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CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

January 21, 2026 
 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Gina Reiners, Chairperson, PhD, APRN, PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC 
Cynthia Arpin, RN Member, EdD, MSN, RN 
Salvatore Diaz, RN Member, DNP, MSN, RN 
Mary Dietmann, RN Member, EdD, APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE 
Camille Payne, APRN Member, MPH, MSN, APRN, DNP 
Dianthus Whittley, LPN Member, LPN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Lisa Freeman, Public Member, BA 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, RN Member, DNP, MSN, MPH, RN 
 
DPH STAFF PRESENT: 
Aden Baume 
Charai Bellini 
Julienne Cutaia 
Dana Dalton 
Paula DelGrego 
Inna Erlikh 
Brett Karpuska 
Luis Maldonado 
Maria Mayer 
Mary Beth Mendes 

Sara Montauti 
Laura Morris 
Anthony Nanni 
Joelle Newton 
Stacy Schulman 
Lavita Sookram 
Helen Smith 
Gillian VanderVliet 

 
A regular meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing was held via Microsoft Teams on January 21, 2026. 
The meeting was convened at 8:36 a.m. Attendance was taken by roll call. 
 
MINUTES OF DECEMBER 17, 2025, REGULAR MEETING  
The draft minutes of the December 17, 2025 meeting were reviewed. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the 
minutes. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Lisa Freeman, 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

• CCNW Quarterly Presentations.  
Chair Gina Reiners provided information on the Connecticut Center for Nursing Workforce (CCNW) 
quarterly presentations which are intended to provide educational outreach to the nursing 
community. Gina will be presenting for a remote session offering a general overview of the Nursing 
Board and its purpose. She invited Board members to consider voluntary participation in future 
sessions. No action was taken. 
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• Committees for Nursing Regulations 
Chair Gina Reiners reported that she will meet with legal counsel to clarify the process for Board 
involvement in nursing regulatory matters and committee structure. She noted the need for a 
refresher on applicable procedures and expressed interest in obtaining guidance or training for the 
Board. No action was taken. 
 

• Hearing review/designation 
At this time the Board reviews matters and designates proposed decision assignments to a hearing 
officer or board panel. Chair Gina Reiners opened the floor for discussion of a pending matter.  Mary 
Dietmann moved that the matter of Melanie L. Gambos, RN, Petition No. 2025-185 be designated to 
a hearing officer. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. Lisa 
Freeman, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Alexa M. Paola, RN, Petition No. 2025-1673. Staff Attorney Julienne Cutaia represented the Department. 
Respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department's Motion for Summary 
Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public health and 
safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing, and moved to designate the matter to a hearing officer. 
Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. Lisa Freeman, Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
Newskinson Jeudy, RN, Petition No. 2025-622. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. 
Respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department's Motion for Summary 
Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public health and 
safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing, and moved to designate the matter to a hearing officer. 
Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. Lisa Freeman, Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote.  
 
Ralph F. Hirschfeld, RN, APRN, Petition No. 2024-1191, 2024-1359, 2024-1496, 2025-1450. Staff Attorney 
Julienne Cutaia represented the Department. Respondent was present with his counsel, Tracy Guamieri, 
Esq. and Dena Castricone, Esq. Attorney Castricone represented the Respondent. Cynthia Arpin moved to 
grant the Department's Motion for Summary Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and 
immediate danger to the public health and safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing, and moved 
to designate the matter to a panel. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
Lisa Freeman, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 

 
MOTION TO AMEND STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Michael Borrelli, LPN, Petition No. 2025-213. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. The 
Respondent was not present. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the Amended Statement of Charges. 
Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion.The motion passed unanimously. Lisa Freeman, Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
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NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL OF STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Emily G. Annatone, RN, Petition No. 2025-980. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department 
and provided notice to the Board that the Statement of Charges have been withdrawn as the Respondent 
has passed away. No votes were taken. 
 
Kelicia R. Davis, RN, Petition No. 2025-628. Staff Attorney, Anthony Nanni represented the Department and 
provided notice to the Board that the Statement of Charges have been withdrawn as the Respondent 
voluntarily surrendered her license. No action was taken.   
 
Victoria Owusu, RN, Petition No. 2025-283. Staff Attorney, Julienne Cutaia represented the Department and 
provided notice to the Board that the Statement of Charges have been withdrawn as the Respondent 
voluntarily surrendered her license. No action was taken.   
 
Tynesha Pridgen, RN, Petition No. 2025-327. Staff Attorney, Anthony Nanni represented the Department 
and provided notice to the Board that the Statement of Charges have been withdrawn as the Respondent 
voluntarily surrendered her license. No action was taken.  
 
PROPOSED MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Ian O. Lindsay, RN, Petition No. 2023-173. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Proposed Memorandum of 
Decision for revocation. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Lisa 
Freeman, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
Samuel A. Haddy, RN, Petition No. 2025-1110. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. 
Oral argument was presented by the Respondent and the Department. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the 
proposed Memorandum of Decision for revocation. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved unanimously. Lisa Freeman and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote.  
 
Tammy Piccirillo, LPN, Petition No. 2025-849. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the Department. 
Repsondent was not present. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the proposed Memorandum of Decision for 
revocation. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Lisa Freeman and 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote.  
 
Angel Predzimirski, RN, Petition No. 2025-740. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. 
Repsondent was present. Oral argument was presented by the Respondent and the Department. Cynthia 
Arpin moved to approve the proposed Memorandum of Decision for revocation. Mary Dietmann seconded 
the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Lisa Freeman and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not 
present for the vote.  
 
CONSENT ORDER 
Caitlin Palmer, RN, Petition No. 2025-358. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. The 
Respondent was present. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the Consent Order. Dianthus Whittley seconded 
the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Lisa Freeman and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not 
present for the vote.  
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Ogechi C. Eneh, RN, Petition No. 2024-1128. Staff Attorney Julienne Cutaia represented the Department. 
Neither the Respondent nor their counsel, Ronald S. Johnson, Esq., were present. Cynthia Arpin moved to 
approve the Consent Order. Dianthus Whittley seconded the motion. The motion was approved 
unanimously. Lisa Freeman and Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote.  
 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
Southern CT State University 
Appointment of Dr. Andrea Adimando, DNP, MSN, PMHNP-BC, BCIM, CNE as the new Chairperson of the 
School of Nursing  

• Michele L. Vancour, Interim Dean of the College of Health and Human Services, presented Dr. 
Adimando. Also present was Maria Krol, outgoing chairperson and the new Interim Executive 
Director of Healthcare Programs.  
 

Salvatore Diaz moved to appoint Dr. Andrea Adimando, DNP, MSN, PMHNP-BC, BCIM, CNE as the 
new Chairperson of the School of Nursing. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved unanimously. Lisa Freeman, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez and Dianthus Whittley were not 
present for the vote. 
 

Lincoln Technical Institute 
Faculty Waiver Request for Erica Atchison, BSN, RN 

• Temporary Waiver Request for Erica Atchison, MSN candidate. Patricia Delucia, Dean of Nursing, 
and Ruth-Sarah Mazzaferro, Director of Nursing were present for Lincoln Technical Institute. Cynthia 
Arpin moved to approve a temporary faculty waiver (six months) allowing Mrs. Atchison to continue 
teaching while completing her MSN. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved 
unanimously. Lisa Freeman, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez and Dianthus Whittley were not present for 
the vote. 
 

Sacred Heart University 
ASN Program Accreditation 

• Prof. Tammey Dickerson presented for Sacred Heart University. Tammey provided an update 
regarding the transfer of the associate's degree program at Davis and Henley College of Nursing. 
Chair Gina Reiners thanked Tammey. No action was taken.  

 
University of Connecticut School of Nursing  
Name Change BSN Program Accreditation 

• Dean Victoria Dickson, the School of Nursing Dean and Associate Dean Annette Maruca presented 
for the University of Connecticut School of Nursing. Dean Dickson provided an update on their 
accreditation and shared that the Commission of Collegiate Nursing Education has granted the 
school a 10-year accreditation for our baccalaureate degree in nursing. She also shared that the 
University of Connecticut Board of trustees passed a resolution to rename the School of Nursing, 
the Elizabeth DeLuca School of Nursing. Chair Gina Reiners thanked Tammey. No action was taken.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Salvatore Diaz made a motion to adjourn. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion.  
The meeting adjourned at 11:09 a.m. 


