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CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

August 5, 2026 

The following minutes are draft minutes which are subject to revision, 
and which have not yet been adopted by the Board. 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Mary Dietmann, RN Member, Acting Chair, EdD, APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE 
Cynthia Arpin, RN Member, EdD, MSN, APRN 
Salvatore Diaz, RN Member, DNP, MSN, RN, CNE 
Lisa Freeman, Public Member, BA 
Susan Jahn, LPN Member, LPN 
Dianthus Whittley, LPN Member, LPN 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Gina Reiners, Chairperson, PhD, APRN, PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC 
Camille Payne, APRN Member, MPH, MSN, APRN, DNP 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, RN Member, DNP, MSN, MPH, RN 

DPH STAFF PRESENT: 

A regular meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing was held via Microsoft Teams on August 5, 
2026. The meeting was convened at 8:30 a.m. Attendance was taken by roll call. 

Cynthia Arpin moved to add Deputy Legal Director Elizabeth Bannon to address the Board and CCNW 
Updates to the meeting agenda. Dianthus Whittley seconded the motion. The motion was approved 
unanimously. Gina Reiners, Camille Payne, Lisa Freeman, and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not 
present for the vote. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The draft minutes of the July 15, 2026 meeting were reviewed. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the 
revised minutes. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Gina 
Reiners, Camille Payne, Lisa Freeman, and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote. 

HEARING PANELS 
Deputy Legal Director Elizabeth Bannon thanked Board members for their continued service and 
participation on hearing panels. She reminded members of the importance of responding promptly to 
panel requests and encouraged them to volunteer for upcoming hearings to help address the current 
backlog of disciplinary matters.   

Elizabeth Bannon 
Charai Bellini 
Susanne Cammarata 
Julienne Cutaia 
Dana Dalton 
Inna Erlikh 
Laurie Falaro 
Linda Fazzina 
Leslie Greer 

Brett Karpuska 
Luis Maldonado 
Sarah Montauti 
Anthony Nanni 
Joelle Newton 
Taylor Notchick 
Denise Puia 
Stacy Schulman 
Lavita Sookram 
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MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Shawnte M. Jordan, LPN, Petition No. 2025-1148. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the 
Department. The Respondent was present. Cynthia Arpin moved to grant the Department's Motion for 
Summary Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public 
health and safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Dianthus Whittley seconded the motion. 
The motion was approved unanimously. Gina Reiners, Camille Payne, Lisa Freeman, and Elizabeth 
Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote. 

The Board passed the Motion for Summary Suspension regarding Amy Hansen, RN, Petition No. 2025-
1383 until a quorum was reached. 

CONSENT ORDER 
Bryan A. Wilson, RN, Petition No. 2021-1010. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the 
Department. The Respondent was present. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the Consent Order. 
Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was denied through unanimous vote. Gina Reiners, 
Camille Payne, Lisa Freeman, and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote. 

MOTION TO SCHEDULE THE HEARING BEFORE MEMBERS OF THE CONNECTICUT BOARD OF 
EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
Christina L. Perullo, LPN, Petition No. 2023-910. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared on behalf of the 
Department. Neither the Respondent nor counsel were present. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the 
Department’s motion. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. Gina Reiners, Camille Payne, and Elizabeth 
Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote. 

MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION (CONTINUED) 
Amy Hansen, RN, Petition No. 2025-1383. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. Salvatore Diaz moved to grant the Department's Motion for Summary 
Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public health and 
safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. Susan Jahn 
recused herself. The motion was approved unanimously. Gina Reiners, Camille Payne, and Elizabeth 
Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote. 

SCHOOL BUSINESS 
Griffin Hospital, School of Allied Health Careers – Interim Director (Salvatore Diaz, DNP, MSN, RN, 
CNE) Salvatore Diaz recused himself from his role as a Board member and appeared on behalf of 
Griffin Hospital School of Allied Health Careers. Salvatore Diaz provided notice of his appointment as 
Interim Director of the Practical Nursing Program. No action was taken. 

Porter and Chester Institute (PCI), Hamden Campus, Evening Group - LPN Program NCLEX Score: 0% 
• Sherry Greifzu, Interim Director of Practical Nursing, appeared on behalf of Porter and Chester

Institute. The Hamden Campus, Evening Group Practical Nursing program was placed on
conditional approval by the Board on May 29, 2024, due to an NCLEX pass rate of 68%. At the
May 21, 2025 meeting, the Board did not address the program's approval status due to the
reported NCLEX pass rate was "No Data." The Board reviewed the program's current status.
Salvatore Diaz moved to place Porter and Chester Institute, Hamden Campus, Evening Group
LPN program on conditional status. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was
approved unanimously. Gina Reiners, Camille Payne, and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not
present for the vote.
The Board requested that PCI present its Plan of Correction at the October 7, 2026 Board
meeting. The Board requested information and identified key areas of focus for the Plan of
Correction.
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Mitchell College – Qualification Review (Randi S. Margolis, MSN, Ed; RN) 
Randi S. Margolis and Mika Nash, Provost and Chief Academic Officer, appeared on behalf of Mitchell 
College. Salvatore Diaz moved to find that Randi S. Margolis, MSN, Ed; RN, meets the required 
qualifications to serve as Nursing Program Director according to the regulations. Cynthia Arpin 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved. Gina Reiners, Camille Payne, Lisa Freeman, and 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote. 

Yale University School of Nursing 
Tatiana Sadak, Deputy Dean, and Laura Andrews, Associate Professor of Nursing, appeared on behalf 
of Yale University School of Nursing. Tatiana Sadak and Laura Andrews presented the details of the 
Master of Nursing (MN) Program Feasibility Study Review.  
Cynthia Arpin moved to approve Yale University School of Nursing's Master of Nursing (MN) Program 
Feasibility Study. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. Gina Reiners, 
Camille Payne, Lisa Freeman, and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote. 

CCNW UPDATES 
Tina Loarte-Rodriguez, Executive Director of the Connecticut Center for Nursing Workforce (CCNW), 
provided an update on recent workforce development and ongoing initiatives. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Acting Chair Mary Dietmann opened the floor for public comment and noted that comments are intended 
to be brief and informational, and that the Board does not engage in discussion during this portion of the 
meeting. 

• Tina Loarte-Rodriguez, RN, expressed appreciation for the Board members' volunteer service
and the support provided by Department of Public Health staff and other partners. She
commended the Board's efforts to improve meeting processes and voiced support for continued
improvements and for strengthening the nursing profession in the state.

ADJOURNMENT 
Salvatore Diaz made a motion to adjourn. Dianthus Whittley seconded the motion. 
The meeting adjourned at 10:35 a.m. 


