
CALL TO ORDER 8:31 a.m. 
 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
DATE: April 16, 2025 
TIME: 8:30 a.m. 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

 
Name 

 
Member Present 

(Y/N)  AAG/DPH STAFF Present 
(Y/N) 

Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, 
PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC, 
Chairperson 

RN 
Member Y 

 
Elizabeth Bannon, AAG Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, MSN, RN RN 
Member Y  Alina Bricklin-Goldstein, AAG Y 

Salvatore Diaz, DNP, MSN, RN RN 
Member Y  Ryan Burns, DPH Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, RN, 
ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member Y  Linda Fazzina, DPH Y 

Lisa Freeman, BA Public 
Member Y  Joelle Newton, DPH Y 

Camille Payne, MPH, MSN, 
APRN, DNP 

APRN 
Member Y  Anthony Nanni, DPH Y 

Alexcis Rivera, BSN, RN, LPN LPN 
Member N  Julienne Cutaia, DPH Y 

Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, 
DNP, MSN, MPH, RN 

RN 
Member Y  Brett Moody, DPH Y 

Dianthus Whittley, LPN LPN 
Member Y  Chris Andreson, DPH Y 

    Lavita Sookram, DPH Y 
    Charai Bellini, DPH Y 
    Lisa Yu, DPH Y 
    Inna Erlikh, DPH Y 
    Dana Dalton, DPH Y 
    Luis Maldonado, DPH Y 
    Leslie Greer, DPH Y 
    Laura Morris, DPH Y 
    Susanne Cammarata, DPH Y 
    Judith Bailey, DPH Y 
    Laurie Falaro, DPH Y 
    Glendaly Garcia, DPH Y 
    Francesca Testa, DPH Y 
    Olive Tronchin, DPH Y 
    Lisa Yu, DPH Y 

 



A regular meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing was held via Microsoft Teams on April 16, 2025. 
The meeting was convened at 8:31 a.m. Attendance was taken by roll call. 
 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez moved to add the Motion to Withdraw the Department’s Motion for Summary 
Suspension and Statement of Charges, related to Chiome Celestina Ihezie, RN, Petition No. 2023-1013, 
to the meeting agenda.  
 
MINUTES OF APRIL 2, 2025, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the April 2, 2025, meeting were reviewed. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve  
the minutes. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.  
 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
CT State Community College, Quinebaug Valley – Revision to the Practical Nursing Program. 
Kimberly Griffiths, Academic Director of Nursing and Allied Health and Mac Griswold, Dean of Students 
and Faculty, appeared on behalf of CT State Community College, Quinebaug Valley. The curriculum itself 
will remain unchanged at 50-weeks of instruction, while the overall program length will be extended from 
52-weeks to a 60-week period. No votes were taken. 
 
Eastern Connecticut State University – Curriculum Change.  
Christina Nadeau, Director of Clinical Education, Nursing Program, Health Science and Nursing, 
appeared on behalf of Eastern Connecticut State University. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the 
proposed curriculum changes as submitted, with the revision of the organizational chart. Cynthia Arpin 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Goodwin University 

• Clarification regarding proposed Waterbury instructional site for Practical Nursing Program. 
Melissa Quinlan, Vice President for Institutional Effectiveness, appeared on behalf of Goodwin 
University and requested clarification regarding the feasibility study related to the proposed 
Waterbury instructional site. Salvatore Diaz recused himself. No votes were taken. 

• Review of Program Administrator Qualifications and Appointment (Heather Massicotte).  
Vivienne Friday, Dean of Nursing and Health Professions appeared on behalf of Goodwin 
University and reviewed the qualifications and the appointment of Heather Massicotte. Mary 
Dietmann moved to approve Heather Massicotte as the Director of the Undergraduate Nursing 
Program (ADN and BSN) at the School of Nursing and Health Professions. Cynthia Arpin seconded 
the motion. Salvatore Diaz recused himself. The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
Mitchell College 

• Consideration of curriculum changes presented at the March 19, 2025, BOEN meeting.  
Martha Kershaw, Director of Nursing, appeared on behalf of Mitchell College. Mary Dietmann 
moved to approve the curriculum changes as presented at the March 19, 2025, meeting. Salvatore 
Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 

• Request to change the BSN program from secondary entry to direct entry.  
Martha Kershaw, Director of Nursing, appeared on behalf of Mitchell College and presented 
details of the requested changes. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the BSN program changes 
from secondary entry to direct entry. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved unanimously. 

 
 



Porter and Chester Institute (PCI), Bridgeport Campus, Day Group – 2nd Quarterly Report.  
Sherry Greifzu, Interim Director of Practical Nursing and Julie Trzaski, Assistant Director, appeared on 
behalf of Porter and Chester Institute and presented the 2nd Quarterly Report. As a result of the report, the 
Board requested that DPH do an on-site visit. No votes were taken. 
 
MOTION TO WITHDRAW THE DEPARTMENT’S MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION AND 
STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Chioma Celestina Ihezie, RN, Petition No. 2023-1013. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the  
Department and informed the Board that the Respondent voluntarily surrendered her license. The 
Respondent was present. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez moved to grant the Motion to Withdraw the 
Department's Motion for Summary Suspension and Statement of Charges. Cynthia Arpin seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Lisa Freeman was not present for the vote. 
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Alexandra Kavanagh, RN, Petition No. 2023-249. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the 
Department. Both the Respondent and Attorney Ellen Costello were present. Attorney Ellen Costello filed 
an Objection to the Memorandum of Decision. The Department submitted a Reply to the Respondent’s 
Objection. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Memorandum of Decision. Cynthia Arpin seconded the 
motion. Camille Payne abstained. The motion was approved unanimously. Lisa Freeman and Elizabeth 
Rivera-Rodriguez were not present for the vote. 
 
Jamie Pelletier, RN, Petition No. 2023-1062. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. 
Attorney Ellen Costello was present and represented the Respondent. The Department filed a Request to 
Modify Proposed Memorandum of Decision. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Memorandum of 
Decision and accept the Department’s requested modifications to paragraph 5 related to tolling 
language. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez was not present for the vote. 
 

Cynthia Arpin moved to vacate the Summary Suspension with the adaptation of the Memorandum of 
Decision. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Elizabeth 
Rivera-Rodriguez was not present for the vote. 
 
Liza Paulsen, RN, Petition No. 2019-1389. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Memorandum of 
Decision. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez was not present for the vote. 
 
Juliette A. Cole, RN, Petition No. 2024-657. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Memorandum of 
Decision. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez was not present for the vote. 
 
MOTIONS 
Emily K. Telensky, RN, Petition No. 2023-819. 

• Respondent’s Second Application for a More Definite and Detailed Statement of Charges. 
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the Department. Attorney Paul Spinella and the 
Department presented oral arguments regarding the Respondent’s Application for a More Definite 
and Detailed Statement of Charges. The Department filed an Objection to the Respondent’s 
Application for a More Definite and Detailed Statement of Charges.  
Mary Dietmann moved to deny the Respondent’s Application for a More Definite and Detailed 
Statement of Charges and to sustain the Department’s Objection to the Respondent’s Application 
for a More Definite and Detailed Statement of Charges. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The 



motion was approved unanimously. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez and Diane Whittley were not 
present for the vote. 

 
PRE-HEARING REVIEW 
Paul Edward Silvestri, RN, Petition No. 2024-89. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the 
Department. Attorney Ellen Costello was present and represented the Respondent. After consideration 
of Attorney Fazzina’s presentation of evidence, the Board made their recommendation. 
 
HEARINGS 
Kristen J. Phillips, LPN, Petition No. 2023-648. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. 
 

Following the close of the hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding. Cynthia Arpin made a motion to find 
that the Department of Public Health has met its burden of proof concerning each allegation (paragraphs 
1-13) of the Statement of Charges. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved 
unanimously. Camille Payne was not present for the vote. 
 

Cynthia Arpin moved that Respondent’s license should be revoked. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. 
The motion was approved unanimously. Camille Payne was not present for the vote. 
 
Taylor R. Culmone, RN, Petition No. 2025-307. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni appeared for the 
Department. The Respondent was present and represented herself.  
 

The Respondent gave an oral response to the Statement of Charges and both the Board and Department 
Exhibits were entered for the record.  
 

Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez made a motion, seconded by Cynthia Arpin, to enter executive session for the 
purpose of discussing confidential information. The motion was approved unanimously. Camille Payne 
and Salvatore Diaz were not present for the vote. The Board entered executive session at 1:37 p.m. All 
members of the Board (with the exception of Camille Payne and Salvatore Diaz), Assistant Attorney 
General Elizabeth Bannon, Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni, Taylor Culmone (Respondent), Lavita Sookram 
(witness) and Lisa Warner (court reporter), were present during executive session. Salvatore Diaz joined 
the session at 1:55 p.m. There were no votes taken during executive session. Public session resumed at 
2:15 p.m. 
 

Following the close of the hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding. Mary Dietmann made a motion to 
find that the Department of Public Health has met its burden of proof concerning each allegation 
(paragraphs 1-11) of the Statement of Charges. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. Salvatore Diaz 
abstained. The motion was approved unanimously. Camille Payne was not present for the vote. 
 

Mary Dietmann moved that Respondent’s license should be revoked. Cynthia Arpin seconded the 
motion. Lisa Freeman and Salvatore Diaz abstained. The motion was approved unanimously. Camille 
Payne was not present for the vote. 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Lisa Freeman made a motion to adjourn. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:58 p.m. 


