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Improvement to Overdose Data 

Integrity with Transition to API 

Overdose Data Integrity cont. on pg. 2 

In August of 2024, increased activity was reported in both New 

London County (above), and New Haven County (below). Num-

bers are subject to change. 

The SWORD program has transitioned from 

EMS reporting suspected overdoses to the 

Connecticut Poison Control Center via phone 

call to an automated programming interface 

(API) that automatically downloads the event 

into a data base via computer algorithm.  The 

key improvement in the new process is more 

complete coverage of the state.  The old meth-

od depended on EMS compliance, which var-

ied significantly by service.  For instance, in 

January of 2024, the SWORD program record-

ed suspected overdoses in 98 zip codes, while 

the API recorded suspected overdoses in 132 

zip codes. 

The computer downloaded data is stored at the 

CT Department of Public Health where it is an-

alyzed monthly.  Additionally, individual run 

forms can be reviewed on a more immediate 

basis when spike alerts are generated.  The 

state is working on the algorithm and with EMS 

services to see that all the appropriate ques-

tions that were asked during SWORD are in-

cluded in the service’s software and can be 

downloaded.  Currently, age, gender, race, ad-

dress and place of suspected overdose are the 

most consistently reported information. 

Here are some highlights from the August 2024 

data. 

• 680 unique calls 

• 72% male/28% female 

• The median overdose age was 45, the av-

erage age was 47. 
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Overdose Data Integrity cont. from Page 1 

Suspected non-fatal overdose data is extracted from the ODMAP platform utilizing agency filter “Connecticut Dept. of Public Health, 

Office of EMS,” and Connecticut Poison Control Center non-fatal data is extracted from the ODMAP platform utilizing agency filter 

“Connecticut Poison Control Center.” Suspected fatal overdose data is extracted from ODMAP utilizing agency filter “Office of the 

Chief Medical Examiner Connecticut.” All overdoses are suspected, and are not confirmed by laboratory findings. Numbers are 

subject to change as additional records are occasionally added month to month. 

• Most overdoses occurred in the 40-44 

age group (106), followed by 35-39 (85), 

50-54 (84) and 30-34 (78).  There were 

as many overdoses in the 65-69 age 

group (38) as there were in the 25-29 age 

group (38). There were no reported over-

doses in the 0-14 age group. 

• 52% of patients were reported white, 

25% black and 22% Hispanic/Latino. 

• New Haven had the most overdoses 

(130), followed by Hartford (94), Bridge-

port (60), New Britain (36), Waterbury 

(31), West Haven (17), Bristol (16) Mid-

dletown (14), Meriden (14) and Windham 

(12). 

• 51% of suspected overdoses occurred in 

public places or nonresidences and 49% oc-

curred in residences. 

• *72% of suspected overdoses required only one 

dose of naloxone.  20% required 2. 

• *49% of patients received naloxone Intranasally. 

• These data points are being tracked over time to 

determine trends. 

Limitations:  Overdoses are suspected and may 

include patients who received naloxone, but who 

were later determined to have a nonopioid etiology.  

Calls may also include a small number of patients 

who used opioids and were seeking detox as the 

reason for their 911 call.  *Naloxone dosing and 

route of administration were not reported in more 

than half of the calls.   
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SWORD Statewide Reporting July 2024 

Right >: This 

graph represents 

EMS reported opi-

oid overdoses by 

frequency of inci-

dent day during  

August 2024. 

This graph was 

sourced from OD-

MAP in August of 

2024. 

< Left:  All 
overdoses by Day, 
July-August 2024. 

Information sourced 
from EpiCenter 
system, September 
of 2024.  

In the month of August 2024, there were 638 non-fatal records submitted to DPH via EPCR (Electronic 

Patient Care Record) to the ImageTrend database for SWORD.  Suspected non-fatal overdoses reported by 

EMS clinicians as follows: Fairfield County 99, Hartford County 193, Litchfield County 14, Middlesex County 

23, New Haven County 232, New London County 46, Tolland County 11, Windham County 20. 

In the month of August 2024, there were 67 fatal overdoses manually entered by the OCME into the ODMAP 

platform. Suspected fatal overdoses reported as follows: Fairfield County <11, Hartford  

County 24, Litchfield County <11, Middlesex County <11, New Haven County 20,  New London County <11, 

Tolland County <11 and Windham County 0.     

* Suspected fatal overdose data is entered into the ODMAP platform by the OCME, but it does not reflect laboratory confirmed data. The death data is 

for suspected opioid overdoses only. 

 

Right >: Suspected 
all overdoses by 
Day, August of 
2024 

Information sourced 
from EpiCenter 
system, September 
2024. 
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410 Capitol Ave 
Hartford, CT  06134 

860-509-7975 Thank you for timely EPCR completion! 

Click here to contact OEMS regarding the SWORD program,  

ODMAP, or feedback, Click here to check out the  

SWORD page on our website 

Department of Public Health 

Office of Emergency Medical Services 

 

Do you need help accessing ODMAP Click here to contact the ODMAP Helpdesk, or call (301) 489-1744 

ODMAP Suspected OD Submissions—In the Last Year by Month.  
This data was pulled using agency filter Connecticut DPH, Office of EMS agency filter in September of 2024. 

This data was provided to ODMAP via the SWORD API, all numbers are subject to change. 

Cumulative (August 2023—August 2024) Overdoses by the Hour of the Day  
This graph shows the hour of the day  

suspected overdose incidents  

ODMAP Suspected Overdose Submissions - All Data Submitted 

Per Hour of the Day 

ODMAP Suspected Overdose Submissions - In the Last Year 

Entries Per Month 

mailto:katharine.hickcox@ct.gov?subject=SWORD%20program
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Emergency-Medical-Services/EMS/OEMS---SWORD
mailto:odmap@wb.hidta.org

