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Meeting Minutes  

  

Members present: Nicole Godburn (DSS), Barbara Cass (DPH), Lorraine Cullen (DPH), Melissa 
Morton (OPM), Mag Morelli (Leading Age CT), Krista Johnson (CHEFA), Matt Barrett (CAHCF/CCAL), Mag 
Morelli (LeadingAge CT), Mairead Painter (LTC Ombudsperson).  

Members absent: None.  

Legislators present: Rep. Tammy Nuccio, Rep. Cristin McCarthy Vahey.  

  

Introduction 

• Lorraine Cullen called the meeting to order at 9:33am.  
• Lorraine took roll call attendance of appointed members; every appointed member was present.  
• Matt Barrett motioned to approve the October meeting minutes and Mairead Painter seconded; the 

minutes passed without discussion.  

DPH and DSS Slideshow  

• Nicole Godburn, Nick Mazzatto and Lorraine Cullen reviewed the slide deck with key data from the 
past quarter.  

o Nick shared the bed capacity and census data for the reporting period of October 1 
through December 31, 2025, has remained steady, with this quarter’s capacity up 
to 89.2 percent occupancy. Nick indicated that there are around 2,323 open beds in the 
state.  

o Lorraine shared that one nursing home closed in Quarter 4 so there are 191 nursing 
homes in the state. She also shared a map depicting the locations of all of Connecticut’s 
nursing homes.  

o Nick shared information on nursing home receiverships, bankruptcies, temporary 
managers, and closures. DSS did not receive any interim or hardship interim rate requests 
this past quarter.  

o Lorraine provided an overview of the Change in Ownerships (CHOWs) that occurred in the 
past quarter. In the first quarter of FFY 2026, there have been 5 CHOWs, 
with 5 pending. Lorraine flagged that several of these were Athena homes.  

o Lorraine presented the top five most frequently cited federal deficiencies over the past 
quarter and gave examples of each deficiency. She then provided information on Immediate 
Jeopardy (IJ) findings and provided longitudinal data since FFY 2023. In the past quarter, the 
department reported 5 IJ deficiencies across 4 facilities.  
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Discussion  

• Mag Morelli asked if DPH keeps track of where each deficiency originated, if it was from a complaint 
or a certification survey. Lorraine confirmed that DPH does have this information. Mag may request 
this information for deficiencies in the future.  

Closing  

• Barbara Cass motioned to adjourn, and Melissa Morton seconded the motion.  
• The next quarterly meeting is scheduled for April 8, 2026.  
• The meeting adjourned at 9:43am.  

 


