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CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
FEBRUARY 4, 2026

The following minutes are draft minutes which are subject to revision,
and which have not yet been adopted by the Board.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

Gina Reiners, Chairperson, PhD, APRN, PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC
Cynthia Arpin, RN Member, EdD, MSN, RN

Salvatore Diaz, RN Member, DNP, MSN, RN

Mary Dietmann, RN Member, EdD, APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE

Lisa Freeman, Public Member, BA

Camille Payne, APRN Member, MPH, MSN, APRN, DNP
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, RN Member, DNP, MSN, MPH, RN

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:
Dianthus Whittley, LPN Member, LPN

DPH STAFF PRESENT:

Julianne Avallone Brett Karpuska
Judith Bailey Laura Larocca
Aden Baume Luis Maldonado
Charai Bellini Sara Montauti
Julienne Cutaia Anthony Nanni
Dana Dalton Stacy Schulman
Glendaly Garcia Jennifer Smith
Donald Hinton Lavita Sookram

Aregular meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing was held via Microsoft Teams on February 4, 2026.
The meeting was convened at 8:31 a.m. Attendance was taken by roll call.

MINUTES OF JANUARY 21, 2026, REGULAR MEETING

The draft minutes of the January 21, 2026 meeting were reviewed. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the
minutes. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Salvatore Diaz, Lisa
Freeman and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote.

CHAIR UPDATES
e Enforcement Hearing Scheduling.
Chair Gina Reiners discussed proposed scheduling changes to improve quorum and hearing
capacity. The Board will continue meeting on the first and third Wednesdays of each month. On the
first Wednesday, the Board will remain together after the regularly scheduled board meeting and will
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conduct one administrative hearing beginning at 1:00 p.m. On the third Wednesday, the Board will
meet at 8:30 a.m. for the regularly scheduled board meeting, which is often a shorter meeting.
Following the meeting, the Board should expect up to two administrative hearings will be scheduled
starting at 10:30am. The Board members will then conduct two hearings simultaneously, two
separate panels, from approximately 10:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

e Public Member Vacancies.
Chair Gina Reiners reported that there are three public member vacancies on the Board and
encouraged Board members to help spread the word to recruit candidates, noting the importance
for public member representation.

MOTION TO AMEND STATEMENT OF CHARGES

Ralph Hirschfeld, RN, APRN, Petition No. 2024-1191, 2024-1359, 2024-1496, 2025-1450. Staff Attorney
Julienne Cutaia represented the Department. The Respondent was present. Mary Dietmann moved to
approve the Amended Statement of Charges. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was
approved unanimously. Dianthus Whittley was not present for the vote.

MEMORANDUM OF DECISION

Yesenia Cruz, RN, Petition No. 2025-932. The Respondent was present. Lisa Freeman moved to approve the
Memorandum of Decision. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion was approved
unanimously. Dianthus Whittley was not present for the vote.

PROPOSED MEMORANDUM OF DECISION

Abiola Michael Fabemigun, RN, Petition No. 2025-878. The Respondent was present. Mary Dietmann
moved to approve the proposed Memorandum of Decision. Cynthia Aprin seconded the motion. The motion
was approved unanimously. Dianthus Whittley was not present for the vote.

REINSTATEMENT REQUEST

Cherish M. Ostrosky, RN, License No. 10.E60159. Dana Dalton, Nurse Consultant for the Practitioner
Licensing and Investigation Section of the Department presented the request for reinstatement. The Board
made their recommendation. No action was taken.

ADMINISTATIVE HEARING REVIEW

Legal Counsel Julianne Avallone provided an overview of administrative hearing procedures, including the
roles of board members and hearing facilitators, and the importance of a clear and consistent hearing
structure. Attorney Avallone emphasized that all board members may actively participate by asking
guestions during hearings and offered to provide additional training sessions as needed.

SCHOOL MATTERS

ReNurse Academy — RN Program Annual Report (2025).

Director Brittany Faison of ReNurse Academy presented its 2025 RN Program Annual Report and addressed
the Board regarding details of the program and efforts to support nurses statewide.
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OTHER

Chair Gina Reiners reported on a recent meeting with Attorney Julianne Avallone regarding nursing
regulations, noting that attorneys and Department of Public Health staff who are subject matter experts are
involved in the ongoing regulatory review process. She advised that an introductory meeting will be
scheduled with select Board members to review the regulatory process and next steps. She also shared an
update on her recent presentation with the Connecticut Center for Nursing Workforce regarding the Board’s
structure and regulatory process.

ADJOURNMENT
Salvatore Diaz made a motion to adjourn. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion.
The meeting adjourned at 10:47 a.m.
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