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CONNECTICUT

Public Health
Commission on Community Gun Violence Intervention and Prevention
Date: July 10, 2024
Time: 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM
Location: Zoom

Draft Meeting Minutes

Convene Meeting: Commissioner Juthani convened the meeting at 9:00am, welcoming
attendees and introduced Commissioner Hill-Lilly, and the Office of Firearm Injury
Prevention Intern as this was their first time attending a Community Gun Violence
Intervention and Prevention (CGVIP) commission meeting. DPH’S workforce development
initiative supports bringing in interns to help bolster the public health workforce.

Approve Meeting Minutes: The Commissioner called for a motion to approve the
meeting minutes from the previous meeting in April. James Dodington moved to approve
the minute, and Johanna Schubert seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.

Public Comment: No members of the public offered comments during the allotted time.

DPH Data Presentation: [See meeting recording for more details: Minutes 00:06:00: to
00:49:16]

Susan Logan delivered a presentation on DPH’s Surveillance Unit that supports the Office
of Injury Violence Prevention. She gave an overview of the unit, discussed data sources,
and reviewed data on homicides and non-fatal assault injuries in Connecticut.
Epidemiologists Mike Makowski and Neena Jacobs have assisted in compiling firearm
related data. Homicide and suicide data is collected from data sources: Connecticut
Violent Death Reporting System (death certificate data through the vital Records office,
medical examiner data received monthly, and police report abstract data from two
retired police officers) and Hospital Discharge Dataset/ Chime (Connecticut Hospital
Association data from 29 acute care hospitals in the State provided yearly)


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83871621598?pwd=cUZsTkVaMUZKTndscGRmSnduOCtQdz09

Cities across the state that experienced highest firearm homicides were: Hartford, New
Haven, Bridgeport, and Waterbury. There was a significant increase of non- Hispanic
Black men gun-related homicides since the Covid-19 pandemic. Homicide by firearm is
becoming more frequent in youth under 20 years of age, and young adults 20- 30 years
of age. There was a high rate of homicide by firearm for ages 70-79 in 2020- 2023, due to
incidents of elder intimate partner violence (IPV) where both someone was murdered,
and then they died by suicide. Connecticut experienced an unprecedent number of IPV
murder homicides in the 65 plus age group following the pandemic. As the Office of
Firearm Injury Prevention continues to grow, interventions will become more driven by
the data and best practices.

OFIP Update: Colleen Violette, Public Health Services Manager Office of Firearm Injury
Prevention (OFIP), reviewed the Office’s mission and vision, and gave an update. She
introduced Tyshaunda Wiley who is the new Health Program associate for OFIP.

Colleen and Tyshaunda have met with all co-chairs of the subcommittees to create work
plans to help drive the work of the subcommittees. Currently have an Evaluator RFP out
right now that is being scored, and we will be announced by the end of July. Colleen will
travel to DC next week to attend a State meeting with the Joyce Foundation and the
White House Office of Gun Violence Prevention. Colleen and Tyshaunda attended the
Giffords Community Violence and Intervention Conference in Los Angeles with over 900
attendees. Conference highlights included: Excellent speakers, Senator Murphy
presented at a table conversation, and attended a presentation by partners at Compass.

Marketing Update: Colleen showed the messaging campaign that was launched during
Gun Violence Awareness Day on Thursday, June 6, Friday, June 7, and Saturday, June 8.
Highlights from the campaign included: 149 individuals used the customized profile tag as
their profile picture, reached 28,066 users, 43,503 impressions, and 30 likes/ 6 shares.
Colleen displayed the main Safer CT logo that the O'donnell Company created. She also
displayed some of the messaging images that is going to be coming out of the campaign
to highlight community gun violence as a public health crisis. Will look to the current
funded community-based organizations to help drive the call-to-action voice.

Subcommittee Updates:

a. RFP Grant Criteria and Award Subcommittee
Co-chair Colleen discussed that the second RFP was released on the DPH website
and via email on 7/8/2024. Another RFP will be released approximately in the Fall
that will address the public health approach to community gun violence.

b. Sustainability — Financial and Legislative
Co-chair Carl Schiessl and new co-chair Dr. David Shapiro, provided the
subcommittee update. The subcommittee convened on 6/11/2024 with a
discussion focusing on:



C.

e Public Act Number 24- 151/ General Assembly Bond Act (originally known as
House Bill Number 5524). Sections 118 to 123 creates a pilot program to
reduce the levels of concentrated poverty in the State by developing and
implementing a 10 Year plan for a participating, concentrated poverty census
track. A working group being established will be overseen in a new office in
Connecticut's Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD)
that will focus on concentrated poverty, census tracts, and gun violence.

e Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) funding has plunged by 700 million dollars over
the past year. Unstable financial resources for community violence prevention
is concerning for helping victims stay safe. Senator Blumenthal and Senator
Blumenthal are aware of how critical VOCA funding is for violence prevention
and intervention and this issue is being kept at the forefront.

Partnerships, Programs, Stakeholder, and Community Engagement

Co- chair Joanna Schubert provided the subcommittee update. The committee
met on 6/12/2024 with over a dozen community groups and representatives.
Meeting highlights included: funding for community violence prevention through
DPH was kept whole through the budget adjustment process, listening sessions
happening all over the State have provided an opportunity for service providers to
connect with and hear directly from the community, recently released RFP, and
the new Office of Firearm Injury Prevention. Hartford Communities That Care
recently hosted a roundtable discussion with Senator Blumenthal to discuss the
new Federal Office of Violence Prevention, CT updates, VOCA funding issue, and
the shift to violence prevention as a public health issue.

Data Evaluation and Analysis of Grant-funded Programs

Co-chair Neena Jacobs provided the subcommittee update. During the
subcommittee meeting, members discussed the short term and long term
objectives of their work plan. Also, focused on improving the data assets that will
build the data dashboard. Other subcommittee members are invited to join their
next meeting to add input on the development of a data dashboard. Data
Evaluation and Analysis of Grant-funded Programs subcommittee meetings will be
held every 1st Tuesday of the month at 9:30am.

Home Health

Co- Chairs Dr. James Doddington and Deborah Davis provided the subcommittee
update. Updates included: seeking people to join the subcommittee who provide
home health care for victims of violence in Connecticut and/or the region, looking
for evidence informed ways of providing home health care for victims of violence
as there is no national gold standard, and looking to build sustainability of direct
resources (addressing gender gaps, economic gaps, and trauma) to victims and
families once they leave the hospital.



lll.  CCMC Update on Grantees
Kelsey Arias provided the CCMC update. A grantee showcase was held in June. Colleen
can share the recordings as needed. All 8 grantees presented the programs that they've
been implementing for the 1st year of funding. Collaborated with UCONN Arms and
Compass to offer a 2 part training on data foundations addressing developing good data
practices and data collection tools. Trainings also were open to anyone doing violence
prevention work.

Kelsey continues to meet with the grantees every other month, and grantees submit
monthly reports. The Evaluator RFP will help to provide rigorous evaluation of grantee
programs. 1st round of community-based organization grantees are not eligible for the
2" round of funding. Invitations to the Bidders Conference will be sent out by sending an
email to Dr. Kevin Borrup.

IV.  Commission Next Steps
a. Quarterly Commissioner Meeting- Next planned quarterly meeting will be held in
early October
b. Monthly Subcommittee meeting- Subcommittees will continue to meet on a
monthly basis

Motion to adjourn made by Dr. Pina Violano, second Johanna. Meeting adjourned by
Commissioner: 10:50am.

Meeting Recording

Respectfully submitted,
Tyshaunda Wiley
Health Program Associate, Office of Firearm Injury Prevention

7.12.2024


https://youtu.be/o6bDrrbVNTo

