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CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
March 4, 2026

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

Gina Reiners, Chairperson, PhD, APRN, PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC
Cynthia Arpin, RN Member, EdD, MSN, RN

Salvatore Diaz, RN Member, DNP, MSN, RN

Mary Dietmann, RN Member, EdD, APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE

Lisa Freeman, Public Member, BA

Camille Payne, APRN Member, MPH, MSN, APRN, DNP
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, RN Member, DNP, MSN, MPH, RN
Dianthus Whittley, LPN Member, LPN

DPH STAFF PRESENT:

Julianne Avallone Sara Montauti
Aden Baume Laura Morris
Charai Bellini Anthony Nanni
Susanne Cammarata  Joelle Newton
Julienne Cutaia Stacy Schulman
Dana Dalton Helen Smith
Paula DelGrego Lavita Sookram
Inna Erlikh Gillian VanderVliet
Linda Fazzina LisaYu

Brett Karpuska

Luis Maldonado

A regular meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing was held via Microsoft Teams on March 4, 2026.
The meeting was convened at 8:30 a.m. Attendance was taken by roll call.

Cynthia Arpin moved to add the Notice of Withdrawal of Statement of Charges related to Anna M. Valente,
RN, Petition No. 2024-1532 and a Modification Consent Order related to Alexa M. Paola, RN, Petition No.
2023-1673 to the meeting agenda. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was approved
unanimously.

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 18, 2026, REGULAR MEETING

The draft minutes of the February 18, 2026 meeting were reviewed. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the
minutes. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. Lisa Freeman, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and
Dianthus Whittley abstained. The motion was approved.

UPDATE ON PENDING LEGISLATION
Kim Sandor, Executive Director of the Connecticut Nurses Association, provided a brief overview of the
Association’s work in nursing policy and advocacy across the state. Kim provided an update on legislative
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matters affecting nursing and highlighted several proposed bills related to workers compensation and
workplace violence protections, education funding, licensure fees, and legislation under consideration
concerning consent orders and unlicensed practice.

FOIA COMMUNICATION REFRESHER

Legal Counsel Julianne Avallone provided a brief refresher on the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
communication requirements for board members. Attorney Avallone encouraged members to reach out to
DPH staff for guidance if questions arise or clarification is needed.

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION
Samantha Williams, RN, Petition No. 2025-296. The Department withdrew its submission of this agenda
item.

NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL OF STATEMENT OF CHARGES

Takeya Bobo, RN, Petition No. 2025-279. Attorney Ellen Costello was present and represented the
Respondent. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department and provided notice to the Board
that the Statement of Charges has been withdrawn.

Yma Burke-Tomlinson, RN, Petition No. 2025-234. Staff Attorney Julienne Cutaia represented the
Department and provided notice to the Board that the Statement of Charges has been withdrawn, as the
Respondent voluntarily surrendered her license.

Anna M. Valente, RN, Petition No. 2024-1532. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department
and provided notice to the Board that the Statement of Charges has been withdrawn as the Respondent’s
license has lapsed and no longer possesses a registered nurse license. The Department reserves the right
to reopen this matter if the Respondent attempts reinstatement.

CONSENT ORDERS

Christina L. Perullo, LPN, Petition No. 2023-910. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department.
Attorney Richard Brown was present and represented the Respondent. Mary Dietmann moved to approve
the Consent Order. Diane Whittley seconded the motion. The motion was denied through unanimous vote.

Carol A. Nati, APRN, Petition No. 2019-789. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department.
Attorney Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt was present and represented the Respondent. Lisa Freeman moved
to approve the Consent Order. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion was denied
with a 7-1 vote.

MOTION TO MODIFY MEMORANDUM OF DECISION

Jennifer Schad, RN, Petition No. 2025-1008. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. The
Respondent was present and represented by Attorney Ciarra J. Loftstrom. The Department requested that
the Memorandum of Decision be corrected to include employer reports and monitoring consistent with the
Board’s request to extend the terms of the Consent Order. Additionally, the Memorandum of Decision
references Attachment A, which was not included. Attorney Loftstrom had no objections. Cindy moved to
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accept the Department’s Motion to Modify Memorandum of Decision. Mary Dietmann seconded the
motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Dianthus Whittley was not present for the vote.

MODIFICATION OF CONSENT ORDER

Alexa M. Paola, RN, Petition No. 2023-1673. Staff Attorney Julienne Cutaia represented the Department.
The Respondent was present and represented by Attorney Virginia Gillette. Lisa Freeman moved to accept
the Modification of Consent Order. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved
unanimously. Dianthus Whittley was not present for the vote.

SCHOOL BUSINESS
Goodwin University
e Quarterly Report—LPN Program

Vivienne Friday, Dean of Nursing and Health Professions appeared on behalf of Goodwin University
and presented the quarterly report. No action was taken.
e Qualifications Review - LPN Program Administrator (Kimberly Connolly)

Vivienne Friday, Dean of Nursing and Health Professions appeared on behalf of Goodwin University
and presented the qualifications of Kimberly Connolly. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve Kimberly
Connolly as the Program Administrator for the LPN program at Goodwin University. Camilly Payne
seconded the motion. The motion was denied through unanimous vote. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez
and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Chair Gina Reiners opened the floor for public comment and noted that comments are intended to be brief
and informational, and that the Board does not engage in discussion during this portion of the meeting.
e Sharon Gauthier addressed the Board and expressed concerns regarding prior disciplinary actions
related to her nursing license.
e Attorney Aggie Cahill addressed the Board regarding difficulties her client has encountered in
attempting to enroll in the ReNurse Academy program to satisfy obligations under a Memorandum
of Decision issued by the Board.

ADJOURNMENT
Salvatore Diaz made a motion to adjourn. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion.
The meeting adjourned at 10:54 a.m.
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