
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 8:31 a.m. 
 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
DATE: August 20, 2025 
TIME: 8:30 a.m. 
LOCATION: Via Microsoft TEAMS 
 

The following minutes are draft minutes which are subject to revision,  
and which have not yet been adopted by the Board. 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

 
Name 

 
Member Present 

(Y/N)  AAG/DPH STAFF Present 
(Y/N) 

Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, 
PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC, 
Chairperson 

RN 
Member Y 

 
Alina Bricklin-Goldstein Y 

Cynthia L. Arpin, EdD, MSN, RN RN 
Member Y   Y 

Salvatore Diaz, DNP, MSN, RN RN 
Member Y  Joelle Newton, DPH Y 

Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, RN, 
ACNS-BC, CNE 

RN 
Member N 

 
Aden Baume, DPH Y 

Lisa Freeman, BA Public 
Member Y  Julienne Cutaia, DPH Y 

Camille Payne, MPH, MSN, 
APRN, DNP 

APRN 
Member N    

Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, 
DNP, MSN, MPH, RN 

RN 
Member Y    

Dianthus Whittley, LPN LPN 
Member Y  Brett Karpuska, DPH Y 

    Patricia Calderone, DPH Y 
    Dana Dalton, DPH Y 
    Susanne Cammarata, DPH Y 
      
    Helen Smith, DPH Y 
    Lavita Sookram, DPH Y 
    Charai Bellini, DPH Y 
    Laura Morris, DPH Y 
    Leslie Greer, DPH Y 
    Sean Seepersad, DPH Y 
    Ursula Wiebusch, DPH Y 
    Luis Maldonado, DPH Y 



 

 

    Gillian VanderVliet, DPH Y 
    Laurie Falaro, DPH Y 
    Sara Montauti, DPH Y 
    Lisa Yu, DPH Y 

 
A regular meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing was held via Microsoft Teams on August 20, 
2025. The meeting was convened at 8:31 a.m. Attendance was taken by roll call. 
 
MINUTES OF AUGUST 6, 2025, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the August 6, 2025, meeting were reviewed. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the 
minutes. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Mary Dietmann, 
Lisa Freeman, and Camille Payne were not present for the vote. 
 
MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Rochelle George, RN, APRN, Petition No. 2025-298, 2025-299. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented 
the Department. The Respondent was present. Cynthia Arpin moved to grant the Department's Motion for 
Summary Suspension, finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public 
health and safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Mary Dietmann, Lisa Freeman, and Camille Payne were 
not present for the vote. 
 
Samuel A. Haddy, RN, Petition No. 2025-1110. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. Salvatore Diaz moved to grant the Department's Motion for Summary 
Suspension, finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public health and 
safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. 
The motion was approved unanimously. Mary Dietmann, Lisa Freeman, and Camille Payne were not 
present for the vote. 
 
Funmi Williams, RN, Petition No. 2025-389. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department 
and provided notice to the Board that the Statement of Charges and Motion for Summary Suspension 
have been withdrawn as the Respondent voluntarily surrendered her license. The notice was provided to 
the Board after the agenda had been finalized. 
 

Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez moved that the Board received the Department’s Notice of Withdrawal of 
Statement of Charges. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Mary 
Dietmann, Lisa Freeman, and Camille Payne were not present for the vote. 
 

Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez moved that the Board received the Department’s Withdrawal of Summary 
Suspension. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Mary 
Dietmann, Lisa Freeman, and Camille Payne were not present for the vote. 
 
Emily G. Annatone, RN, Petition No. 2025-980. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. 
The Respondent was present. Cynthia Arpin moved to grant the Department's Motion for Summary 
Suspension, finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public health and 
safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. 
The motion was approved unanimously. Mary Dietmann, Lisa Freeman, and Camille Payne were not 
present for the vote. 



 

 

 
 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
CT State Community College, Capital 

• Qualifications Review. Kristen Marie Guida appeared on behalf of the CT State Community 
College, Capital, and presented her qualifications to the Board. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve 
the appointment of Kristen Marie Guida as Academic Nursing Division Director. Dianthus Whittley 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Mary Dietmann, Lisa Freeman, and 
Camille Payne were not present for the vote. 
 

CT State Community College, Naugatuck Valley 
• Qualifications Review. Carol Gabriele, Associate Dean of Health and Sciences and Director of 

Nursing, and Lisa Silk appeared on behalf of CT State Community Collete, Naugatuck Valley. Lisa 
Silk presented her qualifications to the Board. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez moved to approve the 
appointment of Lisa Silk as Academic Division of Nursing and Allied Health Programs. Cynthia 
Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Mary Dietmann, Lisa 
Freeman, and Camille Payne were not present for the vote. 
 

Southern Connecticut State University  
• Permanent Waiver Request. Maria Krol, Chairperson for the School of Nursing, appeared on behalf 

of the Southern Connecticut State University and presented the qualifications of Anthony D’Uva. 
Cynthia Arpin moved to grant the permanent waiver for Anthony D’Uva to serve as a clinical 
adjunct clinical faculty member for the Nursing 354: Mental Health Nursing Course. Elizabeth 
Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Mary Dietmann, 
Lisa Freeman, and Camille Payne were not present for the vote. 

 
Porter and Chester Institute (PCI) 
Sherry Greifzu, Interim Director of Practical Nursing, Julie Trzaski, Assistant Director, and Attorney Del 
Pozo appeared on behalf of Porter and Chester Institute. 

• Bridgeport Campus – Closure Plan. Sherry Greifzu presented the details of the Closure and Teach-
out Plan. Cynthia Arpin moved to accept the Closure and Teach-out Plan regarding the Practical 
Nursing program at Bridgeport campus. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved unanimously. Mary Dietmann, Lisa Freeman, and Camille Payne were not present for the 
vote. 

• Hamden and Waterbury Campuses – Site Visit. Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant for the 
Department of Public Health, reported that the Department conducted an on-site visit to PCI’s 
Hamden and Waterbury Campuses and presented findings from the visit. No votes were taken. 
 

• Hamden and Waterbury Campuses – Corrective Action Plan. Sherry Greifzu presented the details 
of the Corrective Action Plan. Lisa Freeman moved to accept the Corrective Action Plan regarding 
the Practical Nursing program of the Hamden and Waterbury campuses. Cynthia Arpin seconded 
the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Mary Dietmann and Camille Payne were not 
present for the vote. 

 

• Complaint from former staff member. Sherry Greifzu and Julie Trzaski addressed concerns 
regarding a complaint that was made to the Department by a former PCI staff member. No votes 
were taken. 
 



 

 

• Anonymous Letter. Sherry Greifzu and Julie Trzaski addressed concerns regarding an Anonymous 
Letter that was sent to the Department. No votes were taken. 

 
Albertus Magnus College 

• Curriculum Change. Cynthia Jeffrey, Director of Nursing, appeared on behalf of Albertus Magnus 
College and presented the proposed curriculum and policy changes to the Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing (BSN) program. Cynthia Arpin moved to accept the curriculum and policy changes as 
presented. Dianthus Whittley seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 
Salvatore Diaz recused himself. Mary Dietmann and Camille Payne were not present for the vote. 

 
Goodwin University 
Vivienne Friday, Dean of Nursing and Health Professions, Karyn Therrien, LPN Program Director, and 
Melissa Quinlan, Vice President for Institutional Effectiveness, appeared on behalf of Goodwin University. 
• Corrective Action Plan – Accelerated BSN Program (ABSN). Vivienne Friday presented the details of 

the Corrective Action Plan. Salvatore Diaz moved to accept the Corrective Action Plan regarding the 
ABSN program. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Mary 
Dietmann and Camille Payne were not present for the vote. 

• Practical Nursing program (LPN) - 5th Quarterly Report. Karyn Therrien presented the 5th Quarterly 
Report. No votes were taken. 

• Accelerated BSN Program (ABSN) – Site Visit. Susanne Cammarata, Nurse Consultant for the 
Department of Public Health, reported that the Department conducted an on-site visit and presented 
findings from the visit. No votes were taken. 

 
Cornerstone Medical Training Center 

• Practical Nursing Program (LPN) Approval. Peggy Colas, Co-owner, and Nurse Consultant 
Guerline Paul appeared on behalf of Cornerstone Medical Training Center to establish an LPN 
program. Assistant Attorney General Alina Bricklin-Goldstein, counsel to the Connecticut Board of 
Examiners for Nursing, provided regulatory guidance. She cited Section 20-90-46(b) of the 
regulations, which outlines the four eligible types of institutions authorized to offer LPN programs. 
Cornerstone would be considered a private career school and emphasized that along with 
approval from the Office of Higher Education (OHE) the school must also hold current 
accreditation by the Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and Schools (ACICS), or 
another appropriate national accrediting body is required before Board consideration. Since 
Cornerstone is not currently accredited and only holds program approvals from the OHE, no 
formal action could be taken. 

 
CCNW UPDATES 
Tina Loarte-Rodriguez, Executive Director of the Connecticut Center for Nursing Workforce (CCNW), 
provided an update on recent workforce data issues and ongoing initiatives. Additionally, noted that both 
CCNW and nursing school leaders are awaiting updates on the revision of nursing regulations and the 
implementation of the Nurse Licensure Compact. She emphasized CCNW’s readiness to participate 
actively in both initiatives, recognizing their importance to Connecticut’s nursing workforce. No votes 
were taken. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 



 

 

Cynthia Arpin moved to adjourn. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 1:40 
p.m. 


