
July 2024, Issue LXII 

 

   EMS SWORD 

 
Statewide Opioid Reporting Directive Newsletter 

5 Years of Connecticut SWORD  

5  Years of SWORD cont. on pg. 2 

On May 31, 2024, SWORD finished five years of 
data collection from EMS for suspected opioid 
overdoses via reporting to the  Connecticut Poi-
son Control Center.  During this time 21,284 re-
ports were received.  Here’s how the data 
breaks down:   
 
Most Overdoses by Zip Code: 
06106 (Hartford) – 1207 
06051 (New Britain) – 966 
06010 (Bristol) – 652 
06114 (Hartford) – 602 
06457 (Middletown) – 552 
Overdoses were reported in 261 separate zip 
codes. 
 
Overdoses by County: 
Hartford – 7811 
New Haven – 4794 
Fairfield – 3702 
New London – 1901 
Middlesex – 1052 
Litchfield – 1014 
Windham – 618 
Tolland – 385 
 
Overdoses by Gender: 
Male – 73.6% 
Female – 26.39% 

 
Overdoses by Age: 
Average Age: 42.8 
Median Age: 41 
 
Most Frequent Age Ranges: 
30-39 - 29.61% 
40-49 – 20.67% 
50-59 – 19.75% 
20-29 – 15.3% 
60-69 – 10.95% 
70-79 – 1.88% 
10-19 - 1.08% 
80-89 – 0.44% 
0-9 – 0.18% 
90-102 - 0.14% 

Overdoses in Motor Vehicle: 
11.8% 
 
Who Administered First Naloxone: 
EMS – 44.65% 
Fire - 24.65% 
Bystander/Other – 18.89% 
Police - 11.5% 
Hospital - 0.3% 
 
Transported to Hospital 
Yes - 88.35% 
No - 11.65% 
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Naloxone Resources for EMS 

If your service is struggling to connect with adequate resources to provide Naloxone in Leave-Behind kits, 

reach out to the Department of Mental Health & Addiction Services. Karolina Wytrykowska, LPC, LADC, 

Opioid Services  e-mail: Karolina.Wytrykowska@ct.gov, phone-(860) 719-3745. The DMHAS opioid group 

can provide boxed Naloxone for use in various EMS initiatives. 

Reporting data is provided to the ODMAP (Overdose Data Mapping Application Program) platform via an API (Application Programming Interface) 

which sources reports from an EPCR repository at DPH and then exports aggregate data to w/b HIDTA and the ODMAP Platform. 

 
Limitations: 
This data only includes those 911 calls where EMS called Poison Control to report suspected over-
dose.  Compliance varied by service, county and year. 
  

SWORD Program Evolution Continues 

The July issue of the EMS SWORD Newsletter 
marks a shift over to a new data source. We want 
our readers to have an understanding of where the 
data is coming from. Many readers may notice that 
some of the annual and month to month numbers 
for the last 12 months appear to be significantly 
higher than in previous issues, and there is a rea-
son for this. 
 
The Department of Public Health, Office of Emer-
gency Medical Services, maintains a database of 
all Electronic Patient Care Records for the State of 
Connecticut. Those records are provided to the 
OEMS by all EMS agencies operating in the State, 
as mandated by law. These records include all sus-
pected non-fatal overdoses that interact with EMS 
Professionals called to the scene.  
 
The new SWORD API (Application Programming 
Interface) identifies and exports aggregate data 

points, and uploads them to the ODMAP system, which is 
a Federal database. The new API is more accurate than 
the manual reporting system that it replaces. Under the 
old SWORD reporting model, EMS Professionals had to 
place a phone call to the Connecticut Poison Control Cen-
ter. As of 7/31/2024, CPCC will no longer be entering man-
ual data into the ODMAP platform. Additional automated 
feeds have also been disabled, and the DPH API is virtually 
the only source for ODMAP data. 
 
The program objective is to provide a single data stream, 
which will produce a greater level of accuracy. 
 
From this point on suspected fatal cases will not be 
shared in this data set, as the API and EMS agencies have 
not proven to be a reliable source for this information. 
Moving forward the recommendation for EMS and local 
Public Health is to filter for the Office of the Connecticut 
Chief Medical Examiner’s agency ID in ODMAP, or source 
monthly statistics off of the OCME website. 
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SWORD Statewide Reporting June 2024 

Right >: This 

graph represents 

EMS reported opi-

oid overdoses by 

frequency of inci-

dent day during  

June 2024. 

This graph was 

sourced from OD-

MAP in July of 

2024. 

< Left:  All 
overdoses by Day, 
March-June 2024. 

Information sourced 
from EpiCenter 
system, July of 
2024.  

In the month of June 2024, there were 434 records submitted to DPH via EPCR (Electronic Patient Care 

Record) to the ImageTrend database for SWORD.  Of these calls, 429 were non-fatal. Suspected fatal 

overdose numbers are available on the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner website for the State of 

Connecticut and will no longer be reported in this publication.   

The numbers by county are as follows: Fairfield County 72, Hartford County 107, Litchfield County <11, 

Middlesex County 11, New Haven County 176, New London County 37, Tolland County <11, Windham 

County 14. 

* ODMAP statistics are now being automatically reported to the State of Connecticut, and are then exported 

to ODMAP. As the data reporting methods are customized and improved additional data points, relating to 

Naloxone administration and Naloxone Leave-behind kits, will be available as the automated reporting is 

honed with the help of EPCR vendors, and EMS agencies who enter the data. 

Right >: Suspected 
all overdoses by 
Day, June of 2024 

Information sourced 
from EpiCenter 
system, July 2024. 
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410 Capitol Ave 
Hartford, CT  06134 

860-509-7975 Thank you for timely EPCR completion! 

Click here to contact OEMS regarding the SWORD program,  

ODMAP, or feedback, Click here to check out the  

SWORD page on our website 

Department of Public Health 

Office of Emergency Medical Services 

 

Do you need help accessing ODMAP Click here to contact the ODMAP Helpdesk, or call (301) 489-1744 

ODMAP Suspected OD Submissions—In the Last Year by Month.  
This data was pulled using agency filter Connecticut DPH, Office of EMS agency filter in July of 2024. 

This data was provided to ODMAP via the SWORD API 

Cumulative (June 2019—May 2024) Overdoses by the Hour of the Day  
This graph shows the hour of the day suspected overdose incidents have occurred  

statewide since the  
SWORD program began on June 1, 2019.  

ODMAP Suspected Overdose Submissions - All Data Submitted 

Per Hour of the Day 

ODMAP Suspected Overdose Submissions - In the Last Year 

Entries Per Month 

mailto:katharine.hickcox@ct.gov?subject=SWORD%20program
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Emergency-Medical-Services/EMS/OEMS---SWORD
mailto:odmap@wb.hidta.org



