
 

 

 

Commission on Community Gun Violence Intervention and Prevention 

Date: October 16, 2024 

Time: 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM 

Location: Zoom 

Meeting Minutes 

Commission Members in attendance: Deborah Davis (Mothers United Against Violence), Dr. 
James Dodington (Yale New Haven Health), Ebony Epps (Project Catalyst), Dr. Kyle Fischer (The 
Health Alliance for Violence Intervention), John Fransinelli (State Department of Education), 
Neena Jacob (DPH), Melissa Kane (CT Against Gun Violence), James Mandracchia (State 
Department of Education), Dr. Kerri Raissian (University of Connecticut), Jacquelyn Santiago 
Nazario (COMPASS Youth Collaborative, Carl Schiessl, Esq. (CT Hospital Association), Johanna 
Schubert (Hartford Communities That Care), Dr. Pina Violano (The Commission on Women, 
Children, Seniors, Equity, and Opportunity), Colleen Violette (DPH), Tyshaunda Wiley (DPH). *47 
total in attendance 

 
I. Convene Meeting: Commissioner Juthani convened the meeting at 9:00am, welcoming 

attendees  
 

II. Approve Meeting Minutes: The Commissioner called for a motion to approve the 
meeting minutes from the previous meeting in July. Neena Jacobs moved to approve the 
minutes, and Vincent Russo seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
III. Public Comment: No members of the public offered comments during the allotted time. 

 
IV. Compass Youth Collaborative Presentation: [See meeting recording for more details: 

Minutes 00:05:50: to 00:53:22] 
 

Jacquelyn Santiago Nazario (COMPASS Youth Collaborative), Carolyn Alessi (St Francis 
Hospital Trinity Health of New England), and Jacqueline Guajardo (University of 
Connecticut Family Medicine Residency Program) presented on “Building Partnerships to 
Heal Victims of Community Violence”.  They discussed how hospitals and local 
organizations can collaborate to provide comprehensive supports to individuals affected 
by violence. This included strategies, best practices, and the profound impact that these 
collaborations can have on individuals and the community as a whole 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/ZOHFvQCGi06piJOYFeUL5Wr7k9AxR9Ced466Sw8dbfsnUOWL06TFSm7bmlFdhQYj261I1jbbxsguZBJE.2Gvvdub5o8DvsthT?canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F5LUfAFR1NAZTasyaoCkbMmB-dmn8GMJrKZnnNNqtweMITpPVNSh6kXdlw4yT_3oF.tTJYQEcnRpDcvnMT


V. OFIP Update: Colleen Violette and Tyshaunda Wiley have met with several Commission 
members in person at their program sites, and will continue to do so on a regular basis. 
Received additional funding for safe storage items that will be used to purchase gun safes 
and cable locks.  

a. Review SB 1: An Act Concerning the Health Safety of Connecticut Residents 
Senate Bill One charged OFIP with providing educational material to primary care 
physicians on safe storage and consulting the Commission’s feedback on 
educational information. Colleen reviewed a draft of the “Firearm is Safe for 
Everyone” document (see attached) and requested Commission members provide 
feedback for edits by Wednesday October 23, 2024. The document will be 
finalized by January 1, 2025. 

 
I. Subcommittee Updates: 

 
a. RFP Grant Criteria and Award Subcommittee 

Commissioner Juthani reported that she is reviewing drafts of the RFA for the 
next round of funding. She discussed that the broad goal of the RFA will be to 
target areas in the state that have the highest rates of community gun violence, 
and seek to engage existing offices of gun violence or firearm, injury, prevention, 
municipal level work with community-based organizations, and other 
partnerships in the community. Feedback from the members regarding the RFA 
included representing the City of Bridgeport, including underrepresented groups, 
considering contracting issues with municipalities, and building an evaluation 
piece. 
 

b. Sustainability – Financial and Legislative 
• Co-chair Carl Schiessl reported at the last subcommittee meeting Mark 

Pelka, Deputy Director of the Office of Victim Services Superior Court 
Operations Division at the Connecticut Judicial Branch, gave a 
presentation on the Crime Victims Fund/ VOCA. The Commission will 
consider having Mark present at an upcoming Commission meeting 

• Bond Act and the new concentrated Poverty initiative in the Department 
of Economic and Community Development (DECD)- Carl reported that 
Senator John Fonfara, who is one of the architects of the Bond Act, 
encouraged the Commission to continue to pursue collaboration. 

 
c. Partnerships, Programs, Stakeholder, and Community Engagement 

• Co-chair Joanna Schubert reported that the subcommittee has developed 
a publication to highlight opportunities, events, and funding 
announcements at the State and Federal level. 

• The subcommittee is getting ready for the legislative session and focusing 
on priority issues 

• Several subcommittee members were recipients of the recent DPH grant 
funding cycle. 



d. Data Evaluation and Analysis of Grant-funded Programs 
• Co-chair Kerri Raissian reported that the subcommittee has been trying to 

understand the different data that exists in Connecticut, and how that 
data can serve the interests of multiple stakeholders, policies, and 
program interventions. The subcommittee is looking at developing a 
document that would highlight the different data sources in Connecticut, 
what's in those data sources, and how stakeholders can access the data. 

 
e. Home Health 

• Co- Chairs Dr. James Doddington and Deborah Davis reported the 
Compass Youth Collaborative presentation was a wonderful update on the 
potential for home health. 

• Recent survivor empowerment event held had over 200 survivors and 
included mental health initiatives. 

 
Commissioner Juthani highlighted that the goal of the Evaluator working with the community-
based organizations is to help identify the work they have been doing. It will not be punitive. The 
Evaluator will ensure the CBOs are meeting their metrics to have sustainable efforts. 
 

VII. CCMC Update on Grantees 
• Kelsey Arias and Kevin Borrup reported that there are currently 10 funded 

grantees, 9 of those have signed contracts, and one is outstanding as they go 
through their process. The 10 grantees were 4 CT, Advancing Connecticut Together, 
the Brother Carl Hardrick Institute, Catalyst CT, City of Hartford, Clifford Beers 
Community Care Center, Hartford Communities That Care, Life Bridge Community 
Services, Swords to Plowshares Northeast, and the Urban Community Alliance 

• Have begun sending out a newsletter to keep grantees and others updated with 
CBO work across the State. 

• The recent Newtown Action Alliance Gun Buyback event across the State was 
successful: Approximately 820 safes given out, 500 firearms collected across the 
sites, 8 sites took in firearms and gave out safes, and 8 sites only gave out firearm 
safes (Will receive final numbers in about a month). DPH provided 600 safes with 
the SaferCT logo to communities across the State. Moving forward DPH will work 
with CBOs directly to do better evaluation of distributing gun safes to people who 
actually need them. 

• Many of the funded CBOs have stated they are concerned about sustainability of 
funding and are interested in continued sustainability conversations.  
 

VI. Commission Next Steps 
a. Quarterly Commissioner Meeting- The draft subcommittee reports are due on 

Friday, November 2nd. Next quarterly meeting will be Wednesday December 11th. 
b. Monthly Subcommittee meeting- We are moving to every other month 

subcommittee meetings to lessen the burden of frequent meetings, but ensure 
full engagement 



Motion to adjourn made by Dr. Pina Violano, second by Deborah Davis. Meeting adjourned by 
Commissioner: 10:30am. 

Meeting recording: October 16, 2024 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Tyshaunda Wiley 

Health Program Associate, Office of Firearm Injury Prevention 

10.23.2024 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VPGCslm5BHs

