
CALL TO ORDER 8:34 a.m. 
 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
DATE: July 16, 2025 
TIME: 8:30 a.m. 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

 
Name 

 
Member Present 

(Y/N)  AAG/DPH STAFF Present 
(Y/N) 

Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, 
PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC, 
Chairperson 

RN 
Member Y 

 
Ryan Burns, DPH Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, MSN, RN RN 
Member N  Joelle Newton, DPH Y 

Salvatore Diaz, DNP, MSN, RN RN 
Member Y  Linda Fazzina, DPH Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, RN, 
ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member Y  Aden Baume, DPH Y 

Lisa Freeman, BA Public 
Member Y  Julienne Cutaia, DPH Y 

Camille Payne, MPH, MSN, 
APRN, DNP 

APRN 
Member Y  Anthony Nanni, DPH Y 

Alexcis Rivera, BSN, RN, LPN LPN 
Member N  Chris Andreson, DPH Y 

Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, 
DNP, MSN, MPH, RN 

RN 
Member N  Brett Karpuska, DPH Y 

Dianthus Whittley, LPN LPN 
Member N  Patricia Calderone, DPH Y 

    Dana Dalton, DPH Y 
    Susanne Cammarata, DPH Y 
    Inna Erlikh, DPH Y 
    Helen Smith, DPH Y 
    Lavita Sookram, DPH Y 
    Charai Bellini, DPH Y 
    Laura Morris, DPH Y 
    Leslie Greer, DPH Y 
    Sean Seepersad, DPH Y 
    Ursula Wiebusch, DPH Y 
    Luis Maldonado, DPH Y 
    Gillian VanderVliet, DPH Y 
    Laurie Falaro, DPH Y 
    Sara Montauti, DPH Y 



    Lisa Yu, DPH Y 
 
A regular meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing was held via Microsoft Teams on July 16, 2025. 
The meeting was convened at 8:31 a.m. Attendance was taken by roll call. 
 
Lisa Freeman moved to add the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension, related to Yesenia Cruz, 
RN, Petition No. 2025-932, to the meeting agenda. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved unanimously by acclimation. No objections were raised. Cynthia Arpin, Alexcis Rivera, 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
MINUTES OF JUNE 18, 2025, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the June 18, 2025, meeting were reviewed. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the 
minutes. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Cynthia Arpin, 
Alexcis Rivera, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote.  
 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
University of Connecticut 

• Curriculum Change. Jean Sheerin Coffey, Director of Prelicensure Programs, Elizabeth Mayerson, 
Chief Architect of the proposal, Victoria Vaughan Dixon, Dean of Nursing, and Annette Maruca, 
Associate Dean of Nursing appeared for the UCONN School of Nursing.  
Mary Dietmann moved to approve the proposed curriculum change and resequencing for the 
Nursing CEIN/BS program as presented. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved unanimously. Cynthia Arpin, Alexcis Rivera, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and Dianthus 
Whittley were not present for the vote. 

 

Mitchell College 
• Change to first year Psychology requirement. Martha Kershaw, Director of Nursing appeared on 

behalf of Mitchell College. The Board did not feel that this was a major curriculum change. No 
votes were taken. 
Curriculum Change. Martha Kershaw, Director of Nursing appeared on behalf of Mitchell College. 
Mary Dietmann moved to approve the proposed curriculum change to the BSN program as 
presented. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Cynthia 
Arpin, Alexcis Rivera, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the 
vote. 

 

CT State Community College Three Rivers 
• Temporary Waiver Request. Kem Barfield, Dean of Students and Faculty appeared on behalf of CT 

State Community College Three Rivers and presented the Temporary Waiver Request. Mary 
Dietmann moved to approve the Temporary Waiver for Kaitlin Keller, RN, until December 31, 2025. 
Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Cynthia Arpin, 
Alexcis Rivera, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 

 
 

Porter and Chester Institute 
• Closure of Bridgeport Campus. Sherry Greifzu, Interim Director of Practical Nursing, Julie Trzaski, 

Assistant Director, and Attorney Eric Del Pozo appeared on behalf of Porter and Chester Institute. 
On June 27, 2025, Porter and Chester notified DPH of their decision to voluntarily close the 
Bridgeport Day and Evening LPN programs. Sherry Greifzu provided the Board with a brief outline 
of their Teach-out plans. 
 



Mary Dietmann moved to cancel the July 29, 2025 removal hearings for Porter and Chester 
Institute, Bridgeport Day and Evening Programs and continue the hearing to be determined at a 
later date. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Cynthia 
Arpin, Alexcis Rivera, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the 
vote. 

 

• The Board requested that Porter and Chester return to the August 20, 2025, meeting and present 
their Teach-out plan. The Board will then determine whether a removal hearing is necessary. 
Porter and Chester is also expected to report on their Waterbury and Hamden programs and it was 
requested that DPH perform another site visit prior to the meeting. 

 
The following agenda items were tabled and rescheduled for the August 20, 2025, meeting: 1) University 
of Bridgeport – Correcting Action Plan, 2) Goodwin University – ABSN program DPH site visit report and 
Plan of Correction, and 3) Albertus Magnus College – BSN program changes. 
 
MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION  
Khadine Kenesha Shields, RN, Petition No. 2025-293. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the 
Department. The Respondent was present. Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department's Motion for 
Summary Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public 
health and safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved unanimously. Cynthia Arpin, Alexcis Rivera, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and 
Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
Tynesha Pridgen, RN, Petition No. 2025-327. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department's Motion for Summary 
Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public health and  
safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved unanimously. Cynthia Arpin, Alexcis Rivera, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and Dianthus Whittley 
were not present for the vote. 
 
Sheryl Charlton, RN, 2025-237. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. The 
Respondent was not present. Lisa Freeman moved to grant the Department's Motion for Summary 
Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public health and  
safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Camille Payne seconded the motion. Cynthia Arpin, 
Alexcis Rivera, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
Yesenia Cruz, RN, Petition No. 2025-932. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the Department. The 
Respondent was present. Lisa Freeman moved to grant the Department's Motion for Summary 
Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public health and  
safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved unanimously. Cynthia Arpin, Alexcis Rivera, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and Dianthus 
Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
CONSENT ORDERS  
Collins N. Ihunnia, RN, Petition No. 2024-1520. Staff Attorney Julienne Cutaia represented the  
Department. The Respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Consent Order.  
Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Cynthia Arpin, Alexcis 
Rivera, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 



Jasmine M. Lodge, RN, Petition No. 2024-939. Staff Attorney Julienne Cutaia represented the  
Department. The Respondent was not present. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the Consent Order. Lisa 
Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Cynthia Arpin, Alexcis Rivera, 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
Cristina Sinisgalli, RN, Petition No. 2023-1521. Staff Attorney Julienne Cutaia represented the  
Department. The Respondent was present. Attorney Adam Maiocco appeared on behalf of the 
Respondent. Salvatore Diaz moved to deny the Consent Order. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved unanimously. Cynthia Arpin, Alexcis Rivera, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and 
Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
Justin W. Branham, RN, APRN, Petition No. 2024-36. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the 
Department. The Respondent was not present. Attorney Richard Brown appeared on behalf of the 
Respondent. Mary Dietmann moved to deny the Consent Order. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved through a unanimous vote. Cynthia Arpin, Alexcis Rivera, Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Kellena N. Beckford, RN, Petition No. 2024-1608. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Memorandum of 
Decision. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez was not present for the vote. Cynthia Arpin, Alexcis Rivera, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and 
Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
HEARINGS 
Karla A. Davila, LPN, Petition No. 2022-566. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the Department. 
The Respondent was not present.  
 

The Board and Department Exhibits were entered for the record.  
 

Salvatore Diaz moved to grant the Department’s Motion to Deem Allegations Admitted. Lisa Freeman 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Cynthia Arpin, Alexcis Rivera, Elizabeth 
Rivera-Rodriguez, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 

For remedy, Salvatore Diaz made a motion for revocation. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved unanimously. Cynthia Arpin, Alexcis Rivera, Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, and 
Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 12:09 p.m. 


