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1. DECISION

" The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and the Connecticut
Department of Transportation (CTDOT) intend to continue with the
implementation of the Proposed Action, which is the New Haven,
Hartford, and Springfield (NHHS) High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail
Project. This decision is based upon the Environmental
Assessment/Environmental Impact Evaluation (EA/EIE) (May 2012) that
was prepared for the Proposed Action and the comments received
during the public review period for the EA/EIE (May 8 —June 22, 2012).
A copy of the Executive Summary that was included in the EA/EIE and
the Errata to the EA/EIE is attached (see Attachment A).

1. STATEMENT OF ENVAIRONIVIE'NTAL IMPACT

There will be no significant impacts to the environment as a result of the
proposed Action. All practical means to avoid or minimize any
associated environmental impacts have been adopted. The mitigation
measures in the EA/EIE, and where appllcable the responses to
comments have been adopted.

I, AGENCY COORINATION AND PUBLIC iNVOLVEMENT

- Agency coordination and public involvement for the NHHS High Speed
“Intercity Passenger Rail Project EA/EIE were conducted in accordance
with NEPA and CEPA. These Acts and their implementing regulations

require that the environmental review of any significant activity
undertaken, respectively, by a‘federal entity or {in the case of CEPA) a
state, and which has the potential to impact the environment, be
prepared in consultation with appropriate agencies.
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The public has been continuously engaged since 2002 in the
development of improved passenger rail service in the NHHS rail
corridor. This includes public participation in the NEPA/CEPA process
associated with implementation of commuter rail along the NHHS rail
corridor, as well as in the 2010 Environmental Review and the current
2011 EA/EIE. During the public involvement effort for this EA/EIE,
CTDOT has revisited the elected officials and managers of all of the
NHHS rail corridor’s towns, and has engaged the public to discuss the
proposed project and receive public input. Through that effort, the
proposed project has been refined to incorporate needs articulated by
the towns’ representatives (see Attachment B).

The public scoping process for the Proposed Action began on
September 20, 2011 with the publication of the scoping notice in the
Environmental Monitor (Attachment C). The purpose of the notice was
to inform and solicit comments from the public concerning the
Proposed Action. The public comment period for scoping ended on
October 20, 2011.

A Notice of Availability for the EA/EIE, which included the notice for the
three Public Hearings that were held, was advertised in the
Environmental Monitor on May 8, May 22, June 5, and June 19, 2012, as
well as, in the Hartford Courant, the New Haven Register, the Springfield
Republican on May 8, May 15, and May 20, 2012, La Voz (a Spanish |
newspaper) on May 10, May 17, and May 24, 2012, and the

Meriden Record-Journal on May 15 and May 20 (see Attachment C).

The EA/EIE was available for review during the entire 45-day public
comment period at www.nhhsrail.com, the Connecticut Department of
Transportation, the City or Town Clerk’s Office and the Public Libraries
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in the affected municipalities along the rail corridor, the South Central
Regional Council of Governments, the Central Connecticut Regional
Planning Agency, the Capitol Region Council of Governments, and the
Pioneer Valley Planning Commission. :

- Comments were submitted via the project webSIte in wrltmg, by email,
or as verbal testimony at the three public hearings. Responses to all
‘comments received are included in Attachment D (see CD orvisit
www.nhhsrail.com and click on the Env:ronmental Assessment tab and

| then Appendix A).
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Attachment A N ,

Environmental Assessment/Environmental Impact Evaluation
Executive Summary and the Errata
to the Environmental Assessment



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

ES-1.0 INTRODUCTION

Environmental Assessmeht/Environmental Impact Evaluation for the New Haven, Hartford, and
Springfield High-Speed Intercity Rail Project

This Environmental Assessment/Environmental Impact Evaluation (EA/EIE} is a Tier 1 Service Level EA, as
- well as an EIE, and addresses the environmental effects resulting from implementation of the New -
Haven, Hartford and Springfield (NHHS) High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Project (the project)
proposed by the Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT), the project sponsor in conjunction
with the Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MASSDOT). The Federal Railroad Administration”
(FRA}, an agency of the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT), has awarded to the State of
Connecticut three grants totaling $190.9 million, toward the cost of designing and constructing the

NHHS Rail Program improvements under the High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail {HSIPR) Program.

The NH’HS rail corridorincludes 62 miles of existing rail line, owned and operated by the National
Railroad Passenger Corporation {Amtrak). Historically, it included two or more tracks along its entire
length, but today consists of just 23.3 miles of double track and 38.7 miles of single track. For purposes
of the environmenta! review documented in this EA/EIE, the southern and northern termini of the NHHS
rail corridor are, respectively, at Union Station in New Haven, Connecticut, and just east of Springfield
Union Station in Springfield, Massachusetts (where a layover yard and maintenance facility is being
proposed). ~ ‘

Passenger rail service in this once-robust corridor declined over the latter half of the 20th century.
Currently, passenger service consists of no more than the six to eight daily round-trip passenger trains
between New Haven and Springfield (with one continuing to Washington, D.C.) and a single daily round
trip between Washington, D.C,, via New Haven and Springfield, and St. Albans, Vermont. At New Haven,
the corridor connects with Amtrak trains to New York and Boston, as well as commuter rail service
operated by Metro-North Raifroad to New York City and Connecticut Shore Line East service, operated
by Amtrak, to New London, Connecticut. -

The proposed project comprises significantly enhanced passenger rail service in the existing NHHS rail
.corridor, with up to 25 daily round;trip trains (up to 50 one-way trips per day) by 2030. Related
operational improvements would include an increase in the capacity of the line to accommodate
additional trains, an increase from a maximum of 80 miles per hour (mph) to a maximum train speed to
110 mph, service to new regional train stations, and reduced scheduled travel times. The proposed
project’s infrastructure improvements in-the NHHS rail corridor (Figure ES-1) comprise:

s Restoration of sections of second track;

s Construction of new passing sidings; ‘

s Construction of a layover and light maintenance facility;

e At-grade crossing upgrades;

« Facility-specific bridge and culvert rehabilitations, replacements and remova!s

‘*_ Installation of new crossovers and signal upgrades; -

» Improvement or relocation of existing passenger rail platforms for Amtrak intercity service, as weil
as additional station parking and improved station access;
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* Improvements to p!atfo-rms, track configuration and sidings in the Springfield Terminal area; and
‘e Construction of future FTA-funded new regional rail stations.

Beyond the Project, significant future investment in the NHHS corridor would be required to rehabilitate
the Connecticut River Bridge between Windsor Locks and East Windsor; rehabilitation or relocation of
the Hartford Viaduct, a three-bridge viaduct through the center of Hartford; upgrades in the Springfield
area relating to high-level platforms at Springfield Union Station; location of a permanent layover
facility;-and track configuration changes in the Springfield area required to accommodate additional
Amtrak trains serving the Vermonter, Knowledge, and inland Corridor. These future investments would
need to be addressed in subsequent Tier 2 project-ievel enviranmental documeiits.

CTDOT developed this EA/EIE with close coordination and consultation with federal agencies,
Massachusetts and Connecticut state-level agencies, local governments/agencies, operating railroads,
‘stakeholder groups, and the public. Coordination included the presentatlon consultation, and discussion
of project attributes, alternat:ves and impacts and stakeholder meetings, agency briefings, and publtc
meetings and presentations. '

FRA together with cooperating agencies the Federal Transit Administration {FTA) and CTDOT have
prepared this EA/EIE pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. 4331 et seq, its
implementing regulations at 40 CFR Part 1500 et seq., and FRA’s Procedures for Considering
Environmental Impacts (64 FR 28545). This EA/EIE has also been prepared in accordance with the
Connecticut Environmental Policy Act (CEPA) Connecticut General Statutes, Sections 22a-1a through
22a-1h RA guidance on Compliance with NEPA in Implementing the High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail
Program, issued in August 13, 2009. The August 13, 2009 guidance describes service-level NEPA review
for passenger rail corridor programs, such as the NHHS. The FRA has overall responsibility for facilitating
completion of the environmental review process, reviewing and issuing a FONSI, if appropriate, and
ensuring that CTDOT complies with all environmental review requirements.

To accommodate the flow of federal funding, the project has been divided geographically into a number
of phases, as described below. The FRA previously advanced environmental review pursuant to NEPA for -
two of these phases — Meriden-Newington {Milepost [MP] 20.3 to MP 31.1) and Hartford-Windsor (MP
37.2 to MP 43.0} —and issued a Categorical Exclusion {CE) for both, completing the NEPA process.
However, these two phases have not yet undergone CEPA review. Therefore, the potential
environmental impacts of work in those two phases are documented in this EA/EIE and are subject to
CEPA review. Capies of the CEs are included in Appendix 1.

The project phasés comprise the fol!éwing:

Phase 1 {Meriden-Newington) (CE}: Using $40 million in federal obligated American Recovery and-
Reinvestment Act (ARRA} funding and $20 million in state funding, the 10.2 miles of track between
Meriden and Newington will be upgraded by construction of a second track, installation of new signal
and power cables and rehabilitation of bridges and culverts. '

Phase 2 {New Haven-Hartford): Once the $120.9 million in federal funding awarded in 2010 is obligated,
along with a state match of $144.8 million, the infrastructure and stations (Wallingford, Meriden, Berlin
and Hartford) between New Haven and Hartford will be upgraded. The work includes installation of
double track, new signal and power cables, at-grade crossing improvements, rehabilitation of bridges
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and culverts and minor improvements at the Sprmgfle!d Statlon or the Amtrak-owned Sweeney Yard site
for use as a temporary layover facility.

Phase 3A (Hartford Wmdsor) {CJ Using $30 million in federal obligated ARRA funding and a state
rmatch of $12.8 million, the railroad infrastructure between Hartford and Windsor will be upgraded. The
work includes installation of double track, at-grade crossing improvements, and rehabilitation of bridges
and culverts. In addition, new signal and power cables will be installed between Hartford and Springfield
in order to complete installation of the cables along the entire NHHS rail corridor.

Phase 3B (Windsor-Springfield): Additional federal funding would be needed to' complete the remaining
improvements between Windsor and Springfield, including stations at Windsor, Windsor Locks and.

' Springfield, and improvements to facilitate shuttle bus connections between Bradley International
Airport and the Windsor Locks Station. The work includes installation of double track, at-grade crossing
improvements, rehabilitation of bridges and culverts and construction ofa permanent layover and Ilght
maintenance facility in the Springfield area.

" Regional Rail Stations: To increase the benefits of improved rail service élong the NHHS rail corridor,
CTDOT intends to apply for FTA fundmg to add four new regional rail stations at Enfield, West Hartford,
Newington, and North Haven, as well as an additional platform at the existing New Haven State Street
Station.

This EA/EIE evaluates the potential environmental |mpacts of the proposed passenger rail service
. enhancement in the NHHS rail corridor and the associated capital improvements to the extent they have
been defined (Figure ES-1).

The potential environmental imbacts associated with the improvements evaluated in this EA/EIE are
summarized in Table ES-1 {see end of this Executive Summary). '
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Figure ES-1 — NHHS Rail Corridor and Proposed Improvements

" *Wallingford and Windsor Locks each have two alternate station sites under evaluation.
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" ES-2.0 PURPOSE AND NEED

Purpose -

The purpose of the proposed project is to increase the safety, quality, frequency, and speed of
passenger service along the NHHS rail corridor and to address the current and future transportation

- needs of Connecticut, Central Massachusetts, Boston and Vermont. This project is also intended to fulfill
Connecticut’s goal of providing additional commuting options along the corridor by increasing the
number of daily trains through several of the communities along the corridor. - : |

Need ' : :

The current rail infrastructure between Springfield, Massachusetts, and New Haven, Connecticut, is
insufficient to handle the growth expected in the Northeast market. The needs for the project is are the
congestion, capacity constraints, and population and expected ridership growth in the project area. The
Northeast market for intercity travel is estimated to reach 200 million medium-distance trips (between
100 and 400 miles) across all major transportation modes — auto, air, and rail — by 2025. With expected
demographic growth, and increased capacity constraints on the study area’s highways and at major
airports, Amtrak’s preliminary estimates are that intercity passenger rail ridership in the Northeast could
double by 2030. C ' :

ES-3.0 ALTERNATIVES EVALUATION

No-Build Alternative : : _

The No-Build Alternative assumes that passenger rail infrastructure in the NHHS rail corridor would be
maintained in a state of good repair, potentially including any necessary safety and state-of-good repair

improvements to the Connecticut River Bridge and the Hartford Viaduct. The No-Build Alternative also
includes standard maintenance of up to 46 bridges and 115 culverts throughout the corridor that are
not included in the proposed project. No restoration, improvement or new construction of passenger’

- rail infrastructure would be undertaken in the corridor except as required by Amtrak to maintain safe
rail operations. o

‘Build Alternative ‘ . _

The proposed service plan would provide a one-seat ride or cross-platform transfers on service from
Washington, D.C., and New York to Springfield, Boston and the Knowledge Corridor, as well as bi-
directional, 30-minute peak-hour service and hourly midday service in the NHHS rail corridor. Related
operationa! improvements include an increase in the capacity of the line to accommodate additional
trains, an increase in the maximum train speed from 80 mph to 110 mph, service to future FTA-funded
new regional rail stations and reduced scheduled travel times. These operational improvements, in turn,
require rail infrastructure improvements. ' '

" Double Tracking: The project includes replacement of approximately 35 miles of second track that were
removed by Amtrak in the early 1980s. The track, consisting of a sub-ballast foundation, wood or
concrete railroad ties and steel rail, will be restored on the previously-engineered Amtrak track bed. The
new track will be aligned to support speeds of up to 110 mph. There are five proposed sections of new
double track, including one (MP 31.1 to MP 35.1) where the second track physically still remains, but is
no longer in service and will be made serviceable: '

e North Haven to Meriden (MP 7.1to MP 17)
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* Meriden to Newington (MP 20.3 to MP 31.1) (Phase 1 CE, App. 1}
¢ Hartford (MP 31.1to MP 35.1)

¢ Hartford to Windsor (MP 37.2 to MP 43.0) {(Phase 3A CE, App. 1)
' Windsor to Enfield (MP 46.7 to MP 49.0 and MP 50.4 to MP 54.8)

Amtrak also plans to widen the distance between the two tracks by two feet (to 15 feet between track
centers) where feasible, to enhance ride quality and simplify track maintenance.

: Extstmg intert:lty Stations , :
The existing train stations at New Haven, Walhngford Meriden, Berlin, Hartford, Windsor, Windsor
Locks and Springfield would continue to provide Amtrak intercity rail service.

New Haven Union Station: No improvements are planned at New Haven Union Station. ftis anticipated
that long-term (2030} additional parking demand (249 spaces) would result with enhanced service in the
NHHS rail corridor (see Note 1).

Wallingford Station: The existing station location is not compatible with addition of high-level platforms,
which-would block local streets. Several alternative sites were considered for relocation of this station.’

Both the Parker Street/North Cdlony Street and Ward Street/Judd Square locations are evaluated in this
EA/EEE A final recommendation for the station site will be deferred until after the FA/EIE public
comment period. Both alternative sites would require some property acquisition and relocation.
Additional future (2030) parking demand is estimated to be 210 spaces Figure ES-2 mdlcates the -
mileposts for each alternative. '

Meriden Station: High-level platforms and a parking structure would be added to support use of the
existing station, From several conceptual station layouts presented to the City of Meriden, the preferred
fayout closes the Brook Street at-grade crossing and is consistent with the City’s plans for TOD in the

" area. The improvements to the station area may require the demolition of the current Amtrak station
building. Fufure (2030) additional parking demand is estimated to be 300 spaces.

~ Berlin Station: H:gh level pIatforms would be constructed near the existing statlon building, which would'
be renovated by the Town of Berlin as part of a separate project. Future (2030) additional parkmg
demand at Berlin Station is estimated to be 232 spaces.

, Hartford Union Station: At this existing station, the single SOO—foot-Iong platform would he retrofitted or
elevated to provide high-level boarding to trains. It is anticipated that future (2030) demand for an
additional 342 parking spaces would result with enhanced service in the NHHS rail corridor (see Note 1,
beldw).

Wirndsor Station: High-level platforms would be constructed near the existing station on Mechanic
Street. Additional future (2030) parking demand is estimated to be 180 spaces; parking would be added '
on the east side of the tracks.

Windsor Locks Station: Two alternative station site options, eachincluding improvements to support a
bus shuttle connection to Bradley International Airport, were considered for this station. The Town of
Windsor Locks has stated its preference for the location north of the Town’s Central Business District, as
part of a proposed renovation and expansion of the Windsor Locks Commons development and adjacent
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toan eXlstmg historic station structure. Future (2030) additional parking demand at Windsor Locks -
Station is estimated to be 107 spaces. A final recommendation for the station site has been deferred
until after the EA/EIE public comment period. Figure ES-2 indicates the mileposts for each alternative.

Springfield Union Station: High-level platformsare proposed for one or more of the platforms served by
passenger trains at the existing Amtrak Springfield Union Station. Future 2030 additional parking
demand resulting from enhanced service in the NHHS rail corridor is estimated at 364 spaces {see Note
1, beiow)

New Stat:ons ‘
. The State of Connectlcut mtends to appiy for FTA fundmg to support construction of new reglonal rail
stations along the NHHS rail corridor to supplement planned intercity service.

New Haven State Street Station: One additional iSO—foot -long h;gh -level platform, sufficient for safe
access to and from the planned two-to-three car regional trains, would be provided on the westernmost
‘track with new (or modified existing) overhead walkway, elevator and stairs at this existing station (See
Note 1 below}.

North Haven Station: This proposed new station would be lotated at the intersection of Divine and State
streets in North Haven. The site is adjacent to an existing park-and-ride- lot owned by CTDOT, whlch
would be enEarged to provide long-term future (2030) parking of up to 288 parkmg spaces.

Newington Station: This proposed new station would be located at the intersection of Willard and |

" Francis Avenues on the east side of the tracks at the site of the historic station location. It would result
in an intermodal site with a pedestrian overpass connecting to the proposed New Britain-Hartford
Busway station located immediately west of the tracks. Future (2030} pa rklng demand at Newington
Station is estimated to.be 202 spaces.

West Hartford Station: This new station would be located at the intersection of Flatbush and Newfield
Avenues on the site of an unused commercial building on the east side of the tracks. It would resultin an
intermodal site with a pedestrian overpass connecting to the proposed New Britain-Hartford Busway

~ station located immediately west of the tracks. Future {2030) parkmg demand at West Hartford Station -
is estimated to be 167 spaces

Enfield Station: This new station would befocated in the Village of Thompsonville at the intersection of
Main and North River streets adjacent to an existing residential complex {Bigelow Commons} and a
historic commercial building. Future parking demand at this station is estimated to be 214 spaces.

Lavover and Light Maintenance Facility

The proposed project includes construction of a train fayover and light maintenance facility in the
Springfield area. The facility, required to support the planned 2030 service level, would be used for
overnzght storage, cleaning, and hght maintenance of three regnona! trains. .

Note 1: The project will not be constructing additional parking capacity at New Haven Union Station, New Haven State Street Station, Hartford ‘
Union Station,.or Springfield Unlon Station. At these stations, parking will continue to be provided by the local parking authorlty. The parkmg
capacity added by the local parking authorities may be phased over several years to meet the parking demand as it develops.
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Three sites were considered for the Springfield layover and maintenance activities. On the basis of the
qualitative analysis of the three potential sites, the Armory Street site was selected as the best long-
term location to support the 2030 level of service. Access to the site will require construction of a new
2,000-foot-long access track from Springfield Union Station to the layover area along the former branch
fline. The site has sufficient space for the proposed facility and for potential future expansion. The other
two sites — the Amtrak Sweeney Yard Site south of Springfield Union Station, and a site along tracks
within Springfield Union Station -- would be sufficient for interim layover and maintenance needs but
are too constrained to support service needs for the full 2030 NHHS project.

Sldmgs

Construction of three new rallroad passing sidings is mciuded in the proposed pI’DjECt The sidings would
run parallef to the main line tracks and be used to hold freight trains to avoid defays to passenger trains.,
The sidings would be Iocated as follows:

. Berlin Siding {MP 26 6-27.8): This siding, which would not be required until 2030 service levels
are achieved, would reduce train conflicts south of Hartford for Connecticut Southern Railroad
{CSO) trains serving local area shippers.

o Hartford Yard Siding (MP 37.2-38.8): This siding would be located within the emstmg Hartford -

"~ Railroad Yard and provide storage for freight trains operatmg to.and from the yard and adjoining
branch lines and turning passenger trains. :

» Armory Street Siding (MP 62.3-62.9): This siding, conSIstlng of constructlon of a para[lei track,
-would provide access to the proposed Springfield layover and light maintenance facility,
described above. This siding would be constructed only if the Armory Street site is selected as
the location for the permanent layover and light maintenance facility. '

Bridges and Culverts

On the basis of condition assessments and in- depth inspections of the bridges and culverts in the NHHS
rail corridor, each structure’s condition was rated as excellent, good, fair, poor, serious or unknown (the

latter if access was not available or the structure could not be located) and an appropnate improvement

was recommended for each structure, reflecting the specifics of its condition.

Baséd on that analysis, the proposed project includes improvements to 42 structures under the tracks
called “under-grade bridges,” four overhead bridges and 61 culverts located across the NHHS rail

" corridor. The remaining bridges and culverts in the corridor are not included in the proposed project’s
program of infrastructure improvements because they require only routine maintenance or no action.

Applicable Federal Regulations, Required Coordination and Permits

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA): This environmental document has been prepared in
accordance with NEPA and its implementing regulation. If it is determined that no significant impacts
would result from the proposed project, a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI} will be issued hy the
FRA, the lead federal agency If significant impacts will occur, further envuronmental analysis may be '
required. : :

U.S. Army Carps of Engineers (ACOE): The ACOE has jurisdiction, under the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act or Clean Water Act of 1972 to regulate discharge of dredge or fill material into all waters of
the United States including open water, inland wetlands, and tidal wetlands. The ACOE coordinates the 7
issuance of a Section 404 wetlands permit with the State of Connecticut Water Quality Certification in
accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act.
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Hazardous Matenais Regulations: Risk sites, regulated by federal and/or state rules and regulations, may
be located along the rail corridor. CTDOT Task 210 procedures would be |mplemented during the final
‘design phase of the project for areas on or adjacent to identified high-risk sites.

Historic .Preservation Act (Section 106): Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966
requires that federal agencies consider the effect of their undertakings on historic properties.

Section 4{f): Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966 prohibits the use of
publicly owned parks, recreational areas, wildlife and waterfowl refuges and public and private historic
properties unless the responsible USDOT agency makes two findings: 1) that there is no feasible and
prudent alternative that avoids the use of Section 4{f) properties; and 2) that the project or action
includes all possible p!annmg to minimize the harm that would result from the use of those propertres

Section G(f) Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act {LWCFA) requ:res that property
acquired or developed with LWCFA funding not be used for any purpose other than pubhc outdoor
recreation without the approval of the Secretary of the U.S. Department of the Interior.

Public Health Service Act (Safe Drinking Water Act): The 1986 Federal Safe Drinking Water Act grants
primary authority to the states for adoption and enforcement of reguiatlons for the protectlon of water
systems and supplies. :

Federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policy Act of 1970: Affected
property owners would be afforded relocation assistance through the Federal Uniform Relocation
Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policy Act of 1970. CTDOT is authorized and required to
provide monetary and other relocation assistance to dlsplaced property owners whose properties would
be acquired for implementation of the proposed federally funded project.

" Executive Orders: The federal Executive Orders Irsted below must be taken into consideration as part of
the evaEuatlon of each alternatlve

s Executive Order 11990 mandates that federal agencaes ensure preser\ratlon and enhancement
of wetland resources;
e Executive Order 11988 directs federal agencres to take appropriate action to minimize flood
hazards and impacts resulting from madifications to floodplains; and '
e Executive Order 12898 requires federal agencies toensure that their programs, policies and
activities do not result in disproportionally high or adverse human health or environmental
effects on minority or low-income populations. ' -

Other Coordination Requirements : :

« -National Rallroad Passenger Corporatron {Amtrak) Coordination: The NHHS rail corridor mcludes
62-miles of existing rail line, owned and operated by Amtrak, currently operates regional
passenger service between New Haven, Connecticut, and Springfield, Massachusetts.
Coordination with Amtrak is required dunng the plannlng, design and construction phases of the
project.

» Rail Freight Operations Coordination: The proposed project requires coordrnatron with rail

" freight operators to avoid adverse impacts to their operations during construction and as
additional passenger rail service is phased in. This includes the following freight rarlroads CSX
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Transportat:on, Connecticut Southern Railroad, Pan Am Ra:lroad Providence Worcester Rallroad
and the Central New England Railroad.

Applicable State Regu!ations, Required Coordination and Permits

Connecticut Environmental Policy Act (CEPA): This environmental document has also been prepared in
accordance with CEPA - Connecticut General Statutes (CGS), Sectiohs 22a-1a through 22a-1h and thus
serves as an EIE under CEPA review. Connecticut’s Office of Policy and Management will make a
determination of adequacy-as required by CEPA.

Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA): The MassDOT has determined that the work proposed
by the NHHS Project in Massachusetts does not trigger any thresholds under the Massachusetts
Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and therefore is not subject to review under MEPA.

The following regulations are appllcable to the surface water resources and groundwater resources
throughout the study corridor and to the proposed project:

* Connecticut Surface Watet Quality Standards (Connecticut Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection [CT DEEP], Effective February 25, 2011);

o ‘State of Connecticut Integrated Water Quality Report (Draft, April 11, 2011); and

* CT DEEP Groundwater Quality Standards (Effective April 12, 1996) _

s Massachusetts Surface Water Permit Discharge Program, 314CMR3.00 and 4.00

Principal applicable state law concerning the proposed project’s impact to wetla nds is as follows:

. The Connecticut Infand Wetland and Watercourses Act (CGS Section 22a 36 through 22a-453,
inclusive);

-+ The Connecticut Coastal Management Act {CCMA) (CGS Sectlons 22a-90 through 22a-112,
inclusive); and

s The Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (IV[GL Chapter 13 Section 40).

The following reguiatlons are applicable to the consideration of wild and scenic rivers, na\ngable
waterways, and coastal resources in the NHHS rail corridor:

+ Wild & Scenic Rivers Act, October 2, 1968;

« Navigable waterways of the United States are defined (33 CFR Part 329) as “those waters that
.are subject to the ebb and flow of the tide and/or are presently used, or have been in the past,

~ormay be susceptible for use to transport interstate or foreign commerce;

e Navigable wateriays are also regulated by the CT DEEP, and bridges that cross them may be
regulated by the U.S. Coast Guard; ,

-#  Connecticut’s Coastal Management Act; and

¢ Section 22a-94 of the Connecticut General Statutes, in which coastal waters are defmed by the
state as those waters of Long Island Sound and other associated waters that contain a salinity of
‘at least 500 parts per million {ppm) under low-flow stream conditions. '

¢ Massachusetts Rivers Protection Act as Amended, 1996

In addltron the following regulations are applicable to the proposed prOJect s effects on ﬂoodplams and
floodways and Connectmut—destgnated stream channel encroachment lines (SCELs):
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s Sections 25-68b through 25-68h, inclusive, of the CGS, Connecticut’s Flood Management
Program. This program, administered by the CT DEEP, regulates state agency actions affecting
floodplains and natural man-made storm drainage facilities. Agencies undertaking such actions
must submit a Flood Management Certification (FMC) describing the project activities and the
measures taken to meet the program’s standards. Under recent provisions, project-related
improvements that resutt in the loss of flood storage capacity may be required to provide flood
storage compensation. '

s - The Connecticut SCEL program, administered by the CT DEEP, regulates activities within
designated SCELs and issues pérmits only if there isa clear demonstration that the project -
would not cause an increase in flood hazard or other adverse effects.

State laws governing review ofthe proposed pmJect s effects on threatened and endangered (T&E)
Spemes are as follows:

» The Connecticut Endangered Species Act {CGS 26-303) declared a p0|IC\/ of the State to
conserve, protect, restore, and enhance any endangered or threatened species and essential
habitat. The act requires that any action authorized, funded or- performed by a state agency not
threaten the continued existence of any endangered or threatened species or result in the

“destruction or adverse modification of habitat designated as essential to such species, using the -
best scientific data available. ’ '

* Massachusetts Endangered Species Act {310 CMR10:00)

' MassDOT Coordination: The NHHS rail corridor includes 62 miles of existing rail line, of which 6 miles are
in Massachusetts. Since the early inception of this NHHS Project the CTDOT and MassDOT have worked
_cooperatively in project planning and project development activities. Consistent with Vision for the New

England High-Speed and Intercity Raif Network, MassDOT acknowledges CTDOT's lead on this project
which is primarily n Connecticut. Coordination with MassDOT is required during the planning, design, -
and construction phases of the project. Massachusetts agreed to cooperate on the project in the above
refarenced vision through the following statement: “Through Connecticut’s leadership, we understand
the importance of restoring the double track and replacing bridges on the Springfield Line that serves
the cities of New Haven, Hartford, and Springfield in order to prov:de the foundatlon of the larger rail
network.” ' :

" ES-4.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

Introduction _ :

In order to accurately assess the potential impacts associated with the proposed project, a corridor
approximately 1 mile wide was used for Community Facilities, Median Household income, Minority
Population, Ground Water, and Surface Water, while a corridor approximately 1,000 feet wide was used
for Farmland Soils, Hazardous Materials, Cultural Resources, Section 4{f) and 6(f) Resources, Floodplains -
and Stream Channel Encroachment Lines, Noise and Vibration, Wetlands, Critical Environmental Areas
and Threatened and Endangered Species. A study area of up to a 5-mile radius at each statlon was used
to assess Soc:oeconomlc and including envuronmenta! justice.

_ Table ES-1 Summary of Environmental Consequences & Mitigation, located at the end of this Executive
.Summary, identifies the project’s potential impacts and associated mitigation.
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PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

Air Quality :

The proposad project would not resu!t in any local or regional short term or Iong—term adverse air
quality impacts. As the proposed project would comply with current control measures and would be
consistent with emissions budgets, it is determined to be in conformity with the Clean Air Act, as -
amended, pursuant to all applicable U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulations

For transportatlon prolects the criteria pollutants ofgreatest concern are carbon monoxide {CO) and
ozone as they are predominantly influenced by motor vehicle activity. Particulate matter smaller than or
equal to 2.5 microns in size {(PMys) is also a key pollutant because of the relative proximity of the study
corridor to the'New York Metropolitan Area, which is in nonattainment: In the past 9 years, overall
trends in annual concentration of PM, s have shown a downward trend {with the exception of a slight -
increase in 2005). None of the improvements with the proposed project would cause or contribute to
any new violations or increase the frequency or severity of any existing CO violations in CO
nonattainment or maintenance areas. :

Beginning in March 2012, a quantitative PM; 5 hot spot analysis will be required; at that time, the EPA
MOVES model will be required as the industry standard. The new MOVES mode! will be a more stringent
analysis {(incorporating more variables) than the model in use today. Consequently, based on application
of the new, more stringent analysis, the potential for PM, 5 hot spots along the study corridor from the -
increased rail activity with the proposed project could theoretica!ly be higher than that with the No-
Build Alternative. However, the most likely scenario is that emissions and hot spots would be less Ilke!y
along the study corridor in the future because of the overall significant reductions i in emissions
projected by EPA for the study corridor and the region.

‘Noise and Vibration : : :

Without mitigation, train- hom noise at grade crossings and existing and new regional rail stations would
result in potentially severe noise impacts: However, designation of Quiet Zones, which eliminates or
significantly reduces horn-noise impacts at public crossings, could be used to mitigate severe train-horn"
noise impacts. As part of the proposed project, Amtrak will add supplemental safety devices at all public
crossings along the NHHS rail corridor, as necessary, to meet Quiet Zone requirements and to provide
-additional safety protection to prevent motorists from attempting to drive around the gates. This wouild
enable the affected municipalities and Amtrak to jointly‘apply to FRA for Quiet Zone designations. Other
options for horn noise mitigation include wayside horns, barriers, or insulation. '

CTDOT will evaluate potential vibration-sensitive receptors on a case- by—case'basis and determine the
. impact and the need for mitigation, based on the proposed project’s track configuration determlned
during the final design phase or project development.

Additiona] noise ana[ysis would be required when the permanent layover/maintenance facility is -
advanced to Tier 2 environmental documentation to support the 2030 level of train service, as there are
residences within 250 feet of the preferred alternative’s proposed facilities and tracks. Overall, as the
project advances to final design, mitigation optlons will be evaluated to determine thelr appropriateness
and feamblilty :
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Topography and Geology

Qverall, the topography, geology, seismicity, and soils within the study corridor are stable and suitable
for the proposed project, which would not result in impact to topography or geology During the design
phase of the proposed project, more detailed geotechnlcal analyses would be performed, mciudmg fest
"borings along the corridor to enable the final design to accommodate all of the conditions ‘encountered
at specific locations of construction. Details of this analysis are provided in the Environmental Resource
Analysis reference document. '

Floodplains and Stream Channel Encroachment Lines
Impacts to 100-year floodplains would total approx:mate[y 10.7 acres of encroachment Most of this
acreage would be associated with improvements at existing stations and construction ‘of.new stations. ’
Other impacts would result from restoration of double track and construction of the new rail siding.
Some of the station work in floodplains would be for surface parking lots, which would be constructed
to match existing grades, to the extent possible, thereby minimizing fill volumes in the floodplain, which
could otherwise cause adjacent flooding effects. Proposed parking garages and overpass structures at
the stations could also reduce the flood storage capacity of the floodplains. Additional encroachment
impacts would affect approximately 1.0 acre of floodways and approximately 2.1 acres of SCELs due to

" the restoration of double track and construction of the new raii-sidin_g.'

CTDOT will be required to secure a FMC from the CT DEEP for all work involving impacts to the 100-year
floodplain or floodways in Connecticut. in addition, a SCEL permit will be required from the CT DEEP. For
~ any locations where flood storage volumes and/or flooding are projected to be adversely affected,
compensatory mitigation will be required. This may involve creation of new flood storage capacity to
offset lost fiood storage, prov;ded gither at or lmmedlateiy adjacent 10 the site of the impact

Relative to Executive Order 11988 on floodplain management every effort w1EI be made to avo1d
project-related impacts to floodplains. However, in some cases, there may be no practicable alternative
_to encroachment on 100-year floodplains and floodways. Impact avoidance, minimization, and
mitigation measures will be investigated and implemented as appropriate, in conformance with Federal
Emergency-Management Agency (FEMA) and State of Connecticut regulatlons

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Critical Environmental Areas and Threatened and Endangered Species :
A variety of T&E species and/or their habitats occur near many of the.proposed project’s improvements
in Connecticut. As many as 18 Connecticut-listed species are located in the vicinity of several regional
rail station sites and double-tracking segments in Connecticut, indicating potential impacts along the
corridor. There would be a possibility of additional impacts at the bridge and culvert repaw/replacement
sites in Connecticut once specific locations are identified. Impacts to the state and federally endangered
dwarf wedge mussel and Massachusetts-listed species and/or habitats along the Connecticut River are.
not anticipated. No species or habitats of concern were identified near the proposed Armory Street site
being considered for a layover/maintenance yard in Springfield. The other layover/maintenance sites
under consideration {Springfield Union Station and the Sweeny site} would require virtually no
improvements, Therefore, no impacts to T&E species and/or their habitats would result from the
Massachusetfs portion of the pro;ect

As the project design advances, additional coordination with the CT DEEP will be required to determine
whether the species and habitats of interest actually occur at the specific improvement sites and to
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i'dentify the need for field surveys and avoidance and/or protective measures for the particular
location({s}. Based on the resulis of this coordination, field studies may be required prlor to final
identification of impact avoidance and mmlmlzatlon measures.

Water Resources and Water Quallty :

No impacts to groundwater are anticipated with the proposed project. Some potentla! exists for adverse
impacts to surface waters from changes in stormwater flows from impervious surfaces and erosion and
sedimentation during the period of active construction. There may be temporary impacts to some
surface waters during construction, particularly during repairs and/or replacement of culverts and
bridges. The installation of the proposed new siding-has the potential to affect Piper Brook near the
Newington/New Britain Town Line. During final design the track length; track centers, and track bed Wifl
be adjusted to minimize lmpact to this waterway and its tributary.

In order to avoid or substantially reduce potential water quality lmpacts associated with the proposed
project, de51gn details will be developed to avoid adverse impact. Final designs will be coordinated and
permitted with the CT DEEP and Massachusetts Department of Envnronmental Protectmn (MADEP} and
other resource agencies,

Wetlands :

* The wetland mapping from available GIS data |nd1cates 40 wetland systems in the study corridor from
Hamden, Connecticut, to Longmeadow, Massachusetts. Restoration of double-tracking and construction”
of rail sidings would directly impact approximately 3.9 acres of wetlands along the NHHS rail corridor in
Connecticut; .6 acre due to proposed sidings and .7 acre due to.proposed double track in this EA/EIA and
2.6 acres due to proposed double track in the CEs for Phases 1 and 3A. No wetland impacts are '
antlupated in Massachusetts.

Potential indirect impacts to off-site wetlands, particularly from stormwater runoff, would be negligible
due to application of pertinent design and construction standards during later design phases of the

* proposed project. Some as-yet-undetermined level of wetland impact is anticipated from culvert and
bridge repairs or replacements; as the proposed project’s design progresses, any direct wetland impact
that cannot be avoided will be minimized through design measures, to the greatest extent practicable.
Based on conceptual layouts, no wetland impacts are anticipated from improved or new stations..

All potential wetland impacts from restoration of double-tracking, construction of rail siding and
bridge/culvert rehabilitation or replacements will be mitigated. Compensatory wetland mitigation will
be provided through a wetland mitigation plan developed in coordination with the ACOF and the CT
DEEP and following the guidelines set forth in the ACOE New England District Compensatory Mitigation
Guidance (July 20, 2010). While the priority mitigation options are wetland restoration and creation, the
mitigation package may include a combination of restoration, creation, enharicement and preservation
to adequately compensate for the lost acreage, types and functions-values of the impacted wetlands.

Wild and Scenic Rivers, Nawgable Waterways, and Coastal Resources .
None of the watercourses within the study corridor are included in the Nat:onal W|Id and Scenic Rivers

- System or are currently under consideration for such a designation. Navigable waterways that cross the
study corridor include major rivers, tidal waters and tributaries to the river’s head or upper limit of tide
and include the Mill, Quinnipiac and Connecticut rivers. Only portions of the City of New Haven and
Towns of Hamden and Nerth Haven in the NHHS rail corridor lie within Connecticut’s designated coastal
zone. However, tidal influences along the Connecticut River extend as far north as South Windsor.
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Restoration of double track through Windsor Locks between the existing track and the Connecticut River
would be done in coordination with the U.S. Coast Guard, ACOE and the CT DEEP; fina! track design will
locate the track improvements to avoid encroaching on the Connecticut River, designated a National
Heritage River. The proposed project includes no improvements to the Connecticut River Bridge.

Most of the NHHS rail corridor within Connecticut’s coastal boundary is already double-tracked with the
exception of a small, single-track segment in North Haven, Restoration of the second track would occur
within the existing railroad track bed and consistent with the transportation use of the existing facility.
Accordingly, no impact to coastal resources is anticipated with the proposed project. '

Potential impacts to navigable waterways and coastal resources will require further assessment and
agency coordination to determine avoidance/minimization measures. This assessment will occur during.
project design and permitting. ‘ :

Prime Farmiands and Farmlands of Statewide Importance - _ _—

The proposed project would have no impacts to prime and statewide important farmland soils as a
result of construction of the Springfield layover area or station improvements. Restoration of double
track and new sidings could impact up to 4.0 acres of prime and statewide important farmland soils in
the event track centers and track bed shoulders are widened.

Once the direct impacts are quantified, a Farmland Conversion Impact Rating Form {Form AD-1006) will
- be completed in coordination with the Natural Resources Conservation Service {NRCS). The NRCS will
_evaluate the information using a land evaluation and site assessment {LESA} system to establish a
farmland conversion impact rating score. From this, mitigation will be determined. Farmland conversion
mitigation may include paying a fee to protect farmland or providing permanent protection of
comparable farmland. - : :

HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

Land Use and Zoning : - ‘

The proposed project would result in no direct or indirect land use impacts associated with non-station
area improvements. No direct impacts would result from the proposed improvements at six station
locations. At the remaining stations, direct impacts would be either neutral or positive and could include
complementing TOD plans and other improvements planned by others for the station areas, while
increased activity at the stations could result in direct adverse impacts to access to surrounding land
uses.

The local municipalitiés and CTDOT agreed upon the following ongoing considerations for final station
design to ensure the compatibility of rail station design with local future land use plans:

"« The Meriden station parking will be located to integrate into the TOD ptan for the area.
e Parking for the Berlin station will be designed to be integrated into the TOD plan for the area.
s There will be ongoing coordination with the City of Hartford to respond to parking demand for
rail patrons as City redevelopment plans for the area take shape. o
e CTDOT will work with the Town of Enfield and Bigelow Commaons' ownership to co-locate a '
portion of the Enfield Station parking within the Bigelow Commons development; minimize use
" of riverfront access for parking; and, at the same time, work to minimize adverse effects to
access or parking for Bigelow Commons residents.
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Consistency with State, Regional and Local Plans _

Based on a review of local, regional, and state planning documents, the implementation of new and
improved passenger rail service would be consistent with the stated goals, objectives, policies and
actions of the state, regional and all but two local plans. Two station location options far both the Towns
“of Wallingford and Windsor Locks are being carried forward. The Towns have elected to postpone a final

site selection until after the EA/EIE public hearmgs

Property Acquisitions and Dlsplacement .
The proposed project would result in acquisition of apprommate!y 31 properties (42.2 acres} comprising
18 full property acquisitions, and 13 partial property acquisitions required for improvements to existing
stations and to construct new stations. This number may change slightly depending on selection of the
preferred station site alternatives at Wallingford and Windsor Locks, and on the selection of a site for
the permanent layover and light maintenance facility. Additional minor property acquisitions could be
required for track, at-grade crossing, and bridge and culvert improvements. Mitigation will consist of
monetary and other relocation asmstance to displaced property owners.

Socioeconomics ~ - _

Project-related impacts on socioeconomic conditions would be beneficial. The proposed project would
not result in any adverse socioeconomic impacts. Beneficial regional and national economic impacts
would result due to job creation; near regional rail stations in the NHHS rail corridor, beneficial
economic impacts would result from project-related induced development opportunities. Injection of
capital infrastructure spending into the regional economy would lead to jobs directly related to the -
construction of the proposed improvements and, potentially, additidhal jobs for the suppliers of
materials and equipment and for related professional services. In turn, these jobs would support
additional jobs made viable through the improved access by rail (mduced impacts), all ofwhlch would
bolster the reglonal economy by increasing economic grcwth

Following the initial construction/capital investment, there would be ongoing operations and
maintenance expenditures for the constructed facilities, equipment and associated services. Operatlons
and maintenance contracts would include the hiring of employees and purchase of supplies and
services, which would also result in positive economic impact. These direct expendltures give rise fo
mu[tlpller effects for the estlmatlon of the total economic |mpact

In addition to the beneficial impact of job-years, the proposed mprovements woufd have a sngmﬁcant
potential for beneficial economic development in the cities and towns with regional rail stations. As the
proposed project would not result in any adverse socioeconomic |mpacts no mitigation is proposed

' Communlty Resources and Nelghborhood Character

There is some potential for a mix of adverse and beneficial impacts to some study area ne;ghborhoods
due to changes in. motor vehicle access, access to services and other businesses, noise, and ,
neighborhood visual and physical cohesiveness. The improved rail corridor would result in a substantial
- Increase in the number of trains along the rail line. This'could result in some adverse impact on
neighborhood noise levels and on interaction in those areas where closure of at-grade crossings may -
become more frequent and opportunities to cross the tracks may be reduced

Station locations where the propased project would have adverse impacts- to neighborhood cohesion
include: Wallingford {both alternative sites}), Newington, West Hartford and Enfield. Potential adverse
impacts will be mitigated through ongoing coordination with the affected communities and
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representative neighborhood organizations during final design to offset those impacts to the extent
feasible and practicable.

Visual Resources and Quality : _
The NHHS Rail Corridor has served as an active rail line for over 160 years, from the earliest days of the
steam era to today. Many railroad facilities — stations, water towers, signal posts, tracks — have been
built, removed or replaced as railroad technelogy has changed and communities have grown around the
corridor. The NHHS Rail Project would add new railroad platforms, a pedestrian overpass and new
parking facilities at existing and proposed new train stations. Thése same amenities exist at nearly all of
the existing rail stations in Connecticut along the Northeast Corridor rail line. Addition of these
improvements has the potential for adverse impacts to the visual environment in the vicinity of the
* existing and proposed NHHS rail stations at Wallingford (Parker Street alternative}, Berlin, Newington,
Windsor, Windsor Locks, and Enfield. The impacts will be mitigated through landscaping and use of
building construction materials, colors and architectural styles consistent with station sites’
surroundings, to thg extent pdssibie. B i

Cultural Resources o o .

The NHHS rail corridor runs through an area of southern New England that has been the scene of human
habitation for some 12,000 years. Consequently, the area is rich in pre-Colonial archaeological sites, '
historic-period archaeological sites, historic districts and individual historic properties. The exact nature
of impacts on these resources, as well as archaeological resources that may be located in the corridor,
has not yet been identified or fully evaluated at this time because some of the proposed project’s
infrastructure improvements have been only conceptually designed or have not yet advanced to'that
stage. A Draft Programmatic Agreement (PA) among the FRA, CTDOT, Connecticut State Historic

. Preservation Office (CTSHPQ), Massachusetts State Historic Preservation Office (MASHPOQ), and other
interested parties is being developed in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.4(b)2. The PAimplements a
phased process for further consultation among FRA, CT DOT, CTSHPO, MASHPO, and other interested
parties including Native American Tribes; identification of historic properties that may be affected by
individual elements of the proposed project; and resolution of all adverse effects to historic properties
that may result with the proposed project. :

It is the CTSHPO's opinion that the entire NHHS rail corridor in Connecticut is eligible for listing in the
‘National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) as a thematically finked historic district. MASHPO has
~ concurred with the concept of the entire historic rail corridor as a linear historic district, The proposed
~ project may require physical alteration or demolition of historic resources that are individually éligible
 for listing in the NRHP or contribute to the significance of the National Register-eligible linear historic
district. Further evaluation of the potential effects of the proposed project will be completed in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act under the terms of the PA.

Section 4{f) Resources ‘ : ‘ -
There are 109 publicly owned parks and recreational areas in addition to wildlife and waterfowl refuges
~ in the NHHS rail corridor. None would be impacted by the proposed project. However, the NHHS rail

~ corridor is rich in historic districts and individua! historic properties that are listed on the NRHP or have
been determined to be National Register-elfigible. The proposed project may require physical alteration
or demolition of some historic resources. The exact nature of impacts has not yet been identified
because some of the proposed project’s infrastructure improvements have been only conceptually
designed or have not yet advanced to that stage. ‘ :

" Executive Summary o ' ‘ . : Page ES-17



Section 6(f) Resources

Section 6(f} resources are municipal parks or open space properties that have either been purchased,
maintained or enhanced with funding from the 1365 LWCFA. Bushnell Park, located in Downtown
Hartford, is the only Section 6(f} resource in the study corridor. The proposed project would not impact
this resource. Since there would be no impacts to the Sectlon 6(f) resources, no mitigation is warranted
or proposed

Transportatlon

Railroad: A detailed NHHS operations modelmg simulation was performed to determine the prOJected
perforimance of the future freight and passenger service, compared to the existing service. With the
proposed project, freight service tonnage would be allowed to grow at 1.5 to 2 percent {1.75 percent
average) compounded annually. Passenger train speed limits would be increased to a maximum of 110
mph at selected locations. During final design, the schedules for the future passenger and freight service
will be optimized and an overall robustness study of the operating infrastructure would be completed-
for the corridor to validate mfrastructure location.

Traffic: With implementation of the proposed project, adverse traffic impacts would occur at the
following focations where traffic LOS would fall below the criteria for acceptable traffic flows.

Traffic impacts at the affected station access driveways and intersections near the stations:

» Route 173/Francis Avenue/Station access (Newington)
*  Asylum Avenue/Spruce Street/Station Access {Hartford)

Traffic impacts at the affected grade crossings:

» Route 150/Hall Avenue/N. Cherry Street (Wallingford)
» Quinnipiac Avenue/N. Cherry St. (Wallingford) _
e Quinnipiac Avenue/Hall Avenue/North Colony Street/Center Street (Wallingford)
» Route 150/Hall Avenue/Washington Street (Wallingford) - Signal timing changes.
¢ North Colony Street/Parker Street (Wallingford)
* North Colony Street/Ward Street {(Wallingford)
. e Route 140/ Bridge Street/Route 159/Church Street (Windsor Locks)
- Main Street and Spring Street (Windsor Locks)
* Main Street and Church Street/Bridge Street {Windsor Locks)

Transit, P'arking, and Non-Motorized: At Meriden Station, there are two tracks at the station, requiring
passengers to cross the active track to access the train. This increases hoarding time and can cause
delays to other trains operating in the vicinity. The increase in train service will increase the number of
passengers arriving and departing at each station and, in turn, increase the need for timed connectivity
with local transit, as well as with commuter and Amtrak trains at New Haven connecting to points
south/west and north/east. Parking at existing stations is not adequate to support the projected
ridership for 2030. '

Project related enhancements would include increased connections to and from iocal bus transit by

providing two to four bus stalls at each rail station, with two additional stalls at the Windsor Locks
Station to provide an express shuttle'to Bradley International Airport. Bus stalls for private services at
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the current rail stations would be maintained. Access to the New Britain - Hartford Busway buses will be
integrated into the station designs at Newington and West Hartford. Parking will be increased at all
stations except New Haven Union, New Haven State Street, Hartford Union and Springfield Union. At
these stations, parking will continue to be provided by the local parking authority. All stations that are

" reconstructed, relocated, or newly constructed with the proposed project will Americans with .
Disabilities Act (ADA)-accessible routes from the existing sidewalks at the edge of the respective station
to the boarding platforms. Similarly, the sites will be designed to provide access by bicycle on the station
" drives and bicycle storage. High-level p!atforms connected by an aerial pedestrian overpass, will provide
safe access to the platforms and the trains. All stations will receive high-level platforms and pedestrian
overpasses except Springfield, Hartford, which will receive high-level platforms only and New Haven,
where they aiready exist. ' '

Publ:c Utilities and Energy : -

The proposed project may require some utlllty relocation during prOJect construction, which would be
coordinated with utility providers to efiminate or minimize disruptions. Potential disruption to utility
customers would also be minimized-through coordination with utifity providers. The proposed project
would have a positive impact on energy requirements as increased regional rail ridership would result in
a reduction in personal automobile usage and reduced fossil fuel consumptlon

Overhead utilities at the Newington and North Haven stations may have to be raised to clear the
proposed pedestrian crossover. Level 3 fiber optic cables running within and along the NHHS rail
corridor would have to be replaced. in addition, Amtrak intends to install new power, signal, and
communications cables along the west side of the corridor. CTDOT and MASSDOT have met with utility
owners along the corridor to advise them of the project and to seek as-built and other design plans to
help identify the location of utility crossings and their depth. As design of the improvements advance,
CTDOT W|1| work with the utility owners to optlm:ze the scheduling of utihty relocations.

Based on the preliminary Passenger Service Plan, the proposed project would result in a totat reduction

“of 92.65 million miles in vehicle miles of travel (VMT) of light-duty vehicles and an increase of 760,000
gallons of diesel fuel used for train locomotion. Overall energy consumption would be reduced with
increased regional rail ridership, particularly during peak hours of travel. The resulting reduction in
regiona! consumption of fossil fuels would reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Utility service disruptions during construction will be minimized through close. coordination of
construction activities, scheduling with utility providers, and advanced notice ofany anticipated outages
" to nearby customers.

Hazardous Materials and Enwronmental Risk Sites -

Hazardous waste sites were identified using the EPA’s 2002 Comprehensive Envnronmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Information System (CERCLIS) GIS coverage for towns
located in the NHHS rail corridor in Connecticut and Massachusetts. Based on the analysis, the rail
corridor contains 19 CERCLIS-listed sites. In addition, 44 other potentlai hazardous waste sites were
identified from CT DEEP Landfill, Leachate, and Waste Water Discharge GIS data layers.

The CERCLIS listed sites along with the other sites noted above are collectively calléd environmental risk

sites — locations where hazardous materizals are known to have been used and/or hazardous waste
generated and potentially discharged to tfie ground or water.
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* There is a high risk for encountering contaminated soils or debris in the existing railroad track’
bed during project construction. Along the existing railroad track bed and in the vicinity of the
~ Springfield Layover site, there is a strong probability for encountering contamination during
project construction. This wok would be in future Tier 2 environmental documents.
o Older building structures in the NHHS rail corridor requiring demolitlon can contain lead and
.‘asbestos.
+-  The property at 17-35 Bartholomew Avenue in Hartford, which is listed as a brownﬁetds site
and is near a proposed section of double tracking to be restored, has a prabability of the
presence of oil and hazardous materials OHMs. ' 7
- e There is a potential hazardous waste source on the site of the proposed North Haven Station
 consisting of treated industrial discharge from a chemical company.

For identified potential environmental risk and hazardous material sites in Connecticut, State of
Connecticut regulatory requirements will be followed by CTDOT through its environmental compliance
process as the proposed project progresses to final design and construction. All Massachusetts work -
would be in future Tier 2 environmental documents,

Safety and Security

The proposed project would not appreciably smpact publnc health, safety and security in the NHHS rail
“corridor. While greater frequency of trains may increase the frequency of opportunities for conflict -
between trains and vehicles or people, safety improvements at crossings and improved communications
among emergency responders would be a beneficial impact, serving to minimize potential conflicts and
their consequences. Safety and security design features at the stations would also have a beneficial
impact. An increase in rail service is expected to divert some vehicular traffic to the rail mode in the
region and, thus, would indirectly improve safety on roads and highways. Implementation of the
proposed project will conform to all applicable safety requirements, regulations, standards and
certifications and a comprehensive NHHS System Safety Program (SSP) will be developed for the
proposed project.

The NHHS Rail Program will conform to all applicable FRA, FTA, Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA), Amtrak and state safety and security requirements, regulations, standards, and
certifications, These measures will be incorporated into a comprehensive NHHS System Safety Program
{SSP) that ensures the development and coordmat[on of responssbiht:es for :mplementlng key safety and
security policies. ‘

Environmental Justice _

Concentrations of Environmental Justice (E1) populations {minority and/or low-income) exist throughout
the NHHS rail corridor stidy area, notably in the larger cities of New Haven, Hartford and Springfield.
There are no El populations in the portions of the study area in Newington and Windsor Locks, or near
the Sprmgﬂeld site ofthe proposed train !ayover/mamtenance facility.

The proposed NHHS rail corridor service enhancem_ents would have an indirect beneficial impact on EJ
populations in the vicinity of improved existing stations and relocated and proposed new stations. The
proposed project would provide new or improved access to regional rail transit services with station
locations nearer to some EJ populations, thereby improving mobility options for those who are transit-
dependent for work-related and other travel. It is anticipated that EJ populations near New Haven Union
Station, Meriden, West Hartford Hartford, and Springfield Umon Stat:on would be most beneficially
lmpacted
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Adverse impacts due to traffic and noise that would affect EJ populations will be mitigated in the form of
intérsection improvements, Quiet Zones and potential noise insulation of some homes. As no other
significant adverse impacts to £ populatlons are anticipated, no additional mitigation |s warranted or
proposed

Secondary and Cumulative Impacts

Secondary Impacts: Secondary impacts dre those thatare caused by the project and are later in time or
farther removed in distance than are direct impacts, but are still reasonably foreseeable. Secondary
impacts associated with the proposed project’s improvements to existing passenger rail stations and
introduction of new regional rail stations are expected to be generally beneficial and occur primarily
from induced development. Increased human activity (such as pedestrian circulation) associated with a
rail station can create a positive economic climate within which businesses want to locate. Such
development and redevelopment can be expected to be stimulated in the vicinity of new or significantly
upgraded station Iocatlons Secondary impacts are antacrpated to be mostly beneficial effects resulting
from:

e Improved access and connectivity within the NHHS rail corridor, the New England region and its
communities;
. !mproved air quality from reduced traf'ﬁc volumes;
s More emp!oyment opportunities due to increased access to jobs and the creation of new johs
associated with induced development; and :
e Stimulation of TOD and community sustainability.

Cumulative Impacts: Cumulative impacts are impacts upon the environment that result from the
incremental effect of the project when added to other past, present and reasonably foreseeable future
actions regardless of what agency {federal or non-federal) or person undertakes such other actions.
Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor but collectively significant actions taking place
over a period of time. ' ' ' '

The proposed project is consistent with and supported by ail regional and local plans with the exception
of the Town of Windsor Plan of Conservation and Development (June 2004}, which supports
constructing a second commuter railroad station, which is not included as an element of the proposed
project. Therefore, development is assumed to continue to be managed consistent with local land use
palicies and regulations and the cumulative impacts of growth on community and natural resources will
be offset by local land use management actions. -

: The ]ong-term plan for High Speed Rail (HSR) service and infrastructure improvements in the NHHS rail
corridor contemplates potential electrification of the line so that electric locomotives would be used in
lieu of diesel locomotives. Such infrastructure improvements may involve property and environmental
impacts beyond those discussed in this EA/EIE. Detailed infrastructure requirements and a full
environmental assessment would be deve]oped in the future as electrification of the line becomes a
priority. :

Overall cumulative effects of the development of the projects can be expected where new develobment
emerges consistent with smart growth principles advocated by the State of Connecticut, Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, and State of Vermont. These include concentrating new development in designated
growth areas, preserving neighborhood character as development occurs, and locating new growth
where supportive mfrastructure including all modes of transportation, is avallab!e
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Regional cumulative impacts due to the station improvements generally occur when the impacts of new
local development or redevelopment new or improved station locations are added together. All
proposed stations locations occur in existing well-developed communities where growth or change in
land use patterns is ongoing. Adverse cumulative impacts for the station locations are not expected to
be substantial, because changes in land use {development and redevefopment) are assumed to be
managed cons:stent with local land use poliues and regulatlons

Construction Period Impacts ,

Construction of the proposed project would result in some temporary im pacts which would be
minimized or mitigated through design- and construction-related measures and controls and
implementation of plans developed in compliance with applicable state and federal requirements.
Potential impacts would include fugitive-dust emissions; light pollution during any nighttime
construction activity; erosion and sedimentation of wetlands, waterways and reduced quality of surface
and ground waters; contaminated materials exposure; business disruptions; and locahzed increases in
traffic volumes, parking relocation and detours to typrcal traffic patterns.

The mast important way to reduce constructron-related impacts is through proactive communications
~ with residents, businesses, public officials, railroads and communities to ensure that those impacted by
construction know when the work will take place, how long it will take, and the extent of likely impacts
such as crossovers, detours and runarounds will be used. CTDOT is committed to a highly proactive
communications program that refies on providing impacted parties detailed information about the
project and project activities through the project website, Facebaok, Twitter, newsletters, press
releases, public meetings and other written materials and correspondence. CTDOT will work with all
entities involved in the planning and implementation of construction work — including Amtrak and
contractor forces — to maximize communications with the public and coordinate notifications in advance
of work activities, track outages, and any schedule changes in train service. All Massachusetts work '
would be in future Tier 2 environmental documents.

Construction-related impacts would be temporary at any given location along the NHHS rail corridor.
Overall, the proposed project could take approximately 60 months but may take longer based on
funding availability. Track and signal work for comparable stretches of rail line often can be completed
within a matter of weeks. Bridge and culvert repairs may be seasonally limited; the duration of work
depends on both project.scope and the avariabrllty of track outages. Station improvements are expected ‘
to take approximately 18 months each, :

During final design and construction, Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be followed for track
restoration, construction of rail sidings, bridge and culvert repair and replacement and station
improvements. These BMPs include design features to properly manage storm water during/after
construction, as well as temporary measures to minimize direct/indirect impacts during construction.

Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitment of Resources

The proposed project would result in an irretrievable and irreversible use ofenergy, construction
materials, and human labor, It would also require a commitment of federal and state funds that are not
retrievable for construction and future maintenance over the life of the facility. Labor, energy and
natural resources would be used in the fabrication and preparation of construction materials. These
materials are generally not retrievable. However, they are not in short supply and their use would not
have an adverse effect upon the continued availahility of these resources.
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Cost Benefit Analysns

The proposed project would require a capital cost of about $647 Million and, as a result, would generate
significant transportation, economic, community, and environmental benefits within the NHHS corridor
and the region. By providing the railroad infrastructure to support the 2030 service plan, the project
would fac:lttate the fo!low;ng benefits: : :

s Cartrips dlverted to ranl 15 mlHIOI’l

e Increase in passenger miles per year from 52 mnihon to 133 million
s Increase in ridership: 1.26 million new annual trips by 2030

e Reduction in number of vehicles: 3.2 million

Reduction in vehicle miles driven: 100+ million

Fuel saved: 3.5+ million gallons

Promotion of development of active, vibrant communities

Percent of population living within 25-mile radius of planned service: 80 percent
‘Service for transit-dependent populations

e Project-related construction and related jobs: 12,590

e Connection of regional travelers with local businesses and activities

Freight rail service also would be improved by the additional track capacity allowing operators to better
" serve their customers. It is anticipated that freight operations would grow at a rate of 1.75 percent per
year. The proposed project has been developed to accommodate this growth; while freight delays would
increase by about 8 minutes per 100 train miles or about 3 minutes per trip, it is expected that this will
be mitigated by optimizing future freight and passenger schedules.

ES-5.0 AGENCY COORDINATION AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Agency coordination and pubhc involvement for the NHHS ngh Speed InterCIty Passenger Rail Project
EA/EIE are bemg conducted in accordance with NEPA and CEPA. ‘

Agency Coordination: The FRA is the Lead Agency for the environmental review pursuant to NEPA. The
FRA has overall responsibility for facilitating completion of the environmental review process, reviewing
the EA/EIE and issuing the decision document. The FTA is a Cooperating Agency for this EA/EIE because
'CTDOT anticipates seeking FTA funding for four future stations and improvements to one additional

- existing station along the line. CTDOT is the Sponsoring Agency for this project and is coordinating wzth
the Connecticut Office of Pohcy and Management {OPM) regardlng CEPA compliance.

Public Involvement: The public has been contlnuously engaged since 2002 in the developgment of
improved passenger rail service in the NHHS rail corridor. This includes public participation in the
NEPA/CEPA process associated with implementation of commuter rail service along the NHHS rail
corridor, as well as for the 2010 Environmental Review and the current EA/EIE. During the public
involvement effort for this EA/EIE, CTDOT has revisited the elected officials and manaAgers of all of the
NHHS rail corridor’s towns, and has engaged the public to discuss the proposed project and receive.
public input. Through that effort, the proposed project has been refmed to mcorporate needs

" articulated by the towns’ representatwes :
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Public support for the program has been constant since 2002. Public input from individuals and
community leaders has focused on two primary issues: 1) coordination of station improvements and
new station construction to ensure compatibility with local development plans; and 2) management of
traffic congestion at grade crossings due to the increased number of gate closures necessitated by the
proposed service enhancements. :

Preparation of this NEPA/CEPA EA/EIE has involved a public involvement program intended to inform
the public and receive input regarding the proposed project. Meetings with officials from each of the 13
communities in the NHHS rail corridor and public information meetings in Wallingford and Windsor
tocks were held between April and September, 2011. Two public information meetings were held in
August and September of 2011. Additional public outreach occurred via a project website, newsletters,
public advertisements and press releases. Three Public Hearings are being held during the public )
‘comment period as part of the NEPA/CEPA process. The required 45-day comment period for the EA/EIE
begins with the issuance of the EA/EIE and publication of the Notice of Availahility.

' Agency and Railroad Coordination: Coordlnatlon meetings with railroads current]y operatmg freught and .
" passenger service on the NHHS rail corridor were held on:

. March 17, 2008
o December 11, 2008
s March 20, 2009

e June 11,2009
s January 13, 2011

* Aninitial agency coordination meeting was held on March 26, 2010, with representatives from '
* Connecticut, Massachusetts, Vermont, Amtrak, and freight railroads. During preparation of this EA/EIE,
these representatives have communicated frequently, both formally and informally, on service, planning
and funding issues. Freight railroads, which participated in these discussions, include Connecticut
Southern Railroad (CSO}, Providence and Worcester Railroad (PW), CSX Transportation (CSX), New
England Central Railroad (NECR) and Pan Am. Amtrak, which owns and operates the NHHS rail corridor,
has attended bi-weekly progress meetings, as well as other technical meetings, since January 2011.
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Table ES-1 — Summary of Potential Environmental Consequences & Potential Mitigation

Proposed Improvements
Environmental Assessment/Environmental Impact Evaluation Phase 1 Categoricat Exclusion | Phase 3A& Categorical Exclusion
Environmental Resources Reinstalf Track: Mile Posts 7.1 to ' Station Improvements
17.0, 311 to 35.1, 46.7 ta 49.0 and | increased Passenger Traln Frequency Springfield Layover and {Aall statlnNS_ lden?iﬁed are Reinstalt Tracks Mile Pasts 20,3 | Relnstall Track and New Siding:
50.4 to 54.5; . and speed Malntenance (See ota 1) |, eludad In this project except to 311 Wile Posts 37.2 to 43.0
New Siding: Mile Posts 26.6 to  |{Dutcome of Proposed Improvements) for the future commiter statlons. i b "
27.8 printed in bold italics )}
No impacts anticipated. Ne impacts anticipated, No impacts acticipated. Ne impacts anticipated. N impacts anticipated. No impacts apticipated.
. A shifeto puhlictran;punatlan should
.21 Air Quality reduca vehicle miles traveled and improve
air guality.
Proposed Mitigation: Kone Proposed Mitigatien:Nene Propased Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: Kone Proposed Mitigation: None Praposed Mitigation: None
No'impacts anticipated. Severe nolse impacts at 847 receptors; iow to moderate impact; no Mo impacts anticipated. Mo impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipated.
moderate noise impacts at 2767 seceptors |mitigation required. ‘The duratfon of trafn born noise at .
caused by horn neise at crossings and stations would he very briefand not
Istations. Moderate wayside nolse impacts cansidered an adverse impact; no
to 214 receptors and 7 severs receplors. mitigation reguired.
2.2.2 Nolsa and Vibration No vibration impacts anticipated.
Proposed Mitlgation: Nore Propased Mitigation: It is proposed that Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None
sever horn hoise will be mitigated by .
establishing Quiet Zones. it is proposed
[the severe wayside noise impacts may be
individually mitigated.
No impacts anticipated. No irpacts anticipated. No impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipatad. No bmpacts anticipated. Mo impacts antlcipated.
423 [Topography and Geology —— - —r - - : vr—; ———
Proposed Mitigation: Nane | Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Prupustlad Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: Noae Propased Mitigation: None
Anticipated impacts of up to 0.5 acres [No impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipated. Up to 3.4 acres of ficodplain impacts|See Note 2. |mpacts to upto2.1 Up to 1.8 acses of impact ta 100-year
floodway, 3.4 acres floodpiains, and fram North Haven, Meriden, acres of 100-year floodplains, - floodplains. No cther Impacts. Wil
2 0acres SCELfrom double-tracking  Newlngton, Windsor, and Windsar |0.3acres pf floodway, and ¢.1lawes  fhe reduced by minimizing
and rail siding. Additionsl impacts Locks (Scuth Main 5t) stations of SCELs. Will be reduced by expansion of the trackbed.
Floodplains and Stream from bridges and culverts. {combined;. minimizing expansian of the
4.24 Charnel Encroachment . trackbed,

Lines Proposed Mitigation: It is proposed  |Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: Itis propesed {Propased Mitigation: It is proposed |Proposed M It i= proposed
that anitigation to be provided that mitigation to be provided that mitigation o be provided that mitigation to be provided
through coordinaticn with CTDEEP through coordination with CTDEER  jthrough coordination with CTDEEP  [through coordination with CTDEEP
and campliance with all federal and tompliance with all faderaj and compliance with aji federal and compliance with ail federai
requiremeats. | requizemnants. requirements. requirements.
16to 18 listed species andfor their Mo impacts anticipated. Mo impacts anticipated. Beiween 2 and 15 lIsted species Cne potential sensitive/critical 16 listed species and/or their
habitats occur in CT in vicinity of and/or their habitats ocourin CT in  |habitat at MP23. habitats occur in CT at MP43 and in
double-track areas, USFWS has vicinity of New Haven, North the Windsorarea,
identified the dwarf wadge mussel Huven, Wallingford, Windsor,

Critical Environmantat has been known 1o occuy within the Windsor Locks, and Enfield stations.

FERY Areas and Thr dand |[Faemington River (MP4a}, . .

Endangeced Species Proposed igation: Work will be Proposed Mitigation: None Propased Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: impacts will |Propoesad Mitigation: Risk would be Fmposéd Miitigation; Risk would be
within existing RR ROW, minimizing . he avolded and/or mitigated avoided by remaining'within avoided by rernaining within
potential risk tothis habitat. through fustherdesiga and existing RR ROW. existing RR ROW,

Coordinate with USFWS if work ocgurs coordination with CTDEEP.
in Farmington Rivar at MP 44, -
No impacts anticipated to ground No Impacts anticipated. No impacts antlcipatad. Mo impacts antleipated to ground Mo impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipated,
water, same poteatial lmpacts to watar, some potential impacts te
suriace water. surface water.
4.3.2 \x::::?:“::;;ms and Proposed Mitigation: Co Prop d it tNone Praposed Mitigation: Nane Propfised Mitigation: Coordinate Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None
with CTDEEP and FRA, including with CTDEEP and FRA, Including
appropriate mitigation and comply appropriate ritigation and comply
with all federat and state . |with &il federal and state
Ugto 1.3 acres of potential impact No impacts anticipated., No impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipated. See Note 2. Upto LGacres of Up to 1.0 acre of potential impact.
fram double-tracking and rali siding. . patential impact.
Additional impacts from bridges and
[culvests.
4.3.3 \wetlands Potential Mitigation! bupactstobe  Proposed Miﬁgathn: None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: Nane Pote ntial Mitigation: impacts tobe |Potential Mitigation: Impacts to be
reduced by minimizing expansion of duced by minlmizing expansion of |reduced by r ing expansicn of|
ROW and mitlgated through CTDEEP ‘ ROW and mitigated threugh CTDEEP |ROW and mitigated through CTDEEP
and USACE permitting process and and USACE permitting pméess and |and USACE permitting process and
appropriate compensatory mitigation. appropeiate compensatory appropeiate compensatary
. mitigation. mitigation.
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Table ES-1 - Summary of Potential Environmental Consequences & Potential Mitigation {Continued)

Proposed Improvements
Environmental Assessment/Environmental Impact Evaluation Phase 1 Categorical Exclusion | Phase 3A Categorical Exclusion
Environmental Resources Reinstall Track: Mile Posts 7.1 ta . Statlan Impravements
17.0, 31.1 to 35.1, 46.7 ta 49.0 and | Increased Passenger Traln Frequency Springfield Layover and {AH statlons. Identified are Refnstall Track: Mile Posts 20.3 | Relnstall Teack and New Siding:
. 50.4t054.8; and Speed o (See Note 1} Included in this project except o 311 Mile Posts a7, 2 to 43.0
New Sidlng: Mile Pasts 266 to  |{O af Proy d impr ;] for the fiture commuter statlons | - -
27.8 printed in bold italics )
No impacts anticipated to the No impacts anticipated. Mo impacts anticipated. Ne impacts anticipated; however, [Noimpacts anticipated. Na impacts anticipated,
‘Connecticut River in Windscr Locks. Coastal Area Management raview
Wild and Scenic Rivers, raquirad for North Haven Station.
4.3.4 Navigable Waterways, and
Coastal Re sources Proposed Mitigation: Nonz Proposad Mitlgation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Prapased Mitigation: Nane Propased Mitlgation: None Proposed Mitigation: None
Puf:enitali\r atotal of 4.0 acres of Mo impacts apticipated, No impacts anticipated, | Mo impacts anticipated, o lmpacts anticlpated, 4o impacts anticipated.
impact along the 62 mile corridor '
Prime F fands and
4.3.5 Farmiands of Siatewide Praposed Mitigation: Mitigation Proposed Mitigation: None Propesed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: Nane Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None
Importance through application of the Farmland
Conversion lmpact Rating Form, and
- compensatory mitigation,
o Impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipated. Proposed use is consistent with Mo impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipatad.
local zonlng. Both beneficial and .
adverse Impacts for & staticn
2.4.1 Land Use and Zoning locations. No other anticlpated land
Proposed Mitigation; None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: Will maintain |Proposed Mitigation: None Propased Mitigation; None
: : -ongoing coordination with affected
communities during final design,
No impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipated. No Impacts anticipated. The Towns of Wallingford and Mo impacts anticipated. Na impacts anticipated.
. _ ‘Windsor Locks have not selected
! between two station locations
4.4.2 Consistency with State, optians.
Regional and Local Plans — - — - - - — e
. . Preposed Mitigation: None Prapased Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigaticn: Continueto  |Proposed Mitigation: None Proposad Mitigation: None
' cansule with Towis of Wallingford
and Windsar Locks to reach’
No impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipated. 2full and 2 partial property 16 full and 11 partial property See Note 3. Possible requirerment for small
- acguisitlons, which waould be acquisitions, which wauld be takings, which will be mitigated by
. Istent with local devel t [consistent with local development minimizing expansicn of ROW.
443 Prnpeﬁv Acquisitions and plans, . pians. .
Displacements Propesed Mitigation: None Proposad Mitigation: None Proposed Mitlgation: Uniform P d Mitigation: Uniform - Proposed Mitigation; Uniform Propesed Mitigation: Uniform
Relocation Act wil apply to any Relocation Act will apply to any Relocation Act will apply to any Relocation Act will apply e any
property acquisition ortaking. property acguisition or taking. praperty acquisition or taking, property a}:quist"{ion ortaking.
Na impacts anticipated. Project related impacts on sociceconomic |No impacts anticipated. Na impacts anticipated. Mo Impacts anticipated. Mo hmpacts anticipated.
) conditions would be beneficial. . )
14.4.4 Socin-2 Conemics Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mltigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: Nane Proposed Mitigation; Nane
- No impacts anticipated. Minimal impact due to noise and traffic No Impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipated. No'impacts anticipated.
congestion at grade crossings. Project
refated impacts on community rescurces
and neighborhood character would be
Community Resources and b ficial, .
4.4.5 iNeighborhood Character  |Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: Horn nolse will be  |Proposed Mitigation; None Proposed Mitigation; None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None
. . mitigated by establishing Qulet Zones. .
Traffic congestion at grade crossings will
be mitigated with traffic signal and
. intersection improvements.
No impacts anticipated. Mo impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipated. Potential adverse impacts at Bedin, |Na impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipated.
‘Windsar Locks (Narth Main Street),
‘Wallingford (Rt 5), Mew/ngton, -
‘Windsor and Enffeld stations. No
146 Visual Resources and . impacts anticipated at other station
o Quality liacations. -
Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: Impacts to ba |Proposed Mitigation: None ' |Proposed Mitigation: None
. minimized and mitigated through )
oengoing community coardination -
and design reviews.
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Table ES-1 - Surﬁmary of Potential Environmental Consequences & Potential Mitigation {Continued)

Proposed lmprovements
B Environmental Assessment/EnvIronmentai tmpact Evaluation Phase 1 Categorical Exclusion | Phase 3A Categorical Exclusion
Environmental Resources Reinstall Track: Mile Posts 7.1 to lSl!:atlr:m Imp;ove:’;:e:ts
.0, 311 to 35.1, 46, 49.0 d Passenger Train Freque| All stations identlfied are
17.0, 331 to 35.1, 46.7 ta 45.0 and | increased Passenger Train frequency Springfleld Layover and { Hons Refnstall Tracks: Mile Posts 203 | Relnstall Track and New Siding:
50.4 to 54.8; and Speed Maintenance (See Note 1) included in this project except o 311 Mile Pasts 37.2 to 43.0
n o . - 0 .l
New $iding: Mile Posts 26.6 to  |(O of Prog d Imp| ts) . for the future commuter stations . ' ® . .
21.8 . printed In bold itafics)
flmpacts witl be as stipulated in impacts will be as stiputated in Lmpacts will be as stipulatad in Impacts will be as stipulated in Impacts wili be as stipulated in Impacts will be as stipulated in
X Programmatlc Agreament Programmatic Agreement Programmatic Agreemant Programmatic Agreement Programmatic Agreement Programmatic Agreement
4.4.7 Cultural Resources — — " - lA T r— T T — " - " i " — " "
. Proposed Mitigation: Mitigation will |Proposed Mitigation; Mitigatien will be as Proposed Mitigation: Mitigation wiil |2roposed Mitigation: Mitigatlon will|Proposed Mitigation; Mitigatian will |Proposed Mitigaticn: Mitigation will
be as stipulated in Pri ic ipufated in Pr icAg t be us stipulated jn Programmatic | be as stipulated in Programmatic be as stipulated In P ic be as stipulated in Programmatic
AR 13 Agreement B 19 Agraement Agreement
impacts wili be as stipulated in Impacts will be as stipuiated in limpacts wili be as stipulated in Impacts will be as stipulated in Lmpacts to historical bridges ang Itnpacts ta historlcat bridges and
Programmatic Agreement Programmatic Agreament Programmatic Agreement Programmatic Agreement culverts resulting from culvarts resulting from’
. repairs/replacement. repairs/replacement.

4.4.8 Section 4{f) Propased Mitigation: Mitigation will |Proposed Mitigation; Mitigation will be as Propesed Mitigation: Mitigation will\Propoesed Mitigation: Mitigation will| Propased Mitigation: Mi igati Proposed Mitigation: Mitigation
be as stipulated in Programmatic stipulated in Programmatic Agreement be as stipulated in Programmatic be as stipulated la Progr { through fon and through consultation and
Agreement Agreament . Agreemant li with requi ts of li; with requirernents of

[the SHPO and FRA and USACE the SHPC and FRA and USACE
Ne Impacts anticipatad. Ma impacts anticipated, Mo Impacts anticipated. No impacis anticipated. No imparts anticipated. No impacts anticipated.
4.4.9 Section &(f) Rescurces PO T A
{f) Re Proposed Mitlgatian: None Proposed Mitigation: None Propased Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposad Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None
No imgacts anticipsted, No impacts anticlpated. Nb impacts anticipated, BNo impacts anticipated. No impacts antlcipated. Neo impacts anticipated,

4.4.10 Parkland Resources Proposad Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None
Mo imnpacts anticipated. Praject related Impacts on transpostation  {No impacts anticipated. Increased trofficcangestion at 2 No irapacts anticipated. Na impacts anticipatad.

options avallable would be beneficial. intersections.
R Increased traffic congestion at 9 grade
4.4.11  [Transportatioa jorassings. :
Proposed Mitigation: None + |Proposed Miti; : Traffic tion at |Propased Mitigation: None Praposed Mitigation: Traffic Proposad Mitlgation: None Proposed Mitigatian: Nona
! . lgrade crossings wilk be mitigated with congestion at intersections will be
traffic signal and intersection mitigated with traffic signal and
Mo impacts anticipated. “ |Mo impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipated. May require some utility relocation. |Na impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipated.
Project related impacts on energy would ) . )
44,12 Pubtic Utilities and Energy be beneficial.
A Reguirements Propased Mitlgation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigatian: Coordinate Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None
i - with usilities to ediminate or
minimize disfuption- ,
‘Waste and toxic materials typical of  |No lmpacts anticipated. Waste and toxic matedals typical of [Eulldings requiring demolition can  [Waste and toxic matesials typical of |Waste and toxic materials typical of
' railraad rights-of-way. railroad ROW. contain lead and ashestos. railroad ROW. railroad ROW,
Potential hezardous waste at North
. R Haven property to be acguired.

4.4.13 Hazardous Materials T " - —— e T — n " -
Praposed Mitlgation: Investigation Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: Investigation [Propased Mitigatien: Investigation Proposed Mitigation; Investigation |Proposed Mitigation: Investigation
during firal design. Develop and during final design, Developand during final design. Develop and during final design. Develop and during final design. Develop and
comply with Waste Management comply with Waste Management camply with Waste Managemeant comply with Waste Management comply with Waste Management
Flan. Plan. Plan. Plan. " |plan.

No impacts anticipated. \ncreased Passengef Traln Frequency and  [No impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipated. Mo imnpacts anticipated. Mo impacts anticipated.
o Speed ’

4.4, Safety and Securis - ~ s — - " ” pr—

414 arety i Praposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: Grade crassings will {Proposed Mitigation: None Propased Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: Nohe Propased Mitigation: Nohe
be Improved with suppiemental safaty
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Table ES-1 - Summary of Potential Environmental Consequences & Potential Mitigation (Continued)

Proposed Improvements
Environmental Assessment/Environmental Impact Evaluation Phase 1 Categorical Exclusion | Phase 3A Categorical Exclusion
Environmental Resources Relnstall Track: Mile Posts 7.1 to Station Improvements
17.0,31.1 ta 35.1, 46.7 ta 49.0 and | Increased Passenger Traln Frequenc All stations identified are .
" s0.4 t:) 54.8; anngpéed 4 Y Springfield Layover and in:luded In this project except Relnstall Track: Mile Posts 20.3 } Reinstall Yrack and New Siding:
2 EH .
. : Malntenance (See Note 1] - to 211 ile Posts 37.2 to 43.0
New Siding: Mile Pasts 26.6 to  {{Outcome of Proposad Improvements) t 1 for the future commuter stotions ° M Fto 4
278 printed in bold italics)
;
Mo lmpacts anticipated. Baneficial impact of new or improved MNa impacts anticipated. Pravide stations nearta £) Nao impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipatad,
- access to regiona| rall service. Adverse Populations improving mobility
impact from increazed traffic congestion at| ptions. Impact due 1a increased
| grade § traffic congestion at several
4.4.15  |Environmental Justice § Jintersections,
Proposed Mitlgation: None Proposed Mitigation: Trafficcongestion at [Praposed Mitigation: None Propozed Mitigation: Traffic Proposed Mitigation: Nona Propased Mitigation: None
grade crossings will be mitigated with  ~ jon at inter: will be
traffic signal and intersection mitigated with traffic signal and
improvements. Intersection improvemenits
No impacts anticipated. Secondary impacts are generaily beneficial [No in‘ipacts aaticipated. Secondary Impacts are generally No impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipatad.
due to induced development. {beneficial due ta induced N
- devel . Potential for traffic
. congestion impacts at intersections
4.4.16 Secondary and Cumulative as station deve lopment increases, .
Impacts Praposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: Tratfic Propased Mitigation: Nepe Proposed Mitigation: Nane
congesticn at intersections will be
mitigated with traffic signal and
intersgction improvements
Impacts will be temporary, including  |No impacts anticipated. Irpacts witl be temporaty, Impacts will be temporary, Lmpacts will be temporary, Impacts will be temporary,
train speed restrictions, noise, alr ' including traln spead restrictions,  [including lane restrictions, train including train speed restiictions,  |Including train speed mstrlctions,
quality, water quality, disposal of noise, alr quality, water quality, speed restrictions, naise, air noise, air quajity, water quality, noise, air quality, water quality,
construction waste, contaminated dispasat of construction waste, quality, water quality, disposal of  [disposal of construction waste, disposal of construction waste,
soils, and utility impacts. cahnt d sails, and uzility construction waste, contami d. [cor d sails, and utifity Inated soils, and utility
4.4.17 Construction Impacts fimpacts. : soils, and utitity impacts. impacts, impacts. .
Prop d Mitigation: i Proposed Mitigation: None Prop d Mitj Mitigati Prop d Mitigation: Mitigation Pmposed Mitigation: Prop d Mitigatiun: tigation
1 ing Best M: t incorporating Best Management incorporating Sest M. ing Best b ment ting Best M nt
Practices, maintenaace of traffic, and Practices, maintenance of traffic, Practices, maintenance of traffic, Practices, maintenance of traffic, Practices, maintenance of traffic,
compliance with permigs, and compliance with permits. and compliance with permits. and compliance with permits. and compliance with permits.
\rreversibie and No impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipated. HNoimpacts anticipated. Mo impacts anticipated. Ne impacts anticipated. No impacts anticipated.
14.4.18 Irretrievable C — T - = oy - P o
of Resources Proposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Propased Mitigation: None Preposed Mitigation: None Proposed Mitigation: None Propased Mitigation: None
Note 1. [The impacts for the Springfield Layover are hased on using the Armory site. if the Springfield station or the Sweeny Yard are used, these would be no impacts anticipated.
Based om the information avallabla during the preparation of the CE and knowing that the corridor historlcally carried two tracks, [t was expected that the new track could be Instalied without permanant wedand or flacd plaln bsipacts; wetland Impacts would be temporary durlng bridga and
Note 2. |culvert work. During PE, with th hical/ROW survey lated and design criterla astablishad for track centers and it)s now that impacys would occur to avold new retalning walls, However, Amtrak has indicated thatitwill work with CTDOT 1o
avoid any such adverseimpacts. . B B .
Based on the Information avallﬂbl:durtng the preparasion of the CE.and knowlng that the corridor had histaricalty carrled two tracks, itwas axpacted thatthe new track could be installed without ROW takes, Durlng PE, with the wpagrzphlcallnow“ww campleted and track center design
Note 3. 4/ 1eria Ithas been takes may be required. Any necessary proparty takas would comply with fedorai requlrerents.

Executive Summary

Page ES-28
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F.rrata to the Environmental Assessment

Page ES-7 West Hartford Station; revise the second line to delete the word “unused”.

Paée ES-12 Air Quality, third paragraph; revise the first sentence to read: Beginning in December,
2012, a quantitative... :

Page ES-20 Environmental Justice, second paragreph; evise the first sentence to delete the word
“indirect”.

Page ES-27 Table ES-1- Summary of Potential Environmental Consequences & Potential
Mitigation, 4.4.11 Transportation; for the Increased Passenger Train Frequency and Speed revise the
proposed mitigation to read: Tralfic congestion at grade crossings will be mitigated with traffic signal
and intersection improvements. : ’ :

Page ES-27 Table ES-I- Summary of Potential Environmental Consequences & Potential
Mitigation, 4.4.11 Transportation; for the-Station Improvements revise the proposed mitigation to
read: Proposed Mitigation: Traffic congestion at intersections witl be mitigated with traffic signal and
intersection improvements. : .

Page 3 This EA/ETE is organized as follows; revise the text for the fourth bullet to read,
+ Section § summarizes agency and public... i

Page 36 Table 4-1- Simmary of Potential Environmental Consequences & Potential Mitigation,
4.4.11 Transportation; for the Increased Passenger Trein Frequency and Speed revige the proposad
mitigation to read: Traffic congestion at grade crossings will be mitigated with fraffic signal and
intersection improvements. :

Page 36 Table 4-1- Summary of Potential Environmental Consequences & Potential Mitigation,
4.4.11 Transportation; for the Station Improvements revise the proposed mitigation to tead: Proposed
Mitigation: Traffic congestion at intersections will be mitigated with traffic signal and jntersection
improvements. ' '

Page 169 Table 4-31 Energy'Requirements; revise the heading of the second column to read:
Reduction in YMT ) ‘ '

Page 169 Delete the Methodology paragraph in its entirety and replace with the following: -
Methodology ' .
Hazardous ‘waste sites were idertified using the EPA’s Comprehensive Environmental Response, '
Compensation, and Liability Information System (CERCLIS) GIS coverage for those towns located
in the New Haven-Hartford-Springfield Rail Corridor in Connecticut and Massachuseits. In addition, '
tha EPA’s Brownfield mapping, CT DEEP GIS coverage, Landfill Leachate and Wastewater
Discharges, and MassGIS (MassDEP) were used to augment the CERCLIS information obtained for
the study corridor. Potential hazardous materials sites located within 250 fest of the Rail Cormidor
were identified on Project mapping (included as Section 2.6 of Volume 1T of this EA/EIE). No field
verification or visual inspection of these locations was conducted.



i

Page 170 Delete thie second paragraph of Existing Conditions {n fts entirsty and replace with the

following: . L Lo ’
.Based on (IS analysis, the Rail Corrddor contains oo CERCLIS listed sites within 250 feet.of the rail

-~ line. Trrenty-one feachate wastewater sites were identified on the CT DEEP Landﬁﬂ‘Leachate,aqd
Wastevrater Dischargey data tayer and fhres Browmfield sites wers jdentified on the EAP mapping.
These sites are listed in Table 4-32 and ars collectively called environmentat dsk sties — ldeations where

. hazardous materials are known to hdve been used and/or hazardous waste gaperated and potentially
discharged to the grownd or water, Lazardous Materials and Leachate Waste Maps indicating the
location of these sites in relation to the Rail Corridor can be found ia Section 2.6 of Vohume I of this
Pages 170 and 171 Delete Table 4:32 in s entirsty and replace with the foltowing:

. Table 4-32 -Hazardous Materials Risk Sites within 250 Feet of the Rail C oi‘ridu?:'

Study Arez Number ' : ; . :
City{’l‘uwn of Sites . Site Type :
WNew Haven, 1 | Leachate Wastewater, Combined Sawer Overfiow
Hamden 1 T eachate Wastzwater; industeial pit - seepage
. . -1 T eachate Wastewater: Ofl Spifl
| North Haven 1 T eachate Wasteweter: Cooling ‘Water-Discharge
1 Leachate Wastewater; Former sait storage
= . 1 T eachate Wastewater: Bulky Waste Landfill
- Wallingford 1- Lezchate Wastewater: - Indusirial wastewater
C digcharge .~ - ) o :
_Meriden 1 T eachate Wastewater, Indusirial pitlagoons
- -1 Tlazardons Materials 1 Brownfields sites
o . Berlin - 1 T.eachate Wastewater; Solid waste transfer gtaton
) - | Newington .3 Leachats A Wastewater Tndustrial. Wastewater
: Discharge. . . - ] )
: ‘ 1 | Leachate Wastewater: Cooling Water Dischargs -
West Hartford 1 Teachats Wastewater; Industrial waste discharge -
. o 1 T.cachate Wastewater: Cooling Water Discharge
’ ] “Hartford 2 T eachate Wastewater: Cooling Water Discharge
' 1 "7 | Leachate Wastewater. Automobile Tunicyard
1 Tcachate Wastewater: Oil Spill -
. 2 Hazardous Materials : Browmfelds sites
‘Windsor Locks 1 Teachate Wastswater: Tndusirial Wastewater
Discharge . :
Exfield 1 Teachate Westewater: Sewage Treaiment Plant

Page_171 Delete the Impacts paragrapht in its entirety end replace with the following:

Izﬁpacfs . ' . . .o
. Tmpacts from eovirommental risk sites and hazardoys materials were evaluated based on proximity of the

pmposedProject-sita(s) to the potental hazardous risk sites. Those hazardous risl sites with peotential to
be directly impacted by ingtallation of doublie-tracidng , sidings,or station locations were identified as

‘ _ potential risk/impact areas. : )

Page 171 Delete the 8fth billet under Proposed Project in its entirety and replace with the fallowing:

« There are no CERCLIS, leachate wastewatir, or other poteptal hazardous materials
sites in the vicinity of the existing and proposed statien locations. However, the
* property located east of the tracks adjacent to the proposed new North Haven station
was observed in the field to may have hazardous waste present. - .

" Section 2.6 of Volume II Delete the Hazardous Materials anid Leachate Waste maps’(ﬁB sheets) in
their entirety and replace with the revised text-for pages 169-171 as indicated in this Appendix B Emrata
to the Environmental Assessment (EA/ETE). o —_— -
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50 Agency Coordination and Public Involvement

Agency coordination and public involvement for the NHHS High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail
Project EA/EIE were conducted in accordance with NEPA and CEPA. These Acts and their
implementing regulations require that the environmental review of any significant activity
undertaken, respectively, by a federal entity or (in the case of CEPA) a state, and which has the
potential to impact the environment, be prepared in consultation with appropriate agencies. In
addition, a public involvement process must be implemented to seek input from project
stakeholders and the general public. Opportunities for public involvement are provided, at -
“minimum, through scoping and a hearing(s) and comment period on the environmental
document, before a decision concerning the proposed project is made. The following sections
summarize agency coordination and public involvement conducted for this EA/EIE.

5.1 Agency Coordination

Federal Transportation Agencies

FRA is the Lead Agency for the envrronmental review pursuant to NEPA. The FRA has overall
responsibility for facilitating completion of the environmentaf review process, re\newmg the
EA/EIE and issuing the decision document.

- The FTA is a Cooperating Agency for this EA/EIE because CTDOT anticipates seeking FTA funding
for four future stations and improvements to one additional existing station along the line,

Sponsormg Agency :
CTDOT is the Sponsoring Agency for this project and is coordinating with the Connectrcut Office
. of Policy and Management (OPM) regarding CEPA compliance.

~Other Agencies
Federal, state, and local government agencies that have Jurlsdzctlon by law or special expertise
regarding the environmental impacts that may result with lmplemgntatlon of the proposed
transportation project will have the opportunity to review and provide comments on this EA/EIE
and supporting technical reports. These agencies are as follows:

s Amtrak _ '

« Connecticut Office of Policy and Management

¢ Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

e Connecticut State Historic Preservation Office

s Massachusetts Highway District 2

e Massachusetts Executive Office of Transportation and Public Works
» Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

e Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community DeveEopment
* Massachusetts Historic Commission

o U.S. Fish and Wildlife

¢ LS, Environmental Protection Agency Region 1

o U.5. Army Corps of Engineers

¢ Federal Transit Administration
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5.2 Public Invelvement

The public has been continuously engaged since 2002 in the development of improved
passenger rail service in the NHHS rail corridor. As noted above, this includes public
participation in the NEPA/CEPA process associated with implementation of commuter rail aleng
the NHHS rail corridor, as well as in the 2010 Environmental Review and the current 2011
EA/EIE. During the public involvement effort for this EA/EIE, CTDOT has revisited the elected
officials and managers of all of the NHHS rail corridor’s towns, and has engaged the public to
discuss the proposed project and receive public input. Through that effort, the proposed project
has been refined to incorporate needs articulated by the towns’ representatives.

Meeting minutes are included in the reference document “Public Information Meetings, Local
~ Officials Meetings, and Rail Coordination Meetings.” :

public support for the program has been constant since 2002. Public input, raised by individuals
and community leaders, has focused on two primary issues: :

s Coordination of staticn improvements and new station construction to ensure
compatibility with local development plans; and ,

e Management of traffic congestion at grade crossings due to the increased number of
gate closures necessitated by the proposed service enhancements.

Traffic congestion issues have been analyzed and, if appropriate, addressed to the satisfaction of

" community officials, as detailed in Section 4.4.10. With the exception of the towns of
Wallingford and Windsor Locks, station-related issues also have been resolved for all
communities. The resulting concept plans are provided in Section 1.3 of Volume ll-of this EA/EIE. -
For Wallingford and Windsor Locks, two station alternatives each are presented and fully '
evaluated in this EA/EIE. Following the public comment period, the preferred station alternative
in each town will be identified. ' : '

implementation Study - Steering Committee

For the Implementation Study (June 2005), a project Steering Committee was established to
oversee the study's development and provide information to key decision makers throughout
the process. In addition to appropriate CTDOT staff, the following were invited to participate on
the committee: -

e Arepresentative from the Governor's Transportation Strategy Board;

e A representative from MADOT; ' - :

e The first official, or his/her representative, from each of the NHHS rail corridor’s

_ municipalities; o

e A representative from each of the regional planning agencies in the corridor — South
Central Regional Council of Governments, Centrai Connecticut Regional Planning E
Agency, Capitol Region Council of Governments, and Pioneer Valley Planning '

- Commission; o '
e A representative from the Federal Transit Administration;
e A representative from the Federal Railroad Administration;
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¢ Representatives from Amtrak and freight railroads using the corridor {Guilford Rail
Systems, CSX, Connecticut Southern Railroad, and Providence and Worcester Railroad);
e Arepresentative from state and federal regulatory agencies including, but not limited
to, the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection, US Environmental
Protection Agency, Connecticut State Historic Preservation Office, Connecticut
Department of Economic and Community Deve!opment US Fish & Wildlife Service, and
US Army Corps of Engineers, among others;
¢ Arepresentative from the 1-91 Transportation investment Area (TIA);
e Arepresentative from the Peter Pan Bus Company; and '
s QOther interested parties, such as freight rallroads All Aboard, CT Fund for the
- Environment, and Rideworks.
A total of four (4) Steering Committee meetings, all of which were open to the public, were held
on the following dates: :

s Steering Committee Meeting #1 - October 16, 2002
e Steering Committee Meeting #2 - March 24, 2003
¢ Steering Committee Meeting #3 - October 16, 2003
s Steering Committe'e Meeting #4 - June 30, 2004 .

Implementation Study - Pub[:c Meetings

Public meetings held during the course of the !mplementatson Study included public
informational meetings, local official/town meetings, and meetings with other interested
stakeholders. The meetings were structured to serve the large number of communities and
stakeholders associated with the study corridor. The purpose of all of these meetings was to
provide information and solicit input for the development of the proposed project. Public
meetings were held twice during the course of the Implementation Study, with the first set of
meetings taking place in April and May 2003 and the second set of meetings taking place in
November 2004. The meetings consisted of a presentation and discussion of the existing
conditions, alternatives evaluated, and recommended action. A total of ten (10) public
information meetings were held as follows:

e April 29, 2003 - Windsor Town Hall, 275 Broad Street, Windsor, CT
s April 30, 2003 — Meriden City Hall, 142 East Main Street, Meriden, CT
e May 6, 2003 - Hartford Union Station, One Union Place, Hartford, CT
e May7,2003 - Mildred Wakeley Community Center, 7 Linsley Street, North Haven, CT
e May 22, 2003 - Enfield Town Hall, 820 Enfield Street, Enfield, cT
e November 3, 2004 - Mildred Wakeley Community Center, 7 Linsley Stréet,
North Haven, CT _ , :
s November 9, 2004 - Windsor Locks Town Offices, 50 Church Street, Windsor Locks, CT-
» November 10, 2004 - Berlin Town Hall, 240 Kensington Road , Berlin, CT
» November 16, 2004 - Wallingford Town Hall, 45 South Main Street, Wallingford, CT
* November 17, 2004 - Enfield Town Hall, 820 Enfield Street, Enfield, CT

Public Qutreach , 7

The Commuter Rail EA/EIE was prepared with involvement of the public; as well as federal and
state agencies with jurisdiction over potentially affected resources. A coordination and public
outreach plan was implemented during 2008 and 2009. Coordination with all the municipalities
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élong the NHHS rail corridor was instrumental for understanding municipal concerns, as well as
communicating study progress. Coordination among CTDOT, Amtrak and rail freight operators
was required to ensure the proposed project did not negatively impact raiiroad operations.

Commuter Rail Service - Steering Committee Meeting :

A meeting of the NHHS Commuter Rail Steering Committee was held on April 16, 2009.
Minutes from this meeting will be made available upon request. '

Commuter Rail Service - Agency Scoping Meeting _
A meeting with agencies having jurisdiction, special expertise or other interest in the proposed
project was held on December 2, 2008. :

Commuter Rail Service - Public Scoping Meetings 7 ‘
Meetings to provide the public with an opportunity to comment on the scope of the assessment
for the Commuter Rail EA/EIE were held as follows:

e December 8, 2008 in Springfield, MA

s December 9, 2008 in Hartford, CT

e December 11, 2008 in Windsor, CT

e December 16, 2008 in North Haven, CT

Commuter Rail Service - Local Officials Meetings

Meetings were held with local officials in the following communities to provide them an
opportunity to comment on the proposed project; minutes of these meetings are included in
the reference document “Public Information Meeting, Local Officials Meetings, and Rail
Coordination Meetings”: '

e November 13, 2008 - North Haven, CT
e Jlanuary 21, 2009 — Wallingford, CT

s January 26, 2009 — Berlin, CT ’

e February 2, 2009 — Meriden, CT

e February 2, 2009 ~ Windsor, CT

e February 11, 2009 — Newington, CT

¢ February 19, 2009 - New Haven, CT

s February 25, 2009 — Enfield, CT

s March 10, 2009 - Hartford, CT

e March 27, 2009 - Windsor Locks, CT

2030 Vision for High Speed, Intercity, and Regional Rail Service in New England
Public informational meetings on the 2030 Vision Plan {and the related Service NEPA
Environmental Review Document, July 2010) were held in June 2010 at the following locations:

June 2, 2010 in Springfield, MA
June 3, 2010 in Hartford, CT
June 9, 2010 in New Haven, CT
e June 10, 2010 in Brattleboro, VT
o July 29, 2010 in Hartford, CT

- @
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" At each of these meetings, a presentation of the 2030 Vision was made and public comment
was encouraged. The public comments revealed solid public support for the advancement of
increased rail service throughout New England. The availability of increased choices in
transportation modes and improved connectivity of rail services to make intercity travel more
attractive received particularly strong support. Minutes of these meetings are included in the
reference document “Public Information Meeting, Local Officials Meetings, and Rail
Coordination Meetings”. Comments from the public were solicited via the project website
{www.nhhsrail.com), via comment cards at the public meetings and via email to the project
team. Through the pubfic outreach effort, input was received on the study goals and objectives,
alternatives for improvements to passenger rail service in the corridor, and on the scope of
services for the program.

High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Project EA/EIE

Preparation of this NEPA/CEPA EA/EIE involves a public involvement program intended to
inform the public and receive input the public may have regarding this project. Meetings with
officials from each of the 13 communities in the NHHS rail corridor and public information
meetings in Wallingford and Windsor Locks were held between April and September, 2011.

" The EA/EIE is available for public review and comment; public hearings are planned during the -
comment period. A Notice of Availability has been published in area newspapers and posted on
the project website {(www.nhhsrail.com} to provide the public with information about where the .
EA/EIE can be viewed and details of the public hearlngs

In addition to the public hearings and comment period on this documeht the public
involvement process for this EA/EIE comprises the following elements each of which is briefly
described below:

s Local Official Meetings
» Public Information Meetings
" e Project Website
s Project Mailing List
‘¢ Project Newsletters
s Public Advertisements/Press Releases
* Public Hearings and Public Comment

Local Officials Meetlngs

An initial meeting was held with each of the 13 corridor mummpahtles to bnef officials on the
study scope, existing conditions, study schedule and on the site selection process for proposed
new train stations, where required. The meetings, for which minutes are included in the
reference document “Public Information Meeting, Local Officials Meetings, and Rail
Coordination Meetings,” were held as follows:
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Town Date of Meeting.
Berlin, CT 4/14/2011
Enfield, CT 4/15/2011
Hamden, CT 5/23/2011
Hartford, CT : 4/19/2011
Meriden, CT 4/26/2011
New Haven, CT 4/29/2011
Newington, CT 4/25/2011
Morth Haven, CT 5/17/2011
Springfield, MA - , 4/26/2011
wallingford, CT 4/11/2011
West Hartford, CT 4/29/2011
Windsor, CT 4/13/2011
Windsor Locks, CT ‘ 5/02/2011

An additional meeting was held with several of the 13 corridor municipalities during summer
2011 to brief officials on the study’s progress and to present and discuss general station and
parking concepts, ridership forecasts, and rail operations. The meetings were as follows:

Town Date of Meeting
Berlin, CT 8/25/2011
Enfield, CT - | 8/04/2011
Hartford, CT . 8/5/2011
Meriden, CT | e/28/2011
Newington, CT 6/22/2011
North Haven, CT- 7/25/2011
Springfield, MA 7/28/2011
Wallingford, CT 8/11/2011
-Waest Hartford, CT 7/27/2011
Windsor, CT 6/27/2011

Public Information Meetings
Public meetings (see the reference document “Public Information Meeting, Local Officials _
Meetings, and Rail Coordination Meetings”) were held in both Wallingford and Windsor Locks,

~ where alternative locations have been evaluated for reconstruction of the existing train stations,

as follows:
Town . Date of Meeting
wallingford, CT 8/4/2011
Windsor Locks, CT 9/20/2011
Project Website - o

The project website (www.nhhsrail.com), re-launched in April 2011, is updated periodically to
provide current information on the NHHS Rail Program. Content on the website includes an
overview of the proposed project, current project status, project objectives, schedule and cost;

~ reports of past meetings and information regarding future meetings; photographs of the project
area; newsletters; and links to relevant websites. The website can be translated to Spanish. This
EA/EIE has been posted on the website for review during the public comment period, and a link
to it is available on the CTDOT website (www.ct.gov/dot ).
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Between April, 2011, when CTDOT re-launched the project website, and December31, 2011,
2011, the website was viewed by more than 16,000 visitors. The project website also provides
fhe public with an opportunity to make comments. CTDOT provides e-mail responses to
comments submitted by the public.

Project Contact List

A contact list of interested groups or individuals is maintained and is contlnuaily updated during
the course of the project in order to provide information (e.g., newsletters) to interested parties
as it becomes available. The contact list includes more than 900 contacts, including residents
and businesses, general public, and local, state, and federal agencies.

; ] _

Project Newsletters

Two newsletters were prepared and distributed to mterested individuals or groups and posted
on the project website. The first issue of the newsletter provided an overview of the project and
summarized key elements of the project, such as schedule, costs, and benefits. The second issue
of the newsletter focused on the EA/EIE, the environmental review process, and the tentative
schedule for its completion.

Public Adverttsements/ Press Releases
Public advertisements and press releases have been prepared, as requ;red and disseminated to
news outlets (e.g., Hartford Courant, New Haven Register) to advertise the public meetings and
hearings. The advertisements have been prepared in English and in Spanish and disseminated to
both English and Spanish-language publications. A Notice of Availability has been published,
indicating the locations where the EA/EIE is available and the date, time, and place of the public
_hearings. In addition, the public advertisements have indicated that the EA/EIE is available for
download from the project website. '

Public Hearings and Public Comment

Three Public Hearings are being held during the public comment period as part of the
NEPA/CEPA process. The required 45-day comment period for the EA/EIE begins with the
issuance of the EA/EIE and the Notice of Availability is published. See Section 7.0, Distribution
List for details on where the document has been sent. All comments received during the 45-day
comment period will be addressed in the Final EA/EIE.

5.3 Agency and Railroad Coordination

Agency Information Requests ,
Written and verbal requests for specific information, essential to the environmental studies
performed as part of this document, were made to various federal and state agencies. This
correspondence included requests for data on resources such as threatened and endangered
species, historical and archaeological sites, fisheries, water quality, and agricultural lands. The
following lists the agencies that responded to these initial efforts in the EA/EIE process.

- Response letters are included in Appendix 8 Formal Agency Coordination.

Federal Agency Information Requests:
- o .S, Fish and Wildlife Service

* Natural Resources Conservation Services of the U.S. Department of Agriculture
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" State Agency Information Requests:

e Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Natural Diversity Data
Base
e Connecticut Department of Agriculture o
e Connecticut Historical Commission, including the State Historic Preservation Office, are
now part of the Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism

Other Coordination Meetings . ,

Study Coordination Meetings were held with the four Metropolitan Planning Organizations
(MPOs) along the rail corridor and those that exércise regulatory authority over the project such
as FRA, the Army Corps of Engineers, and the Connecticut Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection {CTDEEP). CTDOT hosted two Regional Meetings with Towns and
Regional Planning Agencies at its headquarters on March 14, 2011 and October 2011. The
purpose of these meetings was to brief municipal and regional officials on the project’s purpose
and need, the scope of the project, the current EA/EIE process, the proposed coordination and
public involvement process, and the project’s schedule and to solicit questions and comments.

As part of further coordination, the Army Corps of Engineers attended Project Manager’s
Meetings on December 15, 2011 and January 9, 2012 to discuss with both CTDOT and CTDEEP a
“phased” approach to permitting for the entire NHHS program. The ACOE has issued “phased”
permits in the past and also stressed the need to address cumulative impacts in the permit
applications. Coordination is on-going. ‘

Rail Coordination : _ .
Coordination meetings with railroads currently operating freight and passenger service on the
NHHS rail corridor were held on:

+ March 17, 2008

s December 11,2008
e March 20, 2009

« June 11,2009

s Jlanuary 13, 2011

An initial agency coordination meeting was held on March 26, 2010, with representatives from
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Vermont, Amtrak, and freight railroads. From that time through
the preparation of this document, these representatives have communicated frequently, both-
formally and informally, on service, planning and funding issues. Freight railroads, which have
participated in'these discussions, include: Connecticut Southern RR (CSO), Providence and

~ Worcester RR (PW), CSX Transportation (CSX), New England Central Railroad (NECR) and Pan
Am. ‘ : : ' '

Amtrak, which owns and operates the NHHS rail corridor, has attended bi-weék!y progress
meetings, as well as other technical meetings, since January 2011,
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o State of Conmecticut C W Gavernor Dannei P, Malloy | l

Home ' About Us Programs and Services Publications . Contact Us

ENVIRONMENTAL
MONITOR

« Current Issue w
. Monitor Archives ]

e Publication Dates

» What is CEPA?

« CEPA Statutes

« CEPA Regulaticns
- +« What is Scoping?

September 20, 2011

» What to Expect at a Scoping Notices

Scoping Meeting

%
:
.

« How to Request a Public . 1. NEW! New Haven - Hartford - Springfield Rail Improvements

- Scoping Meating 3 - : ' - -~ ) . . . -
« Guide to the State-Lands | 2. NEW! Demelition of Buildings #11 and #29 at the Fermer Cedarcrest Hospital, Newington
Transfer Process

' CEQ HOME i 3. University of Cunnectncut Health Center New Canstruction and Renovation Project, Farmington

ost-Scoglng Notlces. Envuronmental Impact Evaluatlon Not Required

No Post-Scoping netices have been submitted for publication in this edition.

by E-mall

Slgn -Up forE -d Envirgnmental Impact Evaluations

Mo Environmental Impact Evaluations have been submitted for publication in' this edition.

State Land -Transferé

Tctgov 1. Mystic Oral School, Groton (In Step I of Transfer Process)

GOYERMOR:®

Cassigam | |

The next edition.of the Environmental Monitor wili he published on October 4, 2011.

Subscribe to e-alerts to receive an e-mail when The Environmental Monitor is published,

¢ Scoping Notices

i "Scoping" is for projects in the earliest stages of planning. At the scoping stage, detailed information on a
’ profect's design, alternatives, and environmental impacts does not yet exist. Sponsoring agencies are
I"  asking for comments from other agencies and from the public as to the scope of alternatives and
environmental impacts that should be considered for further study. Send your comments to the contact
person listed for the project by the date indicated.

W'-’mfw.g 3l
[ . WE mﬂumw

1. Notice of Scoping for New Haven - Hartford - Springfield Rail
Improvements.

Municipalities where proposed project might be located: The proposed improvements are along the
existing 62 mile rail corridor starting at Union Station in New Haven, Connecticut, traveling northward
through Hartford, and continuing to Unicn Station in Springfield, Massachussetis. It traverses the
municipalities of New Haven, North Haven, Hamden, Wailingford, Meriden, Berlin, Newington, West. -
Hartford, Martford, Windsor, Windsor Locks, Enfield, Longmeadow and Springfield, Massachusetts.,

Project Description: The New Haven-Hartford-Springfield (NHHS) Rall Project will provide significant new
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{ -

* Additional Project Information:_Click here:to be directed to the project website.

regional passenger rail service options as a key component of a robust and vibrant multi-modal regicnal
transportation system. With funding from both the new High-Speed Intercity Rail Program created by
President Barack Obama in 2008, and the State of Connectlcut, the NHHS Rail Preject will provide the
infrastructure and trains to operate some of the nation’s best passenger rall services. As the gateway to
New England, the NHHS Rail Project will alsc facllitate improved service to Massachusetts, Vermont and
eventually Montreal. New train service will connect communities, generate sustainable economic growth,
help build energy tndependence, and provide links to travel corridors and markets within and beyond the
reglon : :

The following infrastructure improvements to the existing rail corridor will be bmlt to accommeoedate
projected 2030 service: .

Re- installation of 38.7 miles of double track which was previously removed by AMTRAK in 1989,
5.8 miles of new passing sidings and rehabilitation of two exnstmg sidings
9 new Interlockings (so.trains can change tracks)
signaling and control systems, including Positive Train Control
Repair, rehabilitation and replacement of bridges and culverts
Improvements at 38 at-grade crossing
High-level! platforms, pedestrian overpasses, parking, and other amenitles at:
- Wallingford .
- Meriden
- Berlin
- Windsor
- Windsor Locks
« Future new stations at North Haven, Newington, West Hartford and Enfield, and a new platform at
. New Haven State Street station . . s
« Layover and maintenance facility near. Sprlngﬁeld ‘MA station

: Project Map: Click here to view a map of the nrm‘ect area,

Written comments from the publlc are welcomed and will be accepted until the close of husiness ®

‘on: October 20, 2011

Any person can ask the Eponsoring agency to hold a Public Scoping Meeting by sending such a
request to the address below. If a meeting is requested by 25 or more-individuals, or by

"an association that represents 25 or more members, the sponsoring agency shall schedule a.

Public Scoping Meetmg Such requests must be made by September 30, 2011,
Written comments and/or requests for a Public Scopir;g Meeting should be sent to:

Name: Mr. Mark W. Alexander - Transportation Assistant Planning Director
Agency: Connecticut Department of Transportation

Address: 2300 Berlin Turnpike

: Newlington, CT 06131

Fax: 860-594-3028 o

E-Mail: Mark.W.Alexander@ct.gov

If you have questlons about the public meeting; or other questions about the scoping for this
pro;ect, contact: .

Name: Mr. Stephen V. Delpapa - Transportation Supervising Planner
Agency Connecticut Department of Transportatlon
Addrass: 2800 Berlin Turnprke
Newington, CT 06131
Phone: 860-594-2941
Fax: = B60-594-3028
E—Maii: Steghen.DeiQaQa@ct.gov

The agency expects to re!ease an Environmental Impact Evaluation for this project, for public

" review and comment by the end of 2011

2. Notice of Scoping for Demolition of Buildings #11 and #29 at the
Former Cedarcrest Hospital Property ‘

- mmema 4 e 4 e S i -
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ENVIRONMENTAL
MONITOR

» Current Issue

« Monitor Archives -

- = Publication Dates

« What is CEPA?

L) CEP_A Stntutes )

» CEPA Regulations

L What is Scoping? . -

» What to Expect at a g
Scoping Meeting i

: i
"» How to Request a Public

Scnplng Meeting

» Guide to the State Lands | .
Transfer Process

CEQ HOME

GOVYERNOR'S

Govgrnor Dannel P, Malloy | §

Home About Us - Programs and Services Publications Contact Us

Monitor Archives

nv.fmnmen tal PuhcyAc

t
3% i“i"a”nd fornor!ces 2} proposed transfers of state fanc

' May 8, 2012
Sgecial Notlce

1. NEW! State Conservation and Development Policies: A Plan for Connecticut, 2013-2018 (State C&D
Plan) - Draft Available

Scoping Notices

. ¥ ' °
1. REVISED! 20 North Water Street, Norwalk
2. NEW! Quinebaug Regional Technical Park, Putnam
3. NEW! Stamford Transportation Center, Stamford

Post-Scoping Notices: Environmental Impact Evaluation Not Required

-1, NEW! Thames Shipyard Improvements, New London

Environmental Impact Evaluations

1. NEW! The Villages, Montville
2. NEW! New Haven - Hartford - Springfield Line ngh Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Pro;ect

State Land Transfers

No State‘ Land Transfer Notices have been submitted for publication in this edition.

The next edition of the Environmental Monitor will be published on May 22, 2012,

Subscribe to e-alerts to receive an e-mail when The Environmental Monitor is published.

Spema! Notice

The following notice is published at the request of the Office of Policy and Management to provide notice of
the avallability of the revised draft of Conservation and Devefopment Policies: A Plan for Connecticut; 2013—
20138. There is a strong link between this plan and CEPA.

1. Conservation and Development Pol|C|es. A Plan for Connecticut,
2013-2018 (State C & D Plan)

The Office of Policy and Management (OPM) has published a revised draft of Conservation and Development
Policies: A Plan for Connecticut, 2013-2018 (the State C&D Plan), in accordance with CGS Section 16a-28
(b) The Draft State C&D Plan, including the Draft Locational Guide Map, can be viewed at

ttps//www ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2990&q=467686. .

GPM, in cooperaticn with Regional Planning Organizations (RPOs),- will schedule, publicize, and conduct
formal public hearings on the Draft State C&D Plan in each of the state’s 14 planning regions between the

P i) ~OM A ENARmA 110 MN1Y
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' Comments on this EXE will be accepted until the cIose‘-of business on: June 22, 2012

The publlc can view a copy of this EIE at: The Montviile Town Clerk , 310 Norwich- New Loncfon Tpke .

. Uncasville, CT 06382

The Raymond Librery, 832 Raymond Hill Rd, Oakdale, CT 06370

There is a public hearing scheduled for this EIE on:

DATE: June 14, 2012 | |

TIME.: 6:00 PM

PLACE: Montville Town Hall, Town Council Chambers, 310 Norwic'h-l'\_!ew London Tpke. Uncasville 06382
Send \‘{ou'r comments ebout this EIE to: |

Name: Mark Hood
Agency: Department of Economic and Communlty Development
Address: 505 Hudson Street

: Hartford, CT 06106
E-Mail: mark.hood@ct.gov

If you have questions ahout the public hearmg, or where you can re\ﬁew this EIE, or similar

‘matters, please contact:

Name: Mark Hood - .

Agency: Department of Econdmic and Community Development S
Address: 505 Hudson Street, Hartford, CT 06106

E-Mail: mark.hood@ct.gov ) ) v

Phone: (860) 270-8089

2. Notice of EIE for the New Haven -~ Hartford = Springfiéld Line High
Speed, Intercity Passenger Rail Project

Municipalities where project is proposed: New Haven, North Haven, Hamden, Wallingford, Meriden;
Berlin, Newington, West Hartford, Hartford, Windsor, Windsor Locks, Enfield, and Springfield

Address of Possible Project Location: Rail Corrider from New Have'n—HaArtford—Sp'ringﬁeld

Project Description: The proposed rail service enhancement in the NHHS rail corridor would provide for up
to 25 dalfly round-trip trains (up to 50 one-way trips per day) by. 2030. The proposed sarvice plan would
provide one-seat or cross-platform transfers on service from Washington, D.C., and New York to Springfieid,
Boston and the Knowledge Carridor, as well as bi-directional, 30-minute peak-hour service and hourly
midday service in the NHHS rail corridor. Related operational improvements include an increase in the'
capacity of the line to accommodate additional trains, an Increase in the maximum train speed to 110 miles
per hour (mph), service to future new regional train stations in North Haven, Newington, West Hartford, and
Enfield (to be constructed with Federal Transit Administration (FTA) funding) , and reduced scheduled travel
times. These operational improvements, in turn, require rail infrastructure improvements. Therefore,
Connecticut has proposed the NHHS Rail Program, a program of capital projects to support enhanced
passenger rail service in the NHHS rail corrldor The proposed project’s mfrastructure Improvements in the
NHHS rail corrldor cansist of: ~

restoration of secticns of track;

construction of new passing s;dmgs,

construction of'a fayover and light malntenance facnllty,

at-grade crossing upgrades;

facility-specific bridge and culvert rehabilitations, replacements and removals,

installation of new crossovers and signal upgrades; ‘
improvement or relocation of existing passenger rail platforms for Amtrak |nterc1ty servlce, as weli as
additional station parking and improved station access;

« improvements to platforms, track configuration and sidings in the Springfield Terminal area; and
construction of future FTA-funded new regional rail stations In North Haven, Newingtor, West
Hartford, and Enfield. .

Project Map: Click here to view a map of the project area,
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Comments on this EIE will be accepted until the close of business on: June 22, 2012

The public can view a copy of this EIE at: This document is avaitahle for public inspection at the

Connecticut Department of Transportation, Bureau of Policy and Planning, 2800 Berlin Turnpike, Newington,

© . CT; the City or Town Clerk's Office and the Public Libraries in the affected municipalitias along the rail

i corridor, the South Central Reglonal Council of Governments, the Central Connecticut Regional Planning

[ Agency, the Capital Region Council of Governments, and the Pionear Valley Planning Commission, The
decument is also available at www.nhhsrail.com.

i There are three public hearings scheduled for this EIE om:
DATE: Thursday, June 7, 2012 '
. TIME: 7:00 PM

PLACE: Torp Theatre, Davrdson Hall, Central Connecticut State Umversity, 1615 Stanley Street New
Brltaln, Cct : .

F DATE: Wednesday, June 13, 2012

TIME: 7:00 PM

1 . . N

PLACE: Asuntuck Community College, 170 Elm Street, Enfield, CT

DATE: Thursday June 14, 2012

TIME: 7:00 PM

PLACE: Norfh Haven High Sch;oi 221 Elm Street, North Héven, cT
NOTES: All hearing Eocatlons are accessible to persons with disabilities. Deaf and hearing impaired
persons or persons speaking @ language other than English wishing to attend a hearing and requiring

an interpreter may make arrangements by contacting the Pepartment's Office. of Communlcatlons at
(860) 594- 3062 (voice anly) at least five days prior to the hearing.

The study team will be avalilable at each hearing from 6:00pm—7:00pm to discuss the proposed
improvements. Tha héaring presentations will begin at 7:00pm.

Additional information about this project can be found online at; www.nhhsrail.com
Send your co:ﬁments about this EIE to:

Name: Mr. Mark' W. Alexander - Transportation Assistant Planning Director
Agency: State of Connecticut Department of Transportatioh

Address: 2800 Berlin Turnpike, Newingten, CT 06131

E-Mail: Mark.W.Alexander@ct.qov

If you have questions about the public hearmg, or where you can review this EIE, or smular
matters, please contact:

Name: Mr, Stephen V. Delpapa - Transportaticn Supervising Planner
Agency: State of Connecticut Pepaitment of Transportation

Address: 2800 Berlin Turnplke, Newington, CT 06131

¢ . E-Mail: Stephen. Delpapa@ct.aov

Phone: 860-594-2941

State Land Transfer Notices

Connecticut General Statutes Section 4b-47 requ-es public notice of most pi‘ohosed sales and transfers of
state-owned lands. The public has an opportunity to comment an any such proposed transfer. Each notice
includes an address where comments should be sent. Read more about the five-steg process..

Tbtns/ frrrarer o crmsriman el At nonPa—(0127 & O—sNATTR : ' ' 11MeMN1a



" CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Notice of Availability of Environmental Document and Public Hearing

An Bnvironmental Assessment/Connecticut Environﬁmntél Impact Evaluation
* has been published for State Project No. 170-2296

NEW HAVEN-HARTFORD-SPRINGFIELD LINE HIGH SPEED,
INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL.PROJECT

The environmental document is available beginning on Tuesday Mny 8,2012 fora
45 day public review and comment period. Public Hearings will be held at the following 10caﬁqnsi

Al s
53’ e

Location 1: Torp Theatre,
Davidson Hall
Central Connecticut State -
University :
-1615 Stanley Street,

: New Britain, CT
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Date: Tune 7, 2012

Location 2: Asmuntuck Community
College
170 Elm Street
Enfield, CT
- Time: 7:00 pm. |
Date: June 13, 2012

Location 3: North Haven High School
: : 221 Elm Sireet -
North Haven, Connecticut
Time: 7:00 p.m.
" Date: Jone 14, 2012

v e

PLEASE JOIN US AT THE PUBLIC HEARINGS IN JUNE.

* All hearing locations are accessible to persons with disabilities. Deaf and i1earing impaired persons or persons speaking
a language other than English wishing to attend this meeting and requiring an interpreter may make arrangements by
contacting the Department’s Office of Communications at {860) 594-3062 {voice only) at least five days prior to the
meeting. - ‘ : : CoL

The study team will be available at each hearing from 6:00pm—7:00 pm to discuss the proposed improvements. The
hearing presentation will begin at 7:00 pm. Comments may be given verbally or in writing at each public heating.
Comments will also be accepted by mail or via the project website http://www.nhhsrail.com through June 22, 2012.
Written questions or comments seht by mail can be directed to: Mr. Mark W. Alexander, Transportation Assistant
Planning Director, P.O. Box 317546, Newington, CT 06131-7546 or at e-mail address; Mark. W.Alexander@ct.gov

A copy of the environmental document is available for review via the profect website hitp://www.nhhsrail.com and

at the: Connecticut Department of Transportation, each City or Town Clerk’s Office and the Public Libraries in the
affected municipalities along the rail corridor, the South Central Regional Council of Governments, the Central
Connecticut Regional Planning Agency, the Capitol Region Council of Governments, and the Pioneer Valley Planning |
Commission. : , : :
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Noitee of Avaitabitity of .
Environmeatal Document znd Public Hearing

. CexRecTICus
" DEPARTMENT OF TRARSPONTATION -

ad A

An emfConneclicut Envl
Evatuailea heg boed pablished for Siate Peoject Mo, 170-120§

" NEW HAVEN-HARTFORD-SPRINGFIELD LINE HIGH
___SPEED, INTBROITY PASSENGER RAIL PROJECT

The v viroeimormal donmant & avaitable bphasiag on Tuctdsy, Map 8, 5011 for 2.
45 day puhlle review and covanent period Public Heariegs wilt ba beld o the
Bawring locations
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'PUBLIC HEARINGS IN JUNE.

" CONNECTICUT
DRPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

. Notice of Availability of -
‘Environmental Document and Public Hearmg

An Environmental Assessment/Connecticut Enwronmentai Impact
Evaluation has been published for State Project No. 170-2296

NEW HAVEN»HARTFOHD~SPR!NGFIELD,LINE HIGH
SPEED, INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL _PF{OJECT

The environmerital dociment is avallable beginning on Tucs-d:iy, May §, 2012 fora
45 day public review and comment pericd. Public Hea.nngs will be held at the
following locations: 1

Location 1: Torp Theatre, Davidson
T Hall, Central Connecticut
State University

1615 Stanley Strast
) New Britain, CT
Time: - 7:00 pm.,
Date: | June 7, 2012

Location 2; Asnuntuck Community

Callege

17 Elm Street
.. ;. .Enfield, CT
Time: - 7:00 pm.
Date: = June 13, 2012

Locetion 8: North Haven
High School
© 221 Elm Street
, North Haven, CT
Time: 700 pam.
Date: June 14, 2012

PLEASE JOIN US AT THE

Al hearing locations are accessible to persons with disabilities, Deaf and hearing impaited
persons or persens speaking a language ather than English wishing to attend these meetings
and ‘requiring an interpreter may meke arrangements by contacling the Department’s Offics
of Commtnications at (860) 594-3052 (voice only) at least five days prior to the mesting.

The study team will be available at each heating from 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. to discuss the
propesed improvements. The hearing presentation will begin at 7:00 p.m, Comments snay be
given verhally or in writing at each public hearing. Comments will also be accepted by mail

" or via the project website hitpi/fewiv.nhlisrail.com through June 22, 2012, Written questions
-or comimeats sent by mail can be direeted to: Mr Mark W. Alexander, Transportation

Assistant Planning Director, RO. Box 317345, Newington, CT 06131-7546 or at e-maii
address: Mark, W.Alexander@ct.gov -

A copy of the environmental document is available for review via the project website
hittps/fwww.nhhsrail.com and at the: Connecticut Department of Transportation, éach City or
Town Cletk's Office and the Public Libraries in the affected municipalities along the ril
corridor, the South Central Regional Council of Govemments, the Ceniral Conrnecticnt
Regional Planning Agency, the Capitol Region Council of Governments, and the Pioneer
Valiey Planning Commission,
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" Color Type
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Publication Date: 05/15/2012 "
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. Assisted Living OPEN HOUSE!
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Middlewonds of Fammingten [pm - 3pm
Middlewaods of Newingten 2pm - 4pm

et our residenty 2nd thelr Snfias, foam
<% how thay've blossamed since modng inte
g our avadwinning assistad Bving comrmaiyd
Enioy reftesiments and
mleruwrsu'ﬁt“ﬂhnee.'hendd

You Can Blossom Here Too!

" Pleats RSYP ta 850-2&4-5700 Pleare RIVE to B6D.667.1334
for Middizaneds of Farmringtan  for Meddawoads of Mewingten
225 Main Strest, Mevington

50% Midd'e Road, Farmington

- ' 5
P Midd%%iﬂs -

b :
=i wermmidd=anidsorg

* Top nolse reduetlon and speach praservaiton system vlﬁually altminalas
buzing and whistling,

* ltlzdesigned ta deliver more clarity aven In the nolsiest slluallons.

_# TV sound can be lransinilted diregtly inio your heazing alds, sa you can haar
yourTV or radlo at the valiume yeu want — while those areund yeu can listen
at the valums that’s most oomfonable for tham.

If you have besn Tacking for lhn ong hearlng did designed to make both
canversations comfgrtabla and TV and musle sound [lka never balore, you've
found Jt.

Discever how good Hfe can seuad agaln with Mobllity

KEAR AGAIN CERTER
YREE .
i HmrlngCumultal(nu I
atany of aur locatons,

a5 Reconnect with
the people you love.
~Mobilitly istha mosf advanced hea-ring afc; an the mar:ket today. ) f’ﬁ@bi}ia}‘

-*' HEAR AGAIN CENTER

N 5600 off

[P |
- o owm

HEAR AGAIN BENTER

'$400 off !

VIsIt opr Veraen,

| Calilodoyjaschedele [ H Mohnhty 50

your appolrimext, i Heunng Aldy
11

PRI «ﬂqﬂﬂﬁ#ﬂ

L var mer e wat b
- ech me e

HEAR AGAIN CENTER

i ﬁiobjilry‘a\?dﬂ

Wast Hartlard, a peirof
Shnuktiry or Enfleld HMobllity 40 I
olilcas and et arg Hearing Alds
af gur Doctars of

o i

N % Audlolagy wiee will
IR :

e discuas yaur naedn
and anawer your

Quastigns,

%
. EE“.:’.?EE Umunn . %% ﬁ:‘-:’uﬁ:

LR .

HEAR AGAIN cEm'ER{lm

Life is "Werllt Listening o




" CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

, Notice of Availabitity of
Environmental Document and Public Heariing -

An Environmental Assessment/Connecticnt Environmental Impact
Evaluation has been published for State Project No. 170-2296

NEW HAVEN-HARTFORD-SPRINGFIELD LINE HIGH
SPEED, INTERCITY. PASSENGER RAIL PROJECT . -

The environmental document js avaitable beginnin g on Tuesday, May 8; 2012 fora
45 day public review and comment period. Public Hearings witl be held at the

following locations:

Location 1: Torp Theatre, Davidson
' Hall, €entral Connecticut.

. State University
1615 Stanley Strest .
-+ - NewBritain, CT
Time: 7:00 p.m.

Date:  June7, 2012

L.;déation 2:' Ashuntuck Cdmmun[tg}

Collega
170 Elm Street
. Enfield, CT
Time: 7.00pm.
Date; June 1,3, 2012

Location 3: North Haven

. High School
221 Elm Streat :
North Haven, CT
Tima: - 700 pm. |
Dale: . June 14, 2012

’

PLEASE JOIN US AT THE
PUBLIC HEARINGS IN JUNE.

All hearing locations are accessible to persons with disabilities. Deaf and hearing impaired
persons or persons speaking a language other than-English wishing to atiend these meatings
and requiring an interpreter may make armangements by cortacting the Department’s Office
of Commurjcations at (860) 594-3062 (voice only) at least five days prior to the meeting.

"The study team will be available at’'cach hearing frem 6:00 pan. - 7:00 pam. to discuss the
proposed improvements. The hearing presentation will begin at 7:00 p.m. Comments may be
given verbally or In sriting at each public hearing. Comménts will also be aceepited by mail
“or via the profect website http:/fwww.akthsrail.com through June 22, 2012, Writtén questions
or comments sént by mail can be directed to: Mr Mark W. Alexander. Transpertation
Assistant Planning Director, P.O. Box 317546, Newingten, CT 06131-7546 or at a-mail -
address: Mark, W.Alexander@ct.gov : . .

A copy of the environmental document is available for review via the pmject website
hitp:/fwwwnhhsrail,.com and at the: Connecticut Department-of Transportation, each City or
Town Clerk’s Olfice and the Public Libraries in the affected municipaliies along the rail
comrider, the Soudi Central Regional Council of Governments, the Central Connecticut
Reglonal Planning Agency, the Capitol Reglon Council of Governments, and the Pionecer
Valley Planntng Commlssion, , L -
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1615 Stanley Strest
.o New Britain, CT
Time: 7:00 p.rn.
_Date: June 7, 2012

Location 2 Asnuntuck Community.

) 'Ti'me: 7:00 p.mn.

CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ,

’ Notice of Availability of _
Environmcntal Document and Public Heating

-An Env1ronmental Assessment/Connecticut Environmental Impact
BVaiuatlon has been published for State Project Ne. 170- 2296

'NEW HAVEN-HARTFORD- SPR]NuF]ELD LINE HIGH
SPEED INTERCITY PASSENGER HAIL PROJECT .

The environmental documnent is available beginning on Tuesday, May § 8 2012 fora
45 day public review and comment penod Public Hearings will be held at the

" following locations:

Location 1: Torp Theatre, _Davicfs_on ’
Hall, Central Connectlcut
State University

College

170 Elm Street

Enfield, CT
Time: 7:00 pam.
Date:  Jure 13,2012

lLocation 3; Nerth Haven -
High School
221 Eim Streset -
North Haven, CT

Date; June 14, 2012

PLEASE JOIN US ATTHE
PUBLIG HEARINGS IN JUNE.

All hearing locarlons are accessible to persons with disabilities. Dcaf and hcanng 1mpau-ecL
Persons or persons speaking a language cther than English wishing to aitend these meetings .
and requising an-interpreter may make amangements by contacting the Dcpartme:nz s Oﬂ'lce
of Commaunications at (860) 594-3062 (voice oniy) at feast five days prior (o the meeting,

. The study team will be avaitable at cach heanng from 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. to discuss the

pzoposed improvements. The hearing prosentation will begin at 7:00 p.m. Comments may be
gwcu varbally or in writing at each public hearing, Comments will alsa be accepted by mail
orvia the profect website hitp:f/wwnhhsrail.com through June 22, 2012, Written questions
or comments sent by mail can be direeted to: Mr Mak W, Alexander, Trensportation
Assistant Planning Director, PO, Box 317546, Newington, CT 06131-7546 or at e-mail

. address: Mark.W.Alexander@cl.gov

A copy of the environmental document is available for review via the project website
hitp://www.ahhsrail.com and at the: Connecticut Department of Transportation, each Clty or
Town Clefk’s Office and the Poublic Libraries tn the affectad manicipaiities along the il
corridor, the South Central Reglonal Council of Govemments, the Central Connecncut
Regional Planning Agency, the Capltol Regien Council of Goverzuncnts ard the Pionesr
Valley Plannm« Commnission,

1
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ipod testi

|

estabaz vianda®, anotd,

Y empead segta su test-
menio, ura profunda interio-
rizacién ds st ser ¥ ef inico
de una “reeducacién” de sus

madredistants, que insistideri

Fd = .
3 patrones de conducta y de sus
£ dacislones, Criada por um

STAMFORD El pasado 53 o

jueves el Centro de Crisis de {2I9%
Violencia Doméstica (DVCC), | 4,
resluid 3 mis de quinfentos |3
invitados para festefar su déci- s
me aniversario, eneloonocide  [EER
e “Almuerzo Anuat de  JERAR
Fraavera®, en doade &
snunci6 que en estos affos de
vida, el Centro ha recaudade
s de un mifldn de dolares.
e donaclones, contandd ted® I
o testinonio de 1a actdz de [
Hellywood, Meredith Baxter
sobrecdmo afrontarTa violen-
da dorséstica y salic de ells,

' En ol alimuerzo, al que
asistieron migeres de orga-
rizaciones del Condado de
Fairfield y de formz masiva | -

126 sodios,det Country Club  en forma amena hablé scbre
Birchwood de Westport enel  odmo permitid ser abusada y
hotel Marridit de Stamford, &6mo logrt salir de ese cido,
la Directora Ejecutiva del Y contd come credd enmanos
DVCC, Rechelle KuceraMe.  de sus hificas, sin 1a figura
hra, expresGguedos niimerps  1naterna y cding ingress —de
, son, imporfantes a la horz de  manerd sutil- 2n elmundode]
proteger a Jas victimas de  abuso ¥ violencia donmiéstica
violenciz y anuncié que en  tras casarse siendo aun una
Jos dlimos doce meses han  adolescente, trayendo consigo
asistido @ 3.860 personas, una historia de abuso jafantil
¢n Jos poblados de Stamford;  desdesu hogar
Nerwalk, Westport, Dadien,  "La violencia doméstica
New Canaan, Wilton y Wes-~ estd ea todas partes y en si-

“Dirante este perfodo que. continué, Los aiftos no
se han prategido a mis de  hablan da esty, [z mujeres

s Jencioyporesolepermitimos |

25.000 nifios, 422 mujeres y 1o hablantampoco. “Tenemos

un hombre, sa han refigiade
ca nuestras casas de seguri-
dad. Una da cada diez vidas
han 5ido impactadas de forma
directa por el TVCC en el
condado de Fairfield”, acots.
La actriz Meredith Baxter,
conocida por intezprefaraRly-

que elevar nuestra voz para

que la aceptemos, h encon-

tremas ¥ a hagarnos ic”, dijo.

'Einmediatamente contda

13 audiencia, come fuera dela

pantalla la vida de Baxter es-

“{aba marcadapor el contraste
de sti papel en Ia pantallz de

8¢ Keaton en *Family Tres®, telovisién c0a fa imagen de

unz familia perfecta; pero que
en privado estaba Tuchando
en un matrimonio abusive, el
dloohiol y lag cicatrices emo-
cionales que éstas dejan, *fa
AT

que pategerme’, anotd,

'Y aungue no racuerda
como fule el infelo da s recus
peracién, las palabas de sy
hija fueron detonantes pacs
&l cambio. “Fue en'una D
de Accitn de_Gracizs, estaba. _
‘destrozada y Norande y mi
Eija mayor me dijor” iQué
estds esperando?, Yo no voy
a geguir con este” y abrid
lapuertay la casa empezd
a tener obro significade, Era
mety consclente de que mig
hifas estaban mivindome'y
pensande que sisegula en
esto, para 2ilos esto era el
‘significado de ser madre. No

‘podfasoportare que mis iijos

{PUC), hace extensivo suagradecimien- ‘
to muy ¢ondial a todos los establecimientos  plnes Unides de Stamford, Crisol-Acuarels!
comerciales, medios de comunicacidn,
organizaciones comunitacias, pequedos
empresacos y personas parulares que sa
unieron a nosotres part ofreer ¢] grandioso
Homenaje 4 la Madre, rezlizado el pasado
sdbado 5 del presents, a partic del mediodfa
hasta 123 § de la tarde, en los ambientes da
la Cafeterta del Domos Foundation, -
. Gradas slapoyadetudos ellos y el trabajo

incansable y desinteresado de los mierbros
del FUC, se pudo culminar en una tarde de. * Madres,
mucha diversida ¥ eatrefenimiento, cuyo

" Agradecimiento pablice de
Peruanes Unidos de Connecticut|

sonrisa a lag Madres, quienes fueron las
engrefdas de I tarde, ’

Nueéstros agradecimientos a:La Yoz His-
pana de Concectical, DOMUS Poundation,
Alberto Rojas Itesnational, Las Américas
Market, Produce Market, Mattew's Bakery, |
Gonzdlez Law Olffica, Szlones de Dellesa:
Lad's Unisex Salon, Cerezo New Image
Sylen, Why Not Silvia's. Restaurmtes;
Omay, Hesta, Maya, Misti, Daddy's Defi,
Qld -House, X1 Chal4n, Casa Vills, Bachata,
MicDonald's y Dunkin Deauts, ’

Alas organizagiones comunitarias: Cha-

Dearas Hispanas del Condado de Fairfield,
Muchas personzs particulazes que dona ;
artfeulos para sez sorteadas entra las mades
asistentas. Y a fos artistas: Trio Bohemial,
Perd Follr, B Charro de Jalisto ¥ su peque-
" fia hija Marian, Pecuvian Yachay, Mfisicos
Unidos de Stzmford y Cord de Nifios de [a
Igiesia Santa Marfa, a Brias Amaya, Anshi
Rossini y Baila Perd; . o . :
Muchas graciae y un Feliz Dfa de las.| -

- Smmfom,gde,myodewiz. -
LaJunta Directiva del PUC 77 - )

1

o

Por tres dus horas
consgeutivas,

fos asistentes al
Almuarzo Anual de
Primavera, organizado
por el DVCC, :

conpartiaron las cifras

fmpreslonantes sobre

abuso, en las familfas -

def Condade da -

3| Fajrifeld y ef testimonijo sada desdepequetia y estaba
 ‘de Ia popuiar actriz do

Hallywood, Metidath

Baxler, autora del fibrog

“Desatado™ {Untied),
una cronica sobre 4

viaje a fa violencla y su

fucha por recuperar sy
autoestinra,

aqueesus hijos Iallasnaran poe s
nombraartistics, Baxter siguié
el patrdn de abuso que agren.
di desde termprana edad.
“Me enters de que mis
sentimientos y mis necesi-
- dades no importaban. Yo no
era i amada e dign de ser
amaida™"Mis sentimientos no’
“estaban disponibles. para m(
desde hace décadas, Fui sbu-

preparindome para wna vida
de abuse”, remarcd Baxter
Pato el rorje y I determinz-
" cibn logré vencer subiisqueda

par un seatimiento satudible -

de altoestima; que se ba tra-
ducido en und réfacidn sana
coi. su familia y 165 demis,

CormmcTicuT

"DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

viso de disponibilidad de documentacién
ambjental y audiencia pdblica- -

Ha side publicada para el pfoyecto estatal No. 170-2296 und evaluacién
ambiental/Byaluacién del impacto ambigatal en Cornectiont

.PROYECTO DE LINEA DE ALTA VELOGIDAD PARA
- TRANSPORTE FERROVIARIO INTERCITY
- . NEW HAVEN-HARTFORD-SPRINGEIELD

Bt docoraento ambiental estard shora disponible elma:ies B da mayo de 2012, Habrd les
stgulentes audiencias piblicas a las 7:00 pm: S

‘Lugar 1ra.: Torp Theatrs, Davidson
Hall Cantral Conneciicut

- “Stata Unlversity
1615 Stanley Slraat,
Naw Britain, CT
Hora; 7:00 pan.
Ficha: 7 da unio, 2012
Lugar 2do.; Asnuntuck Commumty * -
Caltega .
170 Elm Streat
Enfleld, CT
" Hera: 7:00 p.m,
Fecha: 13 de Junlo, 2012
.Lugar 3o North Haven High Scl)oull
. 221 Elm Straal L.
* North Haven, Connootlicut
Hofa:, | 7:00 pm, - :
Fecha! 14 g junlo, 2012
_NO DEJE DE ASISTIR A LAS e kel
AUDIENCIAS PUBLYCAS DE JGNIO %l A

Tedos los lugares donde teodrin Inger las audienciar son accesibles para parsonss
discapacitadas, Personas con discapacidad suditiva o goe hablan otro jdloma que no ax 8] inglés
¥ que dessan asistic a estas reunionds y necesilan intérprets puedea hacer fos ameglos necesarios

| comunicdndose con #1 depastamenio Department's Offics of Communications, (360) 594-3062

(voz sol te), por Jo menos cinco dfus antes de i reunidn.

&rindpa[ objetivo fue el de quitarfes-una

El equipo da estudly estard disponivls en coda mudiencia, de 6:00 1 7:00 pmt para discotir Jas
mejoras prop Laaudiensi i a a1 7:00 prl. Los comentarios pueden sor hechos
verbalmeate: o por escrits én cada audiencia pblica, Tumbién s aceptardn comentatios
enviados por, comreo 0 a trvés del portal: hifpilwww.nbhsralicom basta el 22 de junfo do
2012. Preg 2acTitas © ios por corted, pueden ser enviados a: Mr, Mark W,
Alezander, Trinspertation Assistant Planning Director, RO, Box 317545, Newingtos, CT
06131-7546 0 2 13 direcclfn da comen slectrénlco; Mark. WoAlpeander@ctpoy

Hay disponibles coplas el d ‘smbienial para su revisién ea: Clty of ‘Town Clack’s
Offjes and the Publio Libraries (bbliotecas piiblicas) de las ronicipalidades afectadas alo largo
del comedar ferroyiario, South Centrat Regiooal Cauncil of Govemments {Concejos regionafes
ds Goblerng), the Ceniraf C: ticut Regional Planning Agency, the Capltol Regloa Council
of Govemments, y 12 comisién Ploness Valley Plaoning Commlesion, | | ‘ Lo
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Mayo 17 - Mayo 24 dal 2042 T

! 21avo Afia - EDICION 20

i . 3 faai 311 FT:
Octavio Corrales, da Ia agrupacion "Los Ayepr's” v Jos
ermanos Corrales de Colombia, en Una gira por Jos Estados )

Unldos gue durard un par ds meses, canté en el Casa
Blanca, de 83 Wall Street, un lugar que semana a semana
presenia especticulos artistioos de factura Internacional,

STAMFQRD, Composi-
ciones de los afios 50, 7¢ y
80, fue ¢l repertorio que don
Octavio Corrales, del mooe-
dado grupe los “Ayer’s de
Colombia®, interpretd en una
velada especial.en el Restau-

. ante Casq Blanca, como parte
de wna gira artf3tica que el
reconocido intérprete realiza
en fa Unién Americana.

* Sencille, con tna voz dul-
g, aesodelas cnce dela
noche, citando itermtmente no
habfa en donde poner un pie

en el restaurante Casa Blan. |

ca, considerado hoy por hoy,
une de loy centros nocturnos
mis acogedoras da Norwallg
Ingresé don Octavie Corrales
ytraslos scondes del estribillor

def pasitlo écuatorana “BE

Aguacate” entrd cantando:
“Tut eres T amot, .. ni dicha
v i te5010...", Yechiendo en
el mismo instante ung “ols”
de aplauses que mds tarde se
transformarian en cumplidos

durante su intervencién del*

artists, < -

Corrales, acompaitado de
la banda musfeal de su hifo,
Juan David Corrales, reco~
rid la geograife colombisna
de nocte a sur incluyendo
a] Ecuador; ea donde varios'
ternas da fEetosfa ectiabriana
fueron eoreados por loa pre-
sentes como dxitos del pals
cafetalers,

Amoer Senderito del Alma, *
Mama Viefa, como so adora
el sol; fueron interpretados
poz Carrales, que con mucha’
versatllidad se cambié de un

- Encuesias en espaiiol

STAMFORD, En un es-
fuerze por determinar i mejor
manera da asignar los recur~
803 de 1a Biblioteca Ferguson,
52 Hevard 4 cabo una encoesta
en 12 comunidad paca me-
dir cdma los residentes de
Stamford utilizan s biblots-

ca 'y qué Servicios son més.

importantes para elloy, La
informacitn ayudard 5 guiara
L2 Biblicteea en el desarrolle
daun nueva plan estratégics,

" previsia para realizarse dol 4

al 18 de junio,
- Laencuesta de dos sema-

nas, que se extenderd 4 hasta

18 junio, estdrd disponible

teca, www.fergusenlibcary.
org, También habed copiag de
papel. B! cuestionario ha sida
traducide al éspafiol, ruse,
franeésy erdollo, estiméndose
que puede ser tontestado en
alrededorda ocho sninatos.
Las preguntss Incluyen
corisulas sobre &f usg dz Ia
bibEoteca, céme los clientes
estin o no sabisfachos con s
programagy servicios de bitdio-

. tecz, y cales somt Jos recursos

mésimportantes para ellog.
También bay una serie de
Ppreguntas para los o usuarios

iiiicteca Feruuson

en ek sitio web da la Biblio-”

ficar m;ajor los servicios que
los usuarios potencales de la
biblicteca. 'La encuesta ayu-

dard & establecer prioridades

sobreJos gastos de Ferguson,
¥ ayudard a orfentar Jas de-
cisiones sobre materiales,
programacién, hoarjosy otras
oeperaciones de la bahlicteca.

Bl éstudio estd siendo
conducido por Berk Consul-
tng, una empresa coa sede
en Seattle que recientemente
complétd una encuesta en
la'Biblicteca de Greenwich.
Los Amigos de I Biblioteca
Ferguson estdn financiando
el proyecto, :

géners a otro, para culminar
con varios pagillos el reper-
torio ecuatorfand,

- Con muche entusiasmo
Corrales dijo por varias oca-
siones: “iEsta tancién con

mucha carifie ¥ Ja cantamos -

“ fodos!”, en tanto. que el ani-

1 madorinsistentemente decha:

" “{Hzcermos una ola, la ola,

d laolal®, para prontamente |
-permitir cantar a'don Octavio

Corrales.
Aun emocionado, por su
presenciz en Norwatk, Qe-

tavia Corrales agradecit af
plbtico Ta geatileza de acom:

paiiarle en esanoche, alzqua
calificé de importante pongie

" se reencontrs con su hija
mayor que vive en Boston,.

st hifo Jusn David, que reside
en Samford ¥ trajo consigoa

- hpetueda que vive en pals

natal, Colombia, |

“Hoy estoy emotionade
Porque me reencontré con
mi piiblice y 2on mis hijos”,
dijo el artista y prasentd a su
hija mayes quien guarda an
parecida con, I3 joven ackriz
Bibiana Cocrales, reconocida

-artista da telenovelas que se

tinsmitea en Ia cadena de
telavisién Telemundoy porun
papelimportante en la novela
Dofa Bitbara, -
Tras preguntarte porqué
jricié cantando ef tema de
César Segunde Giterrero Th-
mayo, ¢ pasilio Bl Aguacate,
Corvales respondid que tenfa
muy carifio por ese pafs ¥
ue sabla gue su compasiter
vivié muchos afios en Pasto,

Departamento de Naclfio, en ‘

Colombia (st pals natal) y que
* de antemara sabia fa histeria
sobre esta composicién, com-
puesta en Quite, eancién que
causa mucha controversia

en cuanto al porqué de su

nopribre, porque &n ninguna
parte del tema hace zelacin
zestaplants.”
“Dofa Juanita Guerrera
Caicedo, hija del compositor,

coutd que su padre habia .

gatida en corupaiifz de vatios

amigos 2 dar un pasea-por o] |

centto da Ja capital eciatora-
78, Hevaba su guitarra y de
cuando en cuandd entoraban
este pasilio que 40 ho tenfa
Eftulo. Al pasar por el mercado
galantearon a una guantbrita

Qoven)} que en ese instante

vendfa y comiz aguacates,
le ofcendaror un piropo que

¥ le gusts ¥ ella contesté fa = -
galanterfa echandolapepadet -
aguxate, deahf el nembredel

‘pasillo”, contd el artista,

Hora; .
| Fecha: .

7:00 pn.

siguientes avdiencias poblicas a tas 7:09 pm:

Luga} 1ro.: Torg Thealre, David,'snn
" - Hall Cantral Gonnectiout .

Stala Unlvers|ty
1818 Gtanley Shaet, *

.- . NewBdlaln, GT . -
Hora: 7:60pm. St
Fecha; - ' 7 da Junlo, 2012
Lugar 2do.: Asnuntick Commiunity
. LCollage . .

170 £lm Sireat
. Enfleld,GF -
Hora: - 7:00p.m.
Fecha: 13 da Junio, 2012

‘Lugardra:: North Haven High School. -
221 Eim Sheat :
, North Haven, Connesticut

“14 de Junlo, 2012

i

. CONNBCTICUT

- DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION '

“Viso de disporithilidad de docamentaciéa
it :.ambiental y audiencia pdblica

Ha sido publiﬁac]a pars el proyects estatal No. 170-2296 uns evafluaqién
ambiental/Hyaluacidn del impacto ambiental en Connecticut

PROYECTO DE LINEA DE ALTA VELOCIDAD PARA
* T T TRANSPORTE FERROVIARIO INTERCITY
NEW HAVEN-HARTFORD-SPRINGFIELD

"Bl dogursinto ambiental estard aliora dispontblo el martes §

c

:

v/
o[
NODEJEDEASISTIRALAS - A
AUDIENCIAS PUBLICAS DE J'UP{IO i
Todos Jos lugares donde tendrén lugar las sudiencias son accesibles pam personas

diseapacitaday, Fersonas con diseapacidsd auditiva o que hablen lro idioma que no e ¢t inglds
¥ qua desezn asistira astas reunjones y recesitan intérpreto pusden hacer fos sieglos neceszsius

L
! 7

cor 2| deg p "s Cilice of Communicalions; (360) 594-3062
(vor sulameate), porio menos oinca dfas antes do la reunfin, .

81 «quipe d2 estudlo estard disponible en cada audiencla, de 6:09 1-7:00 pm paa discatic las
mejoras prop L audienc rd 4 |as 7:00 pow. Los comentmrior guedan serhechos
verbalmente o por, dscrito ¢n cada audicccia piblica, También e sceptarin comentasios
enviadcs por correo 0 a través del portal: hitps/fvwinntiharail.con basts of 22 ds juui de
- 2072, Pregunias eseriias o comentarios por corred, paedan ser enviados & Mn Mark W,
Adexander, Transpertation Assistant Planning Director, PO, Box 317546, Newington, CT
06131-7546 0 1 Ia direceide de comeo slotrbnico: Mark.W.Alexander@ctgoy

Hay Gisponibles copias del documenlo smbieatal para su revisi6a en: City or Tows, Clerk’s
Offios end the Public Librartes {bibllotecas pdblicas) de.das municipatidades afectadas  do largo
def corredor ferroviario, South Ceatsd Reglonal Councit of Governments {Cdneajas regiomies
ds Gobiemo), the Central Connacticnt Regionat Planning Agenty, the Capitol Region Councll
of Govematests, y | comisiéa Ploneer Vallay Planzing Commissien,

que pueden ayudar a identt-
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