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Total Suspected
Overdoses:

In September of 2024, increased activity was reported in both
Hartford (above), and Fairfield County (below). Numbers are
subject to change.
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Overdose Deaths Continue to
Decline in 2024

In May we reported that overdose deaths in Con-
necticut were down 12.8% in 2023 (1329) from the
2021 high (1524). That decline is continuing into
2024. According to the CDC, fatal overdoses in the
12-month period ending in April 2024 were down
20% (1253) from the state’s 12-month high that
ended in November 2021 (1566). National fatal
overdose totals were down 12.7% from the nation-
al 12-month high that was reached in August 2023.

While there are likely many reasons for the decline,
one of the most likely is the widespread availability
of naloxone, along with harm reduction messaging
encouraging people to never use alone and always
have naloxone on hand.

Connecticut is currently ramping up its EMS Nalox-
one Leave Behind program by providing EMS ser-
vices with large quantities of intranasal naloxone to
distribute to overdose victims, their families and
bystanders.

While overdoses may be down 20%, the number of
those people who succumb to opioid overdoses is
still too high for us to rest our efforts.

The switch of EMS reporting from calling into the
Connecticut Poison Control center to being auto-
matically uploaded through an APl has now been
completed. Full accounting will no longer be de-
pendent on EMS compliance. Dating from Septem-
ber moving forward the data should now be com-
parable from month to month. In this newsletter

Deaths Continue to Decline cont. on pg. 2



Deaths Continue to Decline cont. from Page 1

we will continue to track trends. We ask EMS to Overdose Location: Public 51%/Residence-49%
write as descriptive narratives as possible, in- Overdose Zip Codes: 132
cluding any information obtained on scene

Top 5 Zip Codes: 06519 (New Haven), 06511 (New Ha-
ven), 06513 (New Haven), 06106 (Hartford), 06051
(New Britain).

about the drugs used and paraphernalia pre-

sent. Also, if leaving a naloxone kit on scene be
sure to include in both the narrative and any drop
down check off boxes. Naloxone Doses Per patient — 1(72%), 2- (20%), 3 —

Keep up the good work! (7%), more then 3 (1%).

August SWORD Dashboard Race — White (42%), Black — (21%), Hispanic/Latino —

(18%), Other/Not recorded — (19%).
Overdose Gender: Male 72%/Female 28%

Overdose Median Age: 45

Suspected Overdoses by month
January 2024-September 2024

= Fatal wm Non-fatal API

Suspected non-fatal overdose data is extracted from the ODMAP platform utilizing agency filter “Connecticut Dept. of Public Health,
Office of EMS,” and Connecticut Poison Control Center non-fatal data is extracted from the ODMAP platform utilizing agency filter
“Connecticut Poison Control Center.” Suspected fatal overdose data is extracted from ODMARP utilizing agency filter “Office of the
Chief Medical Examiner Connecticut.” All overdoses are suspected, and are not confirmed by laboratory findings. Numbers are
subject to change as additional records are occasionally added month to month.
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Right >: This
graph represents
EMS reported opi-
oid overdoses by
frequency of inci-
dent day during
September 2024.

This graph was
sourced from OD-
MAP in October of
2024.
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In the month of September 2024, there were 559 non-fatal records submitted to DPH via EPCR (Electronic
Patient Care Record) to the ImageTrend database for SWORD. Suspected non-fatal overdoses reported by
EMS clinicians as follows: Fairfield County 102, Hartford County 162, Litchfield County <11, Middlesex
County 14, New Haven County 218, New London County 30, Tolland County <11, Windham County 16.

In the month of September 2024, there were 62 fatal overdoses manually entered by the OCME into the
ODMAP platform. Suspected fatal overdoses reported as follows: Fairfield County <11, Hartford
County 26, Litchfield County zero, Middlesex County <11, New Haven County 18, New London County <11,
Tolland County zero and Windham County <11.

* Suspected fatal overdose data is entered into the ODMARP platform by the OCME, but it does not reflect laboratory confirmed data. The death data is
for suspected opioid overdoses only.
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ODMAP Suspected Overdose Submissions - All Data Submitted
I  Per Hour of the Day
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Cumulative (September 2023—September 2024) Overdoses by the Hour of the Day
This graph shows the hour of the day
suspected overdose incidents

ODMAP Suspected Overdose Submissions - In the Last Year
I Entries Per Month
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ODMAP Suspected OD Submissions—In the Last Year by Month.

This data was pulled using agency filter Connecticut DPH, Office of EMS agency filter in October of 2024.
This data was provided to ODMAP via the SWORD API, all numbers are subject to change.

Do you need help accessing ODMAP Click here to contact the ODMAP Helpdesk, or call (301) 489-1744

Department of Public Health
c Office of Emergency Medical Services
CONNECTICUT Click here to contact OEMS regarding the SWORD program,
Public Health

ODMAP, or feedback, Click here to check out the

410 Capitol Ave SWORD page on our website

Hartford, CT 06134

860-509-7975 Thank you for timely EPCR completion!
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