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SECTION 1.10 ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE 
 

In Article 1.10.03-Water Pollution Control: 

REQUIRED BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

 

Add the following after Required Best Management Practice Number 13: 

 

  14.   The osprey (Pandion haliaetus) is a large migratory bird species in the hawk family 

measuring up to 25 inches long with a wingspan of up to 72 inches. Osprey prey almost 

exclusively on fish and are characterized by a white head with a brown crown and brown 

stripe that extends through their yellow eye down the cheek. Osprey adults are readily 

identifiable in flight by their white underbelly and long narrow wings. Ospreys, once near 

extirpation from Connecticut, have rebounded across the State and have adapted to life in 

urban settings. Ospreys build large stick nests on natural or manmade platform structures 

near or over water, including Connecticut’s saltmarshes. The osprey nesting season in 

Connecticut occurs between April 15 and July 31. For this reason, special conditions regarding 

the timing of work within the Project limits and immediate area of nesting ospreys’ area must be 

adhered to by the Contractor. 

 

  Adult ospreys are protective of their nests and may exhibit aggressive behavior if 

encroached upon. To protect this species and Project personnel, the Contractor shall not 

introduce new work activities and/or staging areas within a 500-foot radius of an active nest 

during nesting season (April 15 - July 31). Any change in construction sequencing, 

scheduling, or timing affecting work within a 500-foot radius of an active nest shall not be 

permitted. 

 

  The Contractor shall, through the Engineer, at least 10 days prior to the commencement of 

any construction activities, arrange for the District Environmental Coordinator (DEC) and 

an Environmental Inspector from the Office of Environmental Planning (OEP) or their 

authorized delegate to be available to meet and identify the nest location as well as discuss 

proper protection protocols for maintaining environmental commitments made to the 

protection of this species and habitat. 

 

  Ospreys are protected by State law under CGS Sec. 26-92 and by federal law under the 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) which prohibit killing, harming, taking, or keeping them 

in your possession. Workers shall be notified of the existence of ospreys in the area and be 

apprised of the laws protecting them. A CTDEEP Fact Sheet of the osprey shall be posted in 

the Contractor’s and inspection field offices. 

 

  The removal of an active nest shall not be allowed. If an osprey nest is located on a CTDOT 

structure, the Contractor shall receive authorization from OEP, through the Engineer and 

DEC, to remove it during the non-nesting season. OEP will oversee removal of the inactive 

nest and notify the CTDEEP Wildlife Division. 
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  If any osprey are observed in or around the Project area, the OEP must be notified at 

Andrew.Piraneo@ct.gov or at Marilyn.Gould@ct.gov.  If OEP staff cannot be reached at 

either of the above referenced emails, the District Environmental Coordinator will need to 

be contacted to facilitate further coordination with OEP’s Environmental Resource 

Compliance Unit.   

 

CTDEEP’s Fact Sheet for ospreys: 

Osprey Fact Sheet 
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