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Background

An initial step in developing a Statewide Active Transportation Plan is to identify a
vision for the future of active transportation in the state, along with goals to support
that vision. It is also essential to establish metrics to measure progress toward
achieving these goals. To date, the planning process has included a visioning session
with CTDOT leadership, meetings with the Statewide Active Transportation Committee
(SATC), a public and municipal survey, a series of public open houses across the state,
and a review meeting with CTDOT leadership.

The vision and goals should align with CTDOT’s mission statement: “Improving lives
through transportation.” CTDOT leadership also established guiding principles for the
plan, emphasizing safety, accessibility, connected networks, and the integration of a
“Complete Streets” approach into planning, designing, building, operating, and
maintaining transportation infrastructure to establish safe access for all people,
including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and abilities.

The following vision and goals constitute a synthesis of the findings from this varied
feedback.

The goals serve as puzzle pieces that,
when assembled, bring the vision to
life. The vision is is shaped by the
underlying values and benefits (the
“why” behind the plan), which
together define the purpose of the
plan.

! Connecticut Department of Transportation. 2024. “CTDOT Mission, Vision, and Values.” CTDOT. Accessed August 30,
2024. CTDOT Mission, Vision, and Values



https://portal.ct.gov/dot/general/ctdot-missions-visions-pillars-and-values?language=en_US
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The Why

In the visioning session, CTDOT's leaders were asked to dig deep to identify why this
plan is important. The resulting words included: equity, empathy, social connection,
opportunity, economy, access, longevity, quality, and safety. These “why” values are
reflected in the identified benefits, vision, and goal statements.

Active Transportation Benefits

Benefit statements reflect the desired statewide outcomes that the plan aims to
influence through its implementation. Closely tied to the “why” values above, these
benefits help articulate the purpose of the plan. It is important to note that many of
these outcomes are influenced by additional factors outside those of this planning
process.
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Active Transportation Vision

The vision statement describes the ideal future outcomes that the plan seeks to
achieve. During the second committee meeting, the SATC analyzed four draft vision
statement options. Their feedback resulted in common themes to include in the final
vision statement: CTDOT leadership and collaboration with other entities, comfort and
safety of facilities, connection to community, sustainability, use of innovation in design

and technology, and acknowledging that walking and biking are necessities for some
people to move around their communities.
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Some of these ideas are directly reflected in the draft vision, while others are implied
and addressed more specifically in the plan’s goals and strategies. Based on the
feedback received from the SATC and CTDOT leadership, the Project Team synthesized
the input into the following final vision statement:

CTDOT is a trusted partner and collaborator in
connecting people to their communities by providing
and supporting safe and comfortable walking, biking,
and rolling facilities for people of all ages and abilities.

Note: The term “rolling” as used in the vision statement means people using assistive
mobility devices and other human-scaled or micromobility devices that may be
electric-powered or electric-assisted, such as e-bikes and e-scooters.

Active Transportation Goals

Goal statements define the key targets that CTDOT and its partners will work together
to achieve. During the second committee meeting, the SATC reviewed four draft goal
statements and provided feedback on how well the statements addressed the needs
of the public and the municipalities, as well as suggestions for additions and
modifications. The feedback received from the SATC and CTDOT leadership resulted
in the following draft goal statements:

1) Safety — Consistent with the policy of the Connecticut Vision Zero Council and
following the Safe System Approach; eliminate all transportation-related
fatalities and serious injuries, including people walking, biking, and rolling.

2) Infrastructure — Expand the network of improved bikeways, multi-use paths,
and sidewalks.

3) Leadership — Support and strengthen local initiatives by providing improved

programs and resources to support biking, walking, and rolling.
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