
 
CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR OPTICIANS 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
August 4, 2025 

  
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Jenney T. Rivard, LO 

Minerva Maldonado, LO 

Alden Mead, Esq. 

 

DPH / AAG STAFF PRESENT: 

Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board 

Stephen Carragher, DPH Public Health Services Manager 

Celeste Dowdell, License and Applications Analyst 

Brett Ann Karpuska, Board Liaison 

Nathaniel K. Gordon, Board Liaison 

CALL TO ORDER. 

Chairperson Jenney T. Rivard called the meeting to order at 8:31 a.m. Alden Mead joined the 

meeting at 8:47 a.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Minerva Maldonado, moved to approve the May 5, 2025, minutes. Jenney T. Rivard, LO, second 

the motion. The motion was approved unanimously by acclamation.  

 

CHAIR UPDATES 

There was a discussion regarding having the meeting paused while Alden Mead, Esq. fixed 

technical issues attempting to join the meeting.  

 

ADDED ITEM 

Minerva Maldonado, LO requested to make a motion to add amendments to the agenda. I want to 

add a line item under exam issues bullet Point C, expansion of Proctor candidates and bullet point 

D limiting information and contact with proctors during and outside of the exam. Jenney T. Rivard, 

LO, Second the motion. The motion was approved unanimously by acclamation.  

 

REVIEW OF LICENSING EXAM RESULTS 

The Board discussed the results of the Licensing Exam Results. The discussion included but not 

limited to (number of candidates; attendance for the exam; results of the pass rate). The Board 

discussed the changes made to the exam,  

 

EXAM ISSUES 

A. Discussion of Possible Changes to the Practical Exam.  

 

a. Separate scores on fitting and problem solving.  

Jenney T. Rivard, LO, mentioned issues with the criteria for having to pass the Practical 

exam. Jenney T. Rivard, LO, made a suggestion to separate the scores of both sections 

so, if they are required to take a section over, they don’t have to take both sections over. 

The Board discussed the issues with separating the sections in regard to the pass and/or 

fail rate of students that take the exam. 

 



b. Preassembling proctor frames  

Jenney T. Rivard, LO, mentioned issues with the Proctors possibly preassembling some 

of the frames. Jenney T. Rivard, LO, made one suggestion that it would be to 

preassemble three of the frames, three different sizes, one of which would be the correct 

size for the candidate for the Proctor. The candidate would determine the correct frame. 

The Board discussed the positives, the negatives of the preassembling of the frames, the 

time to set up, and equipment used in the preassembly of the frames. Stacy Schulman, 

Legal Counsel to the Board, advised the Board to call for a vote if there are going to be 

changes in the process. Jenney T. Rivard, LO, moves that during the exam the candidate 

will choose the frames size they will like, then the proctor will assemble the frames. 

Minerva Maldonado, LO, second the motion. The motion was approved unanimously by 

acclamation. 

 

c. Expansion of Proctor candidates and bullet point 

Minerva Maldonado, LO, mentioned the issues with the pool of current Proctors 

available with the guidelines in place. Attaching an “Interest in Proctor Form” while 

submitting their renewal application online, if they meet the requirements. Minerva 

Maldonado, LO, suggested the Department of Public Health should open and/or expand 

the opportunity to Proctor to everyone in the state, that meets the requirement. The 

Board discussed the parameters and guidelines to become a proctor. Jenney T. Rivard, 

LO, mentioned the decision on who should become a proctor should stay with the DPH 

and/or the Board. Minerva Maldonado, LO, agreed. 

 

d. Limiting information and contact with proctors during and outside of the exam 

Minerva Maldonado, LO, mentioned limiting information shared with the proctors 

during the exam room and outside of the exam room, Minerva Maldonado, LO, 

suggested that any and/or all feedback should be provided by the state and/or 

anonymous survey. The Board discussed the positive and the negatives of sharing 

information with the proctors during the exam room and outside of the exam room, and 

that any and/or all feedback should be provided by the state and/or anonymous survey. 

B. Status of the Fall Exam  

The Board and the Department of Public health discuss the possibility of having 

another exam in the fall. 

 

ADJOURN 

Minerva Maldonado moved to adjourn the meeting and Alden Mead seconded the motion. The 

meeting was adjourned at 8:47 a.m. 

 

Jenney T. Rivard, LO 

Chairperson 


