the 80% first time pass rate for NCLEX 
examination scores from April 30, 2015 to May 1, 2016. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to place Central Connecticut State 
University conditional status.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to place Gateway Community 
College on conditional status.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Carrie Simon, to place the University of St. 
Joseph ASD program on conditional status.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
St. Vincent’s College 
Karen Barnett and Margo McCarthy were present on behalf of St. Vincent’s College to discuss 
the 2015 graduate and employer survey results which the Board had requested at the January 
2106 meeting. 
 
Vinal Technical School 
Ms. Pelletier reported on the school’s tentative plan for closure. 

 
SCOPE OF PRACTICE 

Helen Centeno, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice 
inquires received by the Department of Public Health in April 2016. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 Schedule additional meeting dates 

The Board discussed scheduling additional meeting dates for 2016.  The following dates were 
scheduled: 

 Wednesday, August 3, 2016 at 8:30 a.m. 

 Wednesday. November 2, 2016 at 8:30 a.m. 
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MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 

Holly Cocchiola, LPN 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 
Holly Cocchiola.  Ms. Cocchiola was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension.  The motion 
was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously. 
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for June 15, 
2016.   

 
MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES  

Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented a Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges in the 
matter of Debra Leonard, RN.  Ms. Leonard was not present nor represented by counsel. 
Ms. Leonard voluntarily surrendered her license on April 6, 2016.  Jennifer Long moved to grant 
the Department’s Motion to Withdraw the Statement of Charges, which was seconded by Mary 
Brown, and passed unanimously.   

 
HEARING 

Todd Stockheimer, RN – Reinstatement Request 
Mr. Stockheimer was present with Attorney Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt.  Staff Attorney David 
Tilles was present representing the Department of Public Health. 
Testimony was provided by Mr. Stockheimer. 
Mary Brown moved and Lisa Freeman seconded to enter executive session for testimony 
regarding confidential medical/treatment records.  The motion passed unanimously and the 
Board entered executive session beginning from 9:50 a.m. until 10:10 a.m.  No motions were 
made and no votes were taken during executive session. 
 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Mr. Stockheimer’s license be reinstated.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved and Jennifer Long seconded that as condition of reinstatement Mr. 
Stockheimer’s must complete a registered nurse refresher program and must pass the NCLEX 
examination after which his license will be on probation for a period of four years with drug 
screens, therapy and employer reports and a key restriction.  In addition, Mr. Stockheimer must 
attend a 12 step program at least eight times a month and must engage in group or individual 
therapy at least once a month.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Break 10:40 a.m. – 10:55 a.m. 
 
HEARING 

Rachel Brazee, RN – Petition No. 2015-1333 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 
Brazee was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
The Board deemed the allegations admitted on a motion by Mary Brown, seconded by Gina 
Reiners. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Brown moved and Gina Reiners seconded that Ms. Brazee be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved and Jennifer Long seconded to issue an Order revoking Ms. Brazee’s 
registered nurse license.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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HEARING 
Brenda Berg, RN – Petition No. 2015-1333 
Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville was present representing the Department of Public Health.  
Attorney Scoville requested a continuance so that a Motion to Withdraw the Statement of 
Charges based on respondent’s surrender of license can be prepared and presented to the 
Board. 
Jennifer Long moved and Carrie Simon seconded to grant the continuance request.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

HEARING 
Shawna Hartle, RN – Petition No. 2015-1028 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 
Hartle was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
The Board deemed the allegations admitted on a motion by Gina Reiners, seconded by 
Geraldine Marrocco. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved and Jennifer long seconded that Ms. Hartle be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved and Lisa Freeman seconded to issue an Order revoking Ms. Hartle’s 
registered nurse license.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
HEARING 

Erin Arndt, RN – Petition No. 2015-484 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 
Arndt was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
The Board deemed the allegations admitted on a motion by Jennifer Long, seconded by Mary 
Brown. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Jennifer Long moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Ms. Arndt be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded to issue an Order revoking Ms. Arndt’s 
registered nurse license.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
HEARING 

Paul Pitney, RN – Petition No. 2014-822 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Mr. 
Pitney was present without representation. 
Testimony was provided by Mr. Pitney and Elaine Matulis, RN, Department of Public Health. 

 
Lisa Freeman moved and Gina Reiners seconded to enter executive session to obtain 
testimony from Mr. Pitney regarding confidential medical/treatment records.  The motion passed 
unanimously and the Board entered executive session from 1:05 p.m. until 1:09 p.m.   No 
motions were made and no votes were taken during executive session. 
 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Brown moved and Jennifer Long seconded that paragraphs 1, 2, 3b, 3c, of the Statement 
of Charges are proven and that paragraphs 3a and 3d are not proven.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded to issue an Order placing Mr. Pitney’s 
license on probation for a period of one year with employer reports monthly, that he complete 
course work relating to medication administration documentation and that he complete eight 
hours of supervised medication administration.  The motion passed unanimously.
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Lunch 1:20 p.m. – 1:55 p.m.   
Gina Reiners left the meeting during the lunch break. 
 
HEARING 

Katherine Mezzi, LPN – Petition No. 2014-1195 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 
Mezzi was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
The Board deemed the allegations admitted on a motion by Mary Brown, seconded by 
Geraldine Marrocco. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Brown moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Ms. Mezzi be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved and Jennifer Long seconded to issue an Order revoking Ms. Mezzi’s 
licensed practical nurse license.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
HEARING 

Matthew Hopkins, RN – Petition No. 2016-26 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Mr. 
Hopkins was not present and was not represented by counsel. This was a continuation of a 
hearing that began on March 23, 2016. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Jennifer Long moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Mr. Hopkins be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded to issue an Order revoking Mr. 
Hopkins’ registered nurse license.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 2:17 
p.m. 

 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 

 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on August 3, 2016 at the Legislative Office Building, 
Room 1-A, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Jennifer Long, APRN 
     Carrie Simon, Public Member 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

  Kathleen Boulware, Public Health Services Manager, DPH 
  Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
  Helen M. Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
  Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 
  Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 
  Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 
  Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:39 a.m. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Nothing to report 
 

OPEN FORUM 
Nothing to report 
 

NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING UPDATE 
Board members Patricia Bouffard, Lisa Freeman and Geraldine Marrocco will be attending the 
National Council State Boards of Nursing annual meeting in Chicago from August 17–19, 2016.  
Kathleen Boulware of the Department of Public Health will also attend. 
 

MINUTES 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to approve the minutes from June 15, 
2016.  The motion passed with all in favor except Mary Dietmann who abstained. 
 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to approve the minutes from July 20, 
2016.  The motion passed with all in favor except Jennifer Long and Carrie Simon who abstained. 
 

SCHOOL ISSUES 
Stone Academy – 5 year Study (East Hartford and West Haven Campuses) 
Joe Bierbaum, Karyn Therrrien, Peter Keast and Anne Sullivan were present from Stone Academy.  
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to grant conditional approval pending 
further review.  The motion passed unanimously.  Additional documents for Board review are to be 
submitted by the first week in September. 
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Norwalk Community College - Waiver Requests 
Norwalk Community College is requesting a one year temporary waives for Brenda Hooper, RN; 
Leslie Youngblood, RN and Clairemarie Rooney, RN.  Kathleen Fries was present from Norwalk 
Community College. 
Jennifer Long moved to grant the one year temporary faculty education waiver for Brenda Hooper, 
RN.  The motion was seconded by Carrie Simon and passed unanimously. 
 
Jennifer Long moved to grant the one year temporary faculty education waiver for Leslie 
Youngblood, RN.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously. 
 
Mary Brown moved to grant the one year temporary faculty education waiver for Clairemarie 
Rooney, RN.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously. 
 
Naugatuck Valley Community College – Leadership Change 
Mary Brown moved and Jennifer Long seconded to approve Sandy Roosa as the Acting Director for 
the fall semester.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
University of Connecticut School of Nursing – Leadership Change 
Carrie Simon moved and Mary Dietmann seconded to approve E. Carol Polifroni as Dean of the 
School of Nursing.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Quinnipiac University – Leadership Change 
Mary Brown moved and Jennifer Long seconded to approve Dr. Cory Ann Boyd and Dr. Rhea 
Sanford as co-chairs of the undergraduate nursing program.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Central Connecticut State University – Plan of Correction – NCLEX Scores 
At the Board’s May 18, 2016 meeting, Central Connecticut State University was placed on 
conditional status because their first time NCLEX pass rate was below 80%.  The program 
presented a plan of correction at the Board’s June 15, 2016 meeting.  The Board requested that 
additional information be submitted 
Margaret Levvis was present from the program to submit its updated Plan of Correction for the 
Board’s review.   
Mary Brown moved and Jennifer Long seconded to approve the plan of correction.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
St. Vincent’s College, Bridgeport, Connecticut 
St. Vincent’s College reported that it will be offering an additional instructional location at Danbury 
Hospital, Danbury, Connecticut.  A needs assessment will be submitted to Department of Public 
Health and the Board for review. 
 
Porter and Chester Institute, Watertown Campus 
Porter and Chester Institute has reported that it will be moving its Watertown Connecticut campus to 
a new location in Waterbury, Connecticut 
 
SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Helen M. Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health in June 2016. 
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MEMORANDA OF DECISION 

Judy Ruggiero, R.N. - Petition No. 2015-692 
Jennifer Long moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Ruggiero’s license be revoked.  
The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 
Order. 
 
Mary K. Field, RN – Petition No. 2015-1387 
Mary Brown moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision placing Ms. Field’s license on probation for 
the remainder of the original four year period, as set forth in an April 15, 2015 Consent Order, which 
became effective on May 1, 2015.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed 
unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Lourdes Mercado, LPN- Petition No. 2015-512 
Jennifer Long moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision placing Ms. Mercado’s license on probation 
for three years.  The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard 
signed the Order. 
 
Jasmine Rivera Gonzalez, RN 
Mary Brown moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision placing Ms. Gonzalez’s license on probation 
for six months.  The motion was seconded by Carrie Simon and passed unanimously.  Chair 
Bouffard signed the Order. 
 

REQUEST TO REOPEN HEARING 
Katherine Mezzi ,LPN - Petition No.2014-1195 
Katherine Mezzi was not present and was not represented by council.  Attorney Joelle Newton was 
present for the Department of Public Health.  Attorney Newton indicated that the Department was 
opposing respondent’s request to reopen the hearing. 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to deny Ms. Mezzi’s request to reopen the 
hearing.  The passed unanimously. 
 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Adam Burr, LPN - Petition No. 2016-233 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Adam 
Burr.  Mr. Burr was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Brown moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension.  The motion was 
seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously. 
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for August 24, 2016.   
 
Danielle Dragon, LPN; Petition No. 2016-846 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 
Danielle Dragon.  Ms. Dragon was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension.  The motion was 
seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously. 
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for August 24, 2016.   
 

CONSENT ORDER 
Zachary R. Boisselle, R.N. - Petition No. 2015-980 
Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented the Board with a Consent Order for Zachary Boisselle, RN. 
Mr. Boisselle was not present and was not represented by counsel.  Mary Brown moved to deny the 
Consent Order as written.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed with all in favor 
except Mary Dietmann who abstained. 
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FACT FINDING 

Sara Kaiser, LPN 
An administrative hearing in this matter was held on July 20, 2016.  Mary Brown made a motion, 
seconded by Mary Dietmann, that the licensed practical nurse license of Ms. Kaiser be reinstated to 
probation for a period of four years with requirements for counseling, drug and alcohol screening and 
employer reports.  As a condition of reinstatement, Ms. Kaiser is to complete a nurse refresher 
program and must attain a passing score on the NCLEX licensing examination.  Ms. Kaiser is 
allowed to continue employment with her current employer, Aware Recovery Care, North Haven, 
Connecticut.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Arlene Dumais, RN, APRN - Petition Nos. 2015-1184; 2015-1207 
An administrative hearing in this matter was held on July 20, 2016.  Jennifer Long made a motion, 

seconded by Mary Brown, that Ms. Dumais be found as charged.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, that Ms. Dumais advanced practice 

registered nurse license be revoked.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that Ms. Dumais registered nurse 

license be placed on probation for a period of one year.  During the probationary period Ms. 
Dumais may not practice independently or work for a nursing pool or home care agency.  In 
addition, Ms. Dumais is to complete course work relating to registered nurse scope of practice.  
The motion passed unanimously. 

 
CONSENT ORDER 

Zachary R. Boisselle, R.N. - Petition No. 2015-980 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to reconsider the proposed Consent 

Order to review additional information from the Department of Public Health.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
Following the review of additional material, Mary Brown moved to grant the Consent Order as 
written.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard 
signed the Order. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 10:53 a.m. 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 

  



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on August 24, 2016 at the Legislative Office Building, 
Room 1-D, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
     Jennifer Long, APRN 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
     Carrie Simon, Public Member 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

  Kathleen Boulware, Public Health Services Manager, DPH 
  Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 
  Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 
  Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH  
  Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:36 a.m. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Chair Bouffard announced that Carrie Simon was resigning as a Board member effective  
September 1, 2016.  Ms. Simon was thanked for her service since being appointed in August 2012. 
 

OPEN FORUM 
Nothing to report 
 
 

NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING UPDATE 
Chair Bouffard along with Board members Lisa Freeman and Geraldine Marrocco and Kathleen 
Boulware of the Department of Public Health attended the August 17-19, 2016 annual meeting of the 
National Council State Boards of Nursing. 
 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION 
Holly Cocchiola, L.P.N. - Petition No. 2016-186 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Cocchiola’s license be revoked.  
The motion was seconded by Carrie Simon and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 
Order. 
 
Christa McGuire, L.P.N. – Petition No. 2015-689 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that the charges in this matter do not rise to 
the level to warrant disciplinary action.  The motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco and 
passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Bethany Cejer, R.N. – Petition No. 2015-486 
Carrie Simon moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that the charges in this matter do not rise to 
the level to warrant disciplinary action.  The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed 
unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
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Gregory Klimaytis, R.N. – Petition No. 2016-131 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior that Mr. Klimaytis’ license be revoked.    The motion 
was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Cherish Ostrosky, RN - Petition No. 2016-672 
Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 
Cherish Ostrosky, RN.  Ms. Ostrosky was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension.  The motion 
was seconded by Carrie Simon and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Summary 
Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for September 21, 2016.   
 
Megan Suprenant, LPN - Petition No. 2016-515 
Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Megan 
Surprenant, LPN.  Ms. Surprenant was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension.  The motion was 
seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Summary 
Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for September 21, 2016.   
 
Michelle Murphy, RN - Petition No. 2016-1012 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 
Michelle Murphy, RN.  Ms. Murphy was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Mary Brown moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension.  The motion was 
seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Summary 
Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for September 21, 2016.   
 

PRE HEARING REVIEW 
Michael Mase, RN - Petition No. 2016-576 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a pre-hearing review packet in the matter of 
Michael Mase, RN.  Mr. Mase was present with Attorney Gretchen Randall. 
The Board recommended a one year period of probation with twice monthly drug/alcohol screening 
or the drug/alcohol screening that is required as part of respondent’s criminal probation; monthly 
therapy; monthly employer reports from all employers including those outside the practice of nursing; 
and a $3000.00 civil penalty. 
 

CONSENT ORDERS 
Linda M. Swanson, RN - Petition No. 2016-4 
Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented the Board with a Consent Order for Linda M. Swanson, RN. 
Ms. Swanson was not present and was not represented by counsel.  Gina Reiners moved to 
approve the Consent Order as written.  The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed 
unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order which imposes a reprimand. 
 
Brian Gross, RN - Petition No. 2015-1244 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented the Board with a Consent Order for Brian Gross, RN. 
Mr. Gross was not present and was not represented by counsel.  Jennifer Long moved to approve 
the Consent Order as written.  The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman.  Following discussion 
the motion to approve the Consent Order failed unanimously.   
The Board recommended that a two year period of probation be imposed. 
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HEARINGS 
Adam Burr, LPN - Petition No. 2016-233 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented.  Following advice from Hearing Officer Stacy Schulman, Mary 
Brown made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to continue the hearing to allow for 
additional attempts to provide notice to respondent. 
 
Danielle Dragon, LPN - Petition No. 2016-846 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented.  The Board deemed the allegations admitted on a motion by Gina 
Reiners, seconded by Mary Brown. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Ms. Dragon be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved and Carrie Simon seconded to issue an Order revoking Ms. Dragon’s licensed 
practical nurse license.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
David LaPierre, RN - Petition No. 2015-701 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented.  Following advice from Hearing Officer Stacy Schulman, Gina 
Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to continue the hearing to allow for additional 
attempts to provide notice to respondent. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 9:55 a.m. 
 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 

 
 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on June 15, 2016 at the Legislative Office Building, 300 

Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut in conference room 2-E. 

 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN 
Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
Jennifer Long, APRN 
Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
Gina M. Reiners, RN 
Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy M. Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

  Kathleen Boulware, Public Health Services Manager, DPH 
  Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
  Helen Centeno, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
  Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 
  Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 
  Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 
  Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 
  Ellen M. Shanley, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 
  David Tilles, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 
  Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, OLRC, DPH 
  Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
  Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:31 a.m. 
 
STUDENTS 
 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Porter and Chester, Rocky Hill and Branford campuses and from 
Norwich Regional Technical School. 
 

 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Nothing to report 
 
OPEN FORUM 

Nothing to report 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

April 20, 2016 
Gina Reiners moved to approve the minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed with 
all in favor except Jennifer Long and Geraldine Marrocco who abstained. 

 
May 18, 2016 
Gina Reiners moved to approve the minutes.  The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed 
unanimously. 
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YALE SCHOOL OF NURSING - INTERPROFESSIONAL EDUCATION COLLABORATIVE 

Representatives from the Yale School of Nursing were present to provide an overview of the program’s 
Longitudinal Clinical Experience offered with pre-licensure nursing students, medical and physician 
assistant students. 
The Board commented that the number of credits for this program are within the parameters set forth in 
the Section 20-90-5 of the regulations. 
 

LINCOLN TECHNICAL INSTITUTE – WAIVER REQUEST 
Lincoln Technical Institute is requesting a one year temporary waiver for Holly Brancato.  Present from 
the program were Rosemarie Baker and Carolyn Nicholson.  Gina Reiners moved to grant the one year 
temporary faculty education waiver for Holly Brancato.  The motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco 
and passed unanimously. 

 
LINCOLN TECHNICAL INSTITUTE – APPROVAL OF DIRECTOR OF NURSING 

Lincoln Technical Institute is requesting that Carolyn Nicholson be approved as the Director of Nursing for 
the New Britain campus.  Present from the program were Rosemarie Baker and Carolyn Nicholson.    
Gina Reiners moved to approved Carolyn Nicholson as the Director of Nursing for Lincoln Technical 
Institute’s, New Britain campus.  The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.   

 
UNIVERSITY OF SAINT JOSEPH – WAIVER REQUESTS 

The University of Saint Joseph is requesting a one year temporary waiver for Brain Gomes.  Present from 
the program Patricia Padula Morgan and Brian Gomes. 
Mary Brown moved to grant the one year temporary faculty education waiver for Brain Gomes.  The 
motion was seconded by Jennifer Long.  The motion passed with all in favor except Lisa Freeman and 
Geraldine Marrocco who were opposed and Gina Reiners who recused herself from voting.   

 
The University of Saint Joseph is requesting a one year temporary waiver for Antonio Lopera. 
Jennifer Long moved to grant the one year temporary faculty education waiver for Antonio Lopera.  The 
motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco.  The motion passed with all in favor except Gina Reiners 
who recused herself from voting.   

 
CENTRAL CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY – PLAN OF CORRECTION – NCLEX SCORES 

At the Board’s May 18, 2016 meeting, Central Connecticut State University was placed on conditional 
status because their first time NCLEX pass rate was below 80%. 
Present from the program were Margaret Levvis, Katherine Thomas and Leona Konieczny to submit its 
Plan of Correction for the Board’s review.  During review of the plan, Geraldine Marrocco requested that 
more detailed information be submitted. 
Mary Brown moved to table this matter to allow for a revised the Plan of Correction to be submitted.  The 
motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed unanimously.  

 
UNIVERSITY OF ST. JOSEPH ASD PROGRAM – PLAN OF CORRECTION – NCLEX SCORES 

At the Board’s May 18, 2016 meeting, the University of St. Joseph - ASD Program was placed on 
conditional status because their first time NCLEX pass rate was below 80%. 
Present from the program were Patricia Padula Morgan and Mimi Snyder to submit its Plan of Correction 
for the Board’s review. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved to accept the Plan of Correction that has was presented.  The motion was 
seconded by Jennifer.  The motion passed with all in favor except Gina Reiners who recused herself from 
voting.   

 
GATEWAY COMMUNITY COLLEGE – PLAN OF CORRECTION – NCLEX SCORES 

At the Board’s May 18, 2016 meeting, Gateway Community College was placed on conditional status 
because their first time NCLEX pass rate was below 80%. 
Sheila Solernou was present from the program to submit its Plan of Correction for the Board’s review. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved to accept the Plan of Correction that has been presented.  The motion was 
seconded by Gina Reiners and passed unanimously. 

http://web.ccsu.edu/nursing/falcultyandstaff/leonakonieczny.asp
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SCOPE OF PRACTICE 

Helen Centeno, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health in May 2016. 

 
 
MEMORANDA OF DECISION 

Jennifer Reinhard, L.P.N. - Petition No. 2015-1394 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Reinhardt’s license be revoked.  The 
motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 

 
Melody L. Williams-Destra, R.N. - Petition No. 2015-128 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision placing Ms. Williams-Destra’s license on 
probation for one year.  The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  Chair 
Bouffard signed the Order. 

 
Lori Karen Salupen, R.N. - Petition No. 2015-1168 
Mary Brown moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision placing Ms. Salupen’s license on probation for four 
years.  The motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 
Order. 
 
Leslie Matejek, R.N. - Petition No. 2015-888 
Jennifer Long moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Matejek’s license be revoked.  The 
motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
John Sherman, R.N. – Petition No. 2014-1199 
Mary Brown moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Mr. Sherman’s license be revoked.  The 
motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 

 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 

Vinal Technical High School LPN Program 
Geraldine Marrocco moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision recommending to the Commissioner of the 
Department of Public Health that the Vinal Technical High School LPN Program be removed from the list 
of approved nursing programs.  The motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed with all in favor 
except Mary Brown who abstained.  Chair Bouffard signed the Proposed Order which will be forwarded to 
Commissioner of the Department of Public Health. 

 
MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 

Dorsey Saunders, LPN 
Staff Attorney Ellen Shanley presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Dorsey 
Sunders.  Ms. Saunders was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension.  The motion was 
seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously. 
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for July 20, 2016.   

 
Dawn Noyce, LPN 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Dawn 
Noyce.  Ms. Noyce was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension.  The motion was 
seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed unanimously. 
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for July 20, 2016.   
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MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES  

Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented a Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges in the matter of 
Brenda Berg, RN.  Ms. Berg was not present nor represented by counsel. 
Ms. Berg voluntarily surrendered her license on May 18, 2016.  Mary Brown moved to grant the 
Department’s Motion to Withdraw the Statement of Charges, which was seconded by Gina Reiners, and 
passed unanimously.   

 
MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES  

Staff Attorney David Tilles presented a Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges in the matter of Robbin 
Cappa, RN.  Ms. Cappa was not present nor represented by counsel. 
Ms. Cappa voluntarily surrendered her license effective the date of this meeting.  Mary Brown moved to 
grant the Department’s Motion to Withdraw the Statement of Charges, which was seconded by Geraldine 
Marrocco, and passed unanimously.   

 
CONSENT ORDERS 

Lindsay Wayman, RN - Petition No. 2016-175 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Consent Order for Lindsay Wayman, RN. 
Ms. Wayman was not present and was not represented by counsel.  Jennifer Long moved to approve the 
Consent Order as written.  The motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco and passed unanimously.  
Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 

 
CONSENT ORDERS 

Alyssa Graham, APRN - Petition No. 2015-980 
Staff Attorney Britany Allen presented the Board with a Consent Order for Alyssa Graham, APRN. 
Ms. Graham was not present and was not represented by counsel.  Gina Reiners moved to approve the 
Consent Order as written.  The motion was seconded by Carrie Simon and passed unanimously.  Chair 
Bouffard signed the Order. 

 
CONSENT ORDERS 

Jamie Libertini, RN - Petition No. 2015-382 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Consent Order for Janie Libertini, RN. 
Ms. Libertini was present but was not represented by counsel.  Mary Brown moved to approve the 
Consent Order as written.  The motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco and passed unanimously.  
Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 

 
CONSENT ORDERS 

Shelly Volpe, LPN - Petition No. 2014-729 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Consent Order for Shelly Volpe, LPN. 
Ms. Volpe was not present and was not represented by counsel.  Mary Brown moved to approve the 
Consent Order as written.  The motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco and passed unanimously.  
Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 

 
HEARING 

Holly Cocchiola LPN – Petition No. 2016-186 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. Cocchiola 
was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Brown moved and Gina Reiners seconded, that Ms. Cocchiola be found as charged.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved and Gina Reiners seconded, to issue an Order revoking Ms. Cocchiola’s practical 
nurse license.  The motion passed unanimously. 



 
            Page 5 of 5 
 
HEARING 

Bethany Cejer, RN – Petition No. 2015-486 
Staff Attorney Ellen Shanley was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. Cejer was 
not present and was not represented by counsel.  During the hearing the Department of Public Health 
withdrew paragraphs 4 and 5 of the Statement of Charges 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Brown seconded, that Ms. Cejer be found as charged for paragraphs 1, 2, 
3, 6, 7 and 8.  The motion passed with all in favor except Geraldine Marrocco and Gina Reiners who were 
opposed. 
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Brown seconded, to issue a decision that this case does not rise to a level 
to warrant discipline in the State of Connecticut.  The motion passed with all in favor except Lisa 
Freeman, Geraldine Marrocco and Carrie Simon who were opposed. 

 
 
HEARING 

Christa McGuuire, LPN – Petition No. 2015-689 
Staff Attorney Ellen Shanley was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. McGuire 
was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded, that Ms. McGuire be found as charged except 
for the allegation that she is resident of the State of North Carolina.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded, to issue a decision that this case does not rise 
to a level to warrant discipline in the State of Connecticut.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 12:52 p.m. 
 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 

 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on July 20, 2016 at the Legislative Office 
Building, Room 1-D, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Jennifer Long, APRN 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
     Carrie Simon, Public Member 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Alfreda Gaither, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

  Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Ellen Shanley, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
  Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
STUDENTS 
 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Lincoln Technical Institute, New Britain and Shelton 
campuses. 

 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Nothing to report. 
 
 
OPEN FORUM 

Nothing to report. 
 
 

NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING UPDATE 
Chair Bouffard participated in an education conference call during which the New Research 
director was introduced. 

 
 
HEARING 

Dorsey Saunders, RN – Petition No. 2016-623 
Staff Attorney Ellen Shanley was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 
Saunders was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Due to the lack of a quorum, fact-finding will take place during the August 3, 2016 Board 
meeting. 
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HEARING 
Sara Kaiser, LPN – Reinstatement Request 
Ms. Kaiser was present without counsel.  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present representing 
the Department of Public Health. 
The Board heard testimony from Ms. Kaiser, Sean Stack, Derek Santavenere, Matthew Eacott 
and Maureen Dinnan, Esq. 
Due to the lack of a quorum, fact-finding will take place during the August 3, 2016 Board 
meeting. 
 
 

HEARING 
Dorsey Saunders, RN – Petition No. 2016-623 
Ms. Saunders arrived at 10:00 a.m.  The hearing in this matter was re-opened at which time Ms. 
Saunders requested that the hearing be continued to a later date.  The request was granted.  
The hearing will be rescheduled to October 19, 2016. 
 
 

HEARING 
Arlene Dumais, RN, APRN – Petition Nos. 2015-1184; 2015-1207 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 
Dumais was present but was not represented by counsel.  Respondent’s Conservator of Estate, 
Pamela Dole was present to assist respondent. 
The Board heard testimony from John Varone, Lieutenant, Groton, Connecticut Police 
Department and from respondent.  
Due to the lack of a quorum, fact-finding will take place during the August 3, 2016 Board 
meeting. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 1:23 p.m. 
 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 

 
 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on September 21, 2016 at the Legislative Office 
Building, Room 1-A, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
     Jennifer Long, APRN 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

  Kathleen Boulware, Public Health Services Manager, DPH 
  Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
  Helen M. Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
  Matthew Antonetti, Principal Attorney, DPH 
  Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 

  Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8: 33 a.m. 
 
Students from Eli Whitney, Hamden and Lincoln Technical School Shelton and New Britain were welcomed. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Chair Bouffard reported on the National Council State Boards of Nursing Education Consultants 
Conference call.  The following is the conference call agenda through July 2017: 

Conference 
call Date 

 

10/11/16 
BONs' regulation of distance education, in prelicensure and APRN programs. Discussion 
on providing BONs with lists of which programs have students in other states 

11/7/16 

A National Council for State Authorization Reciprocity Agreements (NC-SARA) 
representative will talk about the progress this group has made with making 
distance education requirements, across states, more seamless –guest speaker 

12/8116 

NCSBN’s initiative for requiring national nursing accreditation by 2020 - how are 
we doing? Results of CQI. How to assist ADN colleges to seek national nursing 
accreditation. 

1/4/17 

Systematic Evaluation of nursing programs: discussion of research in nursing education; 
what are new technologies in nursing education and what should regulators know to keep 
up with changes? - Guest speaker 

2/7117 

Sharing experiences when BONs take actions on program; what types of data are 
needed?  Do site visits help?  What are trends related to site visits?  Do we need more 
stringent criteria for the opening of new programs? 

3/8/17 

Postlicensure regulation of nursing programs:  What are the pros and cons of 
regulating RN to BSN programs?  How can military credit apply to nursing programs?  
How are BONs assisting with this? 

4/5/17 
Clinical component of nursing education programs - What are the trends?  How much 
is enough?  Are programs meeting the NCSBN standards for simulation? 
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5/11/17 
Discussion of regulatory excellence related to nursing education.  Would someone 
like to share a case study?   How can we do more with less? 

6/6/17 

Hot topics in the regulatory oversight of nursing programs (sent from BONs).  What 
are BONs/education programs doing with social media?  What do you see in the 
future for nursing regulation of education programs (e.g., what is happening with the 
faculty shortage)? 

7/11117 Research update from NCSBN 
 
 

OPEN FORUM 
Pamela Pelletier, Department of Public Health reported that the Board of Education for the 
Connecticut Technical High School System voted on September 20, 2016 to suspend the five 
Licensed Practical Nurse (L.P.N.) programs effective January 27, 2017. 
 

NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING UPDATE 
A report on the annual meeting will be presented at a future Board meeting. 
 

MINUTES 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to approve the minutes from  
August 3, 2016 as edited.  The motion passed with all in favor except Geraldine Marrocco, Gina 
Reiners and Lisa Freeman who abstained. 
 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to approve the minutes from  
August 24, 2016.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

SCHOOL ISSUES 
Stone Academy – 5 year Study REVISION  -  (East Hartford and West Haven Campuses) 
Joseph Beirbaum and Peter Keast were present from Stone Academy.  Mary Brown made a motion, 
seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to approve the 5 year study with revisions and with a stipulation 
that an update be provided in 2 years regarding the survey.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown made a motion seconded by Mary Dietmann to remove Stone Academy from 
conditional status.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Three Rivers Community College - Waiver Requests 
Three Rivers Community College is requesting a six month waiver for Bernadette Marshall, RN, 
BSN.  No representatives were present from Three Rivers Community College. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the six month temporary faculty education waiver for Bernadette 
Marshall, RN, BSN.  The motion was seconded by May Brown and passed unanimously. 
 
Stone Academy – Staffing Change 
Gina Reiners moved and Mary Brown seconded to approve Connie Gibeault, MSN, RN as the LPN 
Program Manager.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mary Brown moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded to approve Holly Mulrenan, RN, BSN as the 
LPN Program Director.  The motion passed with Gina Reiners, Lisa Freeman, Geraldine Marrocco 
and Jennifer Long voting in favor.  Chair Bouffard and Mary Brown were opposed.  Mary Dietmann 
recused herself from voting.   
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco to grant a permanent faculty 
education waiver for Mulrenan.  The motion passed with all in favor except Mary Dietmann who 
recused herself. 
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St. Vincent’s College – Staffing Change 
The Board reviewed notification from St. Vincent’s College that Karen Barnett, RN, DNP, Dean of 
Health Sciences will be assuming the duties as Chairperson of the Associate Degree Nursing 
Program. 
 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Helen M. Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health in July and August 2016. 
 
 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION 
Erin Arndt, R.N. - Petition No. 2015-484 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Arndt’s license be revoked.  The 
motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Matthew Hopkins, RN – Petition No. 2016-26 
Geraldine Marrocco moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Mr. Hopkins’ license be revoked.  
The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 
Order. 
 
Paul Pitney, RN - Petition No. 2014-822 
Mary Brown moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision placing Mr. Pitney’s license on probation for 
one year.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard 
signed the Order. 
 

LICENSE REINSTATEMENT REQUEST 
Judith Cullen, RN 
The Board reviewed a request for a reinstatement hearing for Judith Cullen who had her license 
revoked in March 2007.  Ms. Cullen was present. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to grant the request for a hearing.  The 
motion passed with all in favor except Mary Brown who was opposed. 
 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Adrian Kozikowski, RN - Petition No. 2016-874 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Adrian 
Kozikowski.  Mr. Kozikowski was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  
The motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco and passed unanimously. 
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for October 19, 
2016.   
 
Lisa Fabrizio, RN - Petition No. 2016-776 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Lisa 
Fabrizio.  Ms. Fabrizio was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  .  
The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed unanimously. 
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for October 19, 
2016.   
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MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Cherish Ostrosky, RN - Petition No. 2016-672 
Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented a Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges in the matter of 
Cherish Ostrosky, RN.  Ms. Ostrosky was not present nor represented by counsel. 
Ms. Ostrosky voluntarily surrendered her license on September 9, 2016.  Mary Brown moved to 
grant the Department’s Motion to Withdraw the Statement of Charges, which was seconded by Mary 
Dietmann, and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 

PRE HEARING REVIEW 
Tracy Kane, RN - Petition No. 2016-540 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a pre-hearing review packet in the matter of 
Tracy Kane, RN.  Ms. Kane was present without representation. 
The Board recommended that Ms. Kane’s current probation be extended for a period of three years. 

 
CONSENT ORDER 

John Ayers, RN - Petition No. 2015-1120 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Consent Order for John Ayers, RN. 
Mr. Ayers was not present and was not represented by counsel.  Gina Reiners moved to approve 
the Consent Order as written.  The motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco.  The motion to 
approve the consent order failed unanimously.  During discussion the Board indicated that a license 
suspension is necessary in this matter. 

 
Patricia Wentland, RN - Petition No. 2016-345 
Principal Attorney Matthew Antonetti presented the Board with a Consent Order for Patricia 
Wentland, RN. 
Ms. Wentland was present but was not represented by counsel. Mary Brown moved to approve the 
Consent Order as written.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed with all in favor 
except Lisa Freeman who was opposed.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order which imposes a 
reprimand. 
 
Melissa Thiede, RN - Petition No. 2015-1440 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Consent Order for Melissa Thiede, RN. 
Ms. Thiede was present but was not represented by counsel.  Jennifer Long moved to approve the 
Consent Order as written.  The motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco and passed 
unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order which imposes probation for a period of four years. 
 
Amy Hulton, RN - Petition No. 2015-246 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Consent Order for Amy Hulton, RN. 
Ms. Hulton was present with Attorney Thomas Bucci.  Mary Brown moved to approve the Consent 
Order as written.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.  Chair 
Bouffard signed the Order which imposes probation for a period of three years. 
 
Lynn Fletcher, RN, APRN - Petition Nos. 2016-517; 2016-749 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Consent Order for Lynn Fletcher, RN, 
APRN. 
Ms. Fletcher was not present and was not represented by counsel.  Geraldine Marrocco moved to 
approve the Consent Order as written.  The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman.  The motion to 
approve the consent order failed unanimously.  During discussion the Board indicated that additional 
discipline is necessary which includes a prescribing restriction. 
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HEARINGS 
Michelle Murphy, RN - Petition No. 2016-1012 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented.  The Board granted the Department of Public Health’s oral motion 
to deem the allegations admitted on a motion by Gina Reiners, seconded by Lisa Freeman. 
 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Brown moved and Jennifer Long seconded that Ms. Murphy be found as charged.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded to issue an Order revoking Ms. Murphy’s 
registered nurse license.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Megan Surprenant, RN - Petition No. 2016-515 
Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented.  The Board granted the Department of Public Health’s oral motion 
to deem the allegations admitted on a motion by Lisa Freeman, seconded by Gina Reiners. 
 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved and Mary Brown seconded that Ms. Surprenant be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded to issue an Order revoking Ms. 
Surprenant’s registered nurse license.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Adam Burr, LPN - Petition No. 2016-233 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented.  The Board granted the Department of Public Health’s oral motion 
to deem the allegations admitted on a motion by Geraldine Marrocco, seconded by Mary Dietmann. 
 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Brown moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded that Mr. Burr be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved and Mary Dietmann seconded to issue an Order revoking Mr. Burr’s licensed 
practical nurse license.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 11:59 a.m. 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 

 

 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on October 19, 2016 at the Legislative Office 
Building, Room 1-D, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Jennifer Long, APRN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

  Kathleen Boulware, Public Health Services Manager, DPH 
  Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
  Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, OLC, DPH 
  Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, OLC, DPH 
  Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
  Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:33 a.m. 
 
Students from Bullard Havens, University of Connecticut, Goodwin College, and Western Connecticut State 
University were welcomed. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Nothing to Report 
 

OPEN FORUM 
Nothing to Report 
 

NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING UPDATE 
A report on the annual meeting will be presented at a future Board meeting. 
 

SCHOOL ISSUES 
Western Connecticut State University – 5 year Study  
Joan Paladino was present from Western Connecticut State University. Gina Reiners made a 
motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to approve Western Connecticut State University’s five 
year study.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Naugatuck Valley Community College - Waiver Requests 
Naugatuck Valley Community College is requesting a permanent waiver for Dr. Stephanie Tyndall 
and Holly Mulrenan, RN, MSN.  Sandy Russo and Eileen George were present from Naugatuck 
Valley Community College. 
Mary Brown moved to grant a faculty education waiver for Dr. Stephanie Tyndall to teach 
pharmacology only.  The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed with all in favor except 
Geraldine Marrocco who was opposed and Mary Dietmann who recused herself from voting. 
 
Mary Brown moved to grant a faculty education waiver for Holly Mulrenan, RN, MSN to teach 
pharmacology only.  The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed with all in favor except 
Chair Bouffard and Geraldine Marrocco who were opposed and Mary Dietmann who recused herself 
from voting. 
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PRE HEARING REVIEW 
Shirley Powell, L.P.N. Petition No. 2015-167 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a pre-hearing review packet in the matter of 
Shirley Powell, RN.  Ms. Powell was present with Attorney Mariella LaRosa. 
The Board recommended a reprimand; a period of probation with monthly employer reports; course 
work relating crisis intervention and emergency care of a ventilated patient; and no employment in a 
home care setting involving the care of a patient requiring ventilation. 
 

SCHOOL ISSUES (continued) 
Public Act 16-120 
Pamela Pelletier, Nurse Consultant, DPH reported that the Department of Public Health and the 
BOEN was notified on October 5, 2016 by the Department of Higher Education that effective 
January 1, 2017 - the Office of Higher Education shall enter into a multistate or regional reciprocity 
agreement (SARA).  This agreement is for the purpose of enabling the Connecticut institutions of 
higher education to participate in a nationwide agreement establishing uniform standards for 
distance learning education (on-line).  This agreement will also eliminate the need for out-of-state 
programs (on-line) to participate in the states authorization, licensing, and accreditation process. 
 
NCLEX Scores 
Pamela Pelletier reported that all programs received their NCLEX scores from 5/1-10/6/16.  This is a 
non-regulatory period, and only Connecticut test takers were queried from the National Council State 
Boards of Nursing.  The programs currently on conditional status i.e.: Gateway, Central Connecticut 
State University, and University of St. Joseph all were above the 80%.  
Three Rivers Community College, Stone Academy, both campuses, and Porter & Chester 2 
campuses failed to meet the 80% required.  No action can be taken at this time. 
 
5 year Study requirements 
Pamela Pelletier reported that effective January 1, 2017, five year studies will no longer be required 
if a school’s accreditation is recognized by the Board. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, that Accreditation Commission for 
Education in Nursing (ACEN) and the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE) be 
recognized as the current accrediting bodies for nursing programs.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, suggesting that the Department of Public 
Health and the Board continue to receive accreditation reports, plans of correction and responses.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, strongly recommending that 
Connecticut LPN programs achieve national accreditation and that accreditation of LPN programs be 
mandated within five years.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Pamela Pelletier, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health in September 2016. 
 
 
 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION 
Sarah Kaiser, LPN – Reinstatement 
Giana Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision, as edited, that Ms. Kaiser’s license be 
reinstated to probation with conditions.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed 
unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
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Todd Stockheimer, RN – Reinstatement 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision, as edited, that Mr. Stockheimer’s license be 
reinstated to probation with conditions.  The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed 
unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Shawna Hartle, RN – Petition No. 2015-1028 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Hartle’s license be revoked.  The 
motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 
Order. 
 
Danielle Dragon, LPN – Petition No. 2016-846 
Mary Brown moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Dragon’s license be revoked.  The 
motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 
Order. 
 
Katherine Mezzi, LPN – Petition No. 2014-1195 
Geraldine Marrocco moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Mezzi’s license be revoked.  
The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 
Order. 
 
Rachel Brazee, R.N. - Petition No. 2015-1333 
Gina Reiners moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Brazee’s license be revoked.  The 
motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 
Order. 
 

Break 10:50 a.m. – 11:10 a.m. 
 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Presley Eze, LPN - Petition No. 2016-1043 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 
Presley Eze.  Mr. Eze was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  
The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously. 
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for November 16, 
2016.   

 
CONSENT ORDER 

Lindsay M. Wayman, R.N. - Petition No. 2016-1043 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Prelicensure Consent Order for Lindsay 
Wayman, RN. 
Ms. Wayman was not present and was not represented by counsel.  Gina Reiners moved to approve 
the Consent Order as written.  The motion was seconded by Geraldine Marrocco and passed 
unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order which will grant respondent the issuance of an 
Advanced Practice Registered Nurse license.  Said license will be immediately placed on probation 
coterminous with the probation of respondent’s registered nurse license ordered in the June 2016. 
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HEARINGS 

Adrian Kozikowski, R.N. - Petition No. 2016-874 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented.  The Board granted the Department of Public Health’s oral motion 
to deem the allegations admitted on a motion by Gina Reiners, seconded by Mary Dietmann. 
 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
 Mary Brown moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded that Mr. Kozikowski be found as charged.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved and Lisa Freeman seconded to issue an Order revoking Mr. Kozikowski’s 
registered nurse license.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Lisa Fabrizio, R.N. - Petition No. 2016-776 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented.  The Board granted the Department of Public Health’s oral motion 
to deem the allegations admitted on a motion by Gina Reiners, seconded by Mary Dietmann. 
 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Ms. Fabrizio be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded to issue an Order revoking Ms. Fabrizio’s 
registered nurse license.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Dorsey Saunders, L.P.N. - Petition No. 2016-623 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented.  The Board granted the Department of Public Health’s oral motion 
to deem the allegations admitted on a motion by Gina Reiners, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
 
Geraldine Marrocco moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Ms. Saunders be found as charged.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved and Mary Dietmann seconded to issue an Order revoking Ms. Saunders’ 
registered nurse license.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Enid Gonzalez, R.N. - Petition No. 2015-254 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented.  The Board granted the Department of Public Health’s oral motion 
to deem the allegations admitted on a motion by Geraldine Marrocco, seconded by Mary Dietmann. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
 
Gina Reiners moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded that Ms. Gonzalez be found as charged.  
The motion passed with all in favor except Mary Brown who was opposed. 
Gina Reiners moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded to issue an Order revoking Ms. Gonzalez’s 
registered nurse license.  The motion passed with all in favor except Mary Brown and Chair Bouffard 
who were opposed. 
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David LaPierre, R.N. - Petition No. 2015-701 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented.  The Board granted the Department of Public Health’s oral motion 
to deem the allegations admitted on a motion by Lisa Freeman, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco.  
The motion passed with all in favor except Mary Brown and Chair Bouffard who were opposed. 
 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that Mr. LaPierre be found as charged.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved and Mary Dietmann seconded to issue an Order reprimanding Mr. 
LaPierre’s registered nurse license.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 1:33 p.m. 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 

 
 
 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on November 16, 2016 at the Legislative Office 
Building, Room 1-D, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Jennifer Long, APRN 
     Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member  
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

  Kathleen Boulware, Public Health Services Manager, DPH 
  Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
  Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
  Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:34 a.m. 
 
Students from Porter & Chester, Branford and Stratford Campuses and Lincoln Technical Institute, New 
Britain Campus were welcomed. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Nothing to Report 
 

OPEN FORUM 
Nothing to Report 
 

NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING UPDATE 
Chair Bouffard reported that a conference call meeting was held on October 13, 2016 to appoint an 
Area IV member to the Leadership Succession Committee.  In addition, the Board of Directors made 
an appointment to the Director-at–Large position which was vacated by the former Executive 
Director of the Maryland Board of Nursing. 
 

SCHOOL ISSUES 
Porter and Chester Institute - Relocation 
Pamela Pelletier, Nurse Consultant, DPH reported on the relocation of Porter & Chester Institute from 
Watertown, Connecticut to 881 Wolcott Street in Waterbury, Connecticut effective October 17, 2016. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve the Porter & Chester Waterbury 
location.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Quinnipiac University – 5 year Study 
Lisa O’Connor and Jean Lange were present from Quinnipiac University. 
Pamela Pelletier, Nurse Consultant, DPH reported that all criteria was met. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to accept the self-study report with 
the submission of additional surveys.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health in October 2016. 
 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Lori Riley, RN - Petition No. 2015-1518 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Lori 
Riley.  Ms. Riley was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  
The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously. 
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for December 21, 
2016.   

 
Christina Mahner, LPN - Petition No. 2016-1362 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Christina 
Mahner.  Ms. Mahner was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  
The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously. 
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for December 21, 
2016.   

 
CONSENT ORDER 

Monica Rousseau, RN - Petition No. 2015-665 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Consent Order for Monica Rousseau, RN. 
Ms. Rousseau was not present and was not represented by counsel.  Mary Brown moved and 
Geraldine Marrocco seconded, to approve the Consent Order as written.  Following discussion, the 
motion to approve failed unanimously. 
The consensus of the Board is that this matter does not rise to a level to warrant disciplinary action. 
 
Tracy Kane, RN - Petition No. 2016-540 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Consent Order for Tracy Kane, RN. 
Ms. Kane was not present and was not represented by counsel.  Jennifer Long moved and Gina 
Reiners seconded, to approve the Consent Order as written.  Following discussion, the motion to 
approve failed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved and Mary Dietmann seconded to table this matter to allow for clarification by 
the Department of Public Health. 
 
Kathleen Killarney, RN - Petition No. 2016-14 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented the Board with a Consent Order for Kathleen Killarney, RN. 
Ms. Killarney was present but was not represented by counsel.  Mary Brown moved and Gina 
Reiners seconded, to approve the Consent Order as written.  The motion to passed unanimously. 
Chair Bouffard signed the Order which imposes a two year probation. 
 
Rachel Lozada-Santiago, RN - Petition No. 2015-1511 
Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented the Board with a Consent Order for Rachel Lozada-
Santiago, RN. 
Attorney Richard Brown was present on behalf of Ms. Lozada-Santiago.  Gina Reiners moved and 
Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order as written.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order which imposes a reprimand and a one year 
probation. 
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HEARINGS 
Fernando Roldan, R.N. - Petition No. 2015-994 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
present but was not represented by counsel.   
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners moved and Mary Brown seconded that Mr. Roldan be found as charged.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded, to issue an Order placing Mr. Roldan’s 
registered nurse license on probation for a period of four years with reporting requirements and a 

requirement that he not practice independently or work for a nursing pool or home care agency.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 10:36 a.m. 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 

 
 
 

 



 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on December 21, 2016 at the Legislative Office 
Building, Room 1-D, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 
     Mary M. Brown, RN 
     Mary Dietmann, RN 
     Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 
     Jennifer Long, APRN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
     Gina M. Reiners, RN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

  Kathleen Boulware, Public Health Services Manager, DPH 
  Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
  Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
  Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, DPH 
  Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist, DPH 
  Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 
Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:33 a.m. 
 
Students from the Porter & Chester Institute Rocky Hill Campus were welcomed. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Chair Bouffard stated that effective immediately, no additions to the agenda, other than Motions for 
Summary Suspension, will be accepted after the Friday before a scheduled meeting. 
 

OPEN FORUM 
Nothing to report 
 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS AND REORDERING OF AGENDA 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, that a presentation of a Summary 
Suspension motion in the matter of Jennifer McArdle, RN be added to the agenda.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
The hearing in the matter of Dawn Noyce was continued to a future date. 
 

NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING UPDATE 
Nothing to report 
 

SCHOOL ISSUES 
Lincoln Technical Institute – 5 year Study  
Rosemarie Baker and Patti DeLucia were present from Lincoln Technical Institute.  Pamela Pelletier, 
Nurse Consultant, DPH provided an overview of the study. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to approve Lincoln Technical Institute’s 
five year study.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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Western Connecticut State University - Waiver Requests 
Western Connecticut State University is requesting a temporary waivers for Evelyn Baron, RN, BSN 
and Pedro Rodrigues, RN, BSN.  Joan Palladino was present from Western Connecticut State 
University.  Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided an overview of the requests. 
Mary Dietmann moved to grant a one year temporary waiver for Evelyn Baron, RN, BSN.  The 
motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long moved to grant a one year temporary waiver for Pedro Rodrigues, RN, BSN.  The 
motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously. 
 
University of Saint Joseph - Waiver Requests 
University of St. Joseph is requesting temporary waivers for Shelia Garilli, RN BSN and Lindsey 
Downing, RN BSN.  Kathy Conway was present from the University of Saint Joseph.  Helen Smith, 
Nurse Consultant, DPH provided an overview of the requests. 
Mary Dietmann moved to grant a one year temporary waiver for Shelia Garilli, RN BSN.  The motion 
was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long moved to grant a one year temporary waiver for Lindsey Downing, RN BSN.  The 
motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed unanimously. 
 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health in November 2016. 
 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION 
Adam Burr, LPN – Petition No. 2016-233 
Jennifer Long moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Mr. Burr’s license be revoked.  The 
motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 
Enid Gonzalez, RN – Petition No. 2015-254 
Jennifer Long moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Gonzalez’s license be revoked.  
The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 
Order. 
 
Michelle Murphy, RN – Petition No. 2016-1012 
Jennifer Long moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision that Ms. Murphy’s license be revoked.  The 
motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 
 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Mary Field, RN - Petition No. 2016-1387 
Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Mary 
Field.  Ms. Field was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that 
respondent’s continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety 
and welfare.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously. 
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for January 18, 
2017.   

 
Hester Munyon, RN - Petition No. 2016-1382 
Staff Attorney Brittany Allen presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Hester 
Munyon.  Ms. Munyon was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that 
respondent’s continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety 
and welfare.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously. 



Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for January 18, 
2017.  
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Jennifer McArdle, RN- Petition No. 2016-584 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 
Jennifer McArdle.  Ms. McArdle was not present and was not represented by counsel. 
Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that 
respondent’s continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety 
and welfare.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously. 
Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order.  A hearing is scheduled for January 18, 
2017.   

 
PRE-HEARING REVIEW 

Juliet Clifford, RN - Petition No. 2016-380 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a pre-hearing review packet in the matter of 
Juliet Clifford, RN.  Ms. Clifford was not present and was not represented. 
The Board initially discussed a recommendation for a period of probation of two or three years with 
completion of an ethics course and a provision for no employment in a home care setting.  Upon 
further discussion the Board recommended that this matter be scheduled for a hearing. 

 
CONSENT ORDER 

Cherry Cuizon, RN - Petition No. 2016-708 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Consent Order for Cherry Cuizon.  Ms. 
Cuizon was present but was not represented by counsel.  Mary Brown moved and Jennifer Long 
seconded, to approve the Consent Order as written.  Following discussion, the motion to approve 
failed unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved and Mary Dietmann seconded, to modify the Consent Order with the addition of 
a requirement for completion of an ethics course.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chari Bouffard 
signed the Order. 
 

LICENSE REINSTATEMENT REQUEST 
Nicole Santo, LPN  
Kathleen Boulware, Public Health Services Manager, DPH presented a license reinstatement 
request for Nicole Santo, LPN.  Ms. Santo’s license was placed on probation for four years pursuant 
to a Memorandum of Decision dated March 5, 2014. 
The Board recommended that Ms. Santo’s license be reinstated to probation pursuant to the terms 
of the March 2014 Memorandum of Decision beginning with the third year.  
 

Lisa Freeman was absent from the meeting from 10:30 a.m. until 11:20 a.m. 
 

HEARINGS 
Christina Mahner, LPN - Petition No. 2016-1362 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
present but was not present by counsel.   
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Brown seconded, to enter executive session to obtain testimony 
from respondent regarding confidential medical/treatment records.  The motion passed unanimously 
and the Board entered executive session from 11:10 a.m. until 11:20 a.m.  No motions were made 
and no votes were taken during executive session. 
 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Brown moved and Mary Dietmann seconded, that Ms. Mahner be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Brown moved and Mary Dietmann seconded, to issue an Order revoking Ms. Mahner’s license.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
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Lori Riley, RN - Petition No. 2015-1518 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was 
present but was not represented by counsel.   
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Brown seconded to enter executive session to obtain testimony from 
respondent regarding confidential medical/treatment records.  The motion passed unanimously and 
the Board entered executive session from 12:25 p.m. until 12:55 p.m.  No motions were made and 
no votes were taken during executive session. 
 

Mary Brown left for the day at 12:25 p.m. 
 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Dietmann moved and Jennifer Long seconded that respondent be found as charged.  
Following discussion the motion failed unanimously.   
Mary Dietmann moved and Jennifer Long seconded that respondent be found on paragraphs 1, 2, 
3a, 4, and 5 of the Charges and not found on paragraph 3b.  Following discussion Mary Dietmann 
voted in favor of the motion.  Chair Bouffard, Jennifer Long and Lisa Freeman were opposed. 
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that respondent be found on paragraphs 1, 2, 
3a, and 5, as it pertains to 2014 only, and not found on paragraphs 3b and 4.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Dietmann seconded, to issue an Order placing Ms. Riley’s license.  
On probation for a period of two years with twice monthly drug screens, monthly employer and 
therapist reports, a no narcotic key restriction for six months and no employment in a home care 
setting.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that the Summary Suspension of Ms. Riley’s 
license, ordered on November 16, 2016, be vacated immediately.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Lunch – 1:20 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 
Alycia Witzman, RN - Petition No. 2015-495 
Staff Attorney Joelle was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present with 
Attorney John Androski.   
Lisa Freeman moved and Mary Dietmann seconded, to enter executive session to obtain testimony 
from respondent regarding confidential medical/treatment records.  The motion passed unanimously 
and the Board entered executive session from 3:25 p.m. until 3:58 p.m.  No motions were made and 
no votes were taken during executive session. 
 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Mary Dietmann moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that respondent be found for paragraph 1of the 
Charges and not found on paragraphs 2, 3 and 4.  
Mary Dietmann moved and Lisa Freeman seconded, to issue an Order dismissing the charges 
against respondent.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that the Summary Suspension of Ms. Riley’s 
license, ordered on October 21, 2015, be vacated immediately.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Judith Cullen, RN - Petition No. 2016-1160 (Reinstatement) 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present for the Department of Public Health.  Petitioner was 
present but was not present by counsel.   
 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Jennifer Long moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that Ms. Cullen’s license be reinstated.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
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Jennifer Long moved and Lisa Freeman seconded that as condition of reinstatement Ms. Cullen 
must complete a registered nurse refresher program and must pass the NCLEX examination after 
which her license will be on probation for a period of four years with drug screens, therapy and 
employer reports and a key restriction.  In addition, Ms. Cullen must attend a 12 step program at 
least eight times a month and must engage in group or individual therapy at least once a month.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 4:45 p.m. 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
Board of Examiners for Nursing 
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