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Total Suspected
Overdoses:

Naloxone:

In July of 2024, increased activity was reported in both New
Haven County (above), and Fairfield County (below). Numbers
are subject to change.

Total Suspected
Overdoses:

Naloxone:

Suspected Overdose Spike Alerts

Once EMS clinicians have completed their patient
care report, the report is uploaded to the Office of
Emergency Medical Services (OEMS) where an
algorithm scans the records for data points identify-
ing the call as a suspected opioid overdose. Once
identified as such, the call is automatically populat-
ed into Overdose Data Mapping Application Pro-
gram (ODMAP), the federal mapping software that
logs drug overdoses. ODMAP is accessible to the
State Department of Public Health as well as local
health departments and districts, law enforcement,
fire departments, and healthcare organizations.

The Connecticut Department of Public Health
(DPH) specifies volume thresholds for each of Con-
necticut’s nine counties. ODMAP sends email alerts
“spike alerts” to DPH and other authorized organi-
zations if the number of overdoses in a county
meets or exceeds the predetermined threshold for
a 24-hour period. The thresholds are set on the
lower side to provide earlier warning of emerging
situations.

After being notified of a “spike alert,” state epidemi-
ologists and analysts review the ODMAP data as
well as the EMS—Electronic Patient Care Records
(EPCR’s), if need be, to determine if there is a
growing threat. They may also contact the Connect-
icut Office of the Chief Medical Examiner for de-
tailed information on recent fatal overdoses in the
affected county and review the state’s EpiCenter
syndromic surveillance system. EpiCenter is a hos-
pital based reporting system, which is used to rec-
ord suspected non-fatal and fatal opioid overdoses
within the State of Connecticut. Analyses and inter-
pretation of all databases are shared with local
health department and public safety officials when
a public health threat is determined, and situational
alerts are issued as needed.

Overdose Spike Alerts cont. on pg. 2



Overdose Spike Alerts cont. from Page 1

In the first five years of SWORD, there were EMS clinicians should do their best to include relevant
1489 spike alerts with most occurring in Hartford overdose data in their EPCR documentation, including
County, followed by New Haven and Fairfield. descriptions of drugs used, route of use and any para-
Peak spike alerts occurred in year 4 of SWORD. phernalia found on scene as these narratives are a valu-
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which caused duplicate reporting occasionally

ciate the work of
EMS clinicians in
helping surveille the opioid epidemic that killed a record
1413 people in Connecticut in 2021. The good news is
) that opioid deaths have declined in each of the last two
generating false alerts. The new system should . " 1339 in 2022, 1217 in 2023) and appear to be on
provide more accuracy. track for a further decline in 2024.

Suspected Overdoses by month
January 2024-July 2024

= Non-fatal = Fatal

Suspected non-fatal overdose data is extracted from the ODMAP platform utilizing agency filter “Connecticut Dept. of Public Health, Office of EMS.”
Suspected fatal overdose data is extracted from ODMAP utilizing agency filter “Office of the Chief Medical Examiner Connecticut.” All overdoses are
suspected, and not confirmed by laboratory findings.
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SWORD Statewide Reporting July 2024

In the month of July 2024, there were 584 non-fatal records submitted to DPH via EPCR (Electronic Patient
Care Record) to the ImageTrend database for SWORD. Suspected non-fatal overdoses reported by EMS
clinicians as follows: Fairfield County 81, Hartford County 170, Litchfield County 14, Middlesex County 20,
New Haven County 226, New London County 47, Tolland County 14, Windham County <11.

In the month of July 2024, there were 71 fatal overdoses manually entered by the OCME into the ODMAP
platform. Suspected fatal overdoses reported as follows: Fairfield County 18, Hartford
County 19, Litchfield County <11, Middlesex County <11, New Haven County 17, New London County 11,
Tolland County zero and Windham County <11.

* Suspected fatal overdose data is entered into the ODMARP platform by the OCME, but it does not reflect laboratory confirmed data. The death data is
for suspected opioid overdoses only.
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ODMAP Suspected Overdose Submissions - All Data Submitted
I  Per Hour of the Day

700
587
600 4o 562 568 585 576 5o
500
400 350
300 283 ;5g
203 206 205 224

200

o

0D 1 2 3 4 5 B 13 14 15 19 20 21 22 23

Howr of the Day - Incident Time

Cumulative (June 2019—July 2024) Overdoses by the Hour of the Day
This graph shows the hour of the day suspected overdose incidents have occurred
statewide since the
SWORD program began on June 1, 2019.

ODMAP Suspected Overdose Submissions - In the Last Year
I Entries Per Month
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ODMAP Suspected OD Submissions—In the Last Year by Month.

This data was pulled using agency filter Connecticut DPH, Office of EMS agency filter in August of 2024.
This data was provided to ODMAP via the SWORD API

Do you need help accessing ODMAP Click here to contact the ODMAP Helpdesk, or call (301) 489-1744

Department of Public Health
c Office of Emergency Medical Services
CONNECTICUT Click here to contact OEMS regarding the SWORD program,
Public Health

ODMAP, or feedback, Click here to check out the

410 Capitol Ave SWORD page on our website

Hartford, CT 06134

860-509-7975 Thank you for timely EPCR completion!
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