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Hartford & New Haven Counties 

Increased activity was noted in Hartford County (above), and New 

Haven (below), as reflected in ODMAP when agency filter reflects: 

Connecticut Dept. of Public Health, Office of EMS. Data depicted 

provides results for March of 2024. 

Repeat Overdose continued on page 2 

How Common is Repeat Overdose? 

How common is it for people who have suffered one 

nonfatal overdose to overdose again?  This is a question 

we have asked several times over the past few years as 

we analyzed EMS records. 

Our first look at this question came in 2020 when we 

retrospectively examined SWORD records between June 

1, 2019 and December 2019.  During the seven-month 

period, there were 2,909 reported opioid overdoses, 

including 2,536 unique patients.  We found that 283 

persons (11.16%) were recorded as overdosing 

multiple times, 226 (8.91%) overdosed twice, 37(1.46%) 

overdosed three times, 11 (0.43%) overdosed four 

times, 6 (0.24%) overdosed five times, 2 (0.08%) 

overdosed six times, and 1 person (0.04%) overdosed 7 

times. 

A limitation to the initial SWORD data was that it was 

dependent on EMS compliance with reporting the 

overdose to the Connecticut Poison Control Center 

(CPCC).  Since the state has begun collecting data from 

Image Trend, which automatically downloads EMS 

records from the ambulance services thereby eliminate 

compliance discrepancies, we decided to review the 
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Image Trend data to look at the same question.   

We reviewed three months of Image Trend (December 1, 

2023 to February 29, 2024) to see how many patients had 

multiple reported overdoses.  There were 1683 unique 

records.  Of these 108 were excluded for having unknown 

names or birthdates.  This included John Does.  Of the 

remaining 1575 records, we found 1360 individual people 

with identified names and dates of birth.  Of this group, 

1,266 had only one reported overdose (93.1%).  94 had 

multiple overdoses (6.9%).  Of those with multiple 

overdoses, 73 overdosed twice (5.4%). 17 overdosed 3 

times (1.3%), 2 overdosed four times (0.1%) and 2 

overdosed 5 times (0.1%). 

Once we collect a full year of Image Trend data we will 

review this question over a 12-month period. 

While our data does not include overdoses where 911 

was not called, it is apparent that the stereotype of 

people with substance use disorder overdosing 

repeatedly appears unfounded.  Clarifying this 

stigmatizing inaccuracy is important in understanding 

opioid overdose and directing resources towards 

addressing it. 

Previously we reviewed 103 fatal overdoses reported to SWORD during the time period January 1, 2022 to June 20, 
2022. Eight of the overdoses involved John Does. Of the 95 who had a listed name, we found that 17 (17.9%) of them 
had a prior SWORD reported nonfatal overdose since June 1, 2019. Ten (11.5%) had a prior SWORD reported overdose 
in the previous 12 months from the date of their fatal overdose. None had an overdose in the month prior to their 
fatal overdose. 4 had multiple overdoses in the SWORD data bank, including one who had five other overdoses.  
 
When we reviewed this data over the nine-month period (June 1, 2020 to February 28, 2021), we found 15.9% of the 
reported fatal overdoses had at least one SWORD reported overdose in the previous 12-months.  
 

A review of the 1,374 fatal overdoses in Connecticut in 2020 by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC)’s State 

Unintentional Drug Overdose Reporting System (SUDORS) network found that only 10.7% of Connecticut’s fatal 

overdoses had a previous recorded overdose, while only 11.5% nationwide* had a previously recorded overdose. 

 
https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/databriefs/pdf/SUDORS_Data-Brief_Number_1.pdf  
 
https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/fatal/dashboard/accessible.html 
 
* SUDOR’s nationwide data based on 28 participating states and the District of Columbia. 

Related Study Examining Fatal 

https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/databriefs/pdf/SUDORS_Data-Brief_Number_1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/fatal/dashboard/accessible.html
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SWORD Statewide Reporting March 2024 

Right >: This graph 

represents EMS re-

ported opioid over-

doses by frequency 

of incident day dur-

ing  March 2024. 

This graph was 

sourced from OD-

MAP in April 2024. 

 

< Left:  All overdoses 
by Day, January-
March 2024. 

Information sourced 
from EpiCenter 
system, April of 2024.  

 

 

 

In the month of February 2024, there were 206  calls to the Connecticut Poison Control Center (CPCC) for SWORD.  Of 

these calls, 193 were non-fatal and 13 were reported as fatalities.  There were 171 total naloxone administrations: 116 

non-fatal multiple doses of naloxone administered, 46 non-fatal single dose naloxone, 29 non-fatal with no naloxone 

administered and zero non-fatal naloxone administration unknown. .  

The 206 cases involved suspected overdoses from all of our counties: Fairfield 30, Hartford 73, Litchfield <11, 

Middlesex <11, New Haven 59,  New London 21, Tolland <11 and Windham <11.     

 

*Numbers subject to change

Right >: Suspected all 
overdoses by Day, 
March of 2024 

Information sourced 
from EpiCenter 
system, April 2024. 
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410 Capitol Ave 
Hartford, CT  06134 

860-509-7975 

Thank you for your  participation! 

Click here to contact OEMS regarding the SWORD program,  

ODMAP, or feedback, Click here to check out the SWORD page on our website 

Department of Public Health 

Office of Emergency Medical Services 

 

Do you need help accessing ODMAP Click here to contact the ODMAP Helpdesk, or call (301) 489-1744 

ODMAP Suspected OD Submissions—In the Last Year by Month.  
This graph was generated by Washington/Baltimore HIDTA, April 2, 2024. 

Cumulative (June 2019—March 2024) Overdoses by the Hour of the Day  
This graph shows the hour of the day suspected overdose incidents have occurred statewide since the  

SWORD program began on June 1, 2019.  

mailto:katharine.hickcox@ct.gov?subject=SWORD%20program
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Emergency-Medical-Services/EMS/OEMS---SWORD
mailto:odmap@wb.hidta.org

