
 

 

Board of Examiners for Nursing meeting scheduled for January 16, 2013, at the Department of 

Public Health, Third Floor Hearing Room, 410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut, was cancelled due 

to lack of a quorum.  This meeting was cancelled on January 8, 2013 by Chair Bouffard. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

__________________________ 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing 

 

 

 

 

 



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on February 6, 2013 at the Department of 

Public Health Complex, Room 470-A/B, 410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN 

Tarah Cherry, Public Member 

Ellen M. Komar, RN 

Jennifer Long, APRN 

Maria Pietrantuono, RN 

Gina M. Reiners, RN 

Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: None 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Joanne V. Yandow, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Jennifer Filippone, Section Chief, DPH 

Stephen Carragher, Health Program Supervisor, DPH 

Diane Cybulski, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH  

Matthew Antonetti, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Ellen M. Shanley, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

David Tilles, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF THE BOARD AND WELCOME TO THE NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

 

Chair Bouffard introduced and welcomed to the Board, Ellen Komar and Gina Reiners, who were 

appointed as RN Members by Governor Malloy on January 25, 2013. 

 

STUDENTS 

 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Western CT State University and also welcomed three 

new DPH RN Nurse Consultants.     

 

Chair Bouffard provided an overview of the Board’s responsibilities, jurisdiction, and nursing 

education programs.   

 

CHAIR UPDATES 

 

Public Act 12-62 

NCSBN Mid-Year Meeting in March in San Jose, CA 

Jennifer Long will report in March re: the NCSBN Regulatory Excellence Meeting she attended 

 

OPEN FORUM 

 

There were no comments from the audience. 

 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS AND REORDERING OF AGENDA 

 

Revised agendas were provided for the Board and visitors this morning. 



LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – 2013 SESSION BEGAN JANUARY 9, 2013 

 

Jennifer Filippone provided the Board with an update on the 2013 Legislative Session.  DPH has 

reviewed over 50 bills related to DPH licensure.  Jennifer Filippone has only seen the shell bills 

and she will get the spread sheet of the bills for the Board.  She also outlined the process to the 

Board.   

 

DPH REINSTATEMENT REQUEST – ELLEN L. SOLLAZZO 

 

Ms. Sollazzo was present for this discussion.  Present from the Department were Stephen 

Carragher and Jennifer Filippone.  The Board reviewed the documentation provided.  Ms. 

Sollazzo updated the Board regarding her time since her RN license lapsed.  Marie Pietrantuono 

arrived during Ms. Sollazzo’s update.  Mary Brown moved, seconded by Jennifer Long, to 

approve Ms. Sollazzo’s reinstatement request without completing a refresher and the NCLEX-RN.  

The motion failed as all were opposed with the exception of Marie Pietrantuono who abstained.  

A new motion was raised by Mary Brown, seconded by Jennifer Long, to grant licensure 

reinstatement to Ms. Sollazzo after the successful completion of the NCLEX-RN.  The motion 

passed unanimously.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – NORWALK COMMUNITY COLLEGE – NEW ACADEMIC DIRECTOR 

 

Dr. Presti was present from the program.  At the Board’s September 15, 2012 meeting, the 

Board had approved Coral Presti, RN, PhD, as Interim Director of the nursing program as Dr. 

Schuler had retired in July.  Prior to Dr. Presti’s appointment as Interim Director, she has been 

with the program for over seven years as a faculty member.  Dr. Presti was recently given the 

Directorship at NCC effective December 4, 2012.  Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Tarah 

Cherry, to accept Dr. Presti’s credentials for the New Academic Director at NCC as she meets the 

requirements of the CT School Regulations.  The motion passed unanimously.     

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – GATEWAY COMMUNITY COLLEGE – NEW NURSING CHAIRPERSON 

 

The Board Office received correspondence from Sheila Solernou that her job title was changing 

from Academic Division Director of Nursing to Academic Division of Allied Health and Nursing 

effective January 3, 2013.  The college has made the decision to merge the Nursing Division 

with the Allied Health Departments consisting of Radiography, Radiation Therapy, Diagnostic 

Medical Sonography, Nuclear Medicine, Nutrition and Exercise Science and Wellness.  Ms. 

Solernou will remain the Nurse Administrator of the program although she will have a Nursing 

Chairperson to assist with the administrative areas within the nursing program.  Faculty selected 

Suzanne Conlon for a two-year term.  Ms. Conlon has worked at Gateway Community College 

since 2006.  Both Ms. Solernou and Ms. Conlon were present for this discussion.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – GATEWAY COMMUNITY COLLEGE – PERMANENT WAIVER 

 

Sheila Solernou presented the Board with requests for two permanent waivers. 

 

Mary Brown moved and Ellen Komar seconded that the permanent waiver for Lynne Falcigno be 

granted contingent upon additional information be provided to the Board regarding her Master’s 

Degree in Public Health.  The motion passed with all in favor with the exception of Tarah Cherry 

and Carrie Simon who were opposed and Maria Pietrantuono and Jennifer Long who were 

opposed.   

 

Jennifer Long moved and Mary Brown seconded that the permanent waiver for Paul Fontanez be    

granted.  The motion failed as all were opposed.  Jennifer Long then moved, seconded again by 

Mary Brown to deny this waiver request based upon the school’s failure to demonstrate how his 

Master’s Degree in Business Administration is applicable to medical/surgical nursing of the adult 

and child.  The motion passed unanimously.   



SCHOOL ISSUES – BRIDGEPORT HOSPITAL SCHOOL OF NURSING – TRANSITION TO BSN 

 

A letter of intent was received in the Board Office on January 11, 2013 notifying the Board of 

BHSON’s transition from an RN Diploma Program to a BSN Program.  The timeline for this 

transition is designed for admission of BSN students in August of 2014.  Once the program and 

curriculum are redesigned, it will be presented to the Board for approval.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – PORTER AND CHESTER – STRATFORD CAMPUS SITE VISIT 

 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens completed the site visit at the Stratford Campus on January 14, 2013.  

Initial visit took place on April 29, 2011 and was approved by the Board on June 1, 2011.  Due 

to unknown circumstances, the campus did not open as planned.  The campus did not enter its 

first class of students until January 21, 2013.  Jennifer Long moved to approve the Porter and 

Chester Institute Stratford Campus site as appropriate for nursing education.  The motion was 

seconded by Maria Pietrantuono and passed unanimously.  The program’s next review will be 

upon graduation of their first class in January of 2014.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – NCLEX-RN, NCLEX-PN – FOURTH QUARTER REVIEW & CALENDAR YEAR RESULTS 

 

The RN Fourth Quarter Pass Rate for CT is 87% which is down from 93% during the third 

quarter.  Three RN programs in the fourth quarter failed to meet the 80%; Goodwin College with 

a 72.09% pass rate, Southern CT State College with a 75%, and Gateway Community college 

with a 79.3%.  The calendar year first time pass rate for RN programs is 92% which remains 

unchanged from 2011.  Two CT RN programs were below the 80% for the 2012 calendar year; 

St. Vincent’s College evening program with a 73.3% and Goodwin College with a 79.8%. 

 

Most of the LPN Programs are in trouble.  Jennifer Filippone will speak with the Attorney 

General’s Office regarding the process.   

 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE CALLS – NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 2012 

 

Pam Pelletier-Stevens and Diane Cybulski discussed the scope of practice calls received in the 

Board Office during November and December 2012.   

 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF STATE BOARDS OF NURSING UPDATE 

 

Jenifer Filippone provided the Board with an update on NURSYS and the DPH Database with 

NCSBN.  Hopefully they will be up and running within six months.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

AUGUST 15, 2012 

 

The Board reviewed the above minutes.  Maria Pietrantuono moved to accept the minutes as 

written.  The motion was seconded by Tarah Cherry and passed with the following abstentions:  

Mary Brown, Jennifer Long, Carrie Simon, Ellen Komar, and Gina Reiner.   

 

SEPTEMBER 5, 2012 

 

The Board reviewed the above minutes.  Mary Brown moved to accept the minutes as written.  

The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed with the following abstentions:  Ellen 

Komar and Gina Reiner.   

 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2012 

 

The Board reviewed the above minutes and tabled pending further clarification.   

 



OCTOBER 3, 2012 

 

The Board reviewed the above minutes.  Mary Brown moved to accept the minutes as written.  

The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed with the following abstentions:  Tarah 

Cherry, Ellen Komar, Gina Reiner, and Carrie Simon.   

 

OCTOBER 17, 2012 

 

The Board reviewed the above minutes.  Mary Brown moved to accept the minutes as written.  

The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed with the following abstentions:  Ellen 

Komar and Gina Reiner.     

 

NOVEMBER 7, 2012 

 

The Board reviewed the above minutes.  It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members 

to table this for additional discussion.    

 

NOVEMBER 21, 2012 

 

The Board had cancelled this meeting as this was the day before Thanksgiving and there were 

no hearings scheduled.     

 

DECEMBER 5, 2012 

 

The Board reviewed the above minutes.  Mary Brown moved to accept the minutes as written.  

The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed with all in favor with the following 

abstentions: Marie Pietrantuono, Ellen Komar, and Gina Reiners.   

 

DECEMBER 19, 2012 

 

The Board reviewed the above minutes.  Jennifer Long moved to accept the minutes as written.  

The motion passed with all in favor with the following abstentions:  Ellen Komar and Gina 

Reiners.   

 

JANUARY 16, 2013 

 

Chair Bouffard cancelled this meeting due to lack of a quorum.   

  

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – SAMANTHA COLBERT, LPN 

 

Department of Public Health Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Motion for 

Summary Suspension for Samantha Colbert.  Ms. Colbert was present pro se.     

 

Mary Brown moved and Maria Pietrantuono seconded to grant the Motion for Summary 

Suspension.  The motion passed unanimously.  Documents were signed by Chair Bouffard and 

were then served in hand to Ms. Colbert by Janice E. Wojick.  

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION -  ERIKA WETTEMANN, RN   

 

Department of Public Health Attorney Erika Wettemann presented the Board with a Motion for 

Summary Suspension for Erika Wettemann.  Ms. Wettemann was present pro se.     

 

Maria Pietrantuono moved and Ellen Komar seconded to grant the Motion for Summary 

Suspension.  The motion passed unanimously.  Documents were signed by Chair Bouffard and 

were then served in hand to Ms. Wettemann by Janice E. Wojick.   



CONSENT ORDER – DANIELLE McKEOWN, RN 

 

Department of Public Health Attorney Matthew Antonetti presented the Board with a Prehearing 

Review/Consent Order for Danielle McKeown.  Ms. McKeown was not present and did not have 

representation at this meeting.  Maria Pietrantuono moved and Mary Brown seconded to deny 

the Consent Order as presented.  The motion passed unanimously.  It was the recommendation 

of the Board that there be a reprimand and a Civil Penalty of $1,000.00.   

 

CONSENT ORDER – CHARLES MONCK, RN 

 

Department of Public Health Attorney David Tilles presented the Board with a Prehearing 

Review/Consent Order for Charles Monck.  Mr. Monck was present with counsel, Attorney John 

O’Brien.  Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Maria Pietrantuono, to accept the Consent Order as 

written.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order.   

 

CONSENT ORDER – GREGORY KLIMAYTIS, RN 

 

Department of Public Health Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Prehearing 

Review/ Consent Order for Gregory Klimaytis.  Mr. Klimaytis was present pro se.  Jennifer Long 

moved, seconded by Carrie Simon, to accept the Consent Order as written.  The motion passed 

unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order.   

 

CONSENT ORDER – CAROL D. GEE, LPN 

 

Department of Public Health Attorney Matthew Antonetti presented the Board with a Prehearing 

Review/Consent Order for Kristine R. Alexander.  Ms. Alexander was present pro se.  Mary 

Brown moved, seconded by Tarah Cherry, to accept the Consent Order as written.  The motion 

passed with one abstention, Tarah Cherry.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order.   

 

CONSENT ORDER – ELIZABETH M. LYNCH, RN 

 

Department of Public Health Attorney Matthew Antonetti presented the Board with a Prehearing 

Review/Consent Order for Elizabeth M. Lynch.  Ms. Lynch was present pro se.  Carrie Simon 

moved and Tarah Cherry seconded to accept the Consent Order as written.  The motion passed 

unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order.   

 

CONSENT ORDER – KRISTINE R. ALEXANDER, RN 

 

Department of Public Health Attorney Matt Antonetti presented the Board with a Prehearing 

Review/Consent Order for Kristine R. Alexander.  Ms. Alexander was present pro se.  Jennifer 

Long moved, seconded by Mary Brown, to accept the Consent Order as written.  The motion 

passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order.   

 

REINSTATEMENT CONSENT ORDER – LISA LEISTER, LPN 

 

Department of Public Health Attorney Ellen M. Shanley presented the Board with a 

Reinstatement Consent Order for Lisa Leister.  Ms. Leister was present pro se.  Mary Brown 

moved and Maria Pietrantuono seconded to accept the Reinstatement Consent Order as 

presented.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order. 

 

HEARING – MARLENE S. SILVA, RN 

 

Attorney Leslie Scoville was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. Silva 

was present pro se.  This hearing was originally scheduled for and went forward on December 

19, 2012.  Ms. Silva was not present for the hearing.  She had called the Board Office the 

morning of December 19th to say that she would be late and the message was not received by 

the Board.  Ms. Silva arrived at the Legislative Office Building around 10:00 AM.  The Board 

Meeting had adjourned and the court reporter had left for the day.   



Chair Bouffard spoke with Ms. Silva and advised her to forward Janice E. Wojick a request to 

reopen the hearing.  An e-mail was received later that day requesting that the hearing be 

reopened.  Chair Bouffard granted the request.  The hearing was rescheduled for January 16, 

2013.  Testimony was provided by Ms. Silva.  Mary Brown motioned to rescind the December 

19, 2012 Motion to Deem Allegations Admitted.  The motion passed with all in favor with two 

abstentions:  Ellen Komar and Gina Reiners.  Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Mary Brown, to 

rescind the December 19, 2012 Order for Revocation.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mary 

Brown moved to continue this hearing to May 15, 2013.  The motion was seconded by Ellen 

Komar and passed with all in favor with the exception of Jennifer Long who was opposed.  The 

Board ordered, on the Record, that Ms. Silva provide the HAVEN Reports and the Drug Screen 

Reports at the May 15th hearing which should be should be a sufficient about of time to acquire 

these records.    

 

HEARING – EDELINE LESPERANCE, RN 

 

Attorney Ellen M. Shanley was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Lesperance was not present and did not have representation at this hearing.  Attorney Shanley 

made an oral Motion to Deem Allegations Admitted.  Maria Pietrantuono moved, seconded by 

Jennifer Long, to grant the Motion to Deem Allegations Admitted.  The motion passed 

unanimously, there was no testimony provided, and the hearing closed.  Maria Pietrantuono 

moved, seconded by Mary Brown, to find Ms. Lesperance on all charges.  The motion passed 

unanimously.  During the Fact Finding it was stated that this is a very serious offense as Ms. 

Lesperance is not an APRN and should not be using the APRN credentials.  Maria Pietrantuono 

moved to place Ms. Lesperance’s license on probation for six months with the following 

restrictions: must successfully complete an Ethics Course, her license is hereby reprimanded, 

and a civil penalty of $10,000.00.  After discussion, Maria Pietrantuono amended her motion to 

change the civil penalty to $2,500.00.  Probation will conclude upon the successful completion of 

the Ethics Course and the full payment of the Civil Penalty which could either shorten or 

lengthen the six month probationary period.  The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and 

passed unanimously.   

 

HEARING – NICOLE R. ZUKOWSKI, RN 

 

Attorney Matthew Antonetti was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Zukowski was not present and did not have representation at this hearing.  There was no 

testimony provided.  Attorney Antonetti made an oral Motion to Deem Allegations Admitted 

which Mary Brown moved to grant, Ellen Komar seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.  

The hearing closed.  Mary Brown moved to find Ms. Zukowski on all charges.  The motion was 

seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.  Mary Brown then moved for revocation of 

Ms. Zukowski’s license.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.      

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 12:40 PM. 

 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on February 20, 2013 at the Department of 

Public Health Complex, Room 470-A/B, 410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

__ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN 

Tarah Cherry, Public Member 

Ellen M. Komar, RN 

Maria Pietrantuono, RN 

Gina M. Reiners, RN 

Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Jennifer Long, APRN 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Joanne V. Yandow, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Alfreda G. Gaither, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Jennifer Filippone, Section Chief, DPH 

Diane Cybulski, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM. 

 

STUDENTS 

 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Western CT State University, University of Hartford, 

and Stone Academy.     

 

Chair Bouffard provided the students with an overview of the Board’s responsibilities, 

jurisdiction, and nursing education programs.   

 

MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES – RICHARD HOULE, RN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Motion to Withdraw Statement 

of Charges for Richard Houle.  Mr. Houle was not present and did not have representation at 

this meeting.   

 

Maria Pietrantuono moved and Mary Brown seconded to accept the Motion to Withdraw 

Statement of Charges as presented.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard 

signed the Motion.   

 

 

MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES – ERIKA WETTEMANN, RN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented the Board with a Motion to Withdraw Statement 

of Charges for Erika Wettemann.  Ms. Wettemann was not present and did not have 

representation at this meeting.   

 

Mary Brown moved and Carrie Simon seconded to accept the Motion to Withdraw Statement 

of Charges as presented.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 

Motion.   

 



MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – JENNIFER M. GAUDINO, LPN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Motion for Summary 

Suspension for Jennifer Gaudino. 

 

Ms. Gaudino was not in attendance at this meeting nor was she represented by counsel.  

Maria Pietrantuono moved and Ellen Komar seconded to grant the Motion for Summary 

Suspension as presented.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 

Notice documents and the hearing was scheduled for March 6, 2013 at 9:30 AM.  

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – BRITNEY MARCANTONIO, RN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented the Board with a Motion for Summary 

Suspension for Britney Marcantonio.   

 

Ms. Marcantonio was not in attendance at this meeting nor was she represented by counsel.  

Mary Brown moved and Gina Reiners seconded to grant the Motion for Summary 

Suspension as presented.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 

Notice documents and the hearing was scheduled for March 6, 2013 at 9:30 AM.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Janice E. Wojick presented the Board with the following minutes which were tabled at the 

February 6, 2013 meeting.  The Board Members were e-mailed the transcriptions regarding 

the two cases questioned. 

 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2012 

 

Mary Brown moved and Maria Pietrantuono seconded to accept the minutes as edited.  The 

motion passed with all in favor with two abstentions:  Ellen Komar and Gina Roberts. 

 

NOVEMBER 7, 2012 

 

Mary Brown moved and Carrie Simon seconded to accept the minutes as edited.  The 

motion passed with all in favor with two abstentions:  Ellen Komar and Gina Roberts. 

 

HEARING – JILL WITHEY, LPN 

 

Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Withey was not present and she did not have representation at this hearing.  There was no 

testimony provided.  Attorney Fazzina made a verbal Motion to Deem Allegations Admitted.  

Maria Pietrantuono moved to grant the Motion to Deem Allegations Admitted.  Tarah Cherry 

seconded the Motion which passed unanimously.   

 

Mary Brown moved and Carrie Simon seconded that Ms. Withey be found on all charges.  

The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Mary Brown moved and Carrie Simon seconded that Ms. Withey’s license be revoked.  The 

motion passed unanimously 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 9:10 AM. 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing 



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on March 6, 2013 at the Department of Public 

Health Complex, Room 470-A/B, 410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN 

Tarah Cherry, Public Member 

Ellen M. Komar, RN 

Jennifer Long, APRN 

Maria Pietrantuono, RN 

Gina M. Reiners, RN 

Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: None 

  

ALSO PRESENT: Stacy M. Schulman, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Diane Cybulski, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Stephen Carragher, Health Program Supervisor, OPLC, DPH 

Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Ellen M. Shanley, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

David Tilles, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Tynan E. Cooney, Court Reporter 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:35 AM. 

 

STUDENTS 

 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Western CT State University and UConn.  

 

Chair Bouffard provided the students with an overview of the Board’s responsibilities, 

jurisdiction, and nursing education programs.   

 

CHAIR UPDATES 

 

Chair Bouffard will be attending the Annual NCSBN Mid-Year Meeting in San Jose in March. 

 

OPEN FORUM 

 

Elizabeth Beaudin, CT Hospital Association, provided the Board with a brief update on the very 

busy 2013 Legislative Session with patient safety being at the forefront.   

 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS AND REORDERING OF AGENDA 

 

No new items were added to the agenda. 

 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – 2013 SESSION BEGAN JANUARY 9, 2013 

 

There were no updates at this time.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – PORTER AND CHESTER INSTITUTE – ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES 

 

Patricia Donovan, LPN Program Administrator, presented the Board with an update on the 

administrative changes at the Porter and Chester Institute (PCI).  Amber Irimia will be leaving 

PCI on March 7, 2013.  Maribel Rivera-Smith will become the Interim Nursing Education 

Supervisor at the Rocky Hill Campus until a permanent replacement has been secured.   



The Board was presented with her resume and transcript.  Elizabeth D’Onofrio who is the current 

Nursing Education Supervisor at the Rocky Hill Campus will be transferring to the Enfield 

Campus on March 7th to replace Ms. Irimia.  Mary Brown moved, seconded by Jennifer Long, to 

accept the appointment of Ms. Rivera-Smith as the Interim Campus Supervisor for Rocky Hill 

contingent upon receipt of her BSN and MSN Transcripts.  The Board also requested Ms. Irimia’s 

job performance documentation for the last year and her completion of the leadership course.  

The motion passed unanimously.   

 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF CRITICAL CARE NURSES 

 

The Board reviewed documentation from the American Association of Critical-Care Nurses 

(AACN) Certification Corporation who is seeking the Board’s approval of the AACN Certification 

Corporation as an authorized certification body acceptable to the Board for the certification of 

the Acute Care Nurse Practitioner (ACNP).  The credential awarded to successful candidates will 

be ACNPC.  Stephen Carragher, Health Program Supervisor at DPH in the Practitioner Licensing 

and Investigations Section, was present for this discussion.  Pursuant to Section 20-94a(2) of 

the Connecticut General Statutes, in order to qualify for and maintain a CT APRN License, an 

applicant must hold and maintain current certification as a Nurse Practitioner, a clinical Nurse 

Specialist, or a Nurses Anesthetist from one of the following national certifying bodies that 

certify nurses in advanced practice:  The American Nurses’ Association, the Nurses’ Association 

of the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists Certification corporation, the 

National Board of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners and Associates, or the American Association of 

Nurse Anesthetists, their successors or other appropriate national certifying bodies approved by 

the Board of Examiners for Nursing.   

 

Maria Pietrantuono moved to approve the American Association of Critical-Care Nurses as a 

certifying body as outlined above.  Applicants certified by the AACN, regardless of the 

examination completed, would meet the certification requirement for licensure.  The motion was 

seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.   

 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF STATE BOARD OF NURSING UPDATE 

 

Jennifer Long attended the 2013 NCSBN Annual Institute of Regulatory Excellence (IRE) 

Conference in New Orleans January 15 - 17, 2013.  There were more than 90 regulators from 

across the country to discuss discipline in nursing regulation.   

 

Ethics, due process, and alternative to discipline programs were among the many topics 

presented at this year’s conference.  Presentations about the role and process of discipline in 

nursing regulation were given from a variety of industry perspectives, including lawyers, Boards 

of Nursing, and the Department of Health.  There was also a session on how to interpret body 

language.  A networking session was held at the famous Acme Oyster House.  A live New 

Orleans Jazz Band played as attendees sampled the local fare, networked with fellow nurse 

regulators, and enjoyed the hospitality of New Orleans.  

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – ANTOINETTE VOSE, RN 

 

Attorney Ellen M. Shanley presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 

Antoinette Vose.  Ms. Vose was not present and did not have representation at this meeting.  

Maria Pietrantuono moved to grant the Motion for Summary Suspension.  The motion was 

seconded by Carrie Simon and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order and Notice 

scheduling the hearing for March 20, 2013.   



 

MEMORANDUM OF DECISION – LISA CZARNECKE, RN 

 

Janice E. Wojick presented the Board with this Memorandum of Decision.  Mary Brown moved, 

and Carrie Simon seconded, to affirm the Board’s prior decision to revoke Ms. Czarnecke’s 

license.  The motion passed with all in favor with two abstentions:  Ellen Komar and Gina 

Reiners. 

 

Break – 15 minutes 

 

HEARING – JENNIFER M. GAUDINO, LPN 

 

Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Gaudino was present pro se at this hearing.  Testimony was provided by Ms. Gaudino, Victoria 

Prince, and Priscilla Priors.  The hearing concluded.  Mary Brown moved to find Ms. Gaudino on 

all charges with the exception of 3a(ii) and 3F.  The motion was seconded by Maria Pietrantuono 

and passed unanimously.  Mary Brown then moved for revocation of Ms. Gaudino’s LPN license.  

The motion was seconded by Maria Pietrantuono and passed unanimously.  The Board stated 

that this was abuse of a very vulnerable population.  Abuse is not tolerated, there is “zero” 

tolerance for abuse.  There was no pattern of bad behavior at the facility regarding Ms. Gaudino 

therefore that this was a very difficult decision.   

 

HEARING – EWURAMA HAYFORD, APRN 

 

Attorney David Tilles was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. Hayford 

was present and represented by Attorney Edward M. Mayer, Jr.  Testimony was provided by Ms. 

Hayford, Michael Gaudet, Kathryn McDonnell, and Susan Denisco.  The hearing concluded at 

4:45 PM.  Due to lack of a quorum, Fact Finding will take place on April 3, 2013.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 4:45 PM. 

 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on March 20, 2013 at the Department of 

Public Health Complex, Room 470-A/B, 410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Tarah Cherry, Public Member 

Jennifer Long, APRN 

Gina M. Reiners, RN 

Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Mary M. Brown, RN 

Ellen M. Komar, RN 

Maria Pietrantuono, RN 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Stacy M. Schulman, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Ellen M. Shanley, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Bonnie Pinkerton, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:35 AM. 

 

STUDENTS 

 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from the University of Hartford, Southern CT State 

University, and Western CT State University.      

 

Students left the meeting before Chair Bouffard could provide them with an overview of the 

Board’s responsibilities, jurisdiction, and nursing education programs.   

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – LARISSA CRANSTON, RN 

 

DPH Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 

Larissa Cranston.  Ms. Cranston was not present at this meeting and was not represented 

by counsel.  Jennifer Long moved to grant this Motion for Summary Suspension.  The 

motion was seconded by Tarah Cherry and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 

Summary Order and the Notice of Hearing scheduling the hearing for April 3, 2013. 

 

HEARING – ANTOINETTE VOSE, RN 

 

DPH Attorney Ellen M. Shanley was present representing the Department.  Ms. Vose was 

present pro se.  Testimony was provided by Ms. Vose and Bonnie Pinkerton. 

 

Jennifer Long moved that the Board can find Ms. Vose on all charges as Ms. Vose had 

admitted to all the charges and the Board can also find on CGS 20-99(b)(5).  The motion 

was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed with all in favor with exception of Tarah Cherry 

who was opposed.   

 

Jennifer Long moved to extend Ms. Vose’s probation for one additional year.  Currently she 

has two years remaining on the November 17, 2010 Consent Order.  The probationary 

terms will restart upon signature of the MOD as follows:  drug/alcohols screen reports 

weekly for the first and third years, and twice per month for the second year; employer and 

therapist reports are to be provided monthly for the entire three years, there will be no key 

restriction, and all other terms remains the same.  The motion was seconded by Carrie 

Simon and passed unanimously.   



Jennifer Long then moved to vacate the Summary Suspension immediately.  The motion 

was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed unanimously. 

 

HEARING – JILL WITHEY, LPN 

 

DPH Attorney Linda Fazzina was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Withey was not present and did not have representation at the hearing scheduled for 

February 20, 2013.  The Board went forward with the hearing, closed the hearing, and it 

was the decision of the Board to revoked Ms. Withey’s license.  At the conclusion of the 

meeting Chair Bouffard spoke with the students in the audience.  During this time Ms. 

Withey arrived for her hearing stating that she was told a different time than what was 

written in the Notice of Hearing.  Chair Bouffard advised Ms. Withey to file a Motion to 

Reopen the Hearing which she did.  The Motion to Reopen the Hearing was granted and 

rescheduled for today.  Ms. Withey was present pro se.  Testimony was provided by Ms. 

Withey.  Due to incomplete treatment records, the Board continued the hearing to May 15, 

2013 at 8:30 AM.  DPH has not received any current treatment records since October, 2012.   

 

HEARING – SAMANTHA COLBERT, LPN 

 

DPH Attorney Linda Fazzina was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Colbert was present pro se.  Testimony was provided by Ms. Colbert during which time 

Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Gina Reiners, to move into Executive Session to question 

Ms. Colbert on the sealed documents entered into the record from Saint Francis Behavioral 

Care.  Upon completion of the questioning, Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Gina Reiners, 

to return to the public hearing.  The motion passed unanimously.  After additional 

testimony, the hearing concluded.    

 

Jennifer Long moved that the Board could find Ms. Colbert on all charges as she had 

admitted to all of the charges.  The motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed with 

all in favor with the exception of Tarah Cherry who was opposed.   

 

Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Gina Reiners, to move into Executive Session to discuss 

the sealed exhibits again.  The motion passed unanimously, which lasted approximately five 

minutes, then Jennifer Long moved to exit Executive Session, which was seconded by Gina 

Reiners, and passed unanimously.   

 

Jennifer Long moved and Gina Reiners seconded that Ms. Colbert’s license be placed on 

suspension for six months, effective immediately through September 20, 2013, the 

summary suspension remains in place until the Memorandum of Decision is signed, random 

drug/alcohol screens are to be provided weekly during the first and fourth years, and twice 

per month during the second and third years, therapist and employer reports are to be 

provided monthly for the entire probationary period, Respondent is not to have access to 

the narcotic keys for the first year of returning to work as a nurse, and the usual remain 

terms including no pool/solo work.  By September 20, 2013 the Board requested that a 

therapist evaluation be provided and approved by the Board regarding Ms. Colbert as to 

whether or not she is safe to return to the practice of nursing.  The motion passed 

unanimously.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 10:25 AM. 

 

__________________________ 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing 



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on April 3, 2013 at the Department of Public 

Health Complex, Conference Room 470-A/B, 410 Capital Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN 

Ellen M. Komar, RN 

Jennifer Long, APRN 

Maria Pietrantuono, RN 

Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Tarah Cherry, Public Member 

Gina M. Reiners, RN 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Joanne V. Yandow, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Jennifer Filippone, Section Chief, PLIS, DPH 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

David Tilles, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:34 AM. 

 

STUDENTS 

 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Southern CT State University, University of Hartford, 

and Western CT State University.     

 

Chair Bouffard provided the students with an overview of the Board’s responsibilities, 

jurisdiction, and nursing education programs.   

 

OPEN FORUM 

 

There were no questions or concerns from the audience.  

 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS AND REORDERING OF AGENDA 

 

Revised Agendas were distributed at the beginning of the meeting.   

 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – 2013 SESSION 

 

Jennifer Filippone provided the Board with an update on the 2013 Legislative Session.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – GATEWAY COMMUNITY COLLEGE – RESUBMISSION OF WAIVER REQUEST 

 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens provided the Board with a resubmission of a Permanent Waiver 

Request for Lynne Falcigno.  This was originally presented to the Board in February.  At that 

time the Board requested additional information on her MPH related to maternal-child health 

care.   

 

Maria Pietrantuono moved, seconded by Mary Brown, to grant the permanent waiver request for 

Lynne Falcigno to teach and provide clinical experiences in Maternal-Child Health only.  The 

motion passed unanimously.   

 



 

SCHOOL ISSUES – PORTER AND CHESTER ENFIELD CAMPUS – SITE SUPERVISOR UPDATE 

 

Patricia Donovan provided the Board with a letter dated March 25, 2013 confirming that Amber 

Irimia supervised the PCI Enfield Campus and had no regularly assigned teaching duties during 

that time.  Ms. Irimia grew as a manager throughout the year that she was at PCI in this job 

capacity.  She took the assigned leadership courses and applied her new knowledge.  She has 

since left PCI to pursue a different career opportunity.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – PORTER AND CHESTER INSTITUTE – CONDITIONAL STATUS 

 

During the April 4, 2012 meeting, the Board placed the PCI Watertown and Branford Campuses 

on conditional status for the use of a Virtual Lab in place of direct patient care experiences for 

students.  The identified students in both programs have completed the required direct patient 

care hours and successfully passed the NCLEX.  The conditional status for both the Branford and 

Watertown campuses concluded on April 19, 2013.   

 

Jennifer Long moved and Maria Pietrantuono seconded to lift the conditional status in both the 

Branford and Watertown PCI campuses effective April 19, 2013.  The motion passed 

unanimously.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – CT TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL SYSTEM/LPN PROGRAMS – FIVE YEAR STUDIES 

 

Patricia Fennessy, CTHS Consultant, along with Deb Detrick (Prince), Karen Ivers (Bullard-

Havens), Anne Simko (Eli-Whitney), Pamela Cramer (Kaynor), Jeanne Loomis (Norwich), and 

Regina Wrenn (Vinal), the Department Heads from the CT Technical High School LPN Programs, 

were all present at this meeting.  Pamela Pelletier-Stevens provided the Board with an update of 

her on-site five-year survey visits of all six LPN Programs.  Visits to the programs were as 

follows:  A.I. Prince – February 5 and 7, 2013, Norwich Tech – February 21 and 25, 2013, 

Kaynor Tech - March 15 and 18, 2013, Vinal Tech – February 27 and 28, 2013, Bullard-Havens – 

March 1 and 4, 2013, and Eli Whitney on March 5 and 7, 2013.  The Eli Whitney Program moved 

to the High Meadows Facility on February 20, 2013 due to scheduled renovations at the school 

located on 71 Jones Road in Hamden.  The Board reviewed the five-year study for all of the 

programs.  Mary Brown moved to accept the survey reports and requested submission of a 

revised Organizational Chart for both the Bullard-Havens and Vinal Tech Programs and 

requested that all programs send out graduate surveys and employer surveys for the class of 

2010 and report the findings of these surveys at the September 4, 2013 Board Meeting.  All 6 

CTHS LPN Programs were granted full approval, pending additional information requested, and 

the next five-year survey visit will be April 2018.  The motion was seconded by Carrie Simon 

and passed unanimously.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – CT TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL SYSTEM/LPN PROGRAMS – CONDITIONAL STATUS 

 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens updated the Board regarding the removal of Conditional Status for the 

A.I. Prince Tech, Norwich Tech, and Bullard Havens Technical School LPN Programs. 

 

Jennifer Long moved to remove the conditional status from the Norwich Tech CTHS LPN 

Program.  The motion was seconded by Ellen Komar and passed unanimously.   

 

Mary Brown moved to remove the conditional status from the A.I. Prince Tech CTHS LPN 

Program.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.   

 

Jennifer Long moved to remove the conditional status from the Bullard-Havens Tech CTHS LPN 

Program.  The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.   



 

SCHOOL ISSUES – ST. VINCENT’S COLLEGE – PRE-LICENSURE BSN PROGRAM 

 

Included in today’s meeting packet is a letter from Dr. Joanne R. Wolfertz advising the Board 

that St. Vincent’s College is providing formal notification to the Connecticut Department of Public 

Health that they are developing a pre-licensure BSN Program.  They are currently conducting a 

needs assessment which will be shared with the BOEN.  The program anticipates admitting the 

first class for Fall 2013.  Regionally they are seeking program approval from NEASC, the 

Commission on Institutions of Higher Education, and professionally from CCNE.   

 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE – JANUARY and FEBRUARY, 2013 

 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens updated the Board on calls received in the Board Office in January and 

February of 2013.   

 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF STATE BOARDS OF NURSING UPDATE 

 

Chair Bouffard attended the 2013 NCSBN Midyear Meeting “Helping Leaders Achieve Higher 

Levels of Excellence: Performance Measurement as the Link to Evidence Based Nursing 

Regulation” March 11-13, 2013 in San Jose, California.  Day one began with a leadership forum, 

for executive officers and member board presidents.  Panel discussions took place throughout 

the day as well, with board members serving as panelists.  The day concluded with networking 

sessions for executive officers and member board presidents.  The next day consisted of updates 

from the Leadership Succession, Bylaws, Distance Learning Education and Member Board 

Agreement Review Committees.  Area meetings convened in the afternoon where members 

were able to dialogue about regional issues and other important topics.  Attendees then 

participated in an outdoor networking reception where they tasted local cuisine and enjoyed the 

warm California sun while mingling with fellow nurse regulators.  The final day of the meeting 

started with a networking breakfast to discuss topics affecting nursing regulation today, such as 

board governance, education, leadership development and advanced practice registered nurses.  

This was followed by an interactive session titled “Boundary Spanning Leadership.”  Afternoon 

sessions were devoted to APRN issues, including the presentations “Veterans Health 

Administration Implementation of the APRN Consensus Model” and “Advanced Practice (APRN) 

Committee – The Grandfather Provision.”  NCSBN Membership will meet again August 14-16, 

2013 in Providence, Rhode Island for the 2013 Annual Meeting.    

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – EILEEN HARTMAN, RN 

 

Staff Attorney David Tilles presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 

Eileen Hartman.  Ms. Hartman was not present and did not have representation at this meeting.  

Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension.  The motion 

was seconded by Marie Pietrantuono and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 

Summary Suspension Order and the Notice of Hearing scheduling the hearing for April 17, 2013 

at 8:30 AM.   

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – NATALIE PRIMINI, LPN 

 

Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 

Natalie Primini.  Ms. Primini was not present and did not have representation at this meeting.  

Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension.  The motion 

was seconded by Marie Pietrantuono and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 

Summary Suspension Order and the Notice of Hearing scheduling the hearing for April 17, 2013 

at 8:30 AM.   



 

MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES – LARISSA CRANSTON, RN 

 

DPH Attorney David Tilles presented the Board with a Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges 

as Ms. Cranston signed a Voluntary Surrender of License Affidavit on April 1, 2013.   

 

Maria Pietrantuono moved and Ellen Komar seconded to grant the Motion to Withdraw the 

Statement of Charges.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

FACT FINDING – EWURAMA HAYFORD, RN, APRN 

 

The hearing in this case concluded on March 6, 2013.  Due to lack of a quorum, Fact Finding was 

scheduled for April 3, 2013.  Exhibits and Transcripts were provided to all Board Members.  Mary 

Brown moved to find Ms. Hayford on charges 1 and 2 and could not find on charges 3 and 4.  

The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.  In listening to the 

comprehensive testimony the Board believes that the respondent followed the standard of care, 

that she appropriately dealt with the syncope episode, she gave the patient instructions on what 

to do if another episode should occur, and the standard of care was met.  The EKG at Saint 

Francis Hospital was not remarkable and the cardiac problems were not found until the blood 

tests.  Mary Brown moved to dismiss the charges.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long 

and passed unanimously.      

 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEM 

 

At the close of business on Tuesday, April 2, 2013, faxed documents were received in the Board 

Office.  Attorney Joanne V. Yandow brought these documents to the Board’s attention.  Jennifer 

Long moved, which was seconded by Mary Brown, to add Attorney John Giulietti’s Motions to 

today’s agenda for discussion.  The motion passed unanimously.  Attorney Giulietti, Pamela’s 

Dole counsel, and Staff Attorney David Tilles who is representing the Department of Public 

Health, were both present at this meeting.  Pamela Dole was not in attendance.  The Board 

Members were provided with a copy of Attorney Giulietti’s filings received via fax in the Board 

Office.  After discussion with Board Counsel, Attorney Giulietti, and Attorney Tilles, it was the 

unanimous decision of the Board Members that a ruling would not be issued at this time and 

that responses from the Department and Ms. Dole are to be received in the Board Office within 

five business days of the initial filing which arrived via fax prior to close of business on April 2, 

2013.  Therefore responses are to be received in the Board Office by close of business on April 

13, 2013.  Documents would be forwarded to Chair Bouffard who will then issue a ruling.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 10:37 AM. 

 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on April 17, 2013 at the Department of 

Public Health Complex, Room 470-A/B, 410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN 

Ellen M. Komar, RN 

Gina M. Reiners, RN 

Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Jennifer Long, APRN 

Maria Pietrantuono, RN 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Stacy M. Schulman, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

   Alfreda G. Gaither, Co-Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

David Tilles, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM. 

 

STUDENTS 

 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from the University of Hartford and Western CT State 

University.     

 

Chair Bouffard provided the students with an overview of the Board’s responsibilities, 

jurisdiction, and nursing education programs.   

 

CHAIR UPDATES 

 

Public Member Tarah Cherry resigned from the Board on April 16, 2013.  Tarah recently 

took a new position which obligates her to work on Wednesdays.  Her message to the Board 

Members:  “May you ALL stay in good health, and continue to provide your much needed 

and valued service to keep our State a safe and ethical place in the nursing profession.”  

Tarah was appointed to the Board on February 25, 2010.  The Board thanks Tarah for her 

two plus years of service to help protect the citizens of this state.   

 

PREHEARING REVIEW – TINA VACCARO, RN 

 

Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with the revised packet of information 

that the Board had requested when it was first presented to the Board on December 5, 

2012.  Attorney Jeremy Donnelly was present with Ms. Vaccaro. 

 

It was the recommendation of the Board that Ms. Vaccaro’s license be placed on probation 

for one year with monthly therapist reports, quarterly employer reports, and drug/alcohol 

screens twice per month.   

 

CONSENT ORDER – EDWARD DOUGLAS, LPN 

 

Staff Attorney Diane Wilan was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Mr. 

Douglas was present with counsel, Attorney Steven R. Kolodziej.  Attorney Wilan presented 

the Board with a Consent Order.  Mary Brown moved and Gina Reiners seconded to accept 

the Consent Order as written.  The motion passed unanimously 



PREHEARING REVIEW/CONSENT ORDER – NANTSI VOSE, RN 

 

Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Prehearing Review/Consent Order for 

Nantsi Vose.  Ms. Vose was present with counsel, Attorney Ron Stevens.  Mary Brown 

moved and Ellen Komar seconded to grant the Consent Order as presented.  The motion 

failed as all were opposed.  A new motion was raised by Mary Brown, seconded by Gina 

Reiners, to add a Civil Penalty of $500.00 to the Proposed Consent Order.  The motion 

passed with all in favor with Chair Bouffard in opposition to the new motion.   

 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION 

 

Janice E. Wojick presented the following Memoranda of Decision to the Board for review and  

signature.   

 

RUTH DUSHAY, RN 

 

Mary Brown moved, Carrie Simons seconded, to affirm the Board’s prior decision to 

reinstate Ms. Dushay’s Registered Nurse license to probation for four years.  The motion 

passed with all in favor with two abstentions: Ellen Komar and Gina Reiners.   

 

TRACY SHUGRUE-KANE, RN 

 

Carrie Simon moved, Mary Brown seconded, to affirm the Board’s prior decision to reinstate 

Ms. Shugrue Kane’s Registered Nurse license to probation for three years after the 

successful completion of a Board approved RN Refresher Program.  The motion passed with 

all in favor with two abstentions:  Ellen Komar and Gina Reiners. 

 

KRISTEN WEBBER, RN 

 

Mary Brown moved, Carrie Simon seconded, to affirm the Board’s prior decision to place Ms. 

Webber’s Registered Nurse License on probation for four years.  The motion passed with all 

in favor with two abstentions:  Ellen Komar and Gina Reiners. 

 

The above three Memoranda of Decision became effective immediately upon Chair 

Bouffard’s signature.   

 

At this point, the Board revised the agenda as Pamela Dole had not yet arrived for her 

hearing.   

 

HEARING – NATALIE PRIMINI, LPN 

 

Staff Attorney Diane Wilan was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Primini was present for this hearing without representation.  Ms. Primini requested a 

continuance in order to retain counsel which was granted by the Board.  The hearing has 

been rescheduled to June 5, 2013 @ 9:00 AM.   

 

HEARING – EILEEN HARTMAN, RN 

 

Staff Attorney David Tilles was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Hartman was not present and did not have representation at this hearing.  There was a 

question of proof of service as the signed certified mail green card had not been returned to 

the Board Office prior to today’s meeting.  It was the unanimous decision of the Board to 

keep the record open and reschedule the hearing to June 5, 2013 at 9:00 AM.   

 

Due to the fact that Ms. Dole still had not arrived, the Board took a 20 minute recess at 

9:14 AM during which time Chair Bouffard spoke with the students in the audience.   



MOTIONS AND OBJECTIONS REGARDING PAMELA DOLE, RN, APRN 

 

Staff Attorney David Tilles was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Dole was present with former counsel Attorney John Giulietti.  At this juncture, Mary Brown 

moved, which was seconded by Ellen Komar, for the Board to move into Executive Session 

to seek legal advice from the Board’s Counsel.  The motion passed unanimously and the 

room was cleared of all observers.  Carrie Simon then moved to exit Executive Session.  The 

motion was seconded by Ellen Komar and passed unanimously and observers were invited 

back into the room.  Mary Brown moved to accept the Notice of Termination of 

Representation on this case with dismay.  The motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and 

passed with all in favor with the exception of Carrie Simon who was opposed.  Attorney 

Giulietti had raised a Motion for Continuance which Ms. Dole objected to as she said she is 

not able to afford counsel.  Ms. Dole was advised of alternative avenues of representation.  

The Board continued the hearing to July 17, 2013 to allow Ms. Dole the opportunity to 

explore all avenues for getting legal representation.  The Board was uncomfortable with 

allowing her to go forward at this point.  Ms. Dole again objected to the continuance and 

stated that it is not going to change in July either.  Chair Bouffard replied that we are 

allowing you the time and the opportunity to do the best you can to get proper legal 

representation.  So we will continue this hearing, we will go off the record and will keep the 

record open until the next hearing.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 10:23 AM. 

 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing 



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on May 1, 2013 at the Department of Public 

Health Complex, Room 470-A/B, 410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN 

Ellen M. Komar, RN 

Jennifer Long, APRN 

Gina M. Reiners, RN 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Maria Pietrantuono, RN 

Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Stacy S. Schulman, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Jennifer Filippone, Section Chief, PLIS, DPH 

Diane Cybulski, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Matthew Antonetti, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

David Tilles, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM. 

 

STUDENTS 

 

There were no students present at today’s meeting.   

 

CHAIR UPDATES 

 

Chair Bouffard spoke to the graduating class at Naugatuck Valley Community College regarding  

the mission and the duties of the Board.   

 

OPEN FORUM 

 

The audience congratulated Gina Reiners appointment to the Board.   

 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS AND REORDERING OF AGENDA 

 

Revised Agendas were provided for today’s meeting 

 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – 2013 SESSION ENDS JUNE 5, 2013 

 

Jennifer Filippone provided an update to the Board 

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – UNIVERSITY OF SAINT JOSEPH – AN ACCELERATED SECOND DEGREE PROGRAM 

 

This review and discussion is regarding the approval of the Accelerated Second Degree Program 

(ASD Program) at the University of Saint Joseph Connecticut (USJ-CT).  Dean Sandra G. 

Affenito, Dr. Joyce Fontana, Pamela Aselton, Interim Chair of the Department of Nursing, and 

Marianne (Mimi) Snyder, Director of Accelerated Second Degree Nursing Program, were present 

from USJ-CT for this discussion.  USJ-CT is seeking reinstatement of the ASD Program which has 

been suspended for the last two years.  The history of the ASD Program was provided to the 

Board.  The last group admitted to the ASD Program was in 2009.  Dr. Aselton stated that the 

program received accreditation from CCNE on April 21, 2004 to extend through June 30, 2014.   



CCNE will be arriving at USJ-CT in the Fall of 2013 for their next on-site evaluation.  After 

discussion and review of the documents presented, Mary Brown moved to table the approval of 

the ASD Program.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long, and passed with all in favor with 

the exception of Gina Reiners who recused herself from the discussion and the voting.  The 

Board outlined the additional documents needed for approval.  Chair Bouffard did advise Dr. 

Aselton that the Board must receive notification of any further changes to any of their pre-

licensure nursing programs in a timely manner.  This request for approval will be placed on the 

May 15, 2013 Nursing Board Agenda.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – MIDLAND COLLEGE – KUMASI, GHANA 

 

The Board’s agenda packets included an FYI regarding the above school’s interest in establishing 

an LPN Program in Connecticut.  Pamela Pelletier-Stevens responded to their request in writing 

explaining the process which is quite lengthy.  The facility requesting the establishment of the 

LPN Program must first have a building located in Connecticut and must seek accreditation from 

the Office of Financial & Academic Affairs for Higher Education, prior to applying for 

consideration of licensure (see School Regulations Section 10-96, Part VI, entitled Vocational 

Schools, Education & Rehabilitation - contact person is Patricia Santoro, Director of Academic 

Affairs).  The Board cannot move forward to approve a Private LPN School without the proper 

credentialing.   

 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE CALLS – MARCH 2013 

 

Diane Cybulski reviewed the calls received during the month of March 2013.  Most calls were the 

usual calls received each month although there were a few calls regarding mandatory overtime 

during storms.   

 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF STATE BOARDS OF NURSING UPDATE 

 

Pam Pelletier-Stevens and Diane Cybulski will be attending the NCSBN Nurse Investigator 

Conference June 5th through 8th, 2013 in Annapolis, Maryland 

 

PLIS is working on the implementation of NURSYS 

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – HERBERT TERRY, III, LPN 

 

Attorney David Tilles presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Herbert 

Terry, III.  Mr. Terry was not present and did not have representation at this meeting.  Jennifer 

Long moved, seconded by Ellen Komar, to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary 

Suspension.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension 

Order and the Notice of Hearing scheduling the hearing for May 15, 2013 at 8:30 AM.   

 

CONSENT ORDER – DANIELLE McKEOWN, RN 

 

Attorney Matthew Antonetti presented the Board with a Consent Order for Ms. McKeown.  Ms. 

McKeown was not present at this meeting and did not have representation at this meeting.  

Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Gina Reiners, to accept the Consent Order as written.  The 

motion passed unanimously.   

 

CONSENT ORDER – NELIZEHAYDEE OLMEDA, RN 

 

Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Consent Order for Ms. Olmeda.  Ms. Olmeda 

was not present at this meeting and did not have representation at this meeting.  Mary Brown 

moved, which was seconded by Gina Reiners, to accept the Consent Order as written.  The 

motion passed unanimously.   

 



REINSTATEMENT HEARING – JUDITH FOLLERT, RN 

 

Attorney Joelle Newton was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. Follert 

was present with counsel, Attorney Robert A. Salerno, who made an oral request for a 

continuance of today’s hearing.  Mary Brown moved, seconded by Jennifer Long, to grant the 

continuance to September 4, 2013.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

HEARING – BRITNEY MARCANTONIO, RN 

 

Attorney Leslie Scoville was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Attorney 

Scoville presented the Board with an Oral Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges as Ms. 

Marcantonio had just signed a Voluntary Surrender affidavit.  Gina Reiners moved, seconded by 

Mary Brown, to accept the Oral Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges.  The motion passed 

unanimously.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn at 9:45 AM. 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on May 15, 2013 at the Department of Public 

Health Complex, Room 470-A/B, 410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN 

Jennifer Long, APRN 

Gina M. Reiners, RN 

Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Ellen M. Komar, RN 

     Maria Pietrantuono, RN 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Joanne V. Yandow, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Jennifer Filippone, Section Chief, PLIS, DPH 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Matthew Antonetti, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

David Tilles, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM. 

 

STUDENTS 

 

There were no students in attendance at this meeting.     

 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS AND REORDERING OF AGENDA 

 

Board Members received the Revised Agendas at the start of today’s meeting.   

 

UNIVERSITY OF SAINT JOSEPH CONNECTICUT – ACCELERATED SECOND DEGREE PROGRAM 

 

This is a continuation of the May 1, 2013 meeting regarding approval of the Accelerated Second 

Degree Program at the University of Saint Joseph Connecticut (USJ-CT).  Pamela Aselton, 

Interim Chair of the Department of Nursing, and Marianne (Mimi) Snyder, Director of 

Accelerated Second Degree Nursing Program, were both present from USJ-CT for this 

discussion.  Dr. Aselton stated that the program received accreditation from CCNE on April 21, 

2004 to extend through June 30, 2014.  CCNE will be arriving at USJ-CT in the Fall of 2013 for 

their next on-site evaluation.  After review of the documentation provided by the program and 

today’s discussion, Mary Brown moved to approve the reopening of the Second Degree 

Accelerated Program at USJ-CT.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed with all 

in favor with the exception of Gina Reiners who recused herself from the discussion and the 

voting.  Chair Bouffard did advise Dr. Aselton that the Board must receive notification of any 

additional changes to any of their pre-licensure programs in a timely manner.  Also, Deborah 

Brown will be notified to authorize a NCLEX number for the Accelerated Second Degree Program.   

 

MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES – HERBERT TERRY, III, LPN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney David Tilles presented the Board with a Motion to Withdraw Statement of 

Charges as Mr. Terry has voluntarily surrendered his license.   

 

Jennifer Long moved and Gina Reiners seconded to grant the Motion to Withdraw the Statement 

of Charges.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Motion to Withdraw 

which becomes effective immediately upon signature.     



MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES – MARLENE S. SILVA, RN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented the Board with a Motion to Withdraw Statement of 

Charges as Ms. Silva has voluntarily surrendered his license.   

 

Gina Reiners moved and Carrie Simon seconded to grant the Motion to Withdraw the Statement 

of Charges.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Motion to Withdraw 

which becomes effective immediately upon signature.     

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – AMBER KALOUSTIAN, RN 

 

Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 

Amber Kaloustian.  Ms. Kaloustian was present without representation at this meeting.  Ms. 

Kaloustian’s counsel, Attorney Mony B. P. Yin, was not available to attend due to a scheduling 

conflict.  Ms. Kaloustian had an objection to the Motion for Summary Suspension for the Board.  

The Board Members were advised not to accept this document as this would be ex parte 

communication as Ms. Kaloustian had retained counsel yesterday.   

 

Mary Brown moved and Gina Reiners seconded to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary 

Suspension.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension 

Order and the Notice of Hearing scheduling the hearing for June 5, 2013 at 9:00 AM. 

 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION 

 

The Board reviewed the following Memoranda of Decision.   

 

EDELINE LESPERANCE, RN 

 

Carrie Simon moved and Jennifer Long seconded to affirm the Board’s prior decision to 

reprimand Ms. Lesperance’s license and place her registered nurse license on probation for a 

period of six months in order to complete a course in professional ethics.  Within 30 days of the 

signature of this Memorandum of Decision Ms. Lesperance is to pay the Department of Public 

Health a civil penalty of $2,500.00.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

TINA M. NUGENT, LPN 

 

Carrie Simon moved and Jennifer Long seconded to affirm the Board’s prior decision to suspend 

Ms. Nugent’s license for a period of three months followed by probation for a period of one year, 

and is successfully complete a course in medication administration, she must complete 40 hours 

of one-on-one supervised medication administration.  The motion passed with all in favor with 

the exception of Gina Reiners who abstained as she was not present at the hearing.   

 

NICOLE ZUKOWSKI, RN 

 

Carrie Simon moved and Mary Brown seconded to affirm the Board’s prior decision to revoke Ms. 

Zukowski’s registered nurse license effective immediately upon signature.  The motion passed 

with all in favor with the exception of Gina Reiners who was not present at the hearing.    

 

 

HEARING – JILL WITHEY, LPN 

 

Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Withey was not present at this hearing.  Today is the third scheduled hearing for Ms. Withey.  

Ms. Withey was not in attendance for today’s hearing.  At the March 20, 2013 hearing the Board 

continued the hearing to allow Ms. Withey time to produce the treatment documents by April 

22nd which gave her one month. The Board requested up to date and inclusive treatment records 

including the HAVEN records.  The hearing was scheduled for May 15, 2013 and neither the 

Department nor the Board has heard from Ms. Withey.   



The Board went forward with the hearing.  At the March 20, 2013 hearing Ms. Withey admitted 

verbally to all of the charges.  There was no testimony provided today.   

 

Gina Reiners moved that we could find Ms. Withey on all charges as she had verbally admitted 

to all of the charges.  The motion was seconded by Carrie Simon and passed unanimously.   

 

Gina Reiners moved, which was seconded by Carrie Simon, that Ms. Withey’s license be 

revoked.  The Board gave Ms. Withey an opportunity to submit updated treatment records and 

she did not contact DPH or the Board Office.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 9:37 

AM. 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing 



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on June 5, 2013 at the Department of Public 

Health Complex, Room 470-A/B, 410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN 

Ellen M. Komar, RN 

Jennifer Long, APRN – left at 11:00 AM 

Maria Pietrantuono, RN – left at 11:30 AM 

Gina M. Reiners, RN – left at 11:15 AM 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Carrie Simon, Public Member 

  

ALSO PRESENT: Stacy Schulman, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Alfreda G. Gaither, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Jennifer Filippone, Section Chief, PLIS, DPH 

Jolanta Gawinski, Health Program Supervisor, DPH 

Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

David Tilles, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM. 

 

STUDENTS - There were no students in the audience at this meeting.      

 

OPEN FORUM - There were no questions or concerns brought up for discussion by the audience.  

 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS AND REORDERING OF AGENDA 

 

The hearing regarding Natalie Primini, LPN has been continued to September 18, 2013. 

 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

 

Jennifer Filippone stated that the 2013 Legislative Session ends at midnight.  The Department is 

not aware of “any last minutes surprises.”  Effective October 1, 2013 mandatory, on-line, 

licensure renewals for nurses, physicians, and dentists becomes effective.  There is a $5.00 

surcharge for credit card use which is now included in the licensure fees.  All licensees will need 

to maintain an active e-mail account with the Department of Public Health.  Licensees will be 

able to print their own duplicate license which will specifically say “Duplicate License.”  DPH’s 

goal is to reach a paperless license renewal system.  The answering of survey questions will be 

mandatory on renewals.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – UNIVERSITY OF SAINT JOSEPH CT – NEW PROGRAM CHAIR 

 

Dr. Pamela Aselton, Interim Chair of Nursing, was present at this meeting to introduce to the 

Board Dr. Patricia Padula Morgan who will begin her service to the University of Saint Joseph 

(USJ) as the Chair of Nursing/Associate Dean of School of Health and Natural Sciences on July 1, 

2013.  Maria Pietrantuono moved, seconded by Ellen Komar, to approve Dr. Morgan as Chair of 

the Nursing Program at USJ.  The motion passed with all in favor with the exception of Gina 

Reiners who recused herself from the discussion and the voting.  The Board wished Dr. Morgan 

success in her new position at USJ.     

 

 

 



NCSBN UPDATE – ANNUAL MEETING 

 

The NCSBN is celebrating their 35th Anniversary and 2013 Annual Meeting in Rhode Island’s 

capital city of Providence which is one of the oldest cities in the United States.  Delegates for the 

NCSBN Annual Meeting will be Chair Bouffard and Gina Reiners, Ellen Komar will be an Alternate 

Delegate, and Jennifer Long will also be attending.   

 

NCSBN BOARD OF DIRECTORS UPDATE 

 

Chair Bouffard provided an update regarding the Finance Committee which remains stable, the 

audit of Pearson Vue which was satisfactory, NURSYS’ goal in to become a fully electronic 

system – no more paper, APRN Committee is developing guidelines for grandfathering in 

congruence with the APRN Consensus Model.  A focus group will get together to develop a 

decision-tree model to uniformly apply guidelines.  A question was raised as to whether there 

should be a limitation of the number of times a student/graduate be allowed to take the NCLEX.  

No psychometric reasons exist to limit this although some states have limitation rules.  Bylaw 

changes regarding associate members in the Board of Directors.  MidYear had supported this but 

now the recommendation is to not allow associate members voting rights on the Board.  

Selection of Honorees for Delegate Assembly recognition:  there are five states celebrating their 

100th year:  Arkansas, College of Registered Nurses of Manitoba, Florida, Montana, and Kansas.   

 

PREHEARING REVIEW – JEANNIE V. PASACRETA, APRN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented the Board with a Prehearing Review for Jeannie 

Pasacreta.  Ms. Pasacreta was present with counsel, Attorney Stanley K. Peck.  After discussion 

and review of the documentation presented, it was the recommendation of the Board that this 

case be dismissed.   

 

CONSENT ORDER – NANTSI VOSE, RN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Consent Order for Nantsi Vose.  A 

Consent Order was originally presented to the Board on April 17, 2013.  It was the 

recommendation of the Board to add a $500.00 Civil Penalty to the Consent Order.  Ms. Vose 

was present pro se.  Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Ellen Komar, to accept the Consent 

Order as written.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

HEARING – EILEEN HARTMAN, RN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney David Tilles was present representing the Department.  Attorney Tilles 

requested a continuance in this matter.  Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Gina Reiners, to 

grant the continuance.  The motion passed unanimously.  The continuance date is July 17th and 

will be the first hearing on the agenda.   

 

HEARING – AMBER KALOUSTIAN, RN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina was present representing the Department.  Ms. Kalouostian 

was present with counsel, Attorney Mony B. P. Yin.  Testimony was provided by Marlene Jones 

and Judith Steiner.  Jennifer Long, Gina Reiners, and Maria Pietrantuono left during Ms. Jones’ 

testimony.  The hearing closed at 12:33 PM and will be rescheduled for September 4, 2013.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 12:35 PM. 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on June 19, 2013 at the Legislative Office 

Building, Room 1-A, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN 

Jennifer Long, APRN 

Maria Pietrantuono, RN 

Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Ellen M. Komar, RN 

Gina M. Reiners, RN 

  

ALSO PRESENT: Stacy M. Schulman, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM. 

 

STUDENTS - There were no students in the audience today. 

 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS 

 

Revised agendas provided to everyone for this meeting 

Additional waiver request for Capital Community College 

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – UCONN SCHOOL OF NURSING – NEW DEAN – STORRS CAMPUS 

 

Paula McCauley, Associate Dean was present from the program.  At the November 2, 2011 

Nursing Board Meeting the Board approved the Interim Appointment of Dr. Regina Cusson as 

Dean of the UConn School of Nursing.  Dr. Cusson has since been appointed as Dean of the 

UConn School of Nursing effective March 25, 2013.  Maria Pietrantuono moved and Mary Brown 

seconded to accept the credentials of Dr. Cusson which meet the Regulations of the State of 

Connecticut for Nursing Programs.  The motion passed unanimously.  The Board congratulated 

Dr. Cusson and wished her continued success on her appointment as Dean of the UConn School 

of Nursing.   

 

ST. VINCENT’S COLLEGE – FACULTY EDUCATION WAIVERS 

 

Theresa Cryan and Suzanne Capasso were present from the program to request these waivers.  

Margo McCarthy, Chairperson of the ADN Program at St. Vincent’s College, is currently on 

vacation and was unable to attend today’s meeting.  Ms. McCarthy is requesting two temporary 

faculty education waivers.  The Program currently has no waivers and is requesting a six-month 

waiver for Christine Booth who is currently pursuing an MSN in Nursing Education with an 

anticipated graduation date of December 2013.   

 

Mary Brown moved and Maria Pietrantuono seconded to grant the program a six-month 

temporary faculty education waiver for Christine Booth pending the letter of matriculation from 

Chamberlain College.  The motion passed unanimously.    

 

The Program is also requesting a one-year temporary faculty education waiver for Jessica 

DeMoura who is currently pursuing an MSN in Education from Liberty University with an 

anticipated graduation date of May 2014.   



Mary Brown moved and Jennifer Long seconded to grant the program a one-year temporary 

faculty education waiver for Jessica DeMoura.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

STONE ACADEMY – NEW DIRECTOR – WEST HAVEN CAMPUS 

 

Deborah Cardi was present from the program for this discussion.  Leslie Harris, the prior 

manager of the West Haven Campus of the Stone Academy LPN Program, completed her 

Doctorate in Nursing and resigned from her position at Stone Academy effective May 24, 2013.  

Deborah Cardi resumed the position effective May 28, 2013.   

 

Maria Pietrantuono moved and Jennifer Long seconded to accept the credentials of Deborah 

Cardi as meeting the Regulations of State of CT for an LPN Program Manager.  The motion 

passed unanimously.   

 

The BOEN and the Department wish Ms. Cardi success in her new position as Program Manager. 

 

CAPITAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE – PERMANENT WAIVER REQUEST 

 

Dr. Cynthia Adams, Director of the ADN Program at Capital Community College, was present to 

request a permanent waiver for Linda Edson and a one-year temporary waiver for Ryann 

Nocereto.   

 

Maria Pietrantuono moved to grant the permanent waiver for Ms. Edson.  The motion was 

seconded by Jennifer Long for discussion.  The motion failed as all were opposed.  Ms. Edson’s 

advanced degree is not in nursing and does not meet the regulations.  Her degrees are not in 

the clinical area.  The regulations are very clear that an MBA is not appropriate to teach clinical.   

 

A new motion was raised by Maria Pietrantuono to deny the permanent waiver request.  The 

motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.   

 

Dr. Adams also requested a one-year temporary faculty education waiver for Ryann Nocereto.  

Ms. Nocereto is matriculated into the University of Hartford’s Master’s in Science in Nursing 

Education Program with an anticipated graduation date of May 2014.  Mary Brown moved and 

Jennifer Long seconded to grant the one-year temporary waiver for Ms. Nocereto.  The motion 

passed unanimously.   

 

NCLEX-RN – STATISTICAL REVIEW 

 

Currently there are 17 RN Schools in CT offering 22 RN Programs.  The seat capacity of the 22 

programs is 1,929.  A total of 2,254 students were admitted to the RN programs.  The 

admissions were based upon 1-3 times per year depending on the school and chairs available 

per admission cycle.  Another interesting statistic was the number of qualified applicants that 

could have been accepted which was 2,136.  More male students were accepted for 2012, a 

total of 380, which in 2011 there were 256 males accepted.    

 

NCLEX-PN – STATISTICAL REVIEW 

 

Currently there are 16 LPN Schools in CT offering 21 LPN Programs.  The seat capacity of the 21 

programs is 940.  A total of 987 students were admitted for the year 2012.  The admissions 

were based upon one to four times per year depending on the program.  This is down from the 

2011 total of 1,161 students.  The number of NCLEX-PNs eligible in 2013 for 2013 is 616 

students.  This is down dramatically from 1,588 in 2011.  Another interesting fact is the attrition 

rate.  For 2012, the average is 17% compared to 2011 which was 29%.   

 

NCLEX-RN – ANNUAL REVIEW – May 1, 2012 – April 30, 2013 

 

There were two RN Programs who failed to achieve the first-time pass rate of 80% for the dates 

reviewed.   



 

Present from the program were Susan Capasso and Theresa Cryan.  Carrie Simon moved, 

seconded by Maria Pietrantuono, to accept the Plan of Correction for St. Vincent’s College 

Evening Program which had a 72% pass rate.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mary Brown 

then moved to place the St. Vincent’s College Evening Program on Conditional Approval for one 

year.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.   

 

Present from the program were Paula McCauley and Robin Muler.  The Board reviewed and 

approved the Plan of Correction for the UConn CEIN Program, Groton-Avery Point Campus which 

had a 71% pass rate.  Mary Brown moved and Jennifer Long seconded to place the Avery Point 

Campus of the CEIN Program on Conditional Status for one year due to their NCLEX score of 

71%.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mary Brown moved, seconded by Jennifer Long, to 

place the UConn Avery Point CEIN Program on Conditional Status for one year.  The motion 

passed unanimously.   

 

NCLEX–PN – ANNUAL REVIEW – May 1, 2012 – April 30, 2013 

 

The following programs failed to achieve the first-time pass rate of 80% for the dates reviewed. 

 

Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Carrie Simon, to accept the Plan of Correction for A.I. Prince 

Technical School, whose pass rate was 68%.  The motion passed unanimously.  Jennifer Long 

then moved, seconded by Maria Pietrantuono, to place the program on Conditional Status for 

one year, effective immediately.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Maria Pietrantuono moved, seconded by Carrie Simon, to accept the Plan of Correction for Eli 

Whitney Technical School whose pass rate was 70%.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mary 

Brown then moved, seconded by Jennifer Long, to place the program on Conditional Status for 

one year, effective immediately.  The motion passed unanimously.    

 

Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Maria Pietrantuono, to accept the Plan of Correction for Vinal 

Technical School whose pass rate was 53%.  The motion passed unanimously.  Jennifer Long 

then moved, seconded by Maria Pietrantuono, to place the program on Conditional Status for 

one year, effective immediately.  The motion passed unanimously.    

 

Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Maria Pietrantuono, to accept the Plan of Correction for W. F. 

Kaynor Technical School whose pass rate was 75%.  The motion passed unanimously.  Jennifer 

Long then moved, seconded by Carrie Simon, to place the program on Conditional Status for 

one year, effective immediately.  The motion passed unanimously.    

 

The Board also requested an updated report regarding the identified programs Conditional 

Status at the December 18, 2013 meeting.   

 

At the meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing on June 19, 2013, the Board reviewed and 

approved the Plan of Correction for the Hamden Evening Campus.    

 

The BOEN acknowledges that the LTI Hamden Evening Program was placed on Conditional 

Status in December of 2011.  Due to the 69% pass rate, the Board decided to extend this 

Conditional Status until April 30, 2014.  This date will allow the BOEN to annually review the 

NCLEX scores set forth in the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies, Section 20-90-47 

(b)(2)(A). 

 

In addition, the BOEN requests that LTI appear before the board on December 18, 2013 with an 

update regarding the Hamden Evening Program’s progress and NCLEX scores.  

 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE CALLS – APRIL 2013 

 

Pam Pelletier-Stevens updated the Board on the scope of practice calls received in the Board 

Office for the month of April.  The majority of the calls were the standard questions regarding 



scope and licensure requirements.  LPNs continue to inquire if they can do assessments and 

work in settings that do not have RN or APRN supervision.  The answer to both of these 

questions is no.   

 

 

CONSENT ORDER – PAULA BOVE, LPN 

 

Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Consent Order for Paula Bove.  Attorney 

Ellen Costello was present with Ms. Bove.  Mary Brown moved to accept the Consent Order as 

written.  The motion was seconded by Maria Pietrantuono and failed as all were opposed.  Mary 

Brown raised a second motion to deny the Consent Order.  The motion was seconded by Maria 

Pietrantuono and passed unanimously.  The Board had reviewed the documentation provided 

and after discussion, the Board stated that this case should be dismissed.  This was clearly a 

system problem and the Respondent did document the fact that she could not do this.   

 

MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES – JEANNIE V. PASACRETA, APRN 

 

Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville presented the Board with a Motion to Withdraw Statement of 

Charges for Jeannie V. Pasacreta.  Ms. Pasacreta, along with her counsel Stanley K. Peck, met 

with the Board on June 5, 2013 for a Prehearing Review.  It was the recommendation of the 

Board that the charges be dismissed.  Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Maria Pietrantuono, to 

grant the Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges.  The motion passed with all in favor with 

one abstention, Carrie Simon.  Chair Bouffard signed the Motion. 

 

HEARING – ALICIA A. DOUCETTE, LPN 

 

Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Doucette was not present and did not have representation at this hearing.  There was no 

testimony provided.  Attorney Leslie Scoville made an oral Motion to Deem Allegations Admitted.  

Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Marie Pietrantuono, to grant the Motion to Deem Allegations 

Admitted as Ms. Doucette did not attend today’s hearing and did not file an Answer to the 

Statement of Charges as instructed in the Notice of Hearing.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Carrie Simon moved and Maria Pietrantuono seconded that Ms. Doucette be found on all 

charges.  This was based on the documents provided to the Board by the Department and again 

the fact that Ms. Doucette did not file an Answer to the Statement of Charges and did not attend 

today’s hearing.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Maria Pietrantuono moved and Carrie Simon seconded that Ms. Doucette’s license be revoked.  

Based on the documents provided, the Board felt revocation was the only option in order to 

keep the public safe.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

The Board questioned Ms. Doucette’s license which expired July 31, 2012.  Attorney Scoville 

stated that you can revoke a lapsed license up to 18 months after it had lapsed.   

 

BETHANY BOZZUTO, LPN 

 

Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Bozzuto was present without representation at this hearing.  Testimony was provided by Ms. 

Bozzuto.   

 

The Board instructed Ms. Bozzuto to provide the Department of Public Health with the following 

records by August 7, 2013 at 4:00 PM:  treatment records and letters from all treatment 

providers, documentation of participation in Narcotics Anonymous or Alcoholics Anonymous 

including a letter from her sponsors, support letters, employer records, recent drug tests, and 

therapist reports.  This hearing will be rescheduled for August 21, 2013 at 8:30 AM.   

 

 



ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 11:14 AM. 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing 

 



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on July 17, 2013 at the Legislative Office 

Building, Room 1-A, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN 

Ellen M. Komar, RN 

Maria Pietrantuono, RN 

Gina M. Reiners, RN – left 3:00 PM 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Jennifer Long, APRN 

Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Joanne V. Yandow, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Jennifer Filippone, Section Chief, PLIS, DPH 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Matthew Antonetti, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Ellen M. Shanley, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

David Tilles, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM. 

 

STUDENTS 

 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Stone Academy.   

 

Chair Bouffard provided the students with an overview of the Board’s responsibilities, 

jurisdiction, and nursing education programs.   

 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

 

Jennifer Filippone provided the Board with recent updates.  Effective October 1, 2013 the 

licensure renewal process for all Nurses, Physicians, and Dentists will now be mandatory on-line 

renewals.  Licensure fees have increased $5.00 in order to cover the service charge for the 

credit card use.  Ms. Filippone also provided updates on the National Workforce Survey and 

NURSYS.  Hopefully Connecticut will be a fully participating NURSYS state either by September 

1st or October 1st, 2013 at which time there will be a $30.00 charge for all nurse licensure 

verifications.   

 

CHAIR UPDATES 

 

Chair Bouffard, Ellen Komar, and Jennifer Long are planning to attend the NCSBN Annual 

Meeting which will be held in Providence, Rhode Island August 14 – 16, 2013. 

 

Today is Maria Pietrantuono’s last meeting.  Maria was appointed by Governor M. Jodi Rell on 

August 24, 2005 as an RN Member with a Master’s Degree in Nursing. Maria’s expertise was 

critical to the Board’s mission to ensure the public health and safety of the citizens of 

Connecticut.  Maria’s eight years of service as a Board Member is especially appreciated in light 

of the fact that it was entirely voluntary.  Maria will be greatly missed for her diligence as well as 

her kindness and good humor.  The Board wishes Maria success in all of her future endeavors.   

 

The Eileen Hartman RN hearing has been continued to August 21, 2013 at 8:30 AM.  Absent 

extreme, unforeseen circumstances, no further continuance requests will be granted by Chair 

Bouffard. 



SCHOOL ISSUES 

 

STONE ACADEMY – WAIVER REQUEST 

 

Present from the program were Dale DeMille and Eleanor Davio.  Stone Academy is requesting 

their first one-year temporary faculty education waiver for Charlene D’Angelo.  Due to 

extenuating circumstances, Ms. D’Angelo was unable to complete her MSN within the four year 

time requirement.  She is currently matriculated into the MSN Program at the University of 

Hartford with an expected graduation date in May of 2014.  Maria Pietrantuono moved to grant 

the one year faculty education waiver for Ms. D’Angelo.  The motion was seconded by Gina 

Reiners and passed unanimously.   

 

SACRED HEART UNIVERSITY – INTERIM CHAIR 

 

Present from the program were Susan DeNisco and Audrey Beauvais.   

 

Effective July 1, 2013 Susan M. DeNisco assumed the position of Interim Chair of the Nursing 

Department at Sacred Heart University.  Gina Reiners moved, seconded by Maria Pietrantuono, 

to approve Dr. DeNisco’s new position as Interim Chair.  The motion passed unanimously.         

 

Also, Audrey Beauvais has been appointed as the Undergraduate Program Director.  Gina 

Reiners moved, seconded by Maria Pietrantuono to approve Dr. Beauvais as the Undergraduate 

Program Director.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

LINCOLN TECHNICAL INSTITUTE – WAIVER REQUEST 

 

Present from the program were Patricia DeLucia and Rachelle Gauvin.   

 

Lincoln Technical Institute is requesting a one-year temporary faculty education waiver for 

Rachelle Gauvin.  Ms. Gauvin was unable to complete her MSN within the four-year timeframe 

due to extenuating circumstances.  Ms. Gauvin is currently matriculated as an MSN student at 

Sacred Heart University with an anticipated graduation in the Spring of 2015.  Gina Reiners 

moved, and Ellen Komar seconded to grant this one-year waiver request.  The motion passed 

unanimously.   

 

THREE RIVERS COMMUNITY COLLEGE – WAIVER REQUEST 

 

Ellen Freeman was present from the program to present this waiver request to the Board.   

 

Three Rivers Community College is requesting an additional one-year temporary faculty 

education waiver for Michelle Bull to complete her MSN.  Ms. Bull is currently matriculated into 

the MSN Program at Sacred Heart University and is expected to graduate in the Winter of 2013.  

Gina Reiners moved, which was seconded by Maria Pietrantuono, to grant this one-year 

extension.  The motion passed unanimously.      

 

WESTERN CT STATE UNIVERSITY – NEW CHAIR 

 

Dr. Jess House, Dean of Professional Studies, was present from WCSU.  The Board reviewed the 

documentation regarding the appointment of Joan Palladino as Chair of the Western CT State 

University Department of Nursing.  Gina Reiners moved that Dr. Palladino’s credentials meet the 

criteria as outlined in the Nursing School Regulations.  The motion was seconded by Mary Brown 

and passed unanimously.  Dr. Palladino was appointed to a two-year term as Chair of the 

Department of Nursing which became effective July 1, 2013.     

 



PREHEARING REVIEW – MICHELE NOVELLA, RN/APRN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney Matthew Antonetti presented the Board with a Prehearing Review Packet for 

Michele Novella.  Attorney Edward V. Walsh was present with Ms. Novella.  After discussion and 

review of the documents presented, it was the recommendation of the Board that this matter be 

dismissed as it does not rise to a level which requires discipline in Connecticut.   

 

PREHEARING REVIEW – CHRISTINE PIMER, RN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney Ellen M. Shanley presented the Board with a Prehearing Review Packet for 

Christine Pimer.  Attorney Ellen Costello was present with Ms. Pimer.  After discussion and 

review of the documents presented, it was the recommendation of the Board that this matter be 

dismissed as the allegations does not rise to a level which requires discipline in Connecticut.   

 

PREHEARING REVIEW/CONSENT ORDER – FRANK ACQUAH, RN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney Ellen M. Shanley presented the Board with a Prehearing Review/Consent 

Order for Frank Acquah.  Mr. Acquah’s counsel, Attorney Ellen Costello, was present for this 

review.  Gina Reiners moved to accept the Consent Order as written.  The motion was seconded 

by Maria Pietrantuono and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order.   

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – DONALD MUSGRAVE, RN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney Ellen M. Shanley presented the Board with a Motion for Summary 

Suspension for Donald Musgrave.  Mr. Musgrave was not present nor was he represented by 

counsel at this meeting.  Mary Brown moved that the Board grant the Motion for Summary 

Suspension.  The motion was seconded by Maria Pietrantuono and passed unanimously.   

 

MINUTES 

 

The Board reviewed the following minutes.   

 

FEBRUARY 6, 2013 

 

Maria Pietrantuono moved, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve the minutes as edited.  The 

motion passed unanimously.   

 

FEBRUARY 20, 2013 

 

Mary Brown moved, seconded by Gina Reiners, to approve the minutes as written.  The motion 

passed unanimously.   

 

MARCH 6, 2013 

 

Maria Pietrantuono moved, seconded by Gina Reiners, to approve the minutes as written.  The 

motion passed unanimously.   

 

MARCH 20, 2013 

 

Gina Reiners moved, seconded by Patricia Bouffard, to approve the minutes as written.  The 

motion passed with all in favor with three abstentions:  Mary Brown, Ellen Komar, and Maria 

Pietrantuono who were not in attendance at the March 20, 2013 meeting.   

 

APRIL 3, 2013 

 

Maria Pietrantuono moved, seconded by Ellen Komar, to approve the minutes as written.  The 

motion passed with all in favor with Gina Reiners abstaining as she was not in attendance at the 

April 3, 2013 meeting.   



APRIL 17, 2013 

 

Mary Brown moved, seconded by Gina Reiners, to approve the minutes as edited.  The motion 

passed with all in favor with the exception of Maria Pietrantuono who abstained as she was not 

in attendance at the April 17, 2013 meeting.   

 

MEMORANDUM OF DECISION – EWURAMA HAYFORD, APRN 

 

Mary Brown moved that the Board affirm their prior decision to dismiss the charges regarding 

Ms. Hayford as the Charges did not rise to a level of discipline in Connecticut.  The motion was 

seconded by Maria Pietrantuono and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order.   

 

HEARING – PAMELA DOLE, RN/APRN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney David Tilles was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Dole was present pro se.  This is Day 5 that the Board has set aside for this hearing.   

 

Attorney Tilles had rested his case on the record and Ms. Dole waived her right to cross Ms. 

Debra Hernandez.   

 

Board Exhibit 5, which was entered into the record on October 17, 2012 as “ID Only,” has now 

been entered into the record as a full exhibit, “Board Exhibit 29 – Under Seal.”   

 

Ms. Dole’s expert witness, Charles Moser, PhD, MD, FACP, was contacted via telephone in San 

Francisco, CA for testimony.  After a very lengthy discussion as to whether or not Dr. Moser was 

an unbiased, expert witness, Mary Brown moved that the Board accept Dr. Moser as an expert 

witness.  The motion was seconded by Ellen Komar and passed with all in favor with the 

exception of Maria Pietrantuono who was opposed.  Testimony was provided by Dr. Moser.  Gina 

Reiners left the meeting at 3PM.  Dr. Moser’s testimony completed at approximately 3:15 PM.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 3:35 PM         . 

 

 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing 



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on August 21, 2013 at the Legislative Office 

Building, Room 1-A, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Lisa Freeman, Public Member (leaving 11:30 AM) 

Ellen M. Komar, RN 

Jennifer Long, APRN 

Geraldine Marrocco, RN 

Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Mary M. Brown, RN 

Gina M. Reiners, RN 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Stacy M. Schulman, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Jennifer Filippone, Section Chief, PLIS, DPH 

Deborah Brown, Health Program Assistant, DPH 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Ellen M. Shanley, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

David Tilles, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM. 

 

STUDENTS 

 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Lincoln Technical Institute – Hamden Campus.   

 

Chair Bouffard provided the students with an overview of the Board’s responsibilities, 

jurisdiction, and nursing education programs.   

 

WELCOME 

 

Chair Bouffard welcomed Lisa Freeman and Geraldine Marrocco to the Board of Examiners for 

Nursing.  On August 1, 2013 Governor Malloy appointed Ms. Freeman to serve as a Public 

Member and Geraldine Marrocco to serve as an RN Member.     

 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS AND REORDERING OF AGENDA 

 

Reinstatement Application Review - Linda Ricciardi, RN 

 

Jennifer Filippone and Deborah Brown were present for the Department and Ms. Ricciardi was 

also present.  The Board reviewed the documents provided.  After the discussion and review of 

the documents presented, the Board stated that Ms. Ricciardi’s experience speaks for itself and 

she has kept her nursing skills up.  Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, that 

Ms. Ricciardi’s RN license be reinstated without additional stipulations.  The motion passed 

unanimously.    

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – PORTER AND CHESTER INSTITUTE CAMPUS SUPERVISOR CHANGES 

 

Present from the program were Patricia Donovan, Corporate Director, Karyn Therrien, and Grace  

Clark.  

 



ROCKY HILL CAMPUS 

 

Karyn Therrien has been selected to replace Maribel Rivera-Smith as the LPN Supervisor at the 

Rocky Hill Campus.  Ms. Therrien assumed responsibility at that campus on July 1, 2013.   

 

After discussion and review of the documents presented, Jennifer Long moved, seconded by 

Carrie Simon, that Ms. Therrien’s credentials meet the criteria specified in the Nursing Program 

Regulations for Campus Supervisor.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

STRATFORD CAMPUS 

 

Grace Clark has been selected to replace Maureen Consiglio as the LPN Supervisor at the 

Stratford Campus.  Ms. Clark assumed responsibility at that campus on August 5, 2013.   

 

After discussion and review of the documents presented, Ellen Komar moved, seconded by 

Carrie Simon, that Ms. Clark’s credentials meet the criteria specified in the Nursing Program 

Regulations for Campus Supervisor.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – QUINNIPIAC COLLEGE – WAIVER REQUESTS 

 

Lisa O’Connor, Director of the Undergraduate Nursing Program, was present to request the 

waiver for Ryann Sullivan-Nocereto.  After discussion and review of the documents presented, 

Geraldine Marrocco moved, which was seconded by Jennifer Long, to grant the one-year faculty 

education waiver for Ryann Sullivan-Nocereto.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – GATEWAY COMMUNITY COLLEGE – WAIVER REQUESTS 

 

Sheila Solernou, Division Director of Nursing and Allied Health at Gateway, was present to 

request three one-year temporary faculty education waivers for their nursing program.  Gateway 

currently does not have any temporary waivers.  These waivers will not exceed the 10% 

outlined in the regulations.   

 

Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Carrie Simon, to grant the one-year faculty education waiver 

for Nancy Clements.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Geraldine Marrocco moved, seconded by Ellen Komar, to grant the one-year faculty education 

waiver for Donna McKeehan.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Ellen Komar, to grant the one-year faculty education waiver 

for Nana Boahemaa.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – THREE RIVERS COMMUNITY COLLEGE – WAIVER REQUEST 

 

Ellen Freeman, Director of Nursing and Allied Health at Three Rivers, was present to request a 

waiver for Stephanie Greaney.  Geraldine Marrocco moved, seconded by Carrie Simon, to grant 

the one-year faculty education waiver for Stephanie Greaney.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

FAIRFIELD UNIVERSITY – WAIVER REQUESTS 

 

Present from the program were Dean Lynn Babington and Dr. Theresa Quell to present the 

temporary faculty education waiver requests to the Board.  Fairfield currently has 41 faculty 

members and the maximum temporary waiver request allowable by regulation is four and/or 

equal to 10%.     

 

Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Ellen Komar, to grant the one-year faculty education waiver 

for Priscilla R. Schumack.  The motion passed unanimously.   



Carrie Simon moved, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to grant the one-year faculty education  

waiver for Nicole M. Russo.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Ellen Komar, to grant the one-year faculty education waiver 

for Cassandra DePinto.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Ellen Komar, to grant the one-year faculty education waiver 

for Stephanie Bilotta pending documentation received in the Board Office regarding Ms. Bilotta’s 

name change.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 

MICHELE NOVELLA, RN, APRN – CHRISTINE PIMER, RN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney Ellen M. Shanley presented the Board with two Motions to Withdraw 

Statement of Charges.  At the July 17, 2013 Board Meeting the Department presented 

Prehearing Reviews for both cases.  After review and discussion, it was the recommendation of 

the Board to dismiss the charges for both nurses.  The Department concurred and presented the 

Motions to Withdraw Statement of Charges.  Due to the fact that the majority of the quorum 

was not in attendance at the July 17, 2013 Board Meeting, it was the advice of the Board’s 

Counsel, Attorney Stacy Schulman, to table the voting at this time.  Both Motions will be placed 

on the September 4, 2013 Agenda.   

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – JANE A. SMITH, LPN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney David Tilles presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 

Jane Smith.  Ms. Smith was not present and did not have representation at this meeting.   

 

Jennifer Long moved, Lisa Freeman seconded, to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary 

Suspension.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension 

Order and the Notice of Hearing scheduling the hearing for September 4, 2013.   

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – ROBBIN CAPPA, RN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney David Tilles presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 

Robbin Cappa.  Ms. Cappa was present with counsel, Attorney Jeremy Weingast.    

 

Jennifer Long moved and Lisa Freeman seconded to grant the Department’s Motion for 

Summary Suspension.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension Order and the Notice of Hearing scheduling the 

hearing for September 4, 2013.  Ms. Cappa was hand served by Janice E. Wojick the signed 

Notice of Hearing, the Statement of Charges, and the Summary Suspension Order prior to 

leaving the Board Meeting.  Attorney Weingast was asked to file an Appearance if he had not 

already done so.  Attorney Weingast also requested a continuance to which Chair Bouffard 

responded that he put his request in writing.  Possible hearing dates were discussed.   

 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION 

 

Prior to today’s meeting, all Board Members were e-mailed the following two Memoranda of  

Decision.   

 

JENNIFER GAUDINO, LPN 

 

Ellen Komar moved, seconded by Carrie Simon, to affirm the Board’s prior decision to revoke 

Ms. Gaudino’s license.  The motion passed with all in favor with two abstentions: Lisa Freeman 

and Geraldine Marrocco. 



JILL WITHEY, LPN 

 

Carrie Simon moved, seconded by Jennifer Long, to affirm the Board’s prior decision to revoke 

Ms. Withey’s license.  The motion passed with all in favor with two abstentions: Lisa Freeman 

and Geraldine Marrocco. 

  

Break:  9:40 AM – 9:59 AM 

 

HEARING – EILEEN HARTMAN, RN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney David Tilles was present representing the Department of Public Health.  The 

first hearing in this matter was scheduled for April 17, 2013 in which Ms. Hartman did not make 

an appearance and there was no proof of service.  The Board rescheduled the hearing to June 5, 

2013.  Ms. Hartman left a voice mail message for Attorney Tilles stating that she would not be 

attending the hearing and was requesting a continuance.  The Board granted the continuance to 

July 17, 2013.  Ms. Hartman again requested a continuance, which was granted, which brings us 

to today’s hearing.  The July 16, 2013 Continuance Ruling stated that absent extreme, 

unforeseen circumstances, no further continuances would be granted.   

 

Ms. Hartman was present pro se.  Testimony was provided by Yolanta Gawinski, DPH Health 

Program Supervisor, and Ms. Hartman.  During Ms. Hartman’s testimony, Jennifer Long moved 

to enter into Executive Session in order to question Ms. Hartman regarding her medical records.  

The motion was seconded by Ellen Komar and passed unanimously at which time the room was 

cleared of all visitors.  When testimony was completed, Ellen Komar moved, and Geraldine 

Marrocco seconded to move out of Executive Session.  The motion passed unanimously and the 

public was invited back into the hearing.   

 

The Board stated that they were struggling with the fact of non-compliance of providing any 

treatment records during the hearing.  Jennifer Long moved and Ellen Komar seconded that Ms. 

Hartman be found as charged.  The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Jennifer Long moved and Ellen Komar seconded that Ms. Hartman’s license be revoked.   The 

motion passed unanimously.  The Board again stated that there were no records provided at the 

hearing.  There was no objective evidence other than Ms. Hartman’s testimony that she was in a 

recovery program.   

 

HEARING – DONALD MUSGRAVE, RN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney Ellen M. Shanley was present representing the Department of Public Health.  

Mr. Musgrave was not present and did not have representation at this hearing.  Lisa Freeman 

left at this time.   

 

Attorney Shanley presented a Motion to Amend Statement of Charges adding a new allegation, 

as a result of new information received after the filing of the initial Statement of Charges.   

 

Attorney Shanley made an Oral Motion to Deem Allegations Admitted as Mr. Musgrave did not 

file a written Answer and did not attend today’s hearing.   

 

Attorney Shanley stated that Mr. Musgrave had a Compliance Conference scheduled at the 

Department on August 20, 2013.  Mr. Musgrave did not appear for this meeting and did not 

contact the Office of Licensure Regulation and Compliance to offer an explanation as to why he 

was not in attendance at the Compliance Conference.    

 

Jennifer Long moved that Mr. Musgrave be found as charged.  The motion was seconded by 

Carrie Simon and passed unanimously.   



 

Jennifer Long stated that based on the violation of his Consent Order, the addition of the new 

charge, the fact that he did not appear for today’s hearing, the fact that he did not file an 

Answer to the Statement of Charges as ordered in the Notice of Hearing, he violated the scope 

of his practice and responsibility, this leaves the Board no choice but to revoke his license.  The 

motion was seconded by Carrie Simon and passed unanimously.   

 

Board’s Counsel, Attorney Stacy Schulman, spoke to the Board Members regarding the 

difference between recusals and abstentions. 

 

HEARING – BETHANY F. BOZZUTO, LPN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney David Tilles was present representing the Department of Public Health.  The 

first hearing in this case was held on June 19, 2013 at which time treatment records were not 

provided by Ms. Bozzuto.  The Board continued the hearing to allow Ms. Bozzuto time to get the 

treatment records, and therapist reports which she discussed in her opening statement including 

drug screen reports, as well as documents regarding participation in AA, and employer reports.  

Chair Bouffard instructed Ms. Bozzuto, on the record, to submit the records to the Department 

for review no later than August 7, 2013 by 4:00 PM.  Attorney Tilles stated that his office did not 

receive any records and has had no communication with Ms. Bozzuto since the June 19, 2013 

hearing.  All Board Members were provided the June 19, 2013 transcript and all Board Members 

not present at the June 19th hearing were provided with the hearing exhibits prior to today’s 

hearing.   

 

Ms. Bozzuto was not present and did not have representation at this hearing.  Attorney Tilles 

made opening/closing remarks and the record was closed.   

 

Carrie Simon moved and Jennifer Long seconded that Ms. Bozzuto be found as charged.  The 

motion passed unanimously.   

 

Carrie Simon moved that Ms. Bozzuto’s license be revoked.  The motion was seconded by 

Geraldine Marrocco and passed unanimously.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 12:10 PM. 

 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing 
 



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on October 2, 2013 at the Legislative Office 

Building, Room 1-A, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Mary M. Brown, RN – Chair Pro Tem 

Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 

Jennifer Long, APRN 

Geraldine Marrocco, RN 

Gina M. Reiners, RN 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair  

Ellen M. Komar, RN 

Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Stacy M. Schulman, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Matthew Antonetti, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Ellen M. Shanley, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

 

Chair Pro Tem Mary Brown called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM. 

 

STUDENTS 

 

Chair Pro Tem Mary Brown welcomed students from Stone Academy, Porter and Chester 

Institute, Lincoln Technical Institute – New Britain Campus, Western CT State University    

 

Chair Pro Tem Brown provided the students with an overview of the Board’s responsibilities, 

jurisdiction, and nursing education programs.   

 

 

OPEN FORUM 

 

There were no comments or questions from the audience.   

 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS AND REORDERING OF AGENDA 

 

Revised agenda were distributed to the Board Members prior to the meeting. 

 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

 

No updates.   

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – PATRICIA CONKLIN, RN 

 

Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 

Patricia Conklin.  Ms. Conklin was present without representation at this meeting.   

 

Lisa Freeman moved, which was seconded by Gina Reiners, to grant the Department’s Motion 

for Summary Suspension.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Pro Tem Mary Brown signed 

the Notice of Hearing and the Summary Suspension Order scheduling the hearing for October 

16, 2013.  Ms. Conklin was hand served at this meeting by Janice E. Wojick. 

 



PREHEARING REVIEW – SHERYL MARINONE, APRN 

 

Staff Attorney Matthew Antonetti presented the Board with a Prehearing Review for Sheryl 

Marinone.  Jennifer Long recused herself from this discussion and the Board’s recommendation.  

Attorney Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt was present representing Ms. Marinone, who was also 

present.  After discussion and review of the documentation presented, it was the 

recommendation of the Board that the Department impose a civil penalty of $500.00 and a 

written reprimand on Ms. Marinone’s APRN license for Ms. Marinone’s inadequate record keeping 

and the lack of a Collaborative Agreement.  Attorney Leonhardt did state that Ms. Marinone 

currently has an on-going Collaborative Agreement.   

 

RESPONDENT’S MOTION FOR CONTINUANCE – DOROTA SLAWSKA, RN 

 

Staff Attorney Diane Wilan was present representing the Department.  Ms. Slawska was not 

present.  Ms. Slawska had requested a six-month continuance of the hearing scheduled for later 

today.  Ms. Slawska’s RN license expired on April 30, 2013.  An e-mail was sent to Ms. Slawska 

on September 26, 2013 at 3:34 PM advising her that the continuance request would be ruled on 

at the October 2, 2013 Board Meeting.  As of October 1, 2013 Ms. Slawska had not responded to 

the e-mail.  Another e-mail was sent on October 1, 2013 requesting confirmation that she had 

received the e-mail but to no avail.  If the ruling was to grant the continuance, the hearing date 

would be scheduled at this meeting.  If the ruling was to deny the continuance request, the 

hearing would go forward on October 2, 2013.  Jennifer Long moved, which was seconded by 

Geraldine Marrocco, to grant Ms. Slawska’s request.  The motion passed unanimously.  The 

hearing was scheduled for April 2, 2014.   

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – LESLIE MATEJEK, RN 

 

Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 

Leslie Matejek.  Ms. Matejek was present without representation at this meeting.   

 

Gina Reiners moved, seconded by Jennifer Long, to grant Department’s Motion for Summary 

Suspension.  The motion passed unanimously and Chair Pro Tem Mary Brown signed the Notice 

of Hearing and the Summary Suspension Order scheduling the hearing for October 16, 2013.  

Ms. Matejek was hand served at this meeting.   

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – KRISTEN WEBBER, RN 

 

Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 

Kristen Webber.  Ms. Webber was not present and did not have representation at this meeting.   

 

Jennifer Long moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded to grant the Department’s Motion for 

Summary Suspension.  The motion passed unanimously and Chair Pro Tem Mary Brown signed 

the Notice of Hearing and the Summary Suspension Order scheduling the hearing for October 

16, 2013.   

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – CAROL D. GEE, RN 

 

Staff Attorney Matthew Antonetti presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension 

for Carol D. Gee.  Ms. Gee was not present and did not have representation at this meeting.   

 

Geraldine Marrocco moved, which was seconded by Jennifer Long, to grant the Department’s 

Motion for Summary Suspension.  The motion passed unanimously and Chair Pro Tem Mary 

Brown signed the Notice of Hearing and the Summary Suspension Order scheduling the hearing 

for October 16, 2013.   

 



AMENDED MEMORANDUM OF DECISION – SAMANTHA COLBERT, LPN 

 

Janice E. Wojick presented the Board with an Amended Memorandum of Decision for Samantha 

Colbert.  On September 18, 2013 the Order was signed by the Board.  It was brought to the 

Board Office’s attention that there was a typographical error which has since been corrected.  

Jennifer Long moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded to sign the Amended Order.  The motion 

passed unanimously.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 9:05 AM. 

 

 

Mary M. Brown, Chair Pro Tem 

Board of Examiners for Nursing



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on October 16, 2013 at the Legislative Office 

Building, Room 1-A, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN 

Ellen M. Komar, RN – left at Noon 

Geraldine Marrocco, RN – arrived 8:55 AM 

Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 

Jennifer Long, APRN 

Gina M. Reiners, RN 

  

ALSO PRESENT: Stacy M. Schulman, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Jennifer Filippone, Section Chief, PLIS, DPH 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Matthew Antonetti, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

David Tilles, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:50 AM. 

 

STUDENTS 

 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Eli Whitney LPN Program, Tunxis Community College 

Medical Assistant Program, Western CT State University, and the University of Saint Joseph CT.    

 

Chair Bouffard provided the students with an overview of the Board’s responsibilities, 

jurisdiction, and nursing education programs.   

 

UPDATES 

 

Jennifer Filippone advised the Board that Connecticut became a part of the NCSBN NURSYS 

System approximately three weeks ago.  NURSYS provides on-line verification to a nurse 

requesting to practice in another state and nurse license lookup reports to employers and the 

general public.    

 

Also, mandatory on-line licensure renewal for all nurses became effective October 1, 2013.   

 

Presently there is not much information available regarding the 2014 Legislative Session which 

will be a Short Session, not the Budget Session.  The Department is presently reviewing Scope 

of Practice Issues for the Review Process and Ms. Filippone will be able to provide an update to 

the Board at their November 6th meeting.  Geraldine Marrocco arrived during the above updates 

at 8:55 AM.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO DPH REGULATION CONCERNING LPN PROGRAMS 

 

Attorney Aaron S. Bayer, counsel for Stone Academy, and Eleanor Davio, LPN Program Director, 

were present along with several members of the Stone Academy Management/Supervisory 

Team to request that the Department of Public Health (DPH) and the Board of Examiners for 

Nursing (BD) consider certain amendments to regulations concerning the curriculum 

requirements for LPN programs Section 20-90-55 (c) of the Regulations of Connecticut State  



Agencies.  Stone Academy would like to change the regulations from requiring clock hours to 

credit hours to ensure financial aid for LPN students.   

 

The current regulations read:  20-90-55 (c) Curriculum:  The length of the program shall be a 

minimum of fifteen hundred (1500) hours over no less than ten (10) months.  Fifty percent 

(50%) of contact hours shall be in supervised direct client care experiences and observational 

experiences appropriate to the Program’s Educational Outcomes.  (Effective November 29, 

1983:  Amended May 4, 2004.) 

 

Stone Academy would like the regulation to read: 20-90-55 (c) Curriculum:  The length of the 

program shall be a minimum of 12 months and shall contain the necessary coursework required 

to meet the educational outcomes in Section 20-90-56.  Fifty percent of the course work will be 

in supervised direct patient care experiences, observational experiences, and simulated 

experiences appropriate to the Program’s Educational Outcomes, and laboratory experiences for 

the acquisition and practice of clinical nursing skills.   

 

Attorney Bayer stated that they were here today to start the conversation with the Board and 

the Department in changing the language in the Regulations to benefit the students to get 

financial aid.  Chair Bouffard stated that the way the program is written is too vague and does 

not have enough substance and there needs to be some parameters.  This is a fairly complex 

issue and patient safety is a concern.  This will require the assistance of a work group.  Ms. 

Filippone stated that the composition of the work group would be discussed at the November 6, 

2013 Board Meeting.    

 

SOUTHERN CT STATE UNIVERSITY – WAIVER REQUEST 

 

No one from the program was present to address this permanent waiver.  Pam Pelletier-Stevens 

provided the Board with a review of the documentation received in the Board Office.   

 

Mary Brown moved to deny the program’s request for a permanent waiver for Joshua 

Knickerbocker.  Mr. Knickerbocker has a Master’s in Business Administration which does not 

relate to the course he would be teaching in nursing.  The regulations are very clear that an 

MBA is not appropriate to teach clinical.  The motion was seconded by Ellen Komar and passed 

unanimously.   

 

FACT FINDING – AMBER KALOUSTIAN, RN 

 

Attorney Mony Yin and Ms. Kaloustian were present for the Fact Finding.   

 

Mary Brown moved that Ms. Kaloustian’s license be suspended until the following coursework is 

successfully completed and approved by the Department of Public Health:  Ethical and 

Professional Responsibilities in Nursing, Scope and Standard of Nursing Practice, Nursing Social 

Policy Statement, Ethical Behavior in the Workplace, Conflict Competency, and Critical Thinking, 

Clinical Reasoning and Clinical Judgement.  At the completion of the coursework, with the 

approval of the Department of Public Health, Ms. Kaloustian’s license would be placed on 

probation for two years with monthly employer reports from her immediate supervisor.  Ms. 

Kaloustian is not to be employed in home health care, agency work, and/or a nursing pool 

agency.  The motion was seconded by Ellen Komar and passed unanimously.   

 

FACT FINDING – JANE A. SMITH, LPN 

 

Ms. Smith was not present for the Fact Finding.   

 

Geraldine Marrocco moved that Ms. Smith be found as charged based on the evidence 

presented.  The motion was seconded by Ellen Komar and passed unanimously.   



Geraldine Marrocco then moved that Ms. Smith’s license be revoked as she is not safe to provide 

care to the public.  Ms. Smith did not file an Answer to the Statement of Charges nor did she 

attend the hearing.  The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.   

 

CONSENT ORDER – TERRI ORRELL LPN 

 

OPLC Attorney Matthew Antonetti presented the Board with a Consent Order for Terri Orrell.  

Ms. Orrell was not present.  Mary Brown moved to accept the Consent Order as written, which 

was seconded by Carrie Simon and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order.    

 

CONSENT ORDER – RICHARD TALMADGE, RN 

 

OPLC Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Consent Order for Richard Talmadge.  

Mr. Talmadge was present earlier in the day although he had to leave for work.  Mary Brown 

moved to accept the Consent Order as written.  The motion was seconded by Ellen Komar.  The 

motion passed as Mary Brown, Ellen Komar, and Carrie Simon were in favor and opposed were 

Geraldine Marrocco and Chair Bouffard.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order.   

 

MEMORANDUM OF DECISION – BETHANY BOZZUTO, LPN 

 

Janice E. Wojick presented the Board with a Memorandum of Decision for Bethany Bozzuto.  

Carrie Simon moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision to revoke Ms. Bozzuto’s license.  The 

motion was seconded by Ellen Komar and passed with all in favor with the exception of Mary 

Brown who abstained.  Break 10:15 AM – 10:30 AM 

 

HEARING – CAROL D. GEE, RN 

 

OPLC Attorney Matthew Antonetti was present representing the Department of Public Health.  

Ms. Gee was present pro se.  Testimony was provided by Ms. Gee.   

 

Mary Brown moved that the Board can find Ms. Gee on all charges.  Geraldine Marrocco 

seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  The Board had grave concerns as the charges 

were a violation of probation of the Consent Order signed by this Board in February of 2013.   

 

Mary Brown moved that Ms. Gee’s license be revoked.  The motion was seconded by Geraldine 

Marrocco.   The Board stated that it was much too soon for Ms. Gee to return to work as a nurse 

as this is very early in her recovery program.  The motion passed as Carrie Simon, Ellen Komar, 

and Chair Bouffard were in favor which was the majority of the quorum of the Board Members 

present.   

 

HEARING – PAMELA DOLE, RN/APRN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney David Tilles was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Dole was present pro se.  This is the fifth hearing date for this case.  Testimony was provided by 

Lynn Rapsilber, APRN.  Ellen Komar left at noon at which time the Board lost its quorum.  Due to 

the fact that the Board lost its’ quorum, the Board cannot rule on the foundational 

appropriateness of this witness and the Department’s objection.  The Board asked Ms. Dole if 

she had any other witnesses and she said no one other than herself.  Therefore the Board closed 

the hearing and the next hearing will be for November 20, 2013.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 12:40 PM. 

 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing 



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on September 4, 2013 at the Legislative Office 

Building, Room 1-A, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN – arrived at 12:05 PM 

Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 

Ellen M. Komar, RN  

Geraldine Marrocco, RN – left at 1:50 PM 

Gina M. Reiners, RN – left at 11:00 AM 

Carrie Simon, Public Member – left at 11:00 AM 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Jennifer Long, APRN 

  

ALSO PRESENT: Joanne V. Yandow, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Diane Cybulski, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Matthew Antonetti, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Ellen M. Shanley, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Tynan E. Cooney, Court Reporter 

 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:45 AM as soon as the Board had a quorum. 

 

STUDENTS 

 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Lincoln Technical Institute Shelton and New Britain 

Campuses and the UConn CEIN Program.  

 

Chair Bouffard would provide the students with an overview of the Board’s responsibilities, 

jurisdiction, and nursing education programs at the conclusion of today’s meeting.   

 

OPEN FORUM 

 

No requests or concerns from the audience.   

 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS & REORDERING OF AGENDA 

 

No new agenda items.  Reordering of agenda will be based on quorum needs. 

 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – 2014 SESSION IS FEBRUARY 5TH THROUGH MAY 7TH, 2014 

 

Elizabeth Beaudin, Connecticut Hospital Association, provided a brief update on preparing for the 

2014 Legislative Session, scope of practice discussions, and the APRN shedding the 

Collaborative Agreement.   

 

BOARD UPDATE 

 

Joanne V. Yandow announced that the Board currently has two LPN vacancies and two public 

member vacancies.  If anyone knows of anyone who might be interested, they can contact the 

Board Office.  Chair Bouffard recently attended the NCSBN Delegate Assembly and stated that 

almost all states have Board Member openings.  This is a national problem that is of great 

concern to everyone.   

 



SCHOOL ISSUES – ST. VINCENT’S COLLEGE – FEASIBILITY STUDY 

 

Suzanne Capasso, Theresa Cryan, and Karen Barnett, the new administrator for the BSN 

Program, were present to answer any questions and to discuss any concerns the Board may 

have regarding this program.  A Letter of Intent was received in the Board Office on March 7, 

2013 to change St. Vincent’s ADN Program to a BSN Program.    

 

After review and discussion of documents presented, Gina Reiners moved, seconded by Ellen 

Komar, to approve the Feasibility Study Report for St. Vincent’s College to establish a BSN 

Program.  The motion passed with all in favor with one recusal, Geraldine Marrocco, who had left 

the room during the discussion and voting.  The program is scheduled to begin in the fall of 

2014.   

 

Prior to the start of the program, Pamela Pelletier-Stevens will visit the campus to ensure that 

the campus meets the regulatory requirements, can accommodate the BSN students, and has 

adequate faculty with the proper credentials.  This information will be reported to the Board of 

Examiners for Nursing for approval at their September 3, 2014 meeting.  Also, the program may 

be required to provide an update to the Board regarding the transition from the ADN program to 

the BSN program progression.     

 

Gina Reiners moved and Ellen Komar seconded that Karen Barnett, RN, DNP, be approved as 

the new administrator for the BSN Program as she meets the requirements as specified in the 

Nursing School Regulations.  The motion passed with all in favor with two abstentions: Geraldine 

Marrocco and Carrie Simon.   

 

Break:  10:20 AM – 10:40 AM   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – YALE SCHOOL OF NURSING – RELOCATION REPORT REVIEW 

 

Lisa Freeman and Geraldine Marrocco were going to recuse themselves from this discussion 

which would result in the Board not having a quorum.  At this point in the meeting there was no 

one from the program in attendance.  The Board waited until later in the day to see if anyone 

from the Yale Program arrived.  No one from Yale School of Nursing arrived therefore this will be 

placed on the September 18, 2013 meeting agenda.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – BRIDGEPORT HOSPITAL SCHOOL OF NURSING – FIVE-YEAR SELF-STUDY 

 

Dr. Carol Papp, Director, and Dr. Linda Podalak, Associate Director of the School of Nursing, 

were present to review and discuss the documents provided to the Board.  The Board stated 

that the report was well organized and well written.  At the conclusion of the discussion, Gina 

Reiners moved, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to approve the five-year self-study.  The 

motion passed unanimously.  The next review will be in October 2018. 

 

A Letter of Intent was received in the Board Office on January 11, 2013 notifying the Board of 

BHSON’s transition from an RN Diploma Program to a BSN Program.  The timeline for this 

transition is designed for admission of BSN students in August of 2014.  Once the program and 

curriculum are redesigned, it was to be presented to the Board for approval.  On August 27, 

2013 a letter was received in the Board Office from BHSON stating that they have decided to 

keep the diploma program intact and seek a partnership with the University of Bridgeport to 

provide an RN to BSN completion program by the fall of 2014.  The partnership would be 

facilitated in keeping with the mission, goals and objectives of both the Bridgeport Hospital (Yale 

Health New Haven Health System), the BHSON and the University of Bridgeport.  The decision 

to continue the diploma program with a partnership is in keeping with the education mobility 

plan for BHSON diploma students.  It is a logical response to the growing trend in the 

professional nursing arena requiring more BSN prepared nurses and is supported by all 

members of the health system community on our campus.   

 



SCHOOL ISSUES – CENTRAL CT STATE UNIVERSITY – FIVE-YEAR SELF-STUDY 

 

Present from the program were Dr. Linda Wagner, Dr. Margaret Levvis, and Shelly Bochain.   

 

The Board reviewed the five year self-study.  The Board advised that the program’s mission 

statement be revised.   

 

Gina Reiners moved, seconded by Ellen Komar, that CCSU has met all the regulatory 

requirements outlined in Criteria 1-17 and that the program be granted full approval.  The 

motion passed with one abstention, Carrie Simon, and one opposed, Geraldine Marrocco.  The 

programs next review will be in October 2018.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – CENTRAL CT STATE UNIVERSITY – CURRICULUM CHANGE 

 

Dr. Wagner had provided the Board with a written document outlining the changes and program 

revisions necessary to decrease overlaps and gaps in their nursing program.  CCSU is also 

increasing the GPA requirements from 2.7 to 3.0 and initiating the use of the TEAS V exam as 

an admission tool to evaluate a student’s ability to succeed in the nursing program.  These 

changes will not affect current Junior and/or Senior level students.  Dr. Wagner was present to 

discuss the changes in the curriculum.  After review and discussion regarding the documents 

presented, Gina Reiners moved, seconded by Ellen Komar, to approve the new changes in the 

curriculum.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – CENTRAL CT STATE UNIVERSITY – NEW CHAIRPERSON 

 

The Board Office received a letter from Michael P. Alfano, Dean, of Central Connecticut State 

University (CCSU) that effective September 1, 2013, Dr. Margaret Levvis will be assuming the 

role of Chairperson of the Nursing Department at CCSU.  The Board reviewed Dr. Levvis’ 

credentials.  Gina Reiners moved, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, that Dr. Levvis meets the 

criteria set out by the Regulations of the State of Connecticut for Nursing Programs.  The motion 

passed unanimously.  The Board wished Dr. Levvis good luck in her new position as Chairperson 

of the Nursing Program at CCSU. 

 

The Board commended Dr. Linda Wagner for her hard work in establishing this BSN Program for 

CCSU and the revision of the nursing program curriculum.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – CT TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL LPN PROGRAMS – 2010 GRADUATE/EMPLOYER 

SURVEY REPORTS 

 

Present from the programs were Patricia Fennessy, Consultant, Anne Simko, Department Head 

at Eli Whitney, Karen Ivers, Department Head at Bullard-Havens, and Deborah Detrick, 

Department Head at A. I. Prince Tech.  All programs struggle with getting the survey results.  

The results were minimal.  There was a large group of students in the audience and it was 

brought to their attention the importance of these surveys and the reasons they should always 

respond.  

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – PORTER AND CHESTER INSTITUTE FIVE-YEAR SURVEY REPORT 

 

Patricia Donovan, Corporate Director, and all five campus supervisors, Robin Thebarge – 

Watertown, Marianne Baril – Branford, Kayrn Therrien – Rocky Hill, Elizabeth Donofrio – Enfield, 

and Grace Clark – Stratford, were all present for this presentation and discussion.   

 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens made the following site visits during the month of August 2013 to the 

Porter and Chester Campuses and Clinical Sites:  Stratford – August 1 and 2, 2013, Enfield – 

August 8 and 12, 2013, Branford – August 15 and 16, 2013, Rocky Hill – August 22 and 26, 

2013, and Watertown – August 29 and 30, 2013.  The following issues were identified and the 

Board requested additional information be provided as follows:  Stratford Campus – provide 

copy of Accreditation Letter upon receipt; Enfield, Branford, and Rocky Hill Campuses – provide  



plan for completion of adequate office space for faculty and program supervisors; and forward a 

copy of the Faculty Evaluation Form and outcomes of the evaluations to be added to the five-

year study.  

 
Geraldine Marrocco moved, seconded by Gina Reiners, to approve Porter and Chester Institute’s 
first combined five-year study for all LPN campuses and to grant full approval.  The motion 
passed unanimously and the next combined review will be in September, 2018.  Gina Reiners left 
for the day at this time.      

 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE – CORRESPONDENCE/STATISTICS ON INQUIRIES 

 

Diane Cybulski provided the Board with an overview of the calls received in the Board Office 

during the months of May, June, and July.  Ms. Cybulski also explained to the students the 

response process regarding scope of practice inquiries received in the Board Office.   

 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF STATE BOARDS OF NURSING UPDATE ON ANNUAL MEETING 

 

Chair Bouffard and Jennifer Long attended the NCSBN Annual Delegate Assembly in Providence, 

Rhode Island August 14 – 16, 2013.  

 

This Annual Meeting was the 35th Anniversary of the NCSBN.  On the first day forums took place 

throughout the day giving attendees a chance to learn about the work of the Finance, NCLEX 

Examination, Bylaws, and Member Agreement Review Committees.  The NCSBN hosted an 

anniversary lunch honoring the NCSBN first president, Elaine Ellibee.  The second day was a 

very busy day for the Board of Director business.  The meeting concluded on Friday with a 

presentation from Jonathan C. Peck regarding “Alternative Futures for State Boards of Nursing,” 

and ended with the delegates voting on association business.  The Delegate Assembly elected 

new member to the Board of Directors.  Significant actions approved by the delegates included: 

 

 Adoption of the 2014-2016 Strategic Initiatives; 

 Adoption of the amendments to the NCSBN Bylaws; 

 Adoption of the revision to the Member Board Agreement setting the member board annual 

fee to zero; 

 Adoption of the 2014 NCLEX-PN Test Plan; and 

 Adoption of the Association of Registered Nurses of Newfoundland & Labrador, the College of 

Licensed Practical Nurses of Manitoba, Saskatchewan Association of Licensed Practical 

Nurses, and the Nursing & Midwifery Board of Ireland as associate members.   

 

A new business item was raised that the Board of Director explore getting Information 

Technology to facilitate electronic voting.   

 

The 2013 NCSBN Annual Meeting concluded and another year of business was in the books.  The 

NCSBN looks forward to the upcoming fiscal year and eagerly anticipates what the next 35 years 

will bring.   

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

 

Just prior to the approval of the minutes, Carrie Simon left and the Board lost its quorum.  

Minutes will be placed on the September 18, 2013 agenda.   

 

REINSTATEMENT HEARING REQUEST – MEGAN J. REILLY, LPN 

 

Attorney Richard Brown was present with Ms. Megan Reilly to request a reinstatement hearing.  

Ms. Reilly’s license was revoked by the Board December 21, 2011.  Attorney Brown provided the 

Board with a brief overview of what lead Ms. Reilly to having her license revoked by the Board 

and what she has done since the revocation.  Prior to today’s meeting, all Board Members were 

mailed documents received in the Board Office regarding Ms. Reilly’s request.  Due to the fact  



that the Board did not have a quorum at this time, Attorney Brown waived his right to be 

present when the Board held the vote on Ms. Reilly’s request.  This will be brought up for a vote 

after the Follert Hearing if we have a quorum at that time.   

 

MOTIONS TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES – MICHELE NOVELLA and CHRISTINE PIMER 

 

The above two Motions to Withdraw Statement of Charges will be voted on later in the day when 

the Board has a quorum.  Attorney Matthew Antonetti waived his right to be present when the 

Board held the vote. 

 

HEARING – JANE A. SMITH, LPN 

 

Staff Attorney Matthew Antonetti was present representing the Department of Public Health.  

Ms. Smith was not present and did not have representation at this hearing.  Ms. Smith was 

served in hand by the state marshal.  There was no testimony provided.  Due to the fact that 

Ms. Smith was not present and did not respond to the charges, Attorney Antonetti was going to 

enter a Motion to Deem Allegations Admitted.  Due to the fact that the Board did not have a 

quorum, he withdrew this request and entered exhibits into the record.  The hearing closed.  

Due to lack of a quorum, Fact Finding will take place on October 16, 2013.   

 

REINSTATEMENT HEARING – JUDITH FOLLERT, RN 

 

Mary Brown arrived at 12:05 PM and the Board once again had a quorum and the Judith Follert 

Hearing went forward.  Staff Attorney Matthew Antonetti was present representing the 

Department of Public Health.  Ms. Follert was present with counsel, Attorney Robert Salerno.  

Testimony was provided by Ms. Follert.  Mary Brown moved, Geraldine Marrocco seconded to 

move into Executive Session to question Ms. Follert on her medical records.  The motion passed 

unanimously at 12:40 PM.  At 1:05 PM Lisa Freeman moved to end Executive Session and return 

to an open hearing.  Mary Brown seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  After 

additional questioning by the Board, the hearing concluded.   

 

Mary Brown moved and Geraldine Marrocco seconded, to grant Ms. Follert’s request for licensure 

reinstatement.  The motion failed as only Mary Brown was in favor, Lisa Freeman abstained, and 

all others were opposed.  Ms. Follert’s request for licensure reinstatement is denied.   

 

REINSTAEMENT HEARING REQUEST – MEGAN REILLY, LPN 

 

At this point in the meeting, the Board once again has a quorum.  The Board Members present 

have reviewed the documents regarding Megan Reilly.  Earlier today Attorney Richard Brown 

waived his right to be present during the vote in the event that the Board did have a quorum at 

some point today and could vote on Ms. Reilly’s request.  Ellen Komar moved, seconded by 

Geraldine Marrocco, to grant Ms. Reilly’s request for a reinstatement hearing.  The motion 

passed unanimously and the hearing will be scheduled for December 4, 2013.   

 

MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES – MICHELE NOVELLA, RN, APRN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney Matthew Antonetti presented the Board with a Motion to Withdraw 

Statement of Charges earlier in the meeting.  At the July 17, 2013 Board Meeting the 

Department presented a Prehearing Review.  After review and discussion, it was the 

recommendation of the Board to dismiss the charges.  The Department concurred and presented 

a Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges at the August 21, 2013 meeting.  After the vote 

there was a question of a quorum due to the abstentions, therefore the Board tabled a vote to 

today’s meeting.  Earlier today, Attorney Antonetti waived his right to be present during the 

vote, if the Board did indeed have a quorum at some point.  Mary Brown moved, Geraldine 

Marrocco seconded, to remove this from the table and the vote taken at the August 21, 2013 

meeting stands to grant the Motion.  This new motion passed unanimously.    

 



MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES - CHRISTINE PIMER, RN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney Ellen M. Shanley presented the Board with a Motion to Withdraw Statement 

of Charges.  At the July 17, 2013 Board Meeting the Department presented a Prehearing 

Review.  After review and discussion, it was the recommendation of the Board to dismiss the 

charges.  The Department concurred and presented a Motion to Withdraw Statement of Charges.   

Mary Brown moved, seconded by Ellen Komar, to grant the Department’s Request to Withdraw 

the Statement of Charges.  The motion passed with all in favor with one abstention, Lisa 

Freeman. 

 

At 1:45 PM the Board recessed for lunch and the meeting resumed at 2:15 PM.  Geraldine Marrocco left 

at 1:50 PM at which point the Board once again lost its quorum for the day.   

 

HEARING – AMBER KALOUSTIAN, RN 

 

Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Kaloustian   was present with counsel, Attorney Mony Yin.  Testimony was provided by Ms. 

Kaloustian.   

 

Due to lack of a quorum, Fact Finding will take place at the Board’s October 16, 2013 meeting.     

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 3:40 

PM at which point Chair Bouffard spoke with the students. 

 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on September 18, 2013 at the Legislative Office 

Building, Room 1-A, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN 

Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 

Jennifer Long, APRN 

Geraldine Marrocco, RN   

Gina M. Reiners, RN  

Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Ellen M. Komar, RN   

  

ALSO PRESENT: Stacy M. Schulman, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Ellen M. Shanley, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM. 

 

STUDENTS 

 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Vinal Tech LPN Program, Goodwin College RN Program, 

Western CT State University, and Sacred Heart University.  

 

Chair Bouffard will provide the students with an overview of the Board’s responsibilities, 

jurisdiction, and nursing education programs at the conclusion of this meeting.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – YALE SCHOOL OF NURSING – RELOCATION REPORT REVIEW 

 

Board Member Lisa Freeman recused herself from this discussion and voting and left the room.  

On August 19, 2013 Pamela Pelletier-Stevens toured the new location for the Yale School of 

Nursing which is located at the University’s West Campus, 400 West Campus Drive in Orange, 

which is located on the border of West Haven and Orange, CT.  After the completion of the tour 

of new Yale School of Nursing, Ms. Pelletier-Stevens stated that Yale has met all the regulatory 

requirements outlined in Criteria 1 through 17 of the Nursing Education Program Review for 

Registered Nurse Preparatory Programs, no issues were identified, and the building was ready to 

accept nursing students.  This was originally on the Board’s September 4, 2013 agenda and no 

one was present from the program therefore the Board tabled to the September 18, 2013 

agenda.  Although there was no one present from the program again today, the Board moved 

forward.  Gina Reiners moved to approve the new clinical lab site.  The motion was seconded by 

Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  Geraldine Marrocco arrived after the voting had been 

completed.   

 

MINUTES – May 1, 2013 

 

The Board reviewed the minutes presented.  Jennifer Long moved, which was seconded by Mary 

Brown, to accept the minutes as written.  The motion passed with all in favor with the following 

abstentions:  Carrie Simon, Lisa Freeman, and Geraldine Marrocco.   

 

MINUTES – MAY 15, 2013 

 

The Board reviewed the minutes presented.  Jennifer Long moved, which was seconded by Mary 

Brown, to accept the minutes as written.  The motion passed with all in favor with the following 

abstentions:  Lisa Freeman, and Geraldine Marrocco.   



MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – NICOLE SANTO, LPN 

 

Staff Attorney Ellen M. Shanley presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 

Nicole Santo.  Ms. Santo was not present and did not have representation at this meeting.  Mary 

Brown moved, which was seconded by Jennifer Long, to grant this Motion for Summary 

Suspension.  The motion passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Suspension 

Order and the Notice of Hearing scheduling the hearing for October 2, 2013 at 9:00 AM.   

 

MEMORANDA OF DECISION 

 

Janice E. Wojick provided a brief overview of the following Memoranda of Decision prepared for 

signature today.   

 

ALICIA DOUCETTE, LPN 

 

After review of the documentation presented, Jennifer Long moved and Carrie Simon seconded 

to affirm the Board’s prior decision to revoke Ms. Doucette’s license.  The motion passed with all 

in favor with Lisa Freeman abstaining. 

 

SAMANTHA COLBERT, LPN 

 

After review of the documentation presented, Gina Reiners moved and Carrie Simon seconded to 

affirm the Board’s prior decision to suspend Ms. Colbert’s license to September 20, 2013 with 

four years’ probation.  The motion passed with all in favor with Lisa Freeman abstaining.   

 

ANTOINETTE VOSE, RN 

 

After review of the documentation presented, Jennifer Long moved and Gina Reiners seconded 

to affirm the Board’s prior decision to increase her current probation for one additional year and 

the modification of the terms of her employer and therapist reports and the frequency of the 

drug/alcohol screens. The motion passed with all in favor with Lisa Freeman abstaining.   

 

Chair Bouffard and the Board expressed grave concerns about the length of time it is taking for 

the Memoranda of Decision to return to the Board for signature.  They stated that six months 

after the hearing is way too long.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 8:50 AM. 

 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing



 



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on November 6, 2013 at the Legislative Office 

Building, Room 1-A, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN 

Ellen M. Komar, RN 

Jennifer Long, APRN 

Geraldine Marrocco, RN 

Gina M. Reiners, RN – left at 11:17 AM 

Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 

  

ALSO PRESENT: Joanne V. Yandow, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Jennifer Filippone, Section Chief, PLIS, DPH 

Deborah Brown, Health Program Assistant, DPH 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Matthew Antonetti, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:33 AM. 

 

STUDENTS 

 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Lincoln Technical Institute Shelton and Hamden 

Campuses, CT Technical High School – Norwich Campus, Western CT State University.   

 

Chair Bouffard provided the students with an overview of the Board’s responsibilities, 

jurisdiction, and nursing education programs.   

 

CHAIR UPDATES 

 

Chair Bouffard did not have any updates for today’s meeting.   

 

OPEN FORUM 

 

There were no questions or comments from the audience.   

 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS AND REORDERING OF AGENDA 

 

The agenda will proceed as scheduled. 

 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – 2014 SESSION BEGINS FEBRUARY 5, 2014 

 

Jennifer Filippone did not have anything to report regarding the upcoming 2014 Legislative 

Session.  She did discuss briefly the APRN Scope of Practice Review Committee.   

 

HAVEN ANNUAL UPDATE 

 

Attorney Maureen Sullivan Dinnan, Executive Director of the HAVEN Program in Connecticut was 

present to provide the Board with the annual update for Connecticut regarding the number of 

present APRN, RN, and LPN cases, non-compliance issues, finance component issues, and  



progress on insurance companies covering the cost of drug screen reports.  The HAVEN Program 

is entering its’ sixth year with the Department of Public Health.   

HAVEN is the sole health InterVention assistance program authorized by state law to serve 

virtually all licensed healthcare professionals. HAVEN offers a confidential alternative to "public 

disciplinary action for professionals suffering from chemical dependency, emotional or behavioral 

disorder, or physical or mental illness." The HAVEN program provides a safe environment for 

coordinating educational, rehabilitative, and supportive services to healthcare professionals. 

HAVEN is dedicated to serving healthcare professionals through monitoring, support and 
advocacy. 

HAVEN is an independent non-profit corporation founded by the CT State Medical Society, CT 

Nurses Association, CT State Dental Association, CT Veterinary Medicine Association, and CT 

Academy of Physician Assistants that provides confidential consultation and support to 

healthcare professionals facing health concerns related to alcoholism, substance abuse, 
behavioral or mental health issues and/or physical illness.  

HAVEN undergoes annual program audits. Selected information is reported, as required by law 

and best practice, to the Department of Public Health (DPH), licensing boards, and the Public 

Health Committee. HAVEN also undergoes an annual program audit to ensure transparency and 

quality in our processes.  

Attorney Dinnan also spoke directly to the students in the audience regarding their careers in 

nursing, dome do’s and don’ts, that they should develop good habits now, and they always need 

to be mindful of one another.   

 

Also, Dr. Linda Barile has recently joined the HAVEN Staff.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – LPN WORK GROUP DISCUSSION REGARDING REGULATION CHANGES 

 

Jennifer Filippone will put together a work group of representatives of the types of LPN 

representation, Board representation, Department of Higher Education representation, et. al.  

This will be placed on January 15th BOEN for further discussion.  At that meeting a scheduling 

date/start time will be scheduled.   

 

SURVEY MONKEY TOOL FOR ANNUAL PROGRAM REVIEW 

 

Dr. Lisa Rebeschi from SCSU, Linda Perfetto from CCC, and Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, have 

completed the survey monkey tool.   Dr. Rebeschi and Linda Perfetto were not in attendance at 

today’s Board Meeting due to attending student day festivities.  This joint effort will enable the 

Department to capture not only the statistical data needed for yearly reporting, but will be in 

compliance with National Forum for Nursing Workforce minimum dataset for education.   This 

survey is broken down into 3 separate surveys:  LPN programs, RN programs, and post-RN 

educational programs, i.e. RN to BSN.  Each program will also receive a faculty component of 

the survey.   We each tested the tool and it worked!    The survey will be launched in January 

2014.  Hopefully all survey’s will be completed by the end of January and Pam Pelletier-Stevens 

will report to the board during the Feb and/or March 2014 BOEN meeting.  

 

LINCOLN COLLEGE OF NEW ENGLAND 

 

The Board Office received documentation dated October 28, 2013 from the President of Lincoln 

College of New England that they have recently received approval by the State of Connecticut, 

the Office of Higher Education, and the New England Association of Schools and Colleges, 

Commission on Institutions of Higher Education (NEASC), to offer a RN to BSN Degree.  As a 

requirement for admission, the student must be licensed as a RN and no licensing credential is 

provided through this completion program.  



REINSTATEMENT REQUEST – SUSAN PETERS, APRN 

 

Deborah Brown, Health Program Assistant, DPH Practitioner Licensing and Investigations 

Section, was present to request advice from the Board regarding Ms. Susan Peters’ request for 

Licensure Reinstatement.  Ms. Peters was also present for this discussion.  In reviewing the 

documentation presented regarding Ms. Peters, including her recertification from the American 

Nurses Credentialing Center (AANC) of Pediatric Primary Care Nurse Practitioner on May 30, 

2013 to expire on May 29, 2018, her work history, Geraldine Marrocco moved to reinstate Ms. 

Peters APRN license.  The motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed unanimously.  

Geraldine Marrocco then moved that Ms. Peters does not need to take a refresher program, 

continuing education, or clinical as she has kept up the licensure requirements.  The motion was 

seconded by Gina Reiners and passed unanimously. 

 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE – CORRESPONDENCE AND STATISTICS ON INQUIRIES 

 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens reviewed the scope of practice inquiries for the month of August and 

September with the Board. 

 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF STATE BOARDS OF NURSING UPDATES 

 

Chair Bouffard had nothing new to report.   

 

MINUTES – JUNE 5, 2013 

 

Mary Brown moved, seconded by Ellen Komar, to accept the minutes as written.  The motion 

passed with all in favor with two abstentions:  Geraldine Marrocco and Carrie Simon.    

 

MINUTES – JUNE 19, 2013 

 

Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Mary Brown, to accept the minutes as written.  The motion 

passed with all in favor with three abstentions:  Ellen Komar, Gina Reiners, and Geraldine 

Marrocco.   

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – SAMANTHA COLBERT, LPN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension 

for Samantha Colbert.  Ms. Colbert was not present and did not have representation at this 

meeting.   

 

Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Carrie Simon, to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary 

Suspension which passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Order and the Notice of 

Hearing.   

 

CEASE & DESIST CONSENT ORDER – NICOLE KING, UNLICENSED 

 

DPH Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Cease and Desist Consent Order 

for Nicole King who has been working without a license.  Ms. King was not present nor was she 

represented at this meeting.  Gina Reiners moved to accept the Department’s Cease & Desist 

Consent Order.  The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.   

 

CONSENT ORDER – SHERYL MARINONE, APRN 

 

DPH Attorney Matthew Antonetti presented the Board with a Consent Order for Sheryl Marinone.   

Ms. Marinone was not present.  Attorney Daniel Csuka was present as Ms. Marinone’s counsel.  

Mary Brown moved, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to accept the Consent Order as written.  

The motion passed with three abstentions:  Ellen Komar, Jennifer Long, and Chair Bouffard.   



MEMORANDUM OF DECISION – DONALD MUSGRAVE, RN 

 

Board Members were e-mailed the final Memorandum of Decision for Mr. Musgrave.  Jennifer 

Long moved to affirm the Board’s prior decision to revoke Mr. Musgrave’s license.  The motion 

was seconded by Carrie Simon and passed with one abstention:  Mary Brown.   

 

Break 9:40 AM – 9:50 AM 

 

The DRAFT minutes were reviewed and approved by Pat Bouffard on November 8, 2013 via e-mail.   

 

HEARING – TINA VACCARO, RN 

 

DPH Attorney Matthew Antonetti was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Vaccaro was present with counsel, Attorney Jeremy Donnelly.  Testimony was provided by Ms. 

Vaccaro.  Attorney Donnelly requested that the Board move into Executive Session to question 

Ms. Vaccaro on her medical records.  Mary Brown moved, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, that 

Attorney Donnelly’s request to move into Executive Session be granted.  The motion passed 

unanimously and the room was cleared of all observers during the Ms. Vaccaro’s testimony.  At 

the conclusion of the testimony, Ellen Komar moved, which was seconded by Mary Brown, to 

move out of Executive Session and move back into a public hearing.  The motion passed 

unanimously and observers were invited back into the hearing.  Testimony was then provided by 

Karen Pizzano, RN, co-worker, Marcia Snyder, Certified Dietary Food Manager, co-worker, and 

Doug Melaxon, Nursing Home Administrator, Ms. Vaccaro’s current employer.  Board Member 

Gina Reiner left for the day during Mr. Melaxon’s testimony.       

 

At the conclusion of the hearing, Mary Brown moved that Ms. Vaccaro be found on all charges 

with the exception of #4and #5A.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed 

unanimously 

 

This case had been presented to the Board on two prior occasions as a Prehearing Review.  At 

both times the Board did not have all of the facts. 

 

Mary Brown moved and Jennifer Long seconded that no further discipline be imposed on Ms. 

Vaccaro’s license as she had been in treatment for a year and a half, she has provided 

drug/alcohol screens, and her employer testified as to her competency and did not feel that she 

was a threat to the public.  Ms. Vaccaro’s therapist provided an evaluation stating that 

substance abuse is not an issue, that it was an isolated incident and she does not need 

substance abuse treatment.  Ms. Vaccaro will remain under her therapist’s care regarding other 

issues.  The Board had a lengthy discussion of violation of Section 20-99(b)(5) which has been 

clearly demonstrated, therefore the charges cannot be dismissed.  After the testimony that was 

provided at this hearing, the Board determined that this was an isolated incident, the Board did 

not feel that Ms. Vaccaro was a threat to the public, and therefore no further discipline will be 

imposed against Ms. Vaccaro’s license.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 12 PM – Noon. 

 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on November 20, 2013 at the Legislative Office 

Building, Room 1-A, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN 

Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 

Ellen M. Komar, RN  

Jennifer Long, APRN – left 12:57 PM 

Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Geraldine Marrocco, RN 

Gina M. Reiners, RN 

  

ALSO PRESENT: Stacy M. Schulman, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Matthew Antonetti, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Ellen M. Shanley, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM. 

 

STUDENTS 

 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Porter and Chester Enfield Campus, Bullard-Havens LPN 

Program, Western CT State University    

 

Chair Bouffard provided the students with an overview of the Board’s responsibilities, 

jurisdiction, and nursing education programs.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – THREE RIVERS COMMUNITY COLLEGE – NEW INTERIM DIRECTOR 

 

The Board Office received a notification letter dated November 2, 2013 that Ellen Freeman 

would be leaving her position as Director of Nursing and Allied Health effective January 1, 2014.  

Ms. Freeman is leaving Connecticut and moving to Texas.  Ms. Freeman introduced to the Board 

Ms. Edith Ouellet, MS, RN, who was appointed to be the Interim Director.  The Board reviewed 

Ms. Ouellet’s credentials.  Carrie Simon moved, seconded by Ellen Komar, that Ms. Quellet does 

meet the requirements as specified in the Regulation for CT Nursing Program.  The motion 

passed unanimously.  The Board wished Ellen well in this new venture.   

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – STONE ACADEMY – CHANGES TO THE ADMISSION PROCESS 

 

There were several faculty and management present for this presentation to the Board.  The 

Board reviewed the plan submitted by Stone Academy of changes to their admission process for 

prospective students of their LPN Program.  The Board requested that they forward to the Board 

Office the approval letters from the Department of Higher Education, the United States 

Department of Education, and the Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and Schools 

upon receipt.  Also, the Board would like to be notified when a target date has been determined 

for initiation of this admission process.   

 

Carrie Simon moved, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to approve the changes to the admission 

process of offering courses prior to admission into the LPN Program.  The motion passed 

unanimously.  

 



MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – JACQUELINE SILVA, LPN 

 

Department Attorney Ellen M. Shanley presented with Board with a Motion for Summary 

Suspension for Jacqueline Silva.  Ms. Silva was not in attendance as she is currently 

incarcerated at York Correctional Facility in Niantic, CT.  Ms. Silva did not have representation at 

this meeting.  Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension.  

The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the 

Summary Order and the Notice of Hearing scheduling the hearing to December 4, 2013 which 

will be served to Ms. Silva by State Marshal at York Correctional where she is currently 

incarcerated.  The documents will also be mailed certified mail – return receipt requested and 

first class mail to Ms. Silva’s address of record and any other addresses the Department may 

have for Ms. Silva 

 

MEMORANDUM OF DECISION – AMBER KALOUSTIAN, RN 

 

All Board Members were e-mailed the final Memorandum of Decision prior to this meeting.  Mary 

Brown moved to affirm the Board prior decision to place Ms. Kaloustian’s license on probation 

after the successful completion of coursework as specified in the Memorandum of Decision.  The 

motion was seconded by Ellen Komar and passed unanimously.   

 

MINUTES 

 

The minutes will be tabled until the December 4, 2013 meeting.     

 

HEARING – SAMANTHA COLBERT, RN 

 

Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Colbert was not in attendance and was not represented by counsel.  Attorney Shanley made an 

Oral Motion to Deem Allegations Admitted.  Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s 

Motion to Deem Allegations Admitted which was seconded by Mary Brown, and passed 

unanimously.  There was no testimony provided.   

 

Jennifer Long moved to find Ms. Colbert as charged.  The motion was seconded by Carrie Simon 

and passed unanimously.   

 

Jennifer Long then moved that Ms. Colbert’s license be revoked as she had violated the terms of 

the October 2, 2013 Memorandum of Decision.  Ms. Colbert has been working without a license 

for quite some time.  The motion was seconded by Carrie Simon and passed unanimously.    

 

HEARING – PAMELA DOLE, RN/APRN 

 

Attorney Matthew Antonetti was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. Dole 

was present pro se.  This is the sixth meeting date for this case.   

 

Discussion incurred regarding Ms. Dole’s Motion for Designation of Hearing Entity.  Attorney 

Antonetti responded to respondent’s motion referring to Section 20-90 of the General Statutes 

of Connecticut which provides the Board with full authority to hear this hearing.  Mary Brown 

moved to deny the respondent’s motion, which was seconded by Lisa Freeman, and passed 

unanimously.   

 

At the conclusion of the October 16, 2013 hearing, the Board could not rule on Ms. Rapsilber, 

APRN, as an expert witness, as the Board had lost its quorum.  Ms. Dole had wanted the record 

to reflect Ms. Rapsilber as an expert witness and the Department had objected.  Mary Brown 

moved, seconded by Carrie Simon, to accept Ms. Rapsilber as an expert witness, which passed 

unanimously.  Chair Bouffard overruled the Department’s objection and advised Ms. Dole to 

question her expert witness.  The Board took a 15 minute recess at 10:20 AM.  Mary Brown then 

moved to go into Executive Session for Ms. Dole to question Ms. Rapsilber regarding patient’s 

records.  The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed unanimously.  Once the  



questioning was completed regarding patient’s records, Mary Brown moved, seconded by Lisa 

Freeman, to return the hearing to public session.  The motion passed unanimously.  Testimony 

by Lynn Rapsilber continued.  Jennifer Long left at 12:57 PM during the Board’s questioning of 

Ms. Rapsilber.   

 

The hearing closed for the day at 1:10 PM at which time Ms. Dole made an Oral Motion to 

Dismiss the Statement of Charges.  Ms. Dole’s motion was so noted.   

      

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 1:15 PM.   

 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing 



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on December 4, 2013 at the Legislative Office 

Building, Room 1-A, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN 

Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member  

Ellen M. Komar, RN 

Jennifer Long, APRN 

Geraldine Marrocco, RN via telephone 8:35 AM – 8:45 AM only     

Gina M. Reiners, RN – left 11:15 AM 

Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Geraldine Marrocco, RN – after 8:45 AM 

  

ALSO PRESENT: Joanne V. Yandow, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Kathleen Boulware, Public Health Services Manager, DPH 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Leslie Scoville, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Ellen M. Shanley, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:35 AM. 

 

STUDENTS 

 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Porter and Chester Institute Branford Campus. 

 

Chair Bouffard provided the students with an overview of the Board’s responsibilities, 

jurisdiction, and nursing education programs.   

 

 

CHAIR UPDATES 

 

Chair Bouffard had nothing new to report. 

 

OPEN FORUM 

 

There were no comments or concerns from the audience.  

 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS AND REORDERING OF AGENDA – DPHs REQUEST FOR APRN 

CONSULTANTS 

 

Kathleen Boulware, DPH, was present to request the Board’s assistance in obtaining APRN 

consultants.  The Department of Public Health Practitioner Investigation Unit is charged with 

investigating complaints against practitioners regarding standards of care and other alleged 

violations of state statutes or regulations.  In order for the Department to determine if a 

standard of care is met or not met our process is to have an “expert” review the file.  Over the 

past several years we have seen an increase in the number of cases regarding care provided by 

APRNs.  We have gone from an average of two to three cases a year in 2000/2001 to an 

average of twenty-four cases a year.  As APRNs focus more on being primary care providers and 

advancing into specialty areas, we have a need for APRNs to review cases for the Department.  

Unfortunately, as with our other specialties, we have no funding to provide compensation for a 

review.  They will, however, receive a nice certificate signed by the Commissioner.  



The current requirement for consultants is that they have to have been in practice for at least 

five years in the area of specialty that they will be reviewing.  They need to have a license in 

good standing with no prior disciplinary action, they have to be demographically removed from 

the area in which the respondent practices, and there needs to be no conflict of interest.  

Potential conflicts of interest will be discussed with the individual APRN as she/he volunteers.  

The time commitment for each review differs based on the extent of the investigation and the 

scope and severity of the alleged issues. 

 

The Department is requesting that the Board Members share the Department’s need with their 

colleagues and impress upon them the importance of providing their services to the 

Department.  In reviewing cases they have an opportunity to raise the quality of care for their 

profession and are instrumental in ensuring that a practitioner who may not be practicing within 

the standard of care receives the necessary additional training and monitoring to ensure that 

their practice going forward, does meet the standard of care. 

 

Anyone interested in providing consultation to the Department may contact Lavita Sookram at 

860-509-7552 or by email at lavita.sookram@ct.gov.  

 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

 

Nothing new to report. 

 

SCHOOL ISSUES – NCLEX REVIEWS/WAIVER REQUESTS 

 

CT TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL SYSTEM – A. I. PRINCE, ELI WHITNEY, VINAL, AND KAYNOR PROGRAMS 

 

Patricia Fennessy, Education Consultant, Deborah Detrick, Department Head at A. I. Prince, 

Anne Simko, Department Head at Eli Whitney, Regina Beccia Wrenn, Department Head at Vinal 

Tech, and Pamela Cramer, Department Head at Kaynor Tech, were all present to provide the 

Board with their six-month update regarding their Conditional Status and to answer any 

questions the Board may have.  The programs were basically following the same plan of 

correction.  The current class graduates mid January 2014.   

 

LINCOLN TECHNICAL INSTITUTE – HAMDEN EVENING PROGRAM 

 

Patricia Delucia, Regional Director of Nursing, for Lincoln Technical Institute LPN Programs, was 

present with Louise Simonetti and Elizabeth Cheneski to provide the Board with their six-month 

update regarding their Conditional Status and to answer any questions the Board may have.   

 

LINCOLN TECHNICAL INSTITUTE – WAIVER REQUEST 

 

Patricia Delucia, Regional Director of Nursing, for Lincoln Technical Institute LPN Programs, 

presented the Board with a request for a one-year temporary waiver for Denise Erickson who 

was also present.  Ms. Erickson is currently pursuing an MSN Degree with an anticipated date of 

completion in the summer of 2014.  Lisa Freeman moved to approve this one-year temporary 

waiver for Ms. Erickson.  The motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed unanimously.   

 

STONE ACADEMY – EAST HARTFORD CAMPUS 

 

Stone Academy’s NCLEX first time pass rate for this six-month period was 74%.  Dale DeMille, 

Program Manager for the Stone Academy LPN Programs, was present with Eleanor Davio and 

Ceil Mann to review their pass rates and to provide an update to the Board.  Pamela Pelletier-

Stevens reviewed the individual names of the first time test takers.  Ms. DeMille notified Deb 

Brown that two students on the report belong to their West Haven Campus.  With removing 

these two students from the East Hartford totals, their score is 79% which still remains below 

the 80th percentile.   

mailto:lavita.sookram@ct.gov


UCONN – GROTON CAMPUS:  NCLEX REVIEW/SIX-MONTH UPDATE 

 

Paula McCauley, Associate Dean, was present from the program to address the six-month 

update and also provided a faculty update.  The program has not graduated a class since the 

last six-month review.    

 

ST. VINCENT’S COLLEGE – NCLEX REVIEW/SIX-MONTH UPDATE 

 

The St. Vincent’s evening program has been on condition status since June of 2013.  Their six-

month pass rate is 64%.  There was one additional student who took the xam out of state and 

passed, although this does not change the percentage enough to bring in to the 80% pass rate.  

Dr. Karen Barnett, Dean of the Nursing Program, and Margo McCarthy, Chair of the ADN Nursing 

Program, were present to address the six-month update regarding the program’s first time test 

takers.   

 

ST. VINCENT’S COLLEGE – CHANGE IN NURSE ADMINISTRATOR 

 

The Board Office received a letter dated November 20, 2013 as official notification that Dr. 

Karen Barnett has been hired to fill the role of Dean of Nursing/Chair of BSN Program effective 

August 26, 2013.  The Board requested that notification of any future changes in the Chair 

and/or Dean of St. Vincent’s Nursing Program be done in a more-timely manner.  Gina Reiners 

moved to approve Dr. Barnett as the Dean of Nursing as she meets the criteria in the Nursing 

Program Regulations.  The motion was seconded by Carrie Simon and passed unanimously.   

 

UNIVERSITY OF SAINT JOSEPH 

 

Dr. Patricia Padula Morgan, Chair of the Nursing Program at USJ, et. al., were present to answer 

any questions the Board may have regarding their NCLEX score of 78% of first time test takers.  

They have started a profile on 12 students who failed on their first attempt.  Their plan of action 

was provided which includes reviewing the admission criteria, mapping curriculum to find the 

gaps in the content area, and are looking into getting the Kaplan Review Courses and student 

participation.    

 

CENTRAL CT STATE UNNIVERSITY 

 

Dr. Margaret Levvis was present to answer any questions the Board may have regarding their 

NCLEX score of 71% of first time test takers.  The NCLEX Score for first time test takes in 71%.  

Dr. Levvis reviewed the program’s remediation plan which is in effect. 

 

QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY – PERMANENT WAIVER REQUEST – AMY N. CATLIN 

 

Dr. Lisa O’Connor, Director of the undergraduate Nursing Program, was present to request a 

permanent waiver for Amy N. Catlin, BSN, MPH.  The Board reviewed the documentation 

presented.  Jennifer Long moved, seconded by Ellen Komar, to grant the permanent waiver 

request for Amy N. Catlin.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

The Board would like to remind the program that permanent waivers are not portable from one 

institution to another institution.  Permanent Waivers are granted for a specific program.  If you 

leave the institution, the permanent waiver has expired.   

 

QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY – PERMANENT WAIVER REQUEST – MELISSA (ALLEGRA) REVICKI 

 

Dr. O’Connor is also requesting a one-year temporary faculty education waiver for Melissa 

Revicki.  The Board reviewed the documentation presented.  Mary Brown moved to grant the 

one-year temporary waiver.  The motion was seconded by Ellen Komar and passed 

unanimously.   



FAIRFIELD UNIVERSITY – TEMPORARY WAIVER REQUEST – NANCY E. ANDREWS 

 

The program is requesting a one-year temporary faculty education waiver for Nancy Andrews.  

Dr. Theresa Quell, Assistant Dean for Academic Programs, and Dr. Meredith ???             , 

Associate Dean, were present from the program.  Mary Brown moved, to grant the one-year 

temporary faculty education waiver.  The motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed 

unanimously.  The Board requested that Dr. Quell provide Pamela Pelletier-Stevens with the 

additional transcript for the Board files.     

 

SCOPE OF PRACTICE 

 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens reviewed the October Scope of Practice calls with the Board.   

 

Elizabeth Beaudin, Director of Nursing and Workforce Initiatives at the CT Hospital Association, 

updated the Board on higher reliability science into the hospitals, which is team work and 

patient safety in a very scientific way.  Teamwork is important and it is all about communication.   

 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

 

NCLEX is going PAPERLESS starting in January 2014.  The NCLEX Candidate Bulletin will no 

longer be distributed in a hard copy format.  Boards of Nursing and Education Programs will 

access the Candidate Bulletin via the NCSBN website.  The candidate Bulletin will be posted in 

December 2013 and will reflect all changes regarding the paperless initiative.   

 

Beginning January 1, 2014, all candidates and third parties will be required to register and pay 

for exam registrations through the Pearson VUE website or over the phone (866-496-2539) with 

a credit card, debit card, or prepaid card.  Visit NCLEX.com for more detailed information.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

JULY 17, 2013 

 

The Board reviewed the minutes.  Ellen Komar moved that the minutes be accepted as written.  

The motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed with all in favor with two abstentions:  

Jennifer Long and Lisa Freeman.   

 

AUGUST 21, 2013 

 

The Board reviewed the minutes.  Jennifer Long moved that the minutes be accepted as written.  

The motion was seconded by Carrie Simon and passed with all in favor with two abstentions:  

Mary Brown and Gina Reiners. 

 

Break 10:22 AM – 10:35 AM 

 

CONSENT ORDER – KAREN CASEY, RN 

 

Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Consent Order for Karen Casey.  Ms. 

Casey was present with counsel, Attorney Richard Brown.  Jennifer Long moved that the Board 

accept the Consent Order as written.  The motion was seconded by Gina Reiners and passed 

unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Consent Order.   

 

CONSENT ORDER – JAMES MURPHY, RN, APRN 

 

Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina presented the Board with a Consent Order for James Murphy.  Mr. 

Murphy was not present as he is currently incarcerated and did not have representation at this 

meeting. Jennifer Long moved and Marge Brown seconded to accept the Consent Order as 

written for discussion.  The motion was rejected as Chair Bouffard, Mary Brown, Carrie Simon, 

and Lisa Freeman were opposed, Jennifer Long and Ellen Komar were in favor, and Gina Reiners  



abstained.  Mr. Murphy’s license remains suspended under an Interim Consent Order signed by 

Mr. Murphy on January 11, 2013.   

 

HEARING – JACQUELINE SILVA, LPN 

 

DPH Staff Attorney Ellen M. Shanley was present for the Department.  Ms. Silva was not present 

and did not have representation at the hearing.  Attorney Shanley advised the Board that Ms. 

Silva has been incarcerated at York Correctional in Niantic since September, 2013.  Notice of 

Hearing, Summary Suspension Order, and the Statement of Charges were served in-hand to Ms. 

Silva via State Marshal.  Ms. Silva has made no attempt to contact the Board Office or the 

Department to provide a response to the Statement of Charges, and, as mentioned above, does 

not have representation at this hearing.  The Board ordered that the Department contact Ms. 

Silva and/or her prison counselor or someone who has direct contact with Ms. Silva to ascertain 

her intentions on answering these charges.  Jennifer Long moved, which was seconded by Lisa 

Freeman, to close the hearing record for December 4, 2013 and to reopen the record at their 

January 15, 2014 meeting to allow Ms. Silva time to respond to the charges.  The motion passed 

unanimously.   

 

Gina Reiners left the day at 11:15 AM. 

 

HEARING – NICOLE SANTO, LPN 

 

Staff Attorney Ellen M. Shanley was present representing the Department.  Ms. Santo was 

present at this hearing pro se.  The Department had no witnesses.  Attorney Shanley had filed a 

Motion to Deem Allegations Admitted.  Mary Brown moved, seconded by Jennifer Long, to deny 

the Department’s Motion to Deem as Ms. Santo was present.  Testimony was provided by Ms. 

Santo.   

 

Ellen Komar moved and Mary Brown seconded that Ms. Santo be found on all charges with the 

exception of #5 – controlled substances which the Board cannot find on.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Ellen Komar moved stating that Ms. Santo’s license be placed on probation for four years which 

would become effective upon the signature of the Memorandum of Decision by the Board.  The 

Department is to be provided with monthly employer and therapist reports for the first and 

fourth years of probation, and quarterly for the second year and third years; there are to be 

observed drug/alcohol screens weekly for the first and fourth years of probation and bimonthly 

for the second and third years; she is not to have access to the narcotic keys nor be allowed to 

administer controlled substances for one year upon her return to work as a nurse; and she shall 

not be employed as a nurse for a personnel provider service, assisted living services agency, 

homemaker-home health aide agency, or home health care agency, and shall not be self-

employed as a nurse during the period of this probation.  The motion was seconded by Mary 

Brown and passed unanimously.   

 

REINSTATEMENT HEARING – MEGAN REILLY, LPN 

 

Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville was present representing the Department.  Ms. Reilly was present 

with counsel, Attorney Richard Brown.  Testimony was provided by Ms. Reilly.   

 

Lisa Freeman moved that Ms. Reilly’s license be reinstated to probation for three years with the 

following restrictions:  monthly employer and therapist reports for the first and third years of 

probation, and quarterly for the second year; observed drug/alcohol screens weekly for the first 

and third years of probation and biweekly for the second year; a Board/Department approved 

LPN Refresher Course; she is not to have access to the narcotic keys nor be allowed to 

administer controlled substances for one year upon her return to work as a nurse; and she shall 

not be employed as a nurse for a personnel provider service, assisted living services agency, 

homemaker-home health aide agency, or home health care agency, and shall not be self- 



employed as a nurse during the period of this probation.  The motion was seconded by Carrie 

Simon and passed unanimously.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 12:55 PM. 

 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing



The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on December 18, 2013 at the Legislative Office 

Building, Room 1-A, 300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Mary M. Brown, RN 

Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member 

Jennifer Long, APRN 

Gina M. Reiners, RN – left 11:00 AM 

Carrie Simon, Public Member 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Ellen M. Komar, RN 

Geraldine Marrocco, RN 

  

ALSO PRESENT: Stacy M. Schulman, Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Pamela Pelletier-Stevens, Nurse Consultant, DPH 

Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

David Tilles, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Licensure Regulation and Compliance, DPH 

Janice E. Wojick, Administrative Assistant, DPH 

Gail Gregoriades, Court Reporter 

 

 

Chair Patricia Bouffard called the meeting to order at 8:40 AM. 

 

STUDENTS 

 

Chair Bouffard welcomed students from Stone Academy, and W. F. Kaynor Technical School.   

 

Chair Bouffard provided the students with an overview of the Board’s responsibilities, 

jurisdiction, and nursing education programs.   

 

 

SCHOOL ISSUES  

 

CENTRAL CT STATE UNIVERSITY – WAIVER REQUEST 

 

Dr. Margaret Levvis and Dr. Shelly Bochain, course leader for NUR 350, presented the Board 

with a request for a faculty education waiver for Robin Cournoyer, who was also present.  Ms. 

Cournoyer has matriculated into the Master’s Program at the UConn School of Nursing with an 

anticipated graduation date of December, 2014.  Mary Brown moved, which was seconded by 

Gina Reiners, to grant the program a one-year temporary waiver for Ms. Cournoyer, which will 

expire in December 2014.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION – JEMMA WETTISH, RN 

 

Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 

Jemma Wettish.  Ms. Wettish was present pro se.  Mary Brown moved to grant the Department’s 

Motion for Summary Suspension.  The motion was seconded by Gina Reiners, and passed 

unanimously. Chair Bouffard signed the Summary Order and the Notice of Hearing scheduling 

the hearing for January 15, 2014.  Ms. Wettish was then hand served the Summary Suspension 

Order, Notice of Hearing, and Statement of Charges by Janice E. Wojick.   



UNIVERSITY OF SAINT JOSEPH – WAIVER REQUEST 

 

Dr. Patricia Padula Morgan presented the Board with a request for a two-year faculty education 

waiver for Tara Ferrauolo.  Ms. Ferrauolo has matriculated in the Master’s Program at Sacred 

Heart University with an anticipated graduation in the fall of 2015.  Mary Brown moved, which 

was seconded by Gina Reiners, to grant the program a one-year temporary waiver which will 

expire in December 2014.  At that time the program can resubmit a request for the remaining 

year needed for Ms. Ferrauolo to complete her MSN program.  The motion passed unanimously.    

 

CONSENT ORDER – ROBBIN CAPPA, RN 

 

Staff Attorney David Tilles presented the Board with a Consent Order for Robbin Cappa.  Ms. 

Cappa   was present with counsel, Attorney Jeremy Weingast.  Gina Reiners moved to accept 

the Consent Order a presented for Ms. Cappa.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and 

passed unanimously.  Chair Bouffard signed the Consent Order.   

 

MEMORANDUM OF DECISION – JUDITH FOLLERT, RN  

 

The Board reviewed the Memorandum of Decision regarding Judith Follert whose license was 

revoked in 2007.  Ms. Follert had requested a Reinstatement Hearing before the Board which 

was granted.  At the conclusion of the hearing, it was the decision of the majority of the 

quorum, to deny Ms. Follert’s reinstatement request.  Lisa Freeman moved to affirm the Board’s 

prior decision to deny reinstatement of Ms. Follert’s Registered Nurse license.  The motion was 

seconded by Carrie Simon and passed unanimously.   

 

MINUTES 

 

SEPTEMBER 4, 2013 

 

The Board reviewed the minutes presented.  Mary Brown moved to accept the minutes as 

edited.  The motion was seconded by Carrie Simon and passed with one abstention, Jennifer 

Long.   

 

SEPTEMBER 18, 2013 

 

The Board reviewed the minutes presented.  Carrie Simon moved to accept the minutes as 

written.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.   

 

HEARING – KRISTEN WEBBER, RN 

 

Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina was present for the Department of Public Health.  Ms. Webber was 

present with counsel, Attorney Karen Daley.  The Department did not present any witnesses.  

Testimony was provided by Ms. Webber.  Attorney Fazzina made an Oral Motion to Amend the 

Statement of Charges, Second Count, Paragraph 8, by deleting the word “public.”  Mary Brown 

moved, seconded by Gina Reiners, to grant the Motion to Amend the Statement of Charges.  

The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Mary Brown moved to find Ms. Webber as charged.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long 

and passed unanimously.   

 

Mary Brown moved to lift the Summary Suspension immediately.  The April 17, 2013 

Memorandum of Decision is to remain in place until the new Memorandum of Decision has been 

signed by the Board.  Upon signature, the new probationary terms will begin including the key 

restriction.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.   



Mary Brown moved to place Ms. Webber’s license on probation for four years with the usual 

drug/alcohol screen reports, employer reports, and therapist reports.  Ms. Webber is not to have 

access to the narcotic keys nor be allowed to administer controlled substances during her first 

year of returning to work as a nurse.  Ms. Webber is also to provide quarterly reports from her 

pain management practitioner for the entire four year probationary period.  The motion was 

seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.   

 

Break 10:45 AM – 11:00 AM 

 

HEARING – SAMANTHA COLBERT, LPN 

 

Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina was present representing the Department of Public Health.  Ms. 

Colbert   was not present and did not have representation at this hearing.     

 

Ms. Colbert’s hearing was held on November 20, 2013.  Ms. Colbert had never provided the 

Board with a response to the Statement of Charges, which was ordered in the Summary 

Suspension Order dated November 6, 2013.  Attorney Fazzina’s Oral Motion to Deem Allegations 

Admitted was granted at the November 20, 2013 hearing.   

 

The Board Office received no communication from Ms. Colbert until after close of business on 

the evening of November 21, 2013.  The Board Office received an e-mail explaining that Ms. 

Colbert was unable to attend the hearing due to a family emergency.  Ms. Colbert filed a Motion 

to Reopen Hearing which was granted, which brings us to today’s hearing.  Once again, Ms. 

Colbert was not in attendance for the hearing.  Janice E. Wojick called the Board Office to see if 

there had been any communication from Ms. Colbert and there was not.  Ms. Colbert was 

notified via certified mail, with a return receipt requested which she had never picked up at the 

post office.  Ms. Colbert was also notified by first class mail and e-mail.    

 

The Board reaffirmed the Department’s November 20, 2013 Motion to Deem Allegations 

Admitted.  Lisa Freeman moved to reaffirm the Department Motion to Deem Allegations 

Admitted.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.   

 

Jennifer Long reaffirmed the Fact Finding of November 20, 2013 to find Ms. Colbert as charged.  

The motion was seconded by Carrie Simon and passed unanimously.   

 

Jennifer Long then moved to reaffirm the original remedy of revocation.  The motion was 

seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed unanimously.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 11:08. 

 

 

Patricia C. Bouffard, Chair 

Board of Examiners for Nursing 
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