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CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
July 15, 2026 

 
 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Mary Dietmann, RN Member, Acting Chair, EdD, APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE 
Cynthia Arpin, RN Member, EdD, MSN, RN 
Salvatore Diaz, RN Member, DNP, MSN, RN 
Lisa Freeman, Public Member, BA 
Susan Jahn, LPN Member, LPN 
Camille Payne, APRN Member, MPH, MSN, APRN, DNP 
Dianthus Whittley, LPN Member, LPN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Gina Reiners, Chairperson, PhD, APRN, PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, RN Member, DNP, MSN, MPH, RN 
 
DPH STAFF PRESENT: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A regular meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing was held via Microsoft Teams on July 15, 2026. 
The meeting was convened at 8:31 a.m. Attendance was taken by roll call. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The draft minutes of the June 17, 2026 meeting were reviewed. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the 
minutes. Dianthus Whittley seconded the motion. Susan Jahn and Cynthia Arpin abstained. The motion 
was approved by acclimation, with no objections raised. Gina Reiners and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez 
were not present for the vote. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
Acting Chair Mary Dietmann announced the Board’s newest member, Susan Jahn, who was appointed 
as an LPN Member of the Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing. Susan introduced herself and the 
Board welcomed her. The Board currently has nine members, with three Public Member vacancies. 
 
MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Papy Bibo, RN, Petition No. 2026-434. Staff Attorney Julienne Cutaia represented the Department. The 
Respondent was present. Cynthia Arpin moved to grant the Department's Motion for Summary 
Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public health and 
safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved unanimously. Gina Reiners and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote. 
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Edwin Kardoch, RN, Petition No. 2025-882. Staff Attorney Julienne Cutaia represented the Department. 
The Respondent was present and represented by Attorney Richard Brown. Cynthia Arpin moved to grant 
the Department's Motion for Summary Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and 
immediate danger to the public health and safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Lisa 
Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Gina Reiners and Elizabeth 
Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote.  
 
CONSENT ORDERS 
Gregory J. Orfitelli, RN, Petition No. 2025-67. Staff Attorney Julienne Cutaia represented the Department. 
The Respondent was present and represented by Attorney Richard Brown. Lisa Freeman moved to 
approve the Consent Order. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. Salvatore Diaz recused himself. Susan 
abstained. The motion passed with a 5–1 vote. Gina Reiners and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not 
present for the vote.  
 
Sabrina Marcelino, RN, 2025-800. Staff Attorney Julienne Cutaia represented the Department. The 
Respondent was not present. Attorney Richard Brown appeared on behalf of the Respondent. Cynthia 
Arpin moved to approve the Consent Order. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was denied 
through unanimous vote. Gina Reiners and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote.  
 
Jackie Lamitie, RN, Petition No. 2025-1481. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the Department. 
The Respondent was present and represented by Attorney Patrick Monahan II. Lisa Freeman moved to 
approve the Consent Order. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion passed with a 4–2 vote. Lisa 
Freeman, Gina Reiners, and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote. 
 
PROPOSED MEMORANDUM OF DECISION AND SUPPLEMENTAL BRIEFS (CONTINUED) 
Rochelle George, RN, APRN, Petition Nos. 2025-299, 2025-298. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina appeared 
on behalf of the Department. The Respondent was present and represented by Attorney Arnold Ira 
Menchel. This matter was continued from the Board’s June 17, 2026 meeting. 
 

Each Board member participating in the review verbally affirmed that they had reviewed the record in its 
entirety, including recordings of the two prior Board meetings. Participating members were Salvatore Diaz, 
Mary Dietmann, Lisa Freeman, Susan Jahn, Cynthia Arpin, and Dianthus Whittley. Camille Payne 
abstained from participation. Gina Reiners and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present. 
 

The Board continued its review and determined that the Department had sustained its burden of proof 
with respect to all allegations in the Statement of Charges.  
 

Salvatore Diaz moved to modify the proposed Memorandum of Decision to reflect that the Department 
had sustained its burden of proof with respect to the allegations and to remand the matter to the Hearing 
Officer to consider and rule on the special defenses. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. Camille Payne 
abstained. The motion passed. Gina Reiners and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the 
vote. 
 
PREHEARING REVIEW 
Erin S. Gentile, RN, Petition No. 2025-1555. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. 
The Respondent was present. Based on the parties’ presentation, the Board made its recommendation. 
No action was taken. 
 
Phenh Voong, RN, Petition No. 2021-1186. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. Attorney Ellen Costello appeared on behalf of the Respondent. Based 
on the parties’ presentation, the Board made its recommendation. No action was taken. 
 
 
 



 
  

ct.gov/dph 

PROPOSED MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Dana White, RN, Petition No. 2025-1229. Staff Attorney Julienne Cutaia represented the Department. The 
Respondent was present and represented herself. Oral argument was presented by the Respondent. 
Cynthia Arpin moved to accept the proposed Memorandum of Decision. Salvatore Diaz seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved unanimously thereby adopting the proposed decision as the final 
decision. Lisa Freeman, Gina Reiners, and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote. 
 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
NCLEX Test Results from 5/1/2025 to 4/30/2026 
RN Programs/Schools that have not met the Regulatory requirement of at least 80% passing rate of first-
time NCLEX test takers: 

• University of Bridgeport – ABSN: 70% and BSN: 62% 
This matter was continued from the Board's June 3, 2026 meeting, at which the Board voted to 
place the University of Bridgeport's BSN program on conditional status and to extend the ABSN 
program's conditional status for a second year.  
 

Linda Tampolini, Interim Director, and Attorney Robert DeCrescenzo appeared on behalf of the 
University of Bridgeport. The Board requested that the University present its Plan of Correction at 
the September 2, 2026 meeting. The Board requested information and identified key areas of focus 
for the Plan of Correction. Susan Jahn recused herself. No action was taken. 
 

• Goodwin University – ADN: 74% 
Vivienne Friday, Dean of Nursing and Health Professions and Attorney Robert DeCrescenzo 
appeared on behalf of Goodwin University.  
 

Cynthia Arpin moved to place Goodwin University’s ADN program on conditional status. Salvatore 
Diaz seconded the motion. Susan recused herself. The motion was approved unanimously. Gina 
Reiners and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote. 
 

The Board requested that the University present its Plan of Correction at the September 2, 2026 
meeting. The Board requested information and identified key areas of focus for the Plan of 
Correction. 
 

• University of Connecticut, Stamford Campus – ABSN: 79% 
Victoria Vaughan Dickson, Dean of the Elizabeth DeLuca School of Nursing and Annette Maruka, 
Associate Dean of Academic Affairs, appeared on behalf of the University of Connecticut.  
 

Cynthia Arpin moved to place the University of Connecticut’s ABSN program on conditional status. 
Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Gina Reiners and 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote. 
 
The Board requested that the University present its Plan of Correction at the October 7, 2026 
meeting. The Board requested information and identified key areas of focus for the Plan of Action. 
 

• St. Vincent’s College – ADN: 0% 
The ADN program at St. Vincent’s College closed two years ago. The former Chair of St. Vincent’s 
College notified the Board that the reported test result was attributed to a single student who 
attended the program in 2014. No action was taken. 
 

RN Programs/Schools placed on Conditional Approval and now have met the Regulatory requirement of at 
least 80% passing rate of first-time NCLEX test takers: 

• Goodwin University, ABSN: 85% 
Vivienne Friday, Dean of Nursing and Health Professions, and Melissa Quinlan, Vice President for 
Institutional Effectiveness appeared on behalf of Goodwin University. Salvatore Diaz moved to 
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remove Goodwin University’s ABSN program from conditional status and return the program to full 
approval. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. Susan Jahn recused herself. The motion was 
approved. Gina Reiners and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote. 

 
LPN Programs/Schools that have not met the Regulatory requirement of at least 80% passing rate of first-
time NCLEX test takers: 

• Porter & Chester Institute (PCI): 
o Hamden Campus, Day Group: 74% 
o Waterbury Campus, Evening Group 67% 

Sherry Greifzu, Interim Director of Practical Nursing, appeared on behalf of Porter and 
Chester Institute.  
 

Cynthia Arpin moved to extend the conditional status for the Hamden Campus, Day Group 
LPN program, and place the Waterbury Campus, Evening Group LPN program on 
conditional status. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved 
unanimously. Gina Reiners and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote. 
 

The Board requested that PCI present Plans of Correction for both programs at the 
September 2, 2026 meeting. The Board requested information and identified key areas of 
focus for the Plans of Correction. 
 

o Hamden Campus, Evening Group: 0% 
This matter will be continued to the August 5, 2026 meeting. No action was taken. 
 

• Griffin Hospital, School of Allied Health Careers, Derby Campus: 0% 
Salvatore Diaz, Director of Allied Health Careers Pathways and Academic Partnerships 
appeared on behalf of Griffin Hospital. The 0% NCLEX result was attributed to Griffin Hospital’s 
former Derby campus, which has since closed. All former students have completed NCLEX 
testing, and the associated program code has been deactivated, resolving the matter. No action 
was taken. 

 
LPN Programs/Schools placed on Conditional Approval and now have met the Regulatory requirement of 
at least 80% passing rate of first-time NCLEX test takers: 

• Porter & Chester Institute (PCI): 
o Waterbury Campus, Day Group: 80% 

Sherry Greifzu, Interim Director of Practical Nursing, appeared on behalf of Porter and 
Chester Institute. Salvatore Diaz moved to remove Porter and Chester Institute’s, 
Waterbury Campus, Day Group, LPN program from conditional status and return the 
program to full approval. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved. 
Gina Reiners, Camille Payne, and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the 
vote. 

 
SCHOOL BUSINESS – INFORMATION ONLY 
Lincoln Technical Institute, Shelton Campus, LPN Program 

• Notice of Appointment of Wendy Audet, MSN, RN, as Director of Nursing. Patricia Delucia, 
Program Administrator and Wendy Audet, Director of Nursing, appeared on behalf of Lincoln 
Technical Institute. No action was taken. 

 
Yale School of Nursing 

• Letter of Intent – MN Program. Tatiana Sadak, Professor and Deputy Dean at Yale School of 
Nursing, appeared on behalf of Yale School of Nursing and presented the details of the Letter of 
Intent regarding the MN Program. No action was taken. 
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Griffin Hospital School of Allied Health Careers, LPN Program 
• Letter of Resignation of Kayla Bennett, MSN, RN, CNL, as Director/Program Administrator. 

Salvatore Diaz appeared on behalf of Griffin Hospital School of Allied Health Careers and notified 
the Board of Kayla Bennett’s resignation as Director/Program Administrator. No action was taken. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Salvatore Diaz made a motion to adjourn. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. 
The meeting adjourned at 1:07 p.m. 
 


