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September 3, 2026
MEMORANDUM

TO: All Connecticut DBEs and ACDBEs
FROM: The Office of Opportunity and Business Development

SUBJECT: USDOT-Mandated Re-evaluations for the DBE Program

To All CT DBE Firms,

The U.S. Department of Transportation has issued an Interim Final Rule (IFR) requiring major changes to the
DBE/ACDBE certification process. The IFR removes race and sex-based presumptions from the definitions of
"socially and economically disadvantaged individual," and instead provides that the owner of a DBE or ACDBE
firm must demonstrate on a case-by-case basis that the individual meets the criteria described in 49 CFR § 26.67.
Effective immediately:

«  All existing DBEs/ACDBEs must undergo re-evaluation under the new standards.
+  Until re-evaluations are complete, recipients may not set DBE/ACDBE contract goals or count
participation toward overall goals.

Firms wishing to complete the re-evaluation process must provide a Personal Narrative and a Personal Net
Worth Statement, together with Supporting Documentation demonstrating social and economic
disadvantage under 49 CFR § 26.67.

Please note that we will soon start the process of assigning DBE/ACDBE project goals, and if you have not
submitted and received approval under the DBE IFR, you will be ineligible to participate as a DBE/ACDBE
firm. In addition, the DBE/ACDBE Directory will be updated and only those firms who have been reevaluated
and approved under the DBE IFR will be included. If you have already submitted the required materials, thank
you for your patience and you will be contacted if we need additional information or if you are approved/denied.

Part One: Materials

A: The Personal Narrative (PN)

Provide a detailed, written narrative that demonstrates how the owner is socially and economically
disadvantaged, based on his or her own experiences and circumstances that occurred within American society,
and without regard to race or sex. Be descriptive of specific incidents of economic hardship, barriers, and/or
denied opportunities.
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1. Barriers and Denied Opportunities
o Describe specific barriers or instances of unequal treatment you experienced in American

society that impeded your education, employment, or business.
o Examples may include, but are not limited to:

e Being denied promotions or opportunities despite qualifications.
Facing unfavorable loans or lending practices, including denials.

[ )
e Exclusion from business networks or industry associations.
e Lack of access to markets or bid opportunities compared to non-disadvantaged peers.

2. Economic Harm
o Explain how these barriers caused measurable economic harm.
o Examples may include, but are not limited to:
e Loss of contracts orclients.
e Paying higher interest rates or fees than similarly situated firms.
e Delayed or denied access to capital.
e Reduced income, assets, or business growth opportunities.

3. Magnitude of Harm
o Describe the type and extent of the disadvantage.
o Examples may include, but are not limited to:
e "Lost access to $200,000 in financing over a 5-year period."
e "Business expansion delayed by 3 years due to inability to secure bonding."

4. Comparison to Non-Disadvantaged Peers
o Summarize how these circumstances differ from similarly situated individuals who are not
disadvantaged.

You can use the revised toolkit provided on our webpage or write your own. Just make sure at least one specific
example is documented and all four bullet points above are explained.

B: The Personal Net Worth Statement (PNW)

Provide a new Personal Net Worth Statement. The form is available from the USDOT Disadvantaged Business
Enterprise (DBE) Program | US Department of Transportation website as well as from the CTDOT
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise website and our B2GNow State of Connecticut Department of

Transportation portal.

C: Supporting Documentation

For the PNW:
We need full statements for all accounts with a statement date in alignment with the PNW "as of" date. For
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example, if your PNW as of date is 6/30/26, then all of your bank statements, loan statements, etc. should end in
June 2026. Do not round amounts, they should be exact to tie into all statements. For vehicle and real estate
valuations you can use Zillow, Kelley Blue Book, or equivalent. Ensure you have back up for all entries.

For the PN:

Provide supporting documentation such as loan denial letters, credit reports, proof of rejected bids, or any other
documentation exhibiting the instances of social and economic disadvantage you described in the Narrative. Each
applicant's situation will be different, and the documentation will vary. Onreview, this UCP may request additional
documentation as it becomes necessary for each person's case.

Part Two: Submitting the Materials

Submissions must be received via B2GNow, the State of Connecticut Department of Transportation's Certification
Management System. The link is ctdot.gob2g.com. This is our new online, secure portal. If you have trouble
uploading the information, or do not have a computer, you can use the Minority Construction Council (MCC),
our supportive services provider, for help for FREE. Their website is MCCforCT.org and their phone number is
(860) 882-0675.

Respectfully,

The CTDOT DBE Certification Team
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