The following minutes are draft minutes which are subject to revision, and which have not yet
been adopted by the Board.

CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR OPTICIANS
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
December 1, 2025

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
Jenney T. Rivard, LO

Minerva Maldonado, LO

Alden Mead, Esq.

DPH /AAG STAFF PRESENT:

Kevin Hansted, Legal Counsel to the Board

Stephen Carragher, DPH Public Health Services Manager
Celeste Dowdell, License and Applications Analyst
Nathaniel K. Gordon, Board Liaison

CALL TO ORDER.
Chairperson Jenney T. Rivard called the meeting to order at 8:33 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Minerva Maldonado moved to approve the May 21, 2025, minutes. Attorney Alden Mead, Esq.,
seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously by acclamation.

Attorney Alden Mead, Esq., moved to approve the August 4, 2025, minutes. Minerva Maldonado
seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously by acclamation.

CHAIR UPDATES
NONE

NEW BUSINESS
A. 2026 Proposed Regular Board Meeting Calendar

BOARD/COMMISSIONS MEETING DATES LOCATION
o February 2, 2026 Department of Public Health
410 Capitol Avenue
e May 4, 2026 Hartford, Connecticut
Board of Examiners for e August 3, 2026 Board Meetings are held by the
Opticians Department of Public Health via
e November 2, 2026 Microsoft Teams, beginning at 8:30
a.m.
All meetings begin at 8:30 a.m.
Meetings are open to the public.
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Alden Mead moved to approve the Proposed 2026 Regular Meeting Calendar Minerva Maldonado
seconded the motion be approved. The motion was approved unanimously by acclamation.

B. Review of Licensing Exam Celeste Dowdell,
License And Applications Analyst

Chairperson Jenney T. Rivard, LO introduced the review of the Licensing exam and the changes
made to the exam. Celeste Dowdell presented the Review of Licensing Exam and updated the
board on the analytics from the results of the exam. The Board briefly discussed analytics from the
results and the examinees who passed from the examinees that failed.

C. Licensing Exam Policies Jenney T. Rivard

Chairperson Jenney T. Rivard, LO, raised the issue of limiting an the number of times an examinee
should be allow to not retake a portion of the licensing exam. The Board discussed the issue. the
possible benefits and disadvantages of the proposed policy changes. The Board opened the floor to
the Public for comments and/or opinions on the benefits and disadvantages. Chairperson Jenney T.
Rivard, LO, moved to table the issue. Attorney Alden Mead, Esq., seconded the motion. The
motion was approved unanimously by acclamation.

ADJOURN
Chairperson Jenney T. Rivard, LO, moved to adjourn the meeting and Attorney Alden Mead, Esq.,
seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 9:14 a.m.

Jenney T. Rivard, LO
Chairperson



