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CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

NOVEMBER 5, 2025 
 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Gina Reiners, Chairperson, PhD, APRN, PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC 
Cynthia Arpin, Acting Chair, RN Member, EdD, MSN, RN  
Salvatore Diaz, RN Member, DNP, MSN, RN 
Mary E. Dietmann, RN Member, EdD, RN, ACNS-BC, CNE 
Camille Payne, APRN Member, MPH, MSN, APRN, DNP 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, RN Member, DNP, MSN, MPH, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Lisa Freeman, Public Member, BA 
Dianthus Whittley, LPN Member, LPN 
 
DPH STAFF PRESENT: 
Chris Andresen 
Judith Bailey 
Aden Baume 
Charai Bellini 
Ryan Burns 
Susanne Cammarata 
Julienne Cutaia 
Dana Dalton 
Inna Erlikh 
Laurie Falaro 
Linda Fazzina 
Brett Karpuska  

Luis Maldonado 
Sara Montauti 
Laura Morris 
Anthony Nanni 
Joelle Newton 
Stacy Schulman 
Sean Seepersad 
Helen Smith 
Lavita Sookram 
Laura Tranfaglia 
Gillian Vandervliet 
Lisa Yu 

 
A regular meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing was held via Microsoft Teams on November 5, 2025. The 
meeting was convened at 8:31 a.m. Attendance was taken by roll call. 
 
Cynthia Aprin moved to add the Department’s Motion to Modify the Memorandum of Decision, related to Aja Dodwell, 
RN, Petition No. 2024-1607, to the meeting agenda. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved unanimously. Mary Dietmann, Lisa Freeman, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
MINUTES OF OCTOBER 15, 2025, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the October 15, 2025 meeting were reviewed. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the minutes. 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion was approved, with four votes in favor and one 
abstention (Gina Reiners). Mary Dietmann, Lisa Freeman, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
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CHAIR UPDATES 
• Proposed 2026 Meeting Schedule 

Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez moved to approve the proposed 2026 regular meeting dates, with the exception of 
August 19, 2026. Camille Payne seconded the motion. The motion was approved with five votes in favor and 
one abstention (Mary Dietmann). Lisa Freeman and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 

 

• Discussion of Panel Hearings 
Chair Gina Reiners provided an update on progress with the new panel hearing process, noting improved 
efficiency. Each panel consists of three members, with one serving as chair. Board Member Cynthia Arpin, 
who chaired the first panel hearing, encouraged participation and noted that DPH hearing officers will 
provide guidance and support throughout the process. No votes were taken. 

 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
Goodwin University 
Vivienne Friday, Dean of Nursing and Health Professions and Mary Salisbury, Assistant Dean of Nursing and Health 
Professions appeared on behalf of Goodwin University. 

• Report on Undergraduate Nursing Programs 
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant for DPH, presented on behalf of the Department. The Board reviewed 
Goodwin University’s report on its undergraduate nursing programs. Members discussed concerns regarding 
the use of virtual clinical components and agreed that while no action or vote was required at this time, the 
topic may warrant future discussion. The Board suggested adding this issue to a future agenda to consider 
potential regulatory clarification and ensure consistency across nursing programs statewide. No votes were 
taken. 
 

• Qualifications Review - Interim Program Director for Practical Nursing Program (Mary K. Salisbury, DNP, 
APRN, PMHNP_BC) 
Due to Chair Gina Reiners recusing herself from this item and the resulting loss of quorum, the agenda item 
was deferred and will be rescheduled for a future meeting. 

 
MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Jamie A. Pelletier, RN, Petition No. 2025-1464. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. The 
Respondent was present. Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department's Motion for Summary Suspension finding 
that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety if allowed to continue the 
practice of nursing. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez, Lisa Freeman, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Sheryl Charlton, RN, Petition No. 2025-237. The Respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the 
Memorandum of Decision. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Elizabeth 
Rivera-Rodriguez, Lisa Freeman, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
Emily K. Telensky, RN, Petition No. 2023-819.  The Respondent was present. On October 31, 2025, Ms. Telensky 
requested some typographical and technical changes be made to the memorandum. Cynthia Arpin moved to approve 
the Memorandum of Decision incorporating the proposed recommended changes requested by the respondent. 
Camille Payne seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, Lisa 
Freeman, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
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MOTION TO MODIFY THE MEMORANDUM OF DECISION  
Aja Dodwell, RN, Petition No. 2024-1607. Staff Attorney Julienne Cutaia represented the Department. Attorney Aggie 
Cahill was present and represented the Respondent. Attorney Cutaia presented the Department’s Motion to Modify 
the Memorandum of Decision, requesting the modification of a nursing education requirement.  
 

Cynthia Arpin moved to accept the Motion to Modify the Memorandum of Decision. Salvatore Diaz seconded the 
motion. Following discussion, the Board agreed that additional information is needed before further action can be 
taken and will revisit the matter once further details are obtained. The motion was denied through unanimous vote. 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, Lisa Freeman, and Dianthus Whittley were not present for the vote. 
 
Salvatore Diaz moved to add to the agenda a discussion of clarification on RN refresher course approvals. Cynthia 
Arpin seconded the motion. DPH Nurse Consultant Inna Erlich stated that she could gather more information and 
provide to the Board at a future meeting.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Salvatore Diaz made a motion to adjourn. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion.  
The meeting adjourned at 10:17 a.m. 


