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CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
June 3, 2026 

 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Gina Reiners, Chairperson, PhD, APRN, PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC 
Cynthia Arpin, RN Member, EdD, MSN, RN 
Salvatore Diaz, RN Member, DNP, MSN, RN 
Lisa Freeman, Public Member, BA 
Camille Payne, APRN Member, MPH, MSN, APRN, DNP 
Dianthus Whittley, LPN Member, LPN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Mary Dietmann, RN Member, EdD, APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, RN Member, DNP, MSN, MPH, RN 
 
DPH STAFF PRESENT: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A regular meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing was held via Microsoft Teams on June 3, 2026. 
The meeting was convened at 8:32 a.m. Attendance was taken by roll call. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The draft minutes of the May 20, 2026 meeting were reviewed. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the 
minutes. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Mary Dietmann, 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
2026 LEGISLATIVE SESSION OVERVIEW 
Kim Sandor, Executive Director of the Connecticut Nurses Association, provided an overview of the 
2026 legislative session affecting nursing in Connecticut. CNA's advocacy efforts along with several 
concerning bills did not advance this session and were highlighted. CNA plans to establish task forces 
and workgroups to address medication administration, nursing regulation, educational standards, and 
emerging national nursing benchmarks, while continuing to engage members in future policy 
development.  

 
MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Bethany J. Robinson, RN, Petition No. 2026-723. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the 
Department. The Respondent was present. Cynthia Arpin moved to grant the Department's Motion for 
Summary Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public 
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health and safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. 
The motion was approved unanimously. Mary Dietmann and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not 
present for the vote.  
 
Marie Carmel Edourdvalmir, RN, Petition No. 2025-602. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the 
Department. The Respondent was not present. Cynthia Arpin moved to grant the Department's Motion 
for Summary Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public 
health and safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Dianthus Whittley seconded the motion. 
The motion was approved unanimously. Mary Dietmann and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not 
present for the vote.  
 
RECONSIDERATION OF CONSENT ORDER 
Cristina M. Martinez, APRN, Petition No. 2025-478. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the 
Department. Attorney Frank Szilagyi was present and represented the Respondent. Attorney Szilagyi 
was unable to attend the May 20 meeting when the Board of Examiners for Nursing reviewed and 
denied the Consent Order agreement. Attorney Szilagyi filed a Motion for Reconsideration of Consent 
Order and requested an opportunity to be heard. Salvatore Diaz moved to deny the Respondent’s 
Motion for Reconsideration of Consent Order. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion to deny 
was approved unanimously. Mary Dietmann and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the 
vote.  
 
PREHEARING REVIEW 
Juris-Marie Gepolongca, RN, Petition No. 2022-773. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the 
Department. The Respondent was present and represented by Attorney Michael A. Kurs. Based on the 
Department’s evidence, the Board made its recommendation. No action was taken. 
 
PROPOSED MEMORANDUMS OF DECISION 
Michael J. Borrelli, LPN, Petition No. 2025-213. Cynthia Arpin moved to accept the proposed 
Memorandum of Decision. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously 
thereby adopting the proposed decision as the final decision. Mary Dietmann and Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez were not present for the vote. 
 
Margaret Monterio, LPN, Petition No. 2025-1769. Cynthia Arpin moved to accept the proposed 
Memorandum of Decision. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously 
thereby adopting the proposed decision as the final decision. Mary Dietmann and Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez were not present for the vote. 
 
Albertha Dafinice, RN, Petition No. 2025-609. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. 
Attorney Brittany Wallace represented the Respondent. Oral argument was presented by Respondent’s 
Counsel and the Department. Lisa Freeman moved to accept the proposed Memorandum of Decision. 
Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously thereby adopting the 
proposed decision as the final decision. Mary Dietmann and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not 
present for the vote. 
 
Peggy K. Kayumba, RN, Petition No. 2025-276. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the 
Department. Attorney Robert Miller represented the Respondent. Oral argument was presented by 
Respondent’s Counsel and the Department. During oral argument, Attorney Miller made a verbal Motion 
to Stay the enforcement of the Board’s order. The Department objected.  
  
Cynthia Arpin moved to deny the Respondent’s Motion to Stay. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. 
The motion to deny was approved with a 5-1 vote. Mary Dietmann and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were 
not present for the vote. 
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Cynthia Arpin moved to accept the proposed Memorandum of Decision. Dianthus Whittley seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved unanimously thereby adopting the proposed decision as the final 
decision. Mary Dietmann and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote.  
 
Rochelle George, RN, APRN, Petition Nos. 2025-299, 2025-298. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 
represented the Department. The Respondent was present and represented by Attorney Arnold Ira 
Menchel. Oral argument was presented by the Respondent’s Counsel in favor of the proposed decision. 
Deputy Legal Director Elizabeth Bannon, counsel to the Board, recommended tabling the matter to allow 
the parties to submit written briefs for the Board’s consideration. Cynthia Arpin moved to table the matter 
until the Board’s next scheduled meeting on June 17, 2026. Dianthus Whittley seconded the motion. 
The motion was approved unanimously. Mary Dietmann and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not 
present for the vote. 
 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
CT State Community College, Northwestern: 
CT State Community College, Gateway: 
CT State Community College, Naugatuck Valley: 
Chairwoman Gina Reiners congratulated all three schools on their approval of continuing accreditation 
through the Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN) for their Associate Programs. 
No action was taken. 

 
Mitchell College: 
Chairwoman Gina Reiners shared that Christine Bartlett, the Interim Director for Mitchell College, has 
resigned. No action was taken.  
 
Eastern Connecticut State University: 
Christine Nadeau, Director of Clinical Education Programs for Health Sciences and Nursing, appeared 
on behalf of Eastern Connecticut State University and reported that 114 students have committed to the 
nursing program for Fall 2026, compared to 60 students previously. No action was taken.  
 
Goodwin University: 
LPN Quarterly Report 
Vivienne Friday, Dean of Nursing and Health Professions, appeared on behalf of Goodwin University 
and presented their final quarterly report. No action was taken. 
 
CT State Community College, Quinebaug Valley 

• Resignation of Program Administrator (Kimberly Griffiths, DNP, MSN, RN) 
Chairwoman Gina Reiners shared that Kimberly Griffiths, DNP, MSN, RN, Program Administrator 
for CT State Community College, Quinebaug Valley, has resigned. No action was taken. 

 
• Qualification Review – LPN Program Administrator (Anne Lamondy, MSN, APRN, WHNP-BC) 

Anne Lamondy, Academic Division Director for Nursing and Allied Health, appeared on behalf of 
CT State Community College, Quinebaug Valley. Salvatore Diaz moved to find that Anne 
Lamondy, MSN, APRN, WHNP-BC, meets the required qualifications to serve as Program 
Administrator according to the regulations. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. Cynthia Arpin 
abstained. The motion was approved. Mary Dietmann, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and 
Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 

 
University of Connecticut, Elisabeth DeLuca School of Nursing: 
BSN and ABSN Curriculum Change 
Elizabeth Mayerson, Director of Prelicensure Programs, appeared on behalf of the University of 
Connecticut. She reported that the curriculum was not changed, but that additional clarity with the titles 
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of courses and course descriptions. Course objectives were edited to reflect the aligning of the 
curriculum with the ACEN essentials and competency-based education. The Board determined that this 
did not constitute a curriculum change. No action was taken. 
 
NCLEX Test Results from 5/1/2025 to 4/30/2026 
RN Programs: 

• University of Bridgeport – ABSN: 70% 
Cynthia Arpin moved to extend the conditional status of the University of Bridgeport’s ABSN 
program. Camille Payne seconded the motion. Salvatore Diaz abstained. The motion was 
approved. Mary Dietmann, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and Dianthus Whittley were not present 
for the vote.  

• University of Bridgeport – BSN: 62% 
Cynthia Arpin moved to place the University of Bridgeport’s BSN program on conditional status. 
Camille Payne seconded the motion. Salvatore Diaz abstained. The motion was approved. Mary 
Dietmann, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote.  

 
Due to time constraints, the Board was unable to consider the remaining agenda items. The unfinished 
items will be carried over to the July 15, 2026 meeting. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Chair Gina Reiners opened the floor for public comment and noted that comments are intended to be 
brief and informational, and that the Board does not engage in discussion during this portion of the 
meeting. 

• Sherry Greifzu asked whether the Department of Public Health or Board planned to notify nurses 
associated with the Florida nursing program regarding potential educational deficiencies and 
remediation options. She expressed concern about individuals pursuing licensure matters 
despite lacking sufficient qualifications. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Salvatore Diaz made a motion to adjourn. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. 
The meeting adjourned at 12:38 p.m. 
 
 


