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CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

DECEMBER 3, 2025 
 

The following minutes are draft minutes which are subject to revision,  
and which have not yet been adopted by the Board. 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Gina Reiners, Chairperson, PhD, APRN, PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC 
Cynthia Arpin, RN Member, EdD, MSN, RN 
Salvatore Diaz, RN Member, DNP, MSN, RN 
Mary Dietmann, RN Member, EdD, APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE 
Lisa Freeman, Public Member, BA 
Camille Payne, APRN Member, MPH, MSN, APRN, DNP 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, RN Member, DNP, MSN, MPH, RN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Dianthus Whittley, LPN Member, LPN 
 
DPH STAFF PRESENT: 
Julianne Avallone 
Charai Bellini 
Ryan Burns 
Susanne Cammarata 
Julienne Cutaia 
Dana Dalton 
Amy Doucette 
Inna Erlikh 
Leslie Greer 

Brett Karpuska 
Luis Maldonado 
Sara Montauti 
Laura Morris 
Anthony Nanni 
Joelle Newton 
Stacy Schulman 
Helen Smith 
Lavita Sookram 

 
A regular meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing was held via Microsoft Teams on December 3, 
2025. The meeting was convened at 8:31 a.m. Attendance was taken by roll call. 
 
Mary Dietmann moved to add the following items to the agenda: 1) Announcement under Chair Updates; 2) 
Motions for Summary Suspension related to Claudia E. Cruz-Mateo, RN, Petition No. 2025-883 and Jennifer 
Marshall, RN, Petition 2025-28; and 3) Notice of Withdrawal of Statement of Charges related to Stephanie 
Cadet, RN, Petition No. 2025-629. Cynthia Arpin seconded the motion. The motion was approved 
unanimously by voice vote. No objections were raised. Dianthus Whittley was not present for the vote. 
 
MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 19, 2025, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the November 19, 2025 meeting were reviewed. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez moved to 
approve the minutes. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez identified that a 



 
  

ct.gov/dph 

correction was needed and moved to withdrawal her motion and table the minutes to be reviewed at the 
December 17, 2025, meeting. No votes were taken. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

• Review of Registered Nurse Academic Regulations.  
The Board discussed the need to update the Registered Nurse academic regulations, noting 
outdated language and the importance of aligning revisions with NCSBN model rules. Members 
volunteered to participate in the review. Deputy Legal Director Ryan Burns reported that a statutory 
change is no longer required, allowing the Department to move forward with drafting revisions for 
committee and full Board review. 
 

• Announcement – Julianne Avallone, Legal Counsel. 
Deputy Legal Director Ryan Burns introduced Julianne Avallone, who will assume Ryan Burns’ roles 
and responsibilities effective immediately. Attorney Avallone greeted the Board and expressed her 
commitment to supporting its work. Chair Gina Reiners welcomed her and conveyed appreciation 
for her forthcoming collaboration. 

 
MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Takeya Bobo, RN, Petition No. 2025-279. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. The 
Respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department's Motion for Summary 
Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public health and 
safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved unanimously. Dianthus Whittley was not present for the vote. 
 
Michael Borrelli, LPN, Petition No. 2025-213. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department. The 
Respondent was present and represented by Attorney Anthony Pantuso. Cynthia Arpin moved to grant the 
Department's Motion for Summary Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate 
danger to the public health and safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Salvatore Diaz 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Dianthus Whittley was not present for the 
vote. 
 
Claudia E. Cruz-Mateo, RN, Petition No. 2025-883. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the 
Department. The Respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department's Motion for 
Summary Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public health 
and safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved unanimously. Dianthus Whittley was not present for the vote. 
 
Jennifer Marshall, RN, Petition No. 2025-28. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. The 
Respondent was not present. Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department's Motion for Summary 
Suspension finding that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public health and 
safety if allowed to continue the practice of nursing. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved unanimously. Dianthus Whittley was not present for the vote. 
 
CONSENT ORDER 
Melanie Gombos, RN, Petition No. 2025-185. Staff Attorney Julienne Cutaia represented the Department. 
The Respondent was not present. Lisa Freeman moved to deny the Consent Order. Elizabeth Rivera-
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Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Dianthus Whittley was not 
present for the vote. 
 
NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL OF STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Stephanie Cadet, RN, Petition No. 2025-629. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department 
and provided notice to the Board that the Statement of Charges has been withdrawn as the Respondent 
voluntarily surrendered her license. No votes were taken. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 10:17 a.m. 


