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CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

DECEMBER 17, 2025 
 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Gina Reiners, Chairperson, PhD, APRN, PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC 
Cynthia Arpin, RN Member, EdD, MSN, RN 
Salvatore Diaz, RN Member, DNP, MSN, RN 
Mary Dietmann, RN Member, EdD, APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE 
Lisa Freeman, Public Member, BA 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, RN Member, DNP, MSN, MPH, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Camille Payne, APRN Member, MPH, MSN, APRN, DNP 
Dianthus Whittley, LPN Member, LPN 
 
DPH STAFF PRESENT: 
Julianne Avallone 
Aden Baume 
Charai Bellini 
Julienne Cutaia 
Dana Dalton 
Brett Karpuska 
Luis Maldonado 

Sara Montauti 
Laura Morris 
Anthony Nanni 
Joelle Newton 
Stacy Schulman 
Lavita Sookram 
Gillian VanderVliet 

 
A regular meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing was held via Microsoft Teams on December 17, 
2025. The meeting was convened at 8:31 a.m. Attendance was taken by roll call. 
 
Cynthia Arpin moved to add the proposed memorandum of decision process to the agenda. Lisa Freeman 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously by voice vote. No objections were raised. 
Camille Payne and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 19, 2025, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the November 19, 2025 meeting were reviewed. Lisa Freeman moved to approve the 
minutes. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. Cynthia Arpin abstained. The motion was approved 
unanimously. Camille Payne and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
The draft minutes of the December 3, 2025 meeting were reviewed. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve the 
minutes. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Camille 
Payne and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
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CHAIR UPDATES 
• Discussion of substance abuse case hearing designations.  

Chair Gina Reiners provided clarification regarding case handling procedures specific to substance 
abuse matters. No action was taken. 
 

• Hearing review/designation. 
At this time the Board reviews matters and designates proposed decision assignments to a hearing 
officer or board panel. No action was taken. 
 

• Panel hearing schedule. 
Chair Gina Reiners reviewed the panel hearing schedule, noting that hearings are held at 1:00 p.m. 
on the first and third Wednesdays of each month. It was discussed that hearings on the third 
Wednesday could begin at 10:30 a.m. No action was taken. 
 

• Proposed memorandum of decision process. 
Chair Gina Reiners and counsel to the Board discussed the process of proposed Memorandum of 
Decisions (MOD). It was clarified that proposed MODs issued by hearing officers are reviewed by 
the Board, which has the final authority. Both parties must be given the opportunity to present their 
positions before the Board reaches a final decision. No action was taken. 

 
PROPOSED MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Jennifer Schad, RN, Petition No. 2025-1008.  
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. The Respondent was present and represented by 
Attorney Ciarra Lofstrom.  
 

Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the proposed MOD. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. Oral 
argument was presented by counsel for the Respondent and the Department. The motion was denied 
through unanimous vote. Camille Payne and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 

Lisa Freeman moved to vacate the existing Consent Order and to enter into a new three-year Consent Order 
including specified probationary terms requested by the Board, and lift the suspension ordered in the 
Interim Consent Order.  Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion passed with five votes 
in favor and one opposed (Salvatore Diaz). Camille Payne and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the 
vote. 
 

Salvatore Diaz moved to lift the suspension immediately. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion.  The motion 
was approved unanimously. Camille Payne and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL OF STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Susan Holland, RN, Petition No. 2025-326.  
Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department and provided notice to the Board that the 
Statement of Charges has been withdrawn, as the Respondent voluntarily surrendered her license. No 
action was taken. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Lisa Arpin made a motion to adjourn. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. 
The meeting adjourned at 10:04 a.m. 


