
 
CALL TO ORDER 8:30 a.m. 
 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
DATE: September 17, 2025 
TIME: 8:30 a.m. 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 
 

The following minutes are draft minutes which are subject to revision,  
and which have not yet been adopted by the Board. 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

 
Name 

 
Member Present 

(Y/N)  DPH STAFF Present 
(Y/N) 

Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, 
PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC, 
Chairperson 

RN 
Member Y 

 
Ryan Burns Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, MSN, RN RN 
Member Y  Joelle Newton Y 

Salvatore Diaz, DNP, MSN, RN RN 
Member Y  Linda Fazzina Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, RN, 
ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member Y  Aden Baume Y 

Lisa Freeman, BA Public 
Member Y  Stacy Shculman Y 

Camille Payne, MPH, MSN, 
APRN, DNP 

APRN 
Member Y  Julienne Cutaia Y 

Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, 
DNP, MSN, MPH, RN 

RN 
Member N  Brett Karpuska Y 

Dianthus Whittley, LPN LPN 
Member N  Dana Dalton Y 

    Susanne Cammarata Y 
    Inna Erlikh Y 
    Helen Smith Y 
    Laura Morris Y 
    Lavita Sookram Y 
    Laurie Falaro Y 
    Leslie Greer Y 
    Luis Maldonado Y 
    Judith Bailey Y 
    Patricia Calderone Y 
    Meghan Christina Y 

 



 
A regular meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing was held via Microsoft Teams on September 17, 
2025. The meeting was convened at 8:30 a.m. Attendance was taken by roll call. 
 
Cynthia Aprin moved to add the Memorandum of Decision, related to Katie Ann Martin, LPN, Petition No. 
2025-56, to the meeting agenda. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved 
unanimously. Mary Dietmann, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the 
vote. 
 
Salvatore Diaz moved to add to the agenda discussion of meeting schedules. Cynthia Arpin seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez and Dianthus Whittley were 
not present for the vote. 
 
MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2025, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the September 3, 2025, meeting were reviewed. Lisa Freeman moved to approve the 
minutes. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Mary Dietmann, 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

• Review of Hearings. DPH Legal Director briefly explained the new process for hearings after a 
legislative change that permitted Board of Examiners for Nursing hearings to be heard before 
hearing officers and board panels. The Board was presented with a list of upcoming hearings that 
outlined the proposed decision assignments, designating either a hearing officer or board panel. 
No votes were taken. 

 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
CT State Community College, Norwalk 

• Feasibility Study & Curriculum. Karen Hynick, Acting Provost and Vice President of Academic 
Affairs, Student Affairs and Workforce Innovation and Ezechiel Dominique, Academic Division 
Director of Nursing and Allied Health appeared on behalf of CT State Community College, 
Norwalk, and presented the details of the feasibility study and curriculum for the PN Program.  
 

Camille Payne moved to accept the feasibility study and the proposed curriculum as submitted. 
Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. Cynthia Arpin abstained. The motion was approved 
unanimously. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote.  
 

• Qualification Review. Ezechiel Dominique appeared on behalf of CT State Community College, 
Norwalk and presented his qualifications. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve Ezechiel Dominique 
as Director of the Practical Nursing Program. Camille Payne seconded the motion. Cynthia Arpin 
abstained. The motion was approved unanimously. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez and Dianthus 
Whittley were not present for the vote.  
 

Fairfield University 
• Qualification Review. Patricia Simino Boyce and Karen Burrows, Associate Dean of Undergraduate 

Studies, appeared on behalf of Fairfield University. Patricia Simino Boyce presented her 
qualifications. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve Patricia Simino Boyce as Dean of Egan School of 
Medicine. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote.  
 



 
Bridgeport University 
• Corrective Action Plan. Linda Wagner, Executive Director, Kierstyn Hunter, Interim Provost, 

Michael Ciolfi, Dean of the College of Health Sciences, Melissa Quinlan, Vice President for 
Institutional Effectiveness and Attorney DeCrescenzo appeared on behalf of the University of 
Bridgeport. Linda Wagner presented the details of the corrective action plan for the ABSN 
program.  
 

Cynthia Arpin moved to accept the University of Bridgeport’s Corrective Action Plan for the ABSN 
program. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. Salvatore Diaz recused himself. The motion passed 
unanimously. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 

 

• Response to Anonymous Letter. The Department received an anonymous letter which was 
provided to the University of Bridgeport. The University of Bridgeport provided the Board a 
Response to the Anonymous Letter. Deputy Legal Director Ryan Burns made a recommendation to 
allow the Department to proceed through the normal investigative process with any necessary 
actions pursued and reported back to the Board. The Board acknowledged the recommendation 
and clarification that the Department of Public Health will handle any follow-up as appropriate. 

 
Eastern Connecticut State University. 

• New Sim Center at Windham Hospital. Susanne Cammerata, DPH Nurse Consultant for the 
Health Care Quality and Safety Branch provided the Board with an update regarding the New Sim 
Center at Windham Hospital. Christina Nadeau, Director of Clinical Education, Health, Science, 
and Nursing appeared on behalf of the Eastern Connecticut State University. No votes were taken. 

 
MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION  
Olga G. Rene, RN, Petition No. 2025-608. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. The 
Respondent was present. Cynthia Arpin moved to grant the Department's Motion for Summary 
Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public health and 
safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved unanimously. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the 
vote. 
 
Tammy Piccirillo, LPN, Petition No. 2025-849. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. Cynthia Arpin moved to grant the Department's Motion for Summary 
Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public health and  
safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved unanimously. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the 
vote. 
 
PREHEARING REVIEW 
Henrietta P. Tracy, RN, Petition No. 2024-480. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. After consideration of Attorney Newton’s presentation of evidence, the 
Board discussed possible remedies for the alleged violation. No votes were taken. 
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Katie Ann Martins, LPN, Petition No. 2025-56. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present.  
 



 
Mary Dietmann moved to accept the Department’s Request for Revisions to the draft Memorandum of 
Decision. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 

Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Memorandum of Decision with modifications. Lisa Freeman 
seconded the motion. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
HEARINGS 
Yesenia Cruz, RN, Petition No. 2025-932. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina appeared for the Department. The 
Respondent was present and represented herself.  
 

Cynthia Aprin moved to deny the Respondent’s request to enter new evidence for the record. Mary 
Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez and 
Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote.  
 

Cynthia Arpin moved to deem the allegations in the Statement of Charges admitted, the Board finds all 
charges are proven true. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 

For remedy, Cynthia Arpin made a motion for revocation. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. Camille 
Payne abstained. The motion was approved unanimously. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez and Dianthus 
Whittley were not present for the vote.  
 
DISCUSSION OF MEETING SCHEDULES 
The Board discussed the possibility of changing the meeting schedule from twice a month to once a 
month. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Salvatore Diaz made a motion to adjourn. Lisa seconded the motion.  
The meeting adjourned at 12:29 p.m. 


