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CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

April 1, 2026 
 

 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Gina Reiners, Chairperson, PhD, APRN, PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC 
Cynthia Arpin, RN Member, EdD, MSN, RN 
Salvatore Diaz, RN Member, DNP, MSN, RN 
Mary Dietmann, RN Member, EdD, APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE 
Camille Payne, APRN Member, MPH, MSN, APRN, DNP 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, RN Member, DNP, MSN, MPH, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Lisa Freeman, Public Member, BA 
Dianthus Whittley, LPN Member, LPN 
 
DPH STAFF PRESENT: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A regular meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing was held via Microsoft Teams on April 1, 2026. 
The meeting was convened at 8:31 a.m. Attendance was taken by roll call. 
 
MINUTES OF MARCH 18, 2026, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the March 18, 2026 meeting were reviewed. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the 
minutes. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. Gina Reiners, Cynthia Arpin, and Camille 
Payne abstained. The motion was approved. Lisa Freeman and Dianthus Whittley were not present for 
the vote. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

• CCNW Annual Summit 
Chair Gina Reiners provided information on the Connecticut Center for Nursing Workforce 
(CCNW) Annual Summit. On April 29, 2026, Gina will be presenting a general overview of the 
Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing and its purpose. She invited others to join.  
 

• Nursing Regulations Update 
Chair Gina Reiners provided an update on the nursing regulation review process, noting a recent 
productive meeting with DPH legal counsel. A small group of board members is expected to meet 
with the Department and nurse consultants to review and provide feedback. Overall, progress is 
steady, and additional updates will be provided as they become available. 
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UPDATE ON PENDING LEGISLATION 
Kim Sandor, Executive Director of the Connecticut Nurses Association, provided her second legislative 
update of the session, sharing that committee deadlines have passed and remaining bills are advancing 
through the House and Senate for further consideration and revision. She highlighted key measures, 
including Senate Bills 8 and 85 related to graduate loan access and workforce pipeline needs, as well as 
House Bills 5511 and 5514, which have moved forward with updated language. She also noted ongoing 
legislation addressing workplace violence and encouraged continued engagement as the session nears 
its conclusion.  
 
CONSENT ORDERS 
Emily J. Nadelgaft, RN, Petition No. 2024-235. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the Department. 
The Respondent was present and represented by Attorney Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt. Mary Dietmann 
moved to approve the Consent Order. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved unanimously. Lisa Freeman and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
PROPOSED MEMORANDUMS OF DECISION 
Delia L. Sienna, RN, Petition No. 2024-1378. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the Department. 
The Respondent was present and represented herself. Oral argument was presented by the Respondent 
and the Department. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the proposed Memorandum of Decision. Elizabeth 
Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Lisa Freeman and 
Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 

Jennifer Marshall, RN, Petition No. 2025-28. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the proposed Memorandum of 
Decision. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Lisa 
Freeman and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
Goodwin University 

• Qualifications Review – LPN Program Administrator (Kimberly Connolly). 
Vivienne Friday, Dean of Nursing and Health Professions appeared on behalf of Goodwin 
University and presented the qualifications of Wendy Garvin Mayo, DNP, APRN, ANP-BC. 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez moved to approve Wendy Garvin Mayo as the Program Administrator 
for the LPN program. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was denied with a 5-1 vote. 
Lisa Freeman and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 

Griffin Hospital – School of Allied Health 
• Temporary Waiver Requests for two faculty members for the LPN Program.  

Kayla Bennett, Director of the LPN program appeared on behalf of Griffin Hospital. 
o Cynthia Arpin moved to approve a one-year waiver for Sara Leslie, BSN, RN. Mary 

Dietmann seconded the motion. Salvatore Diaz recused himself. The motion was approved 
unanimously. Lisa Freeman and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 

o Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez moved to approve a six-month waiver for Sean Remson, BSN, 
RN. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. Salvatore Diaz recused himself. The motion was 
approved unanimously. Lisa Freeman and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Salvatore Diaz made a motion to adjourn. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. 
The meeting adjourned at 10:13 a.m. 


