
CALL TO ORDER 8:34 a.m. 
 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
DATE: June 18, 2025 
TIME: 8:30 a.m. 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

 
Name 

 
Member Present 

(Y/N)  AAG/DPH STAFF Present 
(Y/N) 

Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, 
PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC, 
Chairperson 

RN 
Member Y 

 
Elizabeth Bannon, AAG Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, MSN, RN RN 
Member N  Alina Bricklin-Goldstein, AAG Y 

Salvatore Diaz, DNP, MSN, RN RN 
Member Y  Ryan Burns, DPH Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, RN, 
ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member Y  Aden Baume, DPH Y 

Lisa Freeman, BA Public 
Member Y  Julienne Cutaia, DPH Y 

Camille Payne, MPH, MSN, 
APRN, DNP 

APRN 
Member N  Anthony Nanni, DPH Y 

Alexcis Rivera, BSN, RN, LPN LPN 
Member N  Chris Andreson, DPH Y 

Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, 
DNP, MSN, MPH, RN 

RN 
Member Y  Joelle Newton, DPH Y 

Dianthus Whittley, LPN LPN 
Member Y  Brett Karpuska, DPH Y 

    Inna Erlikh, DPH Y 
    Helen Smith, DPH Y 
    Lavita Sookram, DPH Y 
    Charai Bellini, DPH Y 
    Olive Tronchin, DPH Y 
    Laura Morris, DPH Y 
    Luis Maldonado, DPH Y 
    Gillian VanderVliet, DPH Y 
    Laurie Falaro, DPH Y 
    Sarah Montauti, DPH Y 

 
A regular meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing was held via Microsoft Teams on June 18, 2025. 
The meeting was convened at 8:34 a.m. Attendance was taken by roll call. 
 



Mary Dietmann moved to add the Department’s Notice of Withdrawal of Statement of Charges, related to 
Althea McLean, RN, Petition No. 2023-1319, to the meeting agenda. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. 
The motion was approved unanimously by acclimation. No objections were raised. Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez was not present for the vote.  
 
MINUTES OF JUNE 4, 2025, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the June 4, 2025, meeting were reviewed. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the 
minutes. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez was not present for the vote. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 
Communication from former Connecticut State Community College student 
The Board received a complaint from a former Connecticut State Community College student expressing 
concerns about the HIV/AIDS curriculum. Chairwoman Gina Reiners clarified that the Board does not 
have oversight of specific curricular content within academic institutions. No votes were taken.  
 
CCNW UPDATES 
2024 CT Annual Nursing Education Survey Results 
Tina Loarte-Rodriguez, Executive Director, presented the 2024 CT Annual Nursing Education Survey 
Results on behalf of The Connecticut Center for Nursing Workforce (CCNW). No votes were taken. 
 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
Goodwin University – 4th Quarterly Report 
Karyn Therrien, LPN Program Director and Vivienne Friday, Dean of Nursing and Health Professions 
appeared on behalf of Goodwin University. Karyn Therrien presented the 4th Quarterly Report. No votes 
were taken. 
 
Porter and Chester Institute (PCI), Bridgeport Campus – Site Visit 
Sherry Greifzu, Interim Director of Practical Nursing, Julie Trzaski, Assistant Director, and Attorney Mark 
Ostrowski appeared on behalf of Porter and Chester Institute. 
 

Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant for the Department of Public Health reported that the Department 
conducted an on-site visit to the Porter and Chester Institute’s Bridgeport Campus and presented 
findings from the visit, focusing on specific criteria established by the Board of Examiners for Nursing. 
 

The Board expressed concern about the timing of planned hearings concerning the Porter and Chester 
Institute programs and determined that the matter warranted an earlier hearing. Mary Dietmann made a 
motion to schedule a special meeting to conduct the removal hearings during the weeks of July 21 and 
July 28, 2025. The motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and approved unanimously. Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez was not present for the vote. 
 
NOTICE OF WITHDRAW OF STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Althea McLean, RN, Petition No. 2023-1319. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department 
and provided notice to the Board that the Statement of Charges have been withdrawn as the Respondent 
voluntarily surrendered her license. No votes were taken. 
 
MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION  
Angel Predzimirski RN, Petition No. 2025-740. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. 
The Respondent was present. Lisa Freeman moved to grant the Department's Motion for Summary 
Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public health and  



safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Dianthus Whittley seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved unanimously. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez was not present for the vote. 
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Kristen J. Phillips, LPN, Petition No. 2023-648. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Memorandum of 
Decision. Dianthus Whittley seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Elizabeth 
Rivera-Rodriguez was not present for the vote. 
 
Taylor R. Culmone, RN, Petition No. 2025-307. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Memorandum of 
Decision. Dianthus Whittley seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Elizabeth 
Rivera-Rodriguez was not present for the vote. 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 11:25 a.m. 


