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CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

NOVEMBER 19, 2025 
 

The following minutes are draft minutes which are subject to revision,  
and which have not yet been adopted by the Board. 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Gina Reiners, Chairperson, PhD, APRN, PMHNP-BC, PMHCNS-BC 
Salvatore Diaz, RN Member, DNP, MSN, RN 
Mary E. Dietmann, RN Member, EdD, APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE 
Lisa Freeman, Public Member, BA 
Camille Payne, APRN Member, MPH, MSN, APRN, DNP 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, RN Member, DNP, MSN, MPH, RN 
Dianthus Whittley, LPN Member, LPN 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Cynthia Arpin, RN Member, EdD, MSN, RN 
 
DPH STAFF PRESENT: 
Aden Baume 
Charai Bellini 
Ryan Burns 
Susanne Cammarata 
Julienne Cutaia 
Dana Dalton 
Inna Erlikh 
Leslie Greer 
Brett Karpuska  

Luis Maldonado 
Sara Montauti 
Laura Morris 
Anthony Nanni 
Joelle Newton 
Stacy Schulman 
Helen Smith 
Lavita Sookram 
 

 
A regular meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing was held via Microsoft Teams on November 19, 2025. The 
meeting was convened at 8:40 a.m. Attendance was taken by roll call. 
 
Salvatore Diaz moved to change the order of the agenda and move the Qualification Review for Goodwin University 
and the Curriculum Revision and Admissions Process for Griffin Hospital to the top of the agenda.  Elizabeth Rivera-
Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously by acclimation. No objections were raised. 
Cynthia Arpin was not present for the vote. 
 
SCHOOL BUSINESS 
Goodwin University 
Qualifications Review - Interim Program Director for Practical Nursing Program (Mary K. Salisbury, DNP, APRN, 
PMHNP_BC). Vivienne Friday, Dean of Nursing and Health Professions and Mary Salisbury, Assistant Dean of Nursing 
and Health Professions appeared on behalf of Goodwin University. Lisa Freeman moved to accept Mary Salisbury as 
Interim LPN Program Director. Mary Dietmann seconded the motion. Gina Reinders recused herself. The motion 
passed unanimously. Cynthia Arpin was not present for the vote. 
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Griffin Hospital 
Curriculum Revision and Admissions Process (LPN Program) 
Kayla Bennett, Director of the Practical Nursing Program of Griffin Hospital of Allied Health Careers, appeared on 
behalf of Griffin Hospital. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez moved to approve the curriculum revision and admissions 
process for their Practical Nursing program. Camille Payne seconded the motion. Salvatore Diaz recused himself. The 
motion was approved unanimously. Cynthia Arpin was not present for the vote. 
 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez moved to add the following items to the agenda: 1) Motion for Summary Suspension 
related to Kelicia R. Davis, RN, Petition No. 2025-628; 2) Department’s Motion to Modify the Memorandum of 
Decision, related to Aja Dodwell, RN, Petition No. 2024-1607; and 3) Notice of Withdrawal of Statement of Charges 
related to Olga G. Rene, RN, Petition No. 2025-608 to the meeting agenda. Lisa Freeman seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved unanimously by acclimation. No objections were raised. Cynthia Arpin, Mary Dietmann, and 
Camille Payne were not present for the vote. 
 
MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 5, 2025, REGULAR MEETING 
The draft minutes of the November 5, 2025 meeting were reviewed. Salvatore Diaz moved to approve the minutes. 
Dianthus Whittley seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Cynthia Arpin, Mary Dietmann, and 
Camille Payne were not present for the vote. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 
Announcement – Ryan Burns, Deputy Legal Director. 
Deputy Legal Director Ryan Burns announced that he will be leaving the Department of Public Health effective 
December 5, 2025, to serve as the next Executive Director, General Counsel of the State Elections Enforcement 
Commission. He introduced Attorneys Stacy Schulman and Aden Baume as the Board’s primary legal counsel moving 
forward and assured uninterrupted legal support. Chair Gina Reiners thanked Attorney Burns for his significant 
contributions and extended best wishes in his new position. 
 
MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
Kelicia R. Davis, RN, Petition No. 2025-628. Staff Attorney Anthony Nanni represented the Department. The 
Respondent was not present. Lisa Freeman moved to grant the Department's Motion for Summary Suspension finding 
that the Respondent posed a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety if allowed to continue the 
practice of nursing. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 
Cynthia Arpin, Mary Dietmann, and Camille Payne were not present for the vote. 
 
MOTION TO MODIFY MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 
Aja Dodwell, RN, Petition No. 2024-1607. Staff Attorney Julienne Cutaia represented the Department. Attorney Aggie 
Cahill was present and represented the Respondent. Attorney Cutaia presented the Department’s Motion to Modify 
the Memorandum of Decision, requesting the modification of a nursing education requirement to permit the 
Respondent to complete an RN Refresher course, pre-approved by the Department, in a hybrid format. Lisa Freeman 
moved to approve the Department’s Motion to Modify the Memorandum of Decision. Dianthus Whittley seconded the 
motion. Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez, Lisa Freeman, Dianthus Whittley, and Gina Reiners voted in favor, while Salvatore 
Diaz voted against the motion. The motion passed with a 4-1 vote. Cynthia Arpin, Mary Dietmann, and Camille Payne 
were not present for the vote. 
 
NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL OF STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Olga G. Rene, RN, Petition No. 2025-608. Staff Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department and provided 
notice to the Board that the Statement of Charges have been withdrawn as the Respondent voluntarily surrendered 
her license. No votes were taken. 
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SCHOOL BUSINESS (CONTINUED) 
Goodwin University 
Quarterly Report - LPN Program 
Vivienne Friday, Dean of Nursing and Health Professions appeared on behalf of Goodwin University and presented the 
6th Quarterly Report. No votes were taken. 
 
ReNurse Academy 
Discussion of RN Refresher Courses 
The Board discussed concerns related to the virtual component of ReNurse Academy’s RN refresher program, noting 
the need for clarification regarding its hybrid structure. Board members agreed it would be beneficial to invite the 
program representative to a future meeting to provide general information and to present the required annual report. 
The Board also requested information on both the RN and LPN refresher programs. Members emphasized that the 
primary concern to be addressed is the virtual clinical component. DPH will coordinate scheduling for the 
presentation at an upcoming meeting. No votes were taken. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Elizabeth Rivera-Rodriguez made a motion to adjourn. Salvatore Diaz seconded the motion.  
The meeting adjourned at 10:34 a.m. 


