
CALL TO ORDER 8:32 a.m. 
 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
DATE: January 15, 2025 
TIME: 8:30 a.m. 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

Name 
 

Member Present 
(Y/N)  DPH STAFF Present 

(Y/N) 

Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, 
PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC, 
Chairperson 

RN 
Member Y 

 
Elizabeth Bannon, AAG Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, MSN, RN RN 
Member N  Alina Bricklin-Goldstein, AAG Y 

Salvatore Diaz, DNP, MSN, RN RN 
Member Y  Ryan Burns, DPH Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, RN, 
ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member Y  Linda Fazzina, DPH Y 

Lisa Freeman, BA Public 
Member N  Joelle Newton, DPH Y 

Camille Payne, MPH, MSN, 
APRN, DNP 

APRN 
Member Y  Aden Baume, DPH Y 

Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, 
DNP, MSN, MPH, RN 

RN 
Member Y  Anthony Nanni, DPH Y 

    Julienne Cutaia, DPH Y 
    Brett Moody, DPH Y 
    Helen Smith, DPH Y 
    Lavita Sookram, DPH Y 
    Francesca Testa, DPH Y 
    Dana Dalton, DPH Y 
    Susanne Cammarata, DPH Y 
    Laurie Falaro, DPH Y 
    Charai Bellini, DPH Y 
    Meaghan Christinat, DPH Y 
    Gillian VanderVliet, DPH Y 
    Sara Montauti, DPH Y 
    Luis Maldonado, DPH Y 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Mary Dietmann moved to add the Motion for Summary Suspension for Laura L. Stewart, RN Petition No. 
2024-1756 to agenda item #4. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved by acclamation. No objections were raised. 
 
MINUTES OF DECEMBER 18, 2024, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the December 18, 2024, meeting were reviewed. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez moved 
to approve the minutes. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Kristina Jankowski, RN, Petition No. 2023-851. Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. Attorney Ellen Costello appeared for the Respondent. Attorney 
Costello submitted a written objection to the proposed Memorandum of Decision and was given the 
opportunity to present to the Board. Mary Dietmann moved to approve the Memorandum of Decision as 
presented. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
CT State Community College, Quinebaug Valley – Site Visit 
Helen Smith, DPH Nurse Consultant, gave an informational update related to the completion of the 
onsite visit to Quinebaug Valley’s campuses at Willimantic and Danielson. The facility met the nursing 
education program and licensure requirements general the regulations for their approved Practical 
Nursing Education Program. No votes were taken. Kimberly Griffiths, Director of Nursing of the LPN 
Program, appeared on behalf of CT State Community College at Quinebaug. 
 
 

Porter and Chester Institute (PCI) – Bridgeport Campus, Day Group – 1st Quarterly Report 
Julie Trzaski, Assistant Director, appeared on behalf of PCI. Julie provided an informational summary of 
the 1st quarterly report. No votes were taken. 
 
MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Amanda Espinosa, LPN Petition No. 2024-35. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez moved to grant the Department’s Motion for 
Summary Suspension as the Respondent presents a clear and immediate danger to the public health 
and safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Camille Payne seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
Laura L. Stewart, RN Petition No. 2024-1756. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary 
Suspension as the Respondent presents a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety if 
allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved by roll call vote. 
 
MOTION TO AMEND STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Luis H. Alfaro, LPN, Petion No. 2023-1256. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. 
The Respondent was present. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez moved to approve the Amended Statement of 
Charges. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
The Board recessed at 10:00 a.m. and reconvened at 11:00 a.m. 
 
 
 



HEARINGS 
Liza Paulsen, RN Petition No. 2019-1389. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. The 
Respondent was present and represented by Attorney Eugene Zingaro. 
 

Salvatore Diaz made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to enter executive session for the purpose 
of discussing confidential information. The motion was approved by roll call vote. The Board entered 
executive session at 11:25 a.m. All members of the Board (with the exception of Cynthia Arpin and Lisa 
Freeman), Assistant Attorney General Elizabeth Bannon, Staff Attorney Joelle Newton, Liza Paulsen 
(Respondent), Attorney Zingaro, Co-worker 1 (witness), and Robert Dixon (court reporter) were present 
during executive session. There were no votes taken during the executive session. Public session 
resumed at 12:15 p.m. 
 
Camille Payne left the meeting at 12:39 p.m. 
 
Following the close of the hearing, the Board conducted fact-finding. Salvatore Diaz made a motion that 
the Department of Public Health has met their burden of proof regarding paragraphs 1, 2, 3a, 3b, 3c (no 
findings), 4, and 5, within the Statement of Charges. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved by roll call vote. 
 

Salvatore Diaz made a motion for remedy of revocation. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved by roll call vote. 
 
*Kristen J. Phillips, LPN, Petition No. 2023-648. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton appeared for the 
Department. The Respondent was present. The Respondent requested a continuance to obtain legal 
counsel. The Department had no objection, and the Board granted the request. This hearing will be 
continued at a future date. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Salvatore Diaz made a motion to adjourn. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. 
The meeting adjourned at 4:04 p.m. 


