
 

 
410 Capitol Ave. 
P.O. Box 340308 
Hartford, CT  06134 
(860) 509-7356 

ct.gov/dph 

Department of Public Health 

EHDW Circular Letter #2025-13 
 
TO: Community Public Water Systems 
 Non-Transient Non-Community Public Water Systems 
 Certified Operators 
 
From:  Patricia Bisacky, Public Health Services Manager 
 Toxicology and Emerging Contaminants Program 
 
Date: October 22, 2025 
 
Subject: Initial Monitoring Period for Environmental Protection Agency Final PFAS 

National Primary Drinking Water Regulation 
 
In June 2024, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) promulgated the final Per- and 
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) National Primary Drinking Water Regulation (NPDWR) into 
the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 40 CFR Part 141 Subpart Z. While the EPA has indicated 
that rule may be revised in the future, the current rule remains in effect until such time that a 
new or amended rule is promulgated. EPA has also confirmed that the initial monitoring 
period will remain as established in the current rule.  
 
Community and Non-Transient Non-Community Public Water Systems (PWS) must 
complete the EPA required initial monitoring by April 26, 2027. Compliance monitoring and 
public notification requirements will begin on April 26, 2027, and systems must comply with 
the newly established maximum contaminant levels (MCLs) by April 26, 2029.   
 
The Connecticut Department of Public Health (CT DPH) recommends that PWS begin 
collecting initial monitoring samples as soon as possible to ensure timely completion of 
required monitoring. Some systems will need to begin collecting quarterly samples no later 
than the second quarter of 2026 which is less than six months away. Samples may be 
submitted by a certified laboratory or directly by the PWS through the Compliance Data 
Monitoring Portal.  
 
Initial Monitoring Requirements: 
 
Community and non-transient non-community PWSs must collect samples at every Point of 
Entry (POE) into the distribution system except for interconnections. A wholesale system is 

https://www.epa.gov/sdwa/and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfas
https://www.epa.gov/sdwa/and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfas
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/part-141/subpart-Z
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required to conduct the testing and to notify any consecutive systems of any violations. 
Below shows the initial monitoring schedules established by the EPA: 
 

 
 
The EPA requires samples to be analyzed for the six PFAS shown in Table 1 using a state 
approved laboratory certified to conduct EPA method 533 or 537.1 revision 2.  All numerical 
results, including those below the Practical Quantification Level (PQL), must be reported, and 
all samples reported to a concentration no greater than the MCLs. The EPA is not allowing 
monitoring waivers or composite samples. 
 

Table 1 – Summary of PFAS NPDWR 

Contaminant 
PQL 
ng/l 

MCL 
ng/l 

Trigger Level 
ng/l 

PFOA 4.0 4.0 2.0 

PFOS 4.0 4.0 2.0 

HFPO-DA 
(GenX) 

5.0 10 5 

PFHxS 3.0 10 5 

PFNA 4.0 10 5 

PFBS 3.0 N/A N/A 

Hazard Index N/A 
1 

(unitless) 
0.5 

(unitless) 
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Initial monitoring results will be utilized to establish the compliance monitoring schedule for 
each point of entry. If a system demonstrates all regulated PFAS are below the trigger level, 
a PWS may apply for a reduced compliance monitoring schedule.  
 
The EPA PFAS NPDWR allows for previously collected data (voluntarily or through a program 
such as the Fifth Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR 5)) to be used to meet 
the initial monitoring requirements provided that data meets criteria established in the rule. 
Please review the rule or reach out to the CT DPH Emerging Contaminants Unit (ECU) at 
DPH.EmergingContaminants@CT.gov if you have specific questions on utilizing previously 
collected data.  
 
Links to relevant Federal Resources: 

• PFAS Rule Summary and Supporting Materials:  
o https://www.epa.gov/sdwa/and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfas#Summary 
o General Information 
o Communications Toolkit 
o Technical Information 
o Webinar recordings 

• Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR Part 141 Subpart Z): 
o https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/part-141/subpart-Z  

• UCMR 5 Data Finder: 
o https://www.epa.gov/dwucmr/fifth-unregulated-contaminant-monitoring-

rule-data-finder 
• Emerging Contaminants in Small or Disadvantaged Communities Grant: 

o https://www.epa.gov/dwcapacity/emerging-contaminants-ec-small-or-
disadvantaged-communities-grant-sdc 

 
C: Lisa Michelle Morrissey, MPH, Deputy Commissioner 
     Kerry A. Colson, Acting Branch Chief, Environmental Health and Drinking Water Branch 
     Jenna Nicol, Public Health Section Chief, Environmental Health Section   
     Christopher Roy, Public Health Section Chief, Drinking Water Section 
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