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Andrew Woods(Co-chair), Partnerships, Programs, Stakeholders and Community Engagement 

Subcommittee of the Commission on Community Gun Violence Intervention and Prevention and  
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On December 7th, a total of twenty (20) participants took part in a 3-day violence prevention and 

intervention training offered by the Brother Carl Hardrick Institute and its partner, Hartford HealthCare. 

Focus areas:  

❖ Gaining deeper insight into working with vulnerable populations with a focus on at-risk youth & 

families 

❖ Learning to address and manage your emotional trauma 

❖ Crisis Management 

❖ Trauma-informed care 

In addition to developing a deeper understanding around evidence-based strategies for the prevention 

of gun and community violence, the participants formulated a list of policy and program 

recommendations on how the Connecticut General Assembly could better support prevention and 

intervention work in the Greater Hartford area. Here is what they produced: 

• Provide multi-year funding to support and sustain violence prevention programs throughout the 

State of Connecticut’s major cities 

• Fund the development of partnerships between community-based organizations (CBOs) and 

schools, with a focus on working with students to create a safe learning environment 

• Fund and implement more social & emotional learning (SEL) opportunities, especially in school 

curriculums.  

• Invest money into revamping inner-city schools, creating an environment(aesthetically) where 

students actually want to go to school 

• Promote community education that works to erase the stigma around mental health issues and 

promote mental wellness 

• Fund Intervention/Prevention Programs for youth ages 10-15, in addition to traditional programs 

geared to youth and adults.    

• Fund, Design and implement Family Engagement Centers that work to bring families together, 

increase the amount of developmental assets they have, and empower parents 

• Reduce/ eliminate discriminatory practices in funding decisions for community-based 

organizations. Support for programs should be based on objective criteria and not inequitable 

and discriminatory or political practices 



The following is the list of individual participants who received the three day training and offered the 

above recommendations: 

1. RJo Winch (Rich Dae Foundation) 

2. Danielle Myers’s-Frierson(parent) 

3. Chuck Witherspoon (Phillips Metropolitan CME Church) 

4. Timothy Greene (Wilson-Gray YMCA) 

5. Dr. Jaqueline Phillips (Life Changer Center) 

6. Mark Little (Life Changer Center) 

7. Mari Merwin (Life Changer Center) 

8. Daphne Davis (Life Changer Center) 

9. Madeline Toledo (Greater Hartford Harm Reduction Coalition) 

10. Andrea McKnight (Greater Hartford Harm Reduction Coalition) 

11. Andrea Johnson (Greater Hartford Harm Reduction Coalition) 

12. Raqueeb Shabazz (Greater Hartford Harm Reduction Coalition) 

13. Tasha Rose (Hartford Communities That Care) 

14. Fonda Williams (Hartford Communities That Care) 

15. Marilyn Jack-Ortique (New Visions School) 

16. Leonard Epps (retired educator) 

17. Michelle Scott-Walker(Weaver High School) 

18. Norris Taylor (Cathedral of St. Joseph) 

19. Janet Rice, (Member) Commission on Community Gun Violence Intervention and Prevention  

BCHI Staff and Trainers:  

20. Carl Hardrick (Brother Carl Hardrick Institute) 

21. Johanna Schubert(Brother Carl Institute) 

22. Dr. Alice Farrell (Olive Branch Clinical and Consulting Services) 

23. Kelvin Lovejoy (Blue Hills Civic Association) 

24. Dr. Jim O-Dea (Hartford Healthcare) 

25. John Tejada(Hartford Healthcare) 

26. Jonathan Steinen (Hartford Healthcare) 

27. Paula Rego (Hartford Healthcare) 

28. Melissa Deasy (Hartford Healthcare) 

29. David Crump (Hartford Healthcare) 

30. Shenell Benjamin (Hartford Communities That Care) 

31. Tyrone Bynum (Hartford Communities That Care) 

32. Parishe Smith (Hartford Communities That Care) 

33. Sherelle Reid (Hartford Communities That Care) 

34. Dayzra Bournes (Hartford Communities That Care) 

35. Jennika Lebron (Hartford Communities That Care) 

36. Andrew Woods(Hartford Communities That Care) 

Thank you for considering these recommendations and we look forward to being engaged throughout 

this process.  



Respectfully submitted on behalf of the attendees of the Brother Carl Hardrick Institute for Violence 

Prevention  

 


